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Life can be so difficult at times for everyone. It could how you feel, work, 

school kids your spouse, maybe even your deacon! Sometimes we are 

caught between a rock and a “hard place.”  We must make a decision, and 

each is fraught with doubt and risk.  We turn to family and friends, but no 

one can make the decision for us. It is easy to say’ trust in God” but harder 

to do, much harder sometimes. Letting go, letting God seems too just too 

easy. I have to be in control, I need to be sure but to trust in God?  Maybe he 

will not answer me the way I want? The first reading from Isaiah and the 

Gospel on the fourth Sunday of Advent presents us with two very different 

men who were facing life and death issues, King Ahaz, and Saint Joseph. 

One, Saint Joseph puts all his trust in God while King Ahaz does not trust 

God but thinks he know best. 

The story of Ahaz is in the eight century B.C. during a time of political 

conflict. The prophet Isaiah repeatedly confronted Kings and people about 

being faithful to God rather than rely on other nations. His cries for 

repentance were not listened to. There was an unsuccessful attack by a 

coalition of neighboring kings angered by King Ahaz refusal to join them. 

However, King Ahaz attempted to join Assyria, an enemy of the God of 

Israel instead of relying on God. In today’s reading his refusal to test the 

Almighty was not based on any piety.  As king of Judah, he has to choose to 

give in to Assyria and become one of their territories or else join an alliance 

with the northern tribe of Israel.  The prophet Isaiah is telling Ahaz to rely 

on God and act independently because his other choice will lead to 

destruction. Unfortunately for Ahaz he will not submit to God’s will. He 

attempts to align with Assyria and ultimately the temple is destroyed, and 

the people go into exile. But the prophet appeals to those who believe in 

God, Isaiah does offer a sign to a virgin giving birth to a son who will be 

named “Emmanuel” God -with-Us who will remain with his people after 

they are dispersed and defeated.  

In today’s Gospel, we read about Joseph’s role in the birth of the Savior. I 

am sure that Joseph loved Mary and since they were betrothed, he probably 

wanted to have a family and a regular simple life as a carpenter. But we 

know that it did not turn out as he had planned. He is a kind of unsung hero 

in the Nativity drama. Like the blessed Mother, he also responded yes to 



God’s call. He must have been very troubled at the news that his betrothed 

was with child. Yet even though he did not understand all that was 

happening, his compassion outweighed the law and rather than subject her to 

the possibly of stoning, he decided to take matters into his own hands and 

not expose her to the law. He allowed the Lord to show him the way he must 

take. That is a great lesson for us. Saint Joseph is a model for all of us, full 

of kindness and compassion even when he doesn’t quite understand.  He put 

Mary’s needs before his own and he would do these many times. Another 

lesson is being patient with God. The answer may not come immediately but 

the answer will come. Sometimes we have plans, but God has other ideas for 

us.  

 

Here we are on the Fourth Sunday of Advent. I hope it has been a prayerful 

Advent for you. If you have been so busy and distracted, our Lord is waiting 

to come into your home and into your heart. There is still time to prepare 

yourself for his coming. During the next few days, take time out, even when 

you exhausted at night before you go to sleep or in the morning when you 

awaken, say a simple prayer such as “Change me Lord help me to learn to be 

more kind and loving to those around me.”  If possible, take the opportunity 

to get to the Sacrament of Reconciliation. We are all very fortunate, more 

than we realize. Despite all our problems there are many people worse off 

who need our prayers, especially sick, homeless, and forgotten people. Then 

there are our brave soldiers who are putting themselves in harm’s way for us 

so far from home.  

 

 Even if all our plans do not turn out as we had planned, Christmas is a time 

of hope. I pray that life with all its troubles and difficulties has not made you 

so cynical that you cannot see the baby Jesus. I hope that you have not 

grown up too much and become so worldly that you have forgotten what it 

means to believe in miracles. As Catholics, we are people of hope especially 

in a world that can be so cold sometimes. We all face difficult choices and 

life can really be so difficult sometimes, maybe all the time. This has been a 

difficult year.  I know so many families that have been affected by the lost of 

a loved one.  But remain faithful and trust that ultimately everything is in 

God’s hands. During this holy time maybe, we can be a bit more 

understanding, patient and compassionate with others, especially our own 

family.  I know that for many good people this season can be hard when you 

really sense the loss of your loved ones who have passed away. Maybe you 

want Christmas season to pass by quickly because it hurts. But like a child, 

the true meaning of Christmas carries with it the gift of eternal life in peace 



surrounded by a loving God and those we once loved. Now that’s a gift!  

May God Bless you. 


