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What storms are you facing?  What is it that makes you want to cry out to 

God and say, “Lord , do you not care that  I am perishing?  Most of us have 

had an experience on being on a boat or ship when the weather was not 

good and the craft was bouncing up or down.  I used to travel a great deal 

and I recall experiencing turbulence on some flights.  Suddenly things get 

quiet and we are alerted by the personnel to return to our seats and make 

sure our seat belts are securely fastened.  It can be a little scary.  I would 

say a rosary on most of my flights.  You know, just in case!  The readings 

this Sunday all point to the power of God.  He can right the ship, still the 

winds and storms that confront us.  He is that anchor in our lives when all 

seems to pull us away.   

Our first reading is from the book of Job.  The Book of Job is one of my 

most favorite books of the Old Testament.  It is a fascinating story that 

raises big questions, “Why is there evil in the world and why do good 

people suffer and how can a loving God allow it?”  It is also the most 

frustrating book because by the end of Job, God does not provide easy 

answers and the mysteries remain.  For followers of Christ, it always comes 

back to faith, you can never satisfy people fully if they refuse to believe.  

But we pray for them and when they see how we act. Maybe we will inspire 

them.     

In Job we have a righteous man, who is successful and has everything 

going for him.  It is all taken away suddenly.  He loses his family, his wealth 

and is covered in sores and boils.  The thinking in Job’s day (and for some 

of us today) is that you get in life what you deserve and if bad things 

happen then you must have done bad things. Job is tested and he will not 

”curse God and die” like some suggest even his wife.  Some of his friends 

come along and try to explain to him that he is not innocent, that the evil 

that has come upon him is his own fault but he cannot accept it.  At one 

point Job wishes that he was never born, that he never saw the light of day.  

He is a man full of anguish and despair.  In your darkest days, I am sure 

you can relate to Job.  We all can, we all have been there on our needs 

and feel why is this happening to me?  When is it going to get better.  



Sometimes we need to push through as best we can.  Often our prayers 

are not answered the way we would like them to be but we keep holding 

on.  I always say when you are brought to your knees, the only way to look 

is up. 

Finally God speaks to Job but does not answer him as he would expect.  .  

God chastises his friends for what they have said to him.  Our reading 

today from chapter 38 is the beginning of God’s reply.  The Lord speaks 

with Job, “out of the storm.”  Which links it to our Gospel today.  Instead of 

answers, God poses questions to Job. “Where were you when I founded 

the earth? Basically saying who are you to even question me.  To you and 

me we sympathize with Job but we need to understand that God’s ways 

are not our ways.  Much of life cannot be understood and the Divine plan is 

a mystery that gradually unfolds.  I like to say that there is a bigger picture 

that we will never fully understand.  God continues to question Job about 

creation and points out God’s great power.  In consideration of all of the 

universe and the magnificent power of creation who is Job or for that fact 

any human being to question God and his infinite power.  Job’s humble 

response to God in Chapter 39 is to acknowledge God’s power and admit 

that, “I have dealt with great things that I do not understand…too wonderful 

for me which I cannot know.”  We read that Job repents in dust in ashes.  

God restores Job and he is given much than he had before and he is 

granted a long life.  For Christians, there is so much we do not and cannot 

understand especially when it come to life and death and suffering.  There 

are no easy answers.  It is all tied to free will that we have and the freedom 

to choose God or not.  It takes faith and trust in Jesus, even when 

everything looks dark and hopeless. 

In the Gospel, Jesus gives his disciples the opportunity to show they know 

him.  After all they have seen him perform miracles and they have heard 

him teach them about the Kingdom of God.  But when the storm comes 

they are terrified and doubt him.  It is just like you and I.  When things are 

going well, it is easy to pray and believe in a loving God.  However when 

the “storms” come into our lives we are tossed about and are confused just 

like the disciples and we can doubt that Jesus is really there for us.  It is 



when things are really bad that Our Lord is closest to us.  We may not 

realize it amidst all of the confusion and fear but he never leaves us. 

I had an interesting experience the other day.  It reminded me that most 

people are good.  My wife and I were returning from a wake service for a 

friend’s relative.  After turning off route 9 at the Matawan exit, my car stalls 

and the engine dies right there on the exit ramp.  Long story short I was at 

the place for more than 2 hours from 7-9 pm until I finally got a tow.  I 

counted more than a dozen people slowed down and asked me if I was all 

right.  I had one elderly woman who had just gone to carvels offer me a 

bottle of water.  Another man gave me a jump but the engine was dead.  

Most people are good, never forget that especially when all the news 

makes us cynical. 


