
BIBLIOTHECA DIVINA: VERBUM DEI – GOD’S WORD, THE BIBLE 

Given the onerous interest of the many men and women to study the bible in our time; summer 

vacation bible school and other various bible study groups, it would be great to go back to the 

beginning to uncover the etymology of the word ‘Bible’ and other names or designations of the 

Word of God in both Old Testament (OT) and New Testament (NT). This is important so that by 

the name we move into the collections of the writing, one can easily make sense of the book as a 

unit, one single story.  

The word ‘Bible’ is a derivation of the Greek word biblia which means a “collection of writings.” 

Biblia is the diminutive form of the Greek biblos, which originally means “the inner bark of the 

papyrus”. Papyrus is an aquatic plant with dark green stems topped with fluffy inflorescence, that 

is, the complete flower-head of a plant including stems, stalks, bracts, and flowers.  Biblos also 

means a “book”. Biblia is the plural form of the Greek neuter biblion which means “paper”, 

“scroll”, and “book.” In the Bible, particularly in the OT, the phrase “the books”, ta biblia, in 

Greek, occurs in the Greek version of the OT called the Septuagint. The Septuagint is usually 

abbreviated LXX, the Roman numeral for seventy. OT references include Dan 9:2, 1 Macc 12:9. 

Apart from the term “Bible,” one often finds other designations such, Scripture, Scriptures 

referring to the same. The word “Scriptures” comes from the Latin verb scribĕre meaning “to 

engrave with a sharp-pointed instrument”, “draw lines”, “to write”. The term “Scriptures” seems 

to have been taken from the Jews, particularly the NT writers because very often their only Bible 

which is the OT is referred to as Scriptures.”  Examples include Matt 21:42: Jesus said to them, 

"Have you never read in the scriptures: 'The stone that the builders rejected has become the 

cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is amazing in our eyes'? Other NT references include 

Mk 14:49, Luke 24:32; John 5:39; Acts 18:24; Rom 15:4.  

In other texts of the NT the term “Scripture” or Scriptures” is often qualified with adjectives such 

as “holy”, “sacred”, hence “holy scripture” in Rom 1:2.  In 2 Tim 3:15, the author employs the 

expression “the sacred writings” and this designation is found only here in the entire NT.  Luke 

24:44 employs the technical Jewish division of their Bible, that is, the OT into the Law, Prophets, 

and Writings, abbreviated in Hebrew as TNK (Tôrāh- Law; Nebiim -Prophets; Ketûbim- Writings). 

Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you-- that 

everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." 

It must be stated right away that the Book of the Psalms are given prominent place in the third part 

of the Hebrew Bible, Ketubim – Writings.  

In Matt 5:17; 11:13 and Acts 13:15 the entire OT is called “the law and the prophets”. In John 

10:34; 12:34; 15:25 and 1 Cor 14:21 the Jewish Bible is simply called the Law. Sometimes the 

phrase “the oracles of God” is used as a name for the Old Testament Scriptures in some of the NT 

writings. Some examples are found in Rom 3:2; Acts 7:38; Heb 5:12; 1 Pet 4:11. 

The reverence for the Bible can be deduced from the various names given to it, especially the 

adjectives attached to it. We have seen that in the OT, the Scriptures are considered as holy, sacred 

(cf. 1 Macc 12:9).  Similar reverence is accorded to the Bible in the NT and the OT books are cited 

in the NT as authoritative source of arguments.  Most impressive is the designation of the entire 

“Scripture” as “oracle of God.”  If the Bible can be described as sacred, holy, and as divine oracle, 

it implies that it is not like any other book, and it should not be treated like any other book. This 

prepares us for the next entry. What part does God play in the production of the different books of 

the Bible?  What are the implications of this divine intervention?  


