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All the episodes in 

this chapter of 

Mathew begin with 

some mention of 

“Herod.” It is while he 

is “king,” during his days that the Magi come to Jerusalem. 

The Magi are Gentiles, and they are regarded as having 

knowledge far beyond the ordinary ways of human thought. 

For these Magi, the “star” was a revelation, a sign, and they 

have followed it. In this case, certainly, it was a revelation 

from God.  Epiphany seeks to remind us that the life of faith 

is a life of accepting and acknowledging; of giving thanks for, 

those gifts God has so freely given us.  Sometimes we curse 

God for His silence but fail to thank him for the gifts He has 

bestowed.  

The pastor of the church was looking over the cradle when 

he noticed that the baby Jesus was missing from among the 

figures.  Immediately he turned and went outside and saw a 



P a g e  | 2   The Epiphany  Deacon Bob 

little boy with a red wagon, and in the wagon was the figure 

of the little infant, Jesus.  So, he walked up to the boy and 

said, "Well, where did you get Him, my fine friend?"  The little 

boy replied, "I got him from the church."  "And why did you 

take him?" asked the pastor.   

The boy said, "Well, about a week before Christmas I prayed 

to the little Lord Jesus in the manger, and I told him if he 

would bring me a red wagon for Christmas, I would give him 

a ride in it."   

Saying that we will thank/promise God if he delivers and 

thanking or keeping that promise to God for answered 

prayers, sometimes are two different things.   

We have this idea fixed in our minds that God does not or 

should not appear to us in the ordinary aspects of our lives.  

We do not expect God to show up while we are at work in 

our office, in our cars, in a song, in a text message, sitting in 

a classroom, or doing the dishes at the kitchen sink.  
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We, in most cases, have a hard time considering that God's 

answers to our questions can be found in a 2000+ year old 

book,  or on the lips of our employees or our friends, or that 

a dream we had during a long, troubled night is, in fact, a 

message from God.  

The wisdom of the wise men was, and is, simply this - they 

sought wisdom, - they were willing to journey in faith to 

personally discover what God was doing. They did not 

hesitate to ask for help along the way, and finally they 

accepted what they found - even though it was plainly 

dressed - they believed.   

They can be an example to us today. In addition to the gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh, they gave Jesus some gifts we can 

give him today: their hope, their time, and their worship. 

When everyone else saw a night sky, this small band of men 

saw the light.  
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This should be our call as well; so, as we move into this New 

Year the gospel tells us, as did the Wise Men, go another 

way.  

When the star in the sky is gone, when the kings and Magi 

are home, when the shepherds are back with their flock, and 

the decorations back in the attic, the work of Christmas 

begins: to find the lost, to heal the broken, to feed the 

hungry, to rebuild our world, and to find a peace that does 

not yet exist, and finally…. to give God the thanks of the 

Epiphany, our hope, our time, and our worship – and to 

occasionally give him a ride in our wagon, the ride that we 

have promised Him many times in prayer but have not yet 

delivered; 2023 gives us all yet us another chance.  

 

 

 

 

 


