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Why does life feel so hard? Why does the world seem spinning out of 

control? How do I live out my faith when it seems everybody is going 

against what I believe?  It must have been easier with the Apostles and 

Saint Paul, right? In the first reading in the Acts of the Apostles, we hear 

that Paul and Barnabas were facing much opposition as they tried to 

spread the good news. Paul tells the disciples, “It is necessary for us to 

undergo many hardships to enter the Kingdom of God.”  Why should you 

and I expect living our faith today to be easy? Why do we expect that 

everyone to just get along? We should expect to be challenged and yes 

sometimes ridiculed for standing up for what we believe. Jesus should be 

our anchor, our solid ground so that when everything else is shaky, we turn 

to him to steady us with the sure hope that if we pick up our cross and 

follow him, we will be ok. 

In the second reading from Revelation was written to a Christian 

community that was facing violent persecution and its people had grown 

weary in the hope of the Lord’s return. We hear “…He will wipe every tear 

from their eyes, there will be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, 

for the old order has passed away.”  This is a message of hope, and it is 

often read at funeral liturgies. As Christians we must always hope even 

when life seems so dark, and we are afraid. We come to our church for 

peace, we receive the body and blood of our savior to strengthen us and 

nourish us so we can continue on. We know that we are not alone. 

Everyone suffers. We gather as a community of believers and together we 

worship our Lord, and we pray for one another, and we go on. 

The setting for the Gospel is the Last Supper. Jesus knows he is going to 

die, and he knows that Judas is the one who will betray him. Knowing that 

you are going to die or a loved one is going to pass is so hard. Our Lord 

faced death and our belief and trust in him will help us do the same. As 

soon as Judas leaves, he begins to discuss the meaning of his crucifixion. 



The author of the gospel is looking back at the Last supper as a believer in 

the risen Christ. This is written in the context of Jesus death and 

resurrection. He is already glorified and gives glory to God by being raised 

up. During the Easter season, Jesus’ words, “My children, I will be with you 

only a little while longer” can point us to his ascension. 

Just as Jesus will be laying down his life for his people, so must the 

disciples lay down their lives for each other. Jesus gives them a new 

commandment to love one another, not just as they love themselves but as 

he has loved them. The Lord says to us: “Love one another.” He did not 

say, “Love one another when you are both young and when you are both 

healthy.” He did not say: “Love one another when the other one has 

stopped offending you.”  When everything is going well, it is easy to 

believe, easy to love but life isn’t easy, and we are challenged to remember 

God’s love for us especially when it is all going wrong. 

As a deacon I am privileged to preside over many marriages. I never take 

marriages or anything I do as an ordained deacon lightly. I always tell the 

couple that the wedding is just a day, but the sacrament of matrimony is 

forever. Through good times and through hard times, when we are young 

and healthy or as we age and become fragile, a husband and a wife are 

expected to be there for one another no matter what.  That is why the 

marriage between a man and a woman, foreshadows Christ and his Christ. 

We all know that even 2000 years later, the command for all of us, 

especially Christians, “to love one another as I have looked you remains a 

challenge” especially in our society today.  You know when I turn on the 

news or open a newspaper lately, all I see is violence and suffering. I 

wonder when our Lord looks down and wonders what happened, why 

people don’t listen.  From Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta, “We must live 

life beautifully; we have Jesus with us, and he loves us. If we could only 

remember that God loves us, and we have an opportunity to love others as 

he loves us, not in big things, but in small things with great love, then our 

country becomes a nest of love… a burning light of peace in the world.” 



Most likely, opportunities present themselves in little ways every day.  In 

the caring for those who are hurting. In being present to others when all 

they need is our time. It is through prayer and random acts of kindness that 

we are following Our Lord’s command. 

May God Bless you. 

 


