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     The image of a shepherd had long been used to describe how 

those in leadership positions take care of their flock.  Sometimes 

leaders are good shepherds that show compassion and love to their 

flock but often they are corrupt and only interested in expanding their 

power with little regard for the people they have under their charge.  

Funny after 2000 years some things unfortunately never change.  But 

we must remain hopeful, as Catholics we know that this life is only 

temporary, there is a bigger picture that is more wonderful than we 

can ever imagine.  

 

     In the first reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah, the 

prophet chastises shepherds who mislead their flock.  Today’s first 

reading from Jeremiah calls out the bad shepherds who led God’s 

people astray and will ultimately lead them into political and moral 

disaster.  While kings and priests’ rule and lead, the prophets offer 

God’s judgement, and it is often harsh.  For 40 years Jeremiah was 

the voice of Yahweh in the midst of political upheaval, religious 

disintegration and moral decay.  Undaunted by ridicule and 

persecution, the prophet called it as he saw it and denounced a 

series of Judean kings as weak and unworthy shepherds.  He must 

have been very courageous to stand up and challenge the leadership.  

It takes a lot of courage to stand up for what is right especially when it 

is unpopular or costs you.  We need more prophets like Jeremiah 

today. “Woe to the shepherds who mislead and scatter the flock of 

my pasture…. but I will take care to punish your evil deeds.”  During 



Jeremiah’s time, the kings had led God’s people astray, the current 

king Zedekiah was no better and so the prophet foretells a time which 

God will appoint a righteous branch or shoot from the house of David.  

Later Jesus was understood as the good shepherd who ushered in a 

time of peace and justice seeking out the week to draw all the 

scattered and alienated to himself. 

 

     In the Gospel reading we hear that was trying to take the apostles 

away so they could rest from their work.  The 12 are for the first and 

only time called, “Apostles” in the Gospel of Mark.  When Jesus 

looked at the vast crowd that was following them, “His heart was 

moved with pity for them for they were like sheep without a shepherd.”  

Although the apostles need time alone, Jesus responds to the needs 

of the people by his miracle of feeding the five thousand with the five 

loaves and two fish.  We all need time to pray and connect with our 

Lord.  Silence today is difficult to find.  I think that is why many people 

enjoy mass on Sundays, it is a time to worship together as a 

community.  It is a time of prayer.  However, we should make time 

every day when we can be alone with our Lord and open our hearts 

to him. 

 

    Saint Paul in the second reading says of Jesus, “He came and 

preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 

were near, for through him we both have access in one spirit to the 

Father.”  We know the good shepherd; we only have to trust him and 

follow him, and he will lead us home to eternal life. 

 



 Jesus looked on the crowds and had pity for them because they 

were like lost sheep.  To be honest sometimes we all feel lost.  Life 

tosses us around like a rollercoaster.  One minute everything is so 

great but then suddenly we take sharp turn downward.  Often it is our 

own doing but sometimes, bad things just happen.  Jesus is the good 

shepherd; he knows his sheep and his sheep know him.  We who 

follow Jesus are never lost.  Though we may wander off and 

sometimes lose our way, we only have to seek him, and we will find 

our way back.  Through our Church, with its leaders to guide us, we 

are nourished at each Mass with the Eucharist.  Through prayer and 

the sacrament of reconciliation we protect our precious souls from 

evil.   

     

Summer is a time for rest and renew our spirits.  Make some quiet 

time for yourself, you need it.  It has been a long year and a half, and 

we all have been through the ringer with Covid and everything else.  

Take comfort in knowing that Jesus the good shepherd will lead us 

home to eternal life.  That is our hope, and it is that hope that 

sustains us no matter what difficulties this life presents.  As Saint 

Augustine reminds us, “Our Hearts are restless, until they rest in 

thee.” 

May God Bless you. 


