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On the feast of the Epiphany, we read about the Gospel story about three 

wise men seeking the Messiah. 

I would like to relate to you how I recently found the “messiah” in Old 

Bridge Hospital on Ferry Road. I do not mean to sound irreverent or 

disrespectful, but this really happened on Wednesday night. My wife and I 

were going to visit my sister Judy and my cousin over near Brownstown. We 

were rushing out and I picked up my wedding ring and without thinking 

stuck it on my finger on my right hand. It felt a little snug, but I pushed it 

down my finger. So, we had a nice visit, drinks, coffee, and cake and came 

home. I cannot get the ring off! My finger was swollen, and I used Windex, 

soft and water, oil but as much I tried, I could not get it off my finger. My 

finger became more swollen, so we took at ride at 12:00 midnight to the 

emergency room where, after 15 minutes if using a ring cutter, they cut the 

ring off my finger. I was so relieved to get it off. Wait for it, just guess what 

the medical assistant’s name was, Karen Messiah! True story I do not lie, 

The ancient magi of the Gospel reading traveled from darkness into light. 

They sought the Prince of Peace. They were astrologers, people who read 

the portents of the sky. The sudden appearance of a bright star was the 

symbol of the birth of a great one. They traveled west, following the star's 

course, until they came to Judea. Then they went to the place where they 

expected a great one to be found. They are summoned before King Herod. 

They would probably assume he was a noble and gracious King, but he is 

not. He is filled with hatred and jealousy and murderous intentions. They 

went to the palace. Instead of a great one, they found Herod. Now, Herod 

was only concerned with one thing in his life, and that was Herod. He had 

the opportunity to come out of darkness into the light. His own scripture 

scholars found that the coming Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. But 

Herod feared the political effects of a Messiah coming during his reign. His 

darkness was so deep that he would attempt to kill the baby, challenging 

God's plan rather than trusting God to care for him if he also were to come 

into the light. Meanwhile, the magi's faith had become so deep that after 

they found the child and worshiped him, they put their lives in jeopardy and 

did not return to Herod. Once they possessed the child in their hearts, the 

magi could live in His light and die in His peace. Because Herod refused to 

enter into the child's light, he would die in turmoil and in darkness. 



There are many messages carried in this feast day. There is the message of 

the Word of God manifested to all including the Gentiles. There is the 

message of God's secret plan now revealed. There is the message that God 

calls all people from all nations to Himself. There is a message against 

prejudice and bigotry. There is also the message that seeking Christ means 

wanting Him to transform our lives. This transformation can change our 

worldly way of thinking and mold us into wise men and women.  

It is fitting that the Wise Men, after having met Jesus, 'go home by another. 

Perhaps we have to get off this road we are travelling on and get right with 

our Lord. After encountering the Christ Child, the wise men they have been 

converted. They are different, changed, new men and they will never again 

be able to go down the old paths. They will not go and tell (hateful) Herod 

about what they have seen but resolutely go home by a new pathway. Their 

lives are changed to live the new reality of what they have experienced.  

We are all like the three wise men. Following the star that leads to the 

Messiah. I follow Bishop Barron on YouTube and he said their journey 

mirrors our own spiritual journey with its ups and down, high and lows. 

Lately I been doing a lot of reflecting, especially in this new year. Life 

seems to go too fast, and you wonder where the time went. I look in the 

mirror and the face that is staring back at me seems to be someone else. 

Someone older perhaps but I pray someone a little wiser. It is a funny thing 

when you are young, you cannot wait to get older to go high school and then 

on to college and get a job. You cannot wait until you are eighteen and you 

feel that you are an adult, then its onto twenty-one and you can go into an 

establishment and legally drink. You cannot wait to learn to drive, your first 

kiss and then for many it is the wedding, the children and all that 

responsibility. We are so busy, and we do not seem to notice that in an 

instant, things change, and we are never the same, but we go on anyway. 

let us take some time, at the start of this new year to come into the presence 

of Jesus the Light to all nations. Think about what gift (individual to each of 

us) that we are called upon to present before the Lord. For the Lord to use 

and transform. When we encounter Christ, we must become lights ourselves 

going out to radiate Christ's light to everyone we meet. This message 

reminds us 'we must believe so that the world can begin to believe'. We must 

radiate Christ's light to the world. and all peoples. so that people can 

experience Christ's light shining through us too. 

  



Today we kneel before the Christ child we bow and open up our treasure 

chests what gift is it that we lay before our Lord? Perhaps you give people 

hope, you listen to them and let them know that there is joy after sorrow, life 

after loss and ultimately peace and rest in the Lord. 

 

 May God Bless you. 

 
 

  

 

     


