
THE OT CANON OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

The most striking difference between the Catholic and Protestant Bibles is that while the former 

has 46 books, the latter has 39 books. This means the inclusion of extra seven books: Tobit, Judith, 

Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus, Baruch, I and II Maccabees, and  three documents added to 

protocanonical books, namely., the supplement to Esther, from x, 4, to the end, the Canticle of the 

Three Youths (Song of the Three Children) in Daniel chapter 3 and the stories of Susanna and the 

Elders and Bel and the Dragon, forming the closing chapters of the Catholic version of that book 

(Daniel chapter 13-and 14). Of these works, Tobit and Judith were written originally in Aramaic, 

perhaps in Hebrew; Baruch and I Maccabees in Hebrew, while Wisdom and II Maccabees were 

certainly composed in Greek. The probabilities favor Hebrew as the original language of the 

addition to Esther, and Greek for the enlargements of Daniel. 

Thus, the Roman Catholic division of the OT canon has four parts: The Pentateuch – Genesis, 

Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy; The Historical Books- Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 & 2 

Samuel. 1 &2 Kings, 1 &2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Tobit, Judith, Esther, 1&2 Maccabees; 

The Wisdom Books- Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, The Song of Songs, The Wisdom of 

Solomon, Sirach (Ecclesiasticus); The prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Baruch, Ezekiel, 

Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 

Zechariah, Malachi. Further readings on this could be found in the Council of Hippo (393 A.D), 

Catharge (397), and Council of Trent’s formal adoption of the Deuterocanonical books as part of 

the inspired and normative books of the OT. 

The ancient Greek Old Testament known as the Septuagint (LXX) was the vehicle which 

conveyed these additional seven books into the Catholic Church. The Septuagint version was 

the Bible of the Greek-speaking, or Hellenist, Jews, whose intellectual and literary center 

was Alexandria. The oldest extant copies date from the fourth and fifth centuries, but nevertheless 

scholars generally admit that these faithfully represent the O. T. as it was current among the 

Hellenist or Alexandrian Jews in the age immediately preceding Christ.  

Part two of today’s entry is the Qumran and the Dead Sea Scrolls. Qumran was a community or 

the center of the Essenes near the Dead Sea in the Judean Desert.  It is about one mile from the 

Dead Sea and ten miles South of Jericho.  At Qumran a group of Essenes settled for many years if 

not for centuries.  Essenes were a Jewish sect that flourished from 2nd Century B.C. to about 70 

A.D.  At a point in history, they took voluntary refuge in the Judean Desert and devoted themselves 

to a fundamental and ascetic existence.  Some of their writings and many Biblical manuscripts 

from them have survived to the present day because of the dry desert climate. Dead Sea is about 

405 meters below sea level, which makes it the lowest point on the earth surface. 

The Essenes did not attach great importance to the Oral Law but to the Written Law.  They were 

a messianic sect in nature and held fervent belief in the coming of the Messiah. At first theirs was 

an active and political messianism; later it became less strident. They were very much devoted to 

the Law and held Moses in high esteem. They lived common life. According to Josephus, a Jewish 

historian, “the individual’s possessions join the common stock and all, like brothers, enjoy a single 

patrimony.” Some of the Essenes lived life of celibacy.  Common among them was avoidance of 

wealth.  The cohesion of the community was ensured by strict obedience and deference to elders. 
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A great number of manuscripts discovered in caves in nearby cliffs at Qumran between 1950 and 

1960 are usually attributed to the Essenes.  These manuscripts are generally called the Dead Sea 

Scrolls because of the geographical location of the place, which is situated in the Northwest shore 

of the Dead Sea. The exact site is called “Khirbet Qumran” – “the ruins of Qumran”.  Many of 

these manuscripts were discovered by Bedouin (nomadic Arabs of the desert).  The discoveries led 

to series of excavation (11 caves) led by R. de Vaux.  Some of the manuscripts were found 

preserved in jars neatly covered with linens. Cave no.4 contains the highest number of manuscripts, 

about 520. Hence, it is considered the most important cave.  An illustrative example of the system 

of numbering Qumran manuscripts is 4QNum where 4 stands for the number of the cave, that is, 

cave number 4; Q stands for Qumran; and Num for the Book of Numbers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


