
7th Sunday Ordinary Time Cycle C February 20, 2022 

*(Note we are also celebrating Confirmation Candidates Melissa Brown and Taylor Brown) 

A few weeks ago, Deacon Bob and I were planning to meet Deacon Frank De 

Aguste to review the Mass and Baptism schedules for this year.  My last 

conversation with him via emails was about the type of pizza we would have.  He 

wanted plain and I wanted veggie pizza.  He passed away quietly at home the next 

day, we never had that pizza.  I felt crushed at the loss of a good friend and a 

brother Deacon.   I was fortunate to know him and serve together the parish 

family of Most Holy Redeemer.   Respecting the families’ wishes there will be a 

memorial mass in the spring.  Frank had preached at the 5:00 mass the prior 

Saturday and I wanted to hear him, so I went on YouTube and listened to his last 

sermon.  He spoke about gifts reflecting on Saint Paul’s message to the 

Corinthians about the different gifts we are all given but the same Spirit.  Frank 

mentioned that his late wife had the gift of prayer.  Frank said his gift was 

listening.  I can attest to the fact that Deacon Frank listened attentively patiently 

without judgement not only to me but to many of you.  He loved you all and is 

sorely missed. 

Judging one another is a key them of today’s readings.  Today’s Gospel is a 

continuation of Luke’s “Sermon on the Plain.”  Just imagine thousands of people 

sitting in the grass listening to these radical teachings of Jesus and how it would 

sound to early Christians of the Mediterranean world.  “Honor/Shame” were 

important to their culture and to allow someone to slap you without returning the 

provocation would be considered more shameful.  The social system operated on 

a kind of you do for me and I do for you.  You lent money to those who could pay 

you back.  If you did a good deed. it was expected that a good deed would be 

reciprocated.  Jesus’ message to love your enemies and bless those who curse you 

or to give more to people who take from you shocked them.  It also challenges us 

today but that is what we are called to do if we are disciples of Jesus. 

The last paragraph drives home the point, we will receive what we have given to 

others especially if it goes unnoticed and unappreciated.  When we act with 

mercy and compassion, we are recognizing that Almighty God does the same for 

each one of us.  This is true when we sin and fall short of what we are called to be.  

We cannot comprehend the love and mercy our Lord has for us.  His sacrifice on 



the cross shows that he gives us everything including his only son.  Jesu’ words 

are hard to take especially living in this very secular culture of ours where mercy 

and compassion are never mentioned on the nightly news and most movies and 

videos celebrate vengeance especially the swift violent kind. 

I think if we take an extreme literal interpretation of what Jesus is saying, we miss 

the point.  I don’t believe that Jesus was saying that anyone should live with 

physical abuse.  I don’t think Jesus would want us to give everything away and 

then become a burden to others.  I do believe that he was talking about a radical 

love that reaches beyond just those we love and who love us back.  Radically 

loving, radically forgiving, radically generous and ultimately radically God-like.  

The key point is that if there is no difference between how Christians behave and 

how non-Christians behave where is Christ in our lives?  If we use the same 

measure of fairness and generosity that our self-centered, narcissistic world uses 

where how do we reflect the influence of Jesus’ self-giving on the cross?  

 I have recently witnessed this in people who took care of elderly parents even 

when they were no sign of gratitude or appreciation for the sacrifices that were 

made to keep them home.  I have seen the generosity of people helping others 

with no expectation of return.  I know that sometimes even when cruel things are 

said in gossip about other people to not participate in it and point out that there 

are many sides to any argument.  In our world it is easy to get discouraged by all 

we see happening around us.  But even if the world shows no mercy or 

compassion, do not despair.  We all fall short of the standards that Jesus set but 

that does not mean we should stop trying.  It is a lifelong process. Remember, 

“For the measure with which you measure, will in return be measured out to 

you.”  I pray that we all learn to be more merciful and compassionate to others 

even to those who don’t like us, or share our views or even recognize the good we 

are trying to do.  I think that is where faith in our Lord and prayer will always help 

us. 

*At the 11:30 mass we welcome 2 very Special people Melissa and Taylor who will receive the 

sacrament of Confirmation today.  I have worked with both of them in our Confirmation 

Preparation program under the leadership of our Pastor, Father Carina.  I have been privileged 

to walk with them on their journey of faith in preparation of the Holy Spirit to come into their 

lives.  They are wonderful people and I see in them the hope and future of our church as they 

give witness to their family and friends and share their faith with others. 


