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Whenever you attend a wedding, what is one of the first things you do 

when you enter the hall? You look for the place cards, telling you where 

you are sitting. If you are like, the next thing you do is to find out who is 

sitting at your table. You hope it is with people you know and are friendly. It 

can be a little awkward at first if you are sitting with complete strangers. 

You hope your table is close enough so you can see the bride and groom 

dance, hear the best man and maid of honor speak and enjoy all the 

festivities.  If you are sitting with the parents of the groom or the bride, you 

know you are special. To be honest unlike my dear wife, I like to sit far 

away, way in the back. I wish I could say it is because I am following Jesus’ 

teaching, but it is not from humility or any noble purpose, its just so I can 

hear myself talk above the blasted music! I cannot stand the loud sounds of 

the DJ especially if I am right next to the speakers. 

The theme in our readings is humility. We hear about humility in both the 

First reading from the Book of Sirach and in the Gospel from Luke. Humility 

requires a dispassionate and honest appreciation of the self in relationship 

to others and to God. In effect, humble people recognize the limitations as 

well as the possibilities of the lives God has given them. Arrogance and 

false pride are the opposites of humility.  

In today’s reading Jesus is dining with religious leaders and takes the 

opportunity using parables to teach them about humility. In the first century 

the concept of honor was highly valued. Where you were seated showed 

everyone how important and respected, they were. Honor and pride were 

high values while shame and humility were to be avoided. Like he would do 

many times, Jesus turns their limited understanding upside down. By being 

humble and acknowledging God as the center of our lives, you have the 

best seat at the eternal banquet. 

Jesus knows the weaknesses of the human heart. It is full of pride and 

desire for worldly honor, so he challenges them not to seek the high places 

of honor at the table but to seek the lowest place. They probably shook 

their heads and rolled their eyes saying who is this guy? Unlike those 



seeking worldly honor, those that know that everyone we have comes from 

a loving God. Earlier he chastised his disciples when they argued about 

which of them was the greatest. They wanted to sit on his right and left to 

feel important. What did he do, he placed a child by his side. Children had 

little or no status back then. He tells them that whoever receives this child 

in my name receives me and the one who sent me. Jesus then says, “the 

least among all of you is the one who is the greatest.”  

In the second part of the Gospel reading, Jesus is calling attention to the 

unworthy motive of inviting people because you are expecting a return 

invitation or some other repayment. The heavenly banquet is open to all 

rich and poor. The gift of salvation is free and open to all of us. We are 

special and precious in God’s eyes. We all tend to be judgmental. It is so 

hard to see Christ in that drug addicted man passed out in the street or 

those homeless people who appear to be out of their minds. But they were 

once someone’s son or daughter. They are valued and loved by God. 

There are many divisions and prejudices in society today which remind us 

that society has not yet arrived at understanding who we really are, children 

of a loving creator. If we fully embrace the Jesus message, then the second 

part of Jesus’ teaching today would not seem so radical. 

As Christians, we must walk humbly with our Lord especially in a world that 

is so focused on the self. It is difficult to turn outwards instead of inwards. 

Remember our Lord’s words, “I tell you, do not worry about your life, what 

you will eat (or drink), or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life 

more than food and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds in the 

sky; they do not sow or reap, they gather nothing into barns, yet your 

heavenly Father feeds them. Are not you more important than they?” (Matt 

6:25-26) 

 If only we truly believed that. To trust fully in the Lord is a life-long 

challenge. When we reflect on who we are, we realize that our concern 

should not be getting more and more, keeping up with the Joneses or 

whatever, but instead how we can live as Jesus taught us.  

 



The other side of the coin is pride. Balancing pride and humility are a 

problem for us all. There are forms of pride that are good… and there are 

certainly forms of pride that are bad. Let us start with good pride. We 

should take pride in our work and try to do it well. We should be honorable, 

a quality lacking in today’s world. We should be honor in our dealings with 

other people. We should care for our employees and workers and be proud 

that we care for them. If we have talents, we should share them with others 

and not have a false humility that causes us to withhold what we can create 

for others. Hiding our light under a bushel does not give honor and glory to 

God. Our heavenly Father gave us talents so that we might brighten and 

build up the lives of those around us.  

 

Then there are forms of pride that are bad. They cut us off from others and 

isolate us. Pride in anyone’s soul brings with it denial, rationalization, and 

living a lie. Pride brings us into the hell of living in isolation. I am better than 

others. So, in this parable of Jesus that you have just heard, Jesus is not 

merely talking about nice table manners. No. He is talking about the way 

you and I live our lives. He is talking about the way we treat our selves, 

others, and God. 

 

Pride keeps folks away from going to confession. They just cannot bring 

themselves to admit to a priest the nature of their sins. Too proud and too 

arrogant they say themselves “I can confess to God without needing to go 

to a priest.” Instead of seeking forgiveness, they live with guilt and shame 

and unfortunately, it keeps them away from the Eucharist. No man or 

woman is an island.  We need each other and we need to give thanks and 

gratitude for our creator who has given us so much that we can never 

repay God. Pride is the root cause of all sin. Perhaps that’s why Jesus 

spent so much time pointing it out to us and calling us to avoid being proud. 

To quote Saint Mother Teresa,” Pride destroys everything…It is said 

humility is truth. The path that will make us more like Jesus is the path to 

humility.”  Jesus did not just talk about it…He lived life humbly and died in 

humiliation that you and I will have eternal life with Him. 



 

 


