Ascension of the Lord
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May 16, 2021
Today we celebrate the Feast of the Ascension.  We are approaching the end of the Easter season and shortly we will celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost Sunday.  We read today in Mark’s Gospel about Jesus ascending to God’s right hand after his resurrection.  Christians have always believed that Jesus having completed his mission here on earth returned to his Father and now takes his continuing role as priest, prophet, and King.  The Ascension is the final event of Jesus’ visible earthly ministry.  Our faith tells us that that Jesus conquered death by his resurrection so you and me should live with the certainty that after our earthly life we will be with God and all those who have gone before us in faith.   
Jesus returned to his Father, but he did not leave us all alone.  He is always present along with God the Father and comes to everyone through the Holy Spirit.  We read before he leaves them, he reminds his disciples that they have a mission.   Jesus’ words to his disciples to, “Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every creature” means his good news is meant for everyone. If you feel the joy and peace of Jesus, share it with others who need to hear it.  Who knows, you may be giving them hope just when they need it the most.  You and I also have a mission to spread Jesus’ love and hope whenever we can.   I think many times, we are too passive and just accept when is being said or done around us, we do not want to rock the boat but if the boat is the Titanic maybe we need to step in and at least say something!  
As we hear in the second reading from Saint Paul, we are urged to, “Live in a manner worthy of the call we have received with humility, gentleness and patience.”  Not easy in a rough and tough world.  Patience is a tough one.  I know I struggle with that one.  I want everything to be all right now but sometimes we must learn to wait and trust in the Lord especially when things seem to go all wrong.    
Life seems to be filled with ‘Little goodbyes and big goodbyesI remember my children when they were young, and they had their first day I school.  My wife and I followed the bus until they arrived at school.  Later, I remember how I felt when we dropped them off at college.  Finally there is that momentous occasion when they eventually moved out of our house.  It is hard to let go, even though we know we will see them soon.  There are the big  goodbyes, you know when a loved one passes and our faith is challenged. .  It is hard to let go sometimes, especially to someone we love.  We want to hold on to them forever, but we cannot.   Imagine how the disciples must have felt.  I am sure some of them must have thought in their hearts, Lord do not leave me!  We need you now more than ever.  I cannot do this alone.  We thought we lost you when they crucified you, but you returned.  We cannot lose you again.  They were human, they had feelings.  We know they obeyed him, but it must have been hard to let go.  When we lose a loved one, it can be very frightening.  Thinking about this past Sunday that was Mother’s Day, I recall on that last month on April 20th was the 31st Anniversary of my mother passing away.  I was talking to my brother Michael and he reminded me that when it happened, we did not think we could make it through one day and here it is 31 years later.  Goodbyes are difficult.  But I am sure that for many of you, your loved ones never really left you, you still carry their memory in your heart and sometimes you feel them close to you.  I certainly do.
     Jesus did not go away when he ascended, he promised to send an Advocate, the Holy Spirit to them and to us.  Our Lord remains so close to you and me.  He is always there, always ready if we allow him to transform us into the people we are meant to be.  Just like the disciples who had a mission, you and I are here with our own mission.  We carry our faith to an unbelieving selfish world.  We demonstrate that faith when we go the extra mile and choose to right course of action even when it costs us.  Each day we have th4e opportunity to love the Lord by what we do and how we live.  So don’t let a day go by without saying a prayer of thankfulness for all you have.  I think being grateful for what we have is key to being happy even when you are being challenged.  Sometimes our challenge is coping with our own worries and fears.  Its having hope even in the face of the difficulties that life presents to us.  Jesus did not ascend to the father and forget about his disciples just as he does not forget about you and me.  If we let him into our lives, he will guide us and give us the strength to persevere, no matter how scary life can feel sometimes.  May God Bless you.
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