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 This Gospel is called the 

Transfiguration Gospel, because 

Jesus is transfigured or transformed 

on the mountain in view of his 

friends. They were completely 

awestruck and humbled when given 

a glimpse of Christ in all his glory; 

they were able to see, for the first 

time, who Jesus really was; they got just a peek at the glorious 

splendor of heaven when the veil between the two worlds 

crossed.  The Irish believe that this veil between this life and the 

next is close to us and whichever way we move we are bumping 

into people on the other side.  

The disciples, after what they saw, were changed in some way, 

and that is where I what to go on this 2nd Sunday of Lent.  

Transfiguration really is all about being, somehow changed, but, 

yet still the same if that makes sense. That is what Lent is calling 

us to; to be changed in some way. 
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However, we are often uncomfortable with change. We are 

creatures of tradition. Most of us follow the same daily routine. 

We drive to work the same way. We sit in the same pew at 

church. In fact, if I look out, I can tell you which regulars might 

be missing or were late because they are sitting elsewhere, and 

somebody is in their seat. 

We are all a bit like that. We walk into a classroom we head for 

the same side of the classroom, same row.  

If we go to the mall, we park in nearly the same spot, unless 

some inconsiderate person has already parked in “our spot,” and 

each time we enter, we go through the same store. We are 

comfortable; we know our way.  

This is where Jesus steps off; he is transfigured, or changed – 

God offers a glimpse of what is yet to be.  But, that said, 

directional change in life springs from the choices we make, and 

it is from there that Lent can speak to each of us. 

We are all faced with a myriad of choices in life.  With each 

choice, there is a chance that we will choose wrongly.  Did Jesus 

ask any of the other disciples to climb the mountain? We do not 
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know, but it is interesting to ponder because if the others said, 

“oh, no thanks – we’ll see you when you come down” – they 

missed it, but He let them make that choice, anyway. How many 

missteps, wrong choices have we made?  

These are some Biblical examples: Abel and Cain both sons of 

Adam, Abel chooses God. Cain chooses murder. And God lets 

him.  Abraham and Lot, both pilgrims in Canaan. Abraham 

chooses God. Lot chooses Sodom. And God lets him.  Peter and 

Judas both deny their Lord, Peter seeks mercy. Judas seeks 

death. And God lets him.  In every age, on every page of 

Scripture, the truth is revealed, transfigured opened before us.  

We may not be famous Biblical figures, but we too make these 

kinds of choices from the simple to life changing or life ending.  

We decide to read or not to read.  We decide to try or to give up. 

We blame ourselves for our failures, or we blame others. We tell 

the truth, or we lie.  

  Jim Rohn a business philosopher says, “This strange, but all-

knowing God gave to us a gracefully balanced orb called earth.  
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He placed us [here], the intelligent human who would either 

develop it, or destroy it.  

How extremely interesting that God would leave both projects 

unfinished.  Across the rivers and streams he built no bridges, he 

left the pictures unpainted, and the masterpieces [unscored] and 

unsung, the great books unwritten, and the vastness of space 

unexplored.  For accomplishment of these things, God created us, 

the unfinished human, who within our hearts and minds, have the 

capacity to do all thing things, depending again on the choices we 

make.”  

    That is why we journey through Lent year after year; as long 

as we are here, we will never be quite finished. 

 Lent is an introspective or should be one of personal growth and 

change. This 40-day journey brings us yet another chance to 

become somehow transfigured in our own way, to become God’s 

Easter message to ourselves.  
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