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We hear in the Gospel from Luke, “Strive to enter through the narrow gate. 

Many will attempt to enter but will not be strong enough.”  Jesus uses the 

language of a house, with himself as an owner, The door is not wide for 

everyone to just walk through. It is narrow and the faithful can choose that 

door. Once it is closed, you cannot force your way into it. Those outside 

catch of glimpse of the joy and peace but cannot enter. God desires the 

salvation of all people, but it is our choice to choose or refuse it.” 

Not to make light of the message but I cannot help but think of “Let’s Make 

a Deal” with Monty Hall from so many years ago. Do you choose door 

number one or door number two or do you just stay and take what is in 

front of you. Behind one door is a treasure greater than what is in front of 

you. Behind the other door is a lot of nothing. Maybe a year’s supply of 

spam but a big disappointment if you choose it. Or are you satisfied what is 

in front of you and will not change and regret what you could have gotten. 

My wife had an interesting comment, she asked me how we know. Behind 

which door is the treasure and which door is disappointment? We make our 

life choices in accordance with Jesus and his church and the 

commandments. If we follow Jesus, we will not be lead astray. 

All of today’s readings are about hope and perseverance. God has a plan 

for us. We may not always understand it, or like it but we must persevere. 

We make the conscious choice to follow Jesus through the narrow door 

leading to eternal life to be with our loved ones forever or not. 

The first reading from Isaiah is a vision of a glorious Jerusalem which will 

be filled not only with Jews but with all people. “I know their works and their 

thoughts, and I come to gather nations of every language. “Come home to 

me. The second reading from the Letter to the Hebrews, challenges each 

one of us who loves Jesus and his church to endure our trials. “…Make 

straight paths for your feet…God treats you as sons.”  That means we are 

his family, and we are loved. Do not give up and do not despair. Life can be 

so hard sometimes; you cannot bear it. The struggles and hurts hold us 

down. But our faith, real faith should and must give us the strength to go on 

even when we do not want too anymore.  



If you have children or grandchildren that play sports, I can imagine that 

there are times when your child is up to bat or has the ball in soccer or is 

running or swimming to the finish, you get excited and scream out, “Keep 

on Trying, you can do it, don’t give up.  You are so close!”  You are 

encouraging the boy or girl to keep going.  The letter to the Hebrews was 

written to offer encouragement to believers who may be considering 

abandoning their faith. Its not persecution or martyrdom that threatens 

them, but it seems that the fire of faith that was ignited is cooling, and they 

are becoming lukewarm. They were giving up. Sometimes when it seems 

very dark, we may feel we want to give up but that is the best time to give it 

over to the Lord whatever you are facing. 

In the Gospel Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. The gate or door he 

chose to go through, the choice he made was to face his passion, death, 

and resurrection. Someone in the crowd asked Jesus if few would be 

saved. The question offers Jesus the opportunity to mention once again the 

difficulties involved with following him. It is not easy, to turn away from sin, 

to do the right thing day in and day out. Jesus does not answer the 

question whether few will be saved. We like to think God is all forgiving and 

merciful. We like to think everyone in the end is forgiven but maybe not 

Jesus says he is the gate and whoever enters through him will be saved 

(John 10:9). Jesus is the is the means to salvation. The door is narrow 

because Jesus’ teachings challenge us to live better with compassion and 

love for others. That can be very hard. Recall in Matthew’s Gospel since 

the same words occur near the end of Jesus’ challenging Sermon of the 

Mount in Matthew (Matt 7:13). There Jesus says the gate and road to 

destruction is broad and many take it. Because many opt for that wide gate 

or road to destruction Jesus says in the Gospel today, “Strive to enter 

through the narrow gate…” (Luke 13:24 

Why the narrow gate? Because it is easy to be selfish especially today. It is 

easy to turn away, and just be concerned on what I need, what I want. I 

think this is why so many marriages fail with today’s young people. They go 

into it with the idea that If things get tough, I am out of here. 

Pope John Paul II speaking at the canonization of Edith Stein in 1998 said, 

“The modern world boasts of the enticing door which says: everything is 

permitted. It ignores the narrow gate of discernment and renunciation. I am 



speaking especially to you, young Christians…Your life is not an endless 

series of open doors! Listen to your heart! Do not stay on the surface but 

go to the heart of things! And when the time is right, have the courage to 

decide! The Lord is waiting for you to put your freedom in his good hands.”   

The message for you and me here, life’s challenges can make us grow 

weary but persevere. Sometimes the world seems so crazy, that you want 

to scream out, “I cannot go on, Lord show me the way.” We all have 

choices, doors to walk through or avoid. A chance to follow the Lord or not. 

Sometimes things are thrust upon us, and we do not really have a choice. It 

may be a painful door that life forced us to walk through but we choose how 

to respond and go forward. It is our choice to live a life in faith and hope 

regardless of the challenges or to be bitter and despair. Remember Jesus 

is on his way to Jerusalem, and he will go all the way to Calvary and pass 

through the “narrow gate” of the cross. There is no helping it: we must walk 

with him if we want to be with him. Only in that way will we too be saved. 

Live as sons and daughters of God choosing the narrow gate that leads to 

life. The narrow gate means seek what is eternal.  In choosing Jesus and 

all he stands for, we are choosing life, happiness and ultimately peace.  


