
Regardless of age, pre-planning your cemetery arrangements 
together simply makes sense - financially and emotionally.

See back page for details

In my parish visits, I have heard a 
number of comments about our 
permanent deacons. Many have told 
me that they admire our deacons, most 
of whom have to balance family life, 
a job and a leadership role in their 
parish. I have heard people say that they 
appreciate the different experiences that 
our deacons bring to their preaching.

A woman whose mother was recently 
admitted to a nursing home told me she 
was surprised to learn that the deacon 
assigned to her parish visited the home. 
She had seen him at Mass on Sundays 
and heard his homilies but did not know 
that his ministry also included several 
nursing homes.

The chair of one of our parish pastoral 
councils told me how impressed she 
was with their deacon. He brought to 
their meetings the voice of the poor 
and marginalized. He was an advocate 
for them and helped the parish become 
aware of their needs and concerns.

For ten years now, the permanent 
diaconate has been a reality in our 
diocese. It has been a great blessing for 
all of us, a manifestation of the Holy 
Spirit working in our local church.

The decision to restore the permanent 
diaconate developed out of the 
Second Vatican Council. Some have 
interpreted this as a practical decision in 
response to the shortage of priests. This 
interpretation, however, is mistaken. 
The restoration of the diaconate reflects 
the Council’s fundamental vision of 
the Church as servant. The disciples of 
Christ are to be of service to humanity. 
His love transforms us and enables us to 
love our brothers and sisters, especially 
the poor, the weak, the vulnerable and 
those in every kind of need. As an 
ordained ministry, the diaconate is a 
sacramental sign of Christ who came not 
to be served but to serve (Mark 10:45). 

Vatican II stressed that all the baptized, 
regardless of their state in life, participate 
in the mission of Christ. Through their 
ordination, deacons have a special role 
to play in bearing witness that all of us 
are called to lives of service.

Each of our deacons is assigned a 
Ministry of Charity. Here, I would like to 
highlight a few of the varied ministries 
of our deacons by examining the 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy.

Our deacons “feed the hungry.” They 
minister at soup kitchens and hospitality 

meals, and are involved in the work of 
the St. Vincent de Paul society.

They “visit the sick.” Many of our 
deacons have a ministry in hospitals 
and nursing homes. They minister to 
the homebound and to the mentally ill 
and their families. They are involved in 
Hospice ministry. With fewer priests 
and increasingly scarce government 
resources for health care, deacons have a 
critical role to play in these ministries.

They “visit those in prison.” Our deacons 
are serving in jail and prison ministry. 
They are assisting those recently released 
from prison who are “falling through the 
cracks,” so that they can find a job and 
obtain the training and skills they need.

They “shelter the homeless.” Our deacons 
are involved in coordinating support 
systems for those in our society who are 
“high need.” Some have a ministry to 
migrant workers and to seafarers.

They “bury the dead” and “comfort the 
sorrowful.” Our deacons assist at Vigil 
services. They preside at funerals outside 
Mass and at interments. They support 
bereavement groups.

They “counsel the doubtful.” Our 

deacons are spiritual advisors to different 
parish organizations. Some of them are 
qualified as spiritual directors.

Deacons do not exercise these ministries 
in isolation. They help their parishes 
to look outward, so that they can 
become aware of the needs of the 
wider community. They encourage 
and empower other parishioners to 
volunteer and to join with ecumenical 
and community groups that are working 
with the poor and advocating for 
changes in unjust structures.

Our permanent deacons have been an 
incredible blessing for our diocese. In 
addition to the works of charity that 
they perform, they exercise a leadership 
of service. They inspire and support the 
rest of the parish community in living 
out the call that all of us have received to 
serve Christ. In this way, priests, deacons 
and the laity working together announce 
the Gospel to the world.

Most Rev. Ronald Fabbro, C.S.B.
Bishop of London

Permanent Deacons
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By Deacon John Vallely
Director of Permanent Deacons
Director of Permanent Diaconate 
Formation & Study

The Holy Spirit is at work in our Diocese! 
Following this year’s ordinations to 
the permanent diaconate, on Saturday, 
November 16, 2013, at 11:00 am at St. 
Peter’s Cathedral Basilica, our Diocese will 
be blessed with 59 permanent deacons, 
56 of whom will be in active ministry and 
53 of whom will have been ordained from 
our own Permanent Diaconate Formation 
& Study Program. As well, we will have 
23 men at various stages of diaconate 
formation.

Despite its rapid growth in our Diocese, 

the permanent diaconate is still relatively 
new and some of us may still not be sure 
about who are permanent deacons, what 
are the origins of this ministry and how 
permanent deacons serve.

Most of us who are members of the Roman 
Catholic Church are lay persons. Our role 
is to build the Kingdom of God in the 
world even as we concern ourselves with 
the earthly matters of our day to day lives. 
Some men, though, are invited by God to 
dedicate their lives to his ministry through 
ordination, as clerics. Familiar examples of 
clerics are bishops and priests. However, 
there is a third group of clerics who aren’t 
so well-known. These are deacons. While 
there is only one diaconate, there are both 
transitional deacons, who are men in 

formation for 
the priesthood, 
and permanent 
deacons, who 
do not intend 
to be ordained 
as priests, but 
who exercise 
their ministry as 
married or single 
men within the 
framework of 
their work and 
family life. 

Deacons are 
ordained to be at 
the service of the 
people of God in 
the ministries of 
Word, Charity 
and Sacrament, 
in communion 
with the bishop 
and his priests. 
They are 
ordained for 
the diocese, not 
the parish. They 
minister for 
the bishop and 
with the pastors 
of the parishes 
to which they 
are assigned. 
In our Diocese, 
Bishop Fabbro 
appoints each 
deacon to one or 
more ministries 
of Charity and 
also assigns 
the deacon to 
a parish for 
the exercise of 
his ministries 
of Word and 
Sacrament.

The specific call of deacons is to minister 
to the needs of the poorest of the poor 
in their community and to coordinate 
pastoral outreach to serve these needs. The 
poverty that deacons encounter may be 
spiritual, social, educational and physical, 
as well as economic.

The diaconate is not new to the Roman 
Catholic Church. In Acts 6.1-6, we hear of 
the “call of the seven”, by the Apostles, to 
serve the needs of those less fortunate in 
the community. The diaconate flourished 
in the early Church but gradual changes 
in Church structure led to its decline. The 
order of deacon was fully restored by the 
Second Vatican Council as a proper and 
permanent rank of ministry within the 
hierarchy of the Church. The permanent 
diaconate was established in the Diocese 
of London in 2001 and our first class of 
deacons was ordained in 2005.

Most deacons are married men, able 
offer 10 to 15 hours of ministry per week, 
integrating this into their family and 
career commitments. It is important to 
realize that permanent deacons are not 
paid for their ministry! They provide for 
their own livelihood for themselves and 
their families through secular jobs or 
through their retirement income. These 
men are not “part-time” ministers, though. 
At their work and with their families, 
deacons are always ministering, especially 
through their example.

His ministry of Word is at the 
centre of who a deacon is and 
what he does. This ministry 
includes evangelization, 
catechesis, preaching and 
proclamation of the Gospel. 
The deacon’s ministry of 
Charity may take many forms. 
Elsewhere in this issue, Bishop 
Fabbro comments on the 
range and depth of these 
ministries in our Diocese. In 
the exercise of his ministry of 
Sacrament, the deacon is not 
just a liturgical assistant! At 
Mass, the deacon has specific 
roles, including proclaiming 
the Gospel, announcing the 
intentions of the Universal 
Prayer, inviting us to exchange 
the sign of peace and dismissing 
us. He is an ordinary minister 
of Holy Communion, just like 
a priest or bishop. The deacon 
does not preside at Mass, hear 

confessions or administer the 
sacraments of Confirmation 
or Anointing of the Sick. 
However, he may administer 
the sacrament of Baptism and 
witness the vows at marriages 
when they are celebrated 
outside Mass. He may preside 
at vigil services and at funerals 
when there is no Mass and may 
also lead prayer services and 
devotional liturgies.
In the community or in the parish, the 
deacon’s ministry is one of example, as 
a living, sacramental sign of Christ the 
Servant. The deacon is a particular leader 
in demonstrating and witnessing to the 
profound self-sacrifice, or diakonia, that 
all of us, through our baptism, are called 
to make in service to others. He is called to 
encourage us to join him in his ministries 
of service to the poor and to empower us 
to assume responsibility for them, so that 
he can become involved in new and more 
challenging areas of need.

The permanent diaconate is alive and well 
in our Diocese! However, more labourers 
are always needed in the vineyard! The 
Permanent Diaconate Formation & Study 
Program involves five yeas of balanced 
spiritual, human, intellectual and pastoral 
formation. From September to June, there 
are monthly Formation & Study Weekends 
at St. Peter’s Seminary, in London, as 
well as two regional Home Meetings, 
which are times for prayer, review and 
preparation for the next Weekend. To 
apply, you must be a Roman Catholic 
man registered in a parish in our Diocese, 
between 35 and 60 years of age at the time 
of application, supported by your wife (if 
you are married) in your decision to apply, 
free from any Church Law impediment, 
recognized by others as a man of faith, 
moral integrity and commitment, 
active in parish or community service, 
academically, psychologically and 
physically capable of participation in 
formation and financially stable and able 
to support yourself and your family from 
your secular employment or pension 
income. The next Admissions process will 
begin with a series of Inquiry Sessions in 
May, 2014. For further information, please 
contact Ms. Catherine Leach, at 519-432-
1824 ext 281 or at cleach4@uwo.ca. 

The Formation and Ministry of the Permanent Deacon
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By Deacon Jim Panchaud 

When I was in formation for the 
diaconate, the team told us over 
and over again: “The priorities 
are family, work, and diaconate; 
in that order!” My wife has 
added the caveat: “unless family 
and work get in the way of the 
diaconate!” What I’ve discovered 
after six years of ordination is that 
it’s really about finding the right 
balance each day. 

I’m always a deacon, 
always a husband and 
father, and always 
needing to work in 
my career. When I get 
the balance right, 
I’m a better deacon, 
husband, father, and 
worker. 

When I don’t… Annette’s caveat 
starts to ring true and, quite 
frankly nothing goes well. There’s 
a subtle temptation in ministry 
to ‘overdo’ –to make it about me 
instead of the ministry. Fruitful 
ministry of any sort requires 
balance and humility otherwise 
it can hinder rather than build 

God’s Kingdom. 

Anyone who talks about the 
‘privilege’ of being a deacon 
also has to understand that 
privilege comes with a price—the 
willingness “to serve and not to 
be served.” I have 
the privilege of 
formation and 
annual retreats 
– and I have to 
take vacation time 
away from my 
family in order 
to participate. I 
have the privilege 
of presiding at 
baptisms and 
weddings and 
funerals – and I 
have missed some 
of my kids’ plays 
and games because 
of need. I have 
the great privilege 
and responsibility 
of proclaiming 
the Gospel and 
preaching – and 
I spend hours 
preparing, often 
after a long day of 
work. 

The very first 

homily I offered as a deacon was 
built around that scene from 
Alice in Wonderland when the 
caterpillar asks Alice that famous, 
hookah smoke-ringed question: 
“Who are you?” In our lives as 
disciples, we need to come back, 

again and again to who we are in 
Christ because of our baptism. 
From that awareness, everything 
else falls into place. Who am I? 
Paraphrasing St. Augustine, ‘with 
you, I am a disciple, for you I am 
a deacon’. As a deacon, I’m called 

to embody for the Church the call 
of all disciples: to serve as Christ 
served in all parts of my life. Let 
me tell you, it ain’t easy. But that’s 
the joyful messiness of life as a 
young-ish deacon. And I wouldn’t 
change it for the world! 

Cap Van Au

Age: 65
Place of Birth: Việt Nam
Grew Up In: Việt Nam
Currently Lives In: Windsor

Education: 
High school teacher license by Saigon Institute of 
Education, Viet Nam. 
Tool & Die Maker certificate from St Clair College, 
Windsor, Canada.

Occupation(s): 
Reworker and Inspector

Family Information: 
Spouse: Mui Thi Luu (Mary)
Years Married: 41
Children: Kiet Au, Vu Au, Dung Au, Tram Au and Hai Au.
Grandchildren: 9

Why the Permanent Diaconate?
When I was young, I wanted to go to the seminary to become a priest. I have been 
given big gifts from God in my life; now I have the chance to return them by serving 
people as Jesus said, “Do good things to the least; do it for Me”. I want to follow 
Jesus as he taught, “I come to serve, not to be served”. I would like use the remaining 
time in my life to serve others through the ministry of deacon.

Paul Louis Bezaire

Age: 56
Place of Birth: Windsor 
Grew Up In: Windsor 
Currently Lives In: Windsor ON

Education: 
Bachelor’s Degree in Landscape Architecture - University 
of Guelph
Professional Certificate in Conflict Management - 
Alternative Dispute Resolution - University of Western 
Ontario

Occupation(s): 
Urban Planner, Project Manager, Landscape Architect & Mediator

Family Information: 
Spouse: Marlene Bezaire
Years Married: 34
Children: Jason, Geoffrey & Lisa
Grandchildren: Jaxon

Why the Permanent Diaconate?
I felt called to the permanent diaconate in 1997, just a few months before a 20-
day trip to the Holy Land and Italy including a 4-day stay in Rome to witness the 
beatification of Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini. Just before we left, my Pastor asked 
me if I would ever consider becoming a deacon. I returned after 20 days and said 
yes. Once the Holy Spirit grabs you, you just can’t say no! 

Profiles of Our Newest Candidates

Joyful Messiness: Life as a Young-ish Deacon
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Gary Corbett Flewelling

Age: 63
Place of Birth: Kingsville
Grew Up In: 10 years in 
Kingsville, the rest of my life 
in Cottam, Ontario
Currently Lives In: Cottam

Education:  
High School Diploma from 
Essex District High School

Occupation(s):  
I worked for Chrysler 
Corporation for 35 years as a Machinist, assembly line 
worker, spray-painter, and the last 8 years as a leader. I 
have been retired for 10 years.

Family Information: 
Spouse: Clarice
Years Married: 41 years 
Children: Jim, Laura, Garry Thomas, and Karen
Grandchildren: 7 

Why the Permanent Diaconate?
I have served the Church through COR, Cursillo, and 
as a Prayer Group leader. For twenty years I served 
in the capacity of music minister and have loved 
every aspect of the life of the Church. I responded to 
Father Larry Brunet’s invitation in 2005 to begin the 
formation process and in 2009 after a few hurdles had 
to be overcome, I began formation. What appeared to 
be a dream is becoming a reality.

Richard John Heath

Age: 59
Place of Birth:: Windsor
Grew Up In: Windsor
Currently Lives In: Tecumseh

Education:  
High School diploma from 
Assumption High School in 
Windsor.

Occupation(s): 
Retired, was a Maintenance 
Clerk with the Public Works 
Department, City of Windsor for 34 years.

Family Information: 
Spouse: Mary
Years Married: 34
Children: Martin, Daniel, Patricia and Robert.

Why the Permanent Diaconate?
From an early age, through the example of my parents, 
I learned to serve the sick, the elderly and the poor. 
They instilled in me the ‘heart of a servant.’ With 
the encouragement of my family, friends and parish 
community, and with deep humility, I’ve gradually 
come to realize that God has called me to serve and 
be an example for His people and church. His grace is 
sufficient.

Paul Edward James

Age: 51
Place of Birth:: Orangeville 
Grew Up In: St. Thomas 
Currently Lives In: London 

Education: 
Cook II Chef Course-- 
Fanshawe College 
Microsoft Certified Systems 
Engineer- Career Blazers 
Community College

Occupation(s):  
Dietary Aide serving meals to residents and 
maintaining the dining room

Family Information: 
Spouse: Heather 
Years Married: 15 years

Why the Permanent Diaconate?
I’ve always had special fondness for the “underdog”. As 
a boy I was bullied. In Grade 5, I read in God’s Word 
that He asks us to live His way and He’ll keep us safe. 
What an awesome gift. God continues to guide and 
encourage me. I wanted to give Him something more; 
the diaconate is my yes to God’s invitation to serve 
others, spreading the good news that we are all safe and 
loved in Him.
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Tenth Annual Bishop’s Dinner 

5:30 pm Reception, 7:00 pm Dinner 
The Ciociaro Club of Windsor
3745 North Talbot Road, Oldcastle

For tickets and sponsorship information call toll free: 1-888-548-9649 X 255 
or email bishopsdinner@dol.ca or visit us online at www.stpetersseminary.ca

Dixième dîner annuel de l’évêque

for Windsor-Essex

Honorary Co-Chairs Mr. and Mrs. John and Pam Rodzik
Hosted by Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, CSB, Bishop of London
Proceeds benefit St. Peter’s Seminary

Wednesday,
October 30, 2013

Tickets $125 per person ($50 tax receipt will be issued) 

97 Wharncliffe Rd. S.
London, Ont.

519-432-9624

www.sunrisestainedglass.com

Heritage 
Quality

Restoration & 
WoodworkSince 1979

London’s Most Experienced 
Stained Glass Craftsmen

Memorial 
Windows

Storm 
Glazing

• •

‘Prepare timber for 
me in abundance, 

for the house I
am about to build 
will be great and 

wonderful.’
2 Chronicles 2:9

Photo: Our Lady of Grace mission 
church, Tuktoyaktuk, N.W.T.,

Diocese of Mackenzie-Fort Smith. 
Photo by Michael Swan.

April 25 - May 8
Italy & The Holy Land 

with Father 
Graham Keep

May 23 - June 1
Shrines of Italy with 

Fr. Robert Champagne 
and 

Fr. Gary Goyeau

July 23 - 28
Quebec Pilgrimage to 

Ste. Andre, Notre Dame, 
Ste. Anne de Beaupre and 

Cap de la Madeleine 
with Fr. Eugene Roy

Sept 26 - Oct 10
Shrines of Poland with 

Fr. John Jasica

2015: May 8 -23
Shrines of France & 

Italy with 
Fr. Robert Champagne

2016: July
World Youth Days with 
Fr. Graham Keep and 

Fr. John Jasica

Just contact us for 
more information: 

George Cifa  
Nexion Canada Travel 
519-660-6966 x237
1-800-361-1334    
travelmerchant@
quadro.net
Tico#1549342 ACTA

Tour & Pilgrimage Opportunities Plan now for 2014 and 2015!
We will customize any pilgrimage to anywhere!
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Johanes Peter Lammers

Age: 51
Place of Birth:: Petrolia
Grew Up In: Wyoming
Currently Lives In: Petrolia

Education:  
Grade 12 L.C.C.V.I Petrolia

Occupation(s): 
Currently a farmer

Family Information: 
Spouse: Teresa Lammers
Years Married: 29
Children: Peter, Anna-Marie, Patricia and Jonathon 
(deceased) 
Grandchildren: 5

Why the Permanent Diaconate?
Being involved with church maintenance & on various 
committees, I felt that God was calling me to a deeper 
level of administering my time & talents. Bricks & 
mortar are important, but I felt compelled to build 
Church with the people of God, the living stones of 
the Church. The Permanent Diaconate Formation & 
Study Program has provided the atmosphere & culture 
for the Holy Spirit to enrich my abilities to unite with 
God’s people as we journey with Christ. 

Francis (Frank) Louis Lepain

Age: 63 
Place of Birth:: Windsor 
Grew Up In: Oldcastle, ON
Currently Lives In: Tecumseh 

Education: 
Essex High School, Teaching 
Certificate from Queen’s 
University, ongoing studies at 
University of Windsor

Occupation(s): 
Currently teaching high 
school with Windsor Essex Catholic School Board

Family Information:
Spouse: Doris 
Years Married: 38 years
Children: Marcel, Wendy, Frank, Claude, John and 
Jennifer
Grandchildren: 10

Why the Permanent Diaconate?
My faith and my church have been an integral part 
of my life from the earliest of days. I have enjoyed 
serving in our parish, when and where it was possible, 
so when the permanent diaconate was instituted in 
our Diocese, I began thinking and praying about the 
possibility of the call to the diaconate. Several years 
later I was moved to begin the Inquiry Process which 
validated me to go on. My studies at the seminary 
nurtured me from a student of information to a man in 
transformation. This transformation has confirmed my 
call to the permanent diaconate.

Dennis Alfred Joseph Rivest

Age: 48
Place of Birth:h: Windsor
Grew Up In: Woodslee
Currently Lives In: London

Education: 
Essex District High School
Enrolled in Master of 
Divinity at St Peter’s 
Seminary 

Occupation(s):  
Currently in my 13th year as 
a Police Constable with the London Police Service
Prior service with the RCMP and Canadian Armed 
Forces

Family Information: 
Spouse: Catherine (Cathy)
Years Married: 20
Children: Christina Marie and Danielle Caitlyn 

Why the Permanent Diaconate? 
We relocated to London in 2000 and joined St George 
Parish. Through their welcome, we found a great deal 
of comfort and peace. Subsequently I became involved 
in youth ministry, encountering overwhelming 
joy journeying with youth and their families. I 
then entered the Masters of Divinity Program and 
discovered that God has always been calling me to a 
lifetime of service. With this awareness, the affirmation 
by others and enthusiasm I entered the Permanent 
Diaconate Formation & Study Program.

The Catholic School Boards serving the Diocese of London 
wish to thank all the parents, volunteers, parishes and community leaders

for supporting Catholic education!

Excellence in Learning, Living in Christ

Brant Haldimand Norfolk 
Catholic District School Board 

322 Fairview Drive, PO Box 
217 Brantford, ON N3T 5M8

519-756-6505
www.bhncdsb.ca

Huron-Perth Catholic  
District School Board 

87 Mill Street, PO Box 70 
Dublin, ON N0K 1E0 

519-345-2440
www.huronperthcatholic.ca

London District Catholic  
School Board

5200 Wellington Road South
PO Box 5474

London, ON N6A 4X5 
519-663-2088

www.ldcsb.on.ca 

St. Clair Catholic District  
School Board 

420 Creek Street
Wallaceburg, ON N8A 4C4 

519-627-6762
www.st-clair.net

Windsor-Essex Catholic  
District School Board 

1325 California Avenue
Windsor, ON N9B 3Y6 

519-253-2481
www.wecdsb.on.ca

Conseil scolaire catholique 
Providence

7515 prom. Forest Glade
Windsor, ON N8T 3P5

519-984-9227
www.cscprovidence.ca
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Roof Tile Management is 
proud to have worked with 
the Diocese of London on a 

wide range of projects: 

St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica, 
London

St. Justin, London

St. Mary, London

St. Patrick, London

St. Clement, McGregor

Holy Name of Mary, St. Mary’s

St. Joseph, Chatham

St. John the Evangelist, Woodslee

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
Mount Carmel

St. Anne, Tecumseh

St. Patrick, Kinkora

St. John the Baptist, Amherstburg

and many othersContact Us:
360 Gibraltar Drive, Mississauga, ON L5T 2P5

905-672-9992

General Contracting, 
Roofing and Sheet Metal, Masonry, 

Woodworking and Interior 
Restoration 

Leonard Joseph Tetreault

Age: 51
Place of Birth:: Windsor 
Grew Up In: Tecumseh/River 
Canard
Currently Lives In: 
Amherstburg

Education:  
St. Clair College-Diploma- 
Ambulance and Emergency 
Care
St. Clair College-Diploma- 
Furniture Technician and Renovation

Occupation(s):  
Paramedic (BLS)

Family Information: 
Spouse: Paula Lynn
Years Married: 27
Children: Erin Elizabeth, Renee Lynn, Robyn Katherine

Why the Permanent Diaconate?
All of my working career, I have seen the best and 
worst of people. I can only try to make the physical 
part of their lives better. What was lacking for me was 
how I could help them spiritually. The words came to 
me one day in John’s Gospel, where Jesus replies to 
Peter, “Feed my sheep”. Just as Peter’s has true feelings 
for God, I truly love God. Now I, too, must fulfill his 
request to “feed my sheep”.

John Patrick Vezina

Age: 49
Place of Birth:: Windsor
Grew Up In: Windsor
Currently Lives In: 
Leamington

Education:  
Landscape Technician 
Diploma - St. Clair College, 
Windsor. 

Occupation(s):  
AMA Plastics Ltd. – Sales of Horticultural products.

Family Information: 
Spouse: Mary Elizabeth Vezina
Years Married: 26
Children: Gabrielle Marie, Joshua Patrick, Noah 
Christopher and Sarah Elizabeth 

Why the Permanent Diaconate?
Having been involved with our parish on many levels 
for years, there was something that I felt was missing. 
I wanted to do more for the parish but could not quite 
put my finger on what this was. I have always been an 
individual who is more than willing to do anything for 
someone else so this ministry seemed like a natural fit. 
I believe that God has called me to a life of diaconal 
service.

Dominic Minh Quang Vũ

Age: 63
Place of Birth: 
North Việt Nam
Grew Up In: South Việt Nam 
Currently Lives In: Windsor

Education: 
Bachelor of Philosophy 
and Literature, St. Sulpice 
Seminary Vĩnh Long; South 
Việt Nam

Occupation(s): 
Principal of TIÊN LONG High School in Việt Nam
Dock Audit: A.G Simpson Heavy Stamping in Windsor 
(Retired)

Family Information: 
Spouse: Rosa Phụng Kim Nguyễn.
Years Married: 37 years
Children: LamThy Quốc, AnhThy Quốc, Tommy 
Prince, Christopher and Andrew 
Grandchildren: 5

Why the Permanent Diaconate?
I always wondered what future I had as a Catholic 
layperson. Then I saw my Pastor, Fr. Nelson Cabral 
reaching out with a sense of humour and Gospel witness 
to the poor through being welcoming, compassionate, 
caring, warm and personable. With heartfelt thanks for 
his faith-filled ministry to my family during many years, 
I said “Yes!” to his invitation to follow Jesus’ footsteps 
as a servant to those in need and to assist in the liturgy 
when our Church gathers together!
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cathoLic cemeteries of the Diocese of LoNDoN
Serving the needs of the faithful in Southwestern Ontario

It takes two!
*certain restrictions apply - call for full details

Pre-PLan together, toDay

regardless of age, 

pre-planning your 

cemetery arrangements 

together 

simply makes sense, 

financially and 

emotionally.

Contact your area Catholic cemetery today. 
Find out how easy pre-planning can be with 
available interest-free payments*

And more than 65 parish cemeteries serving local communities 
from Windsor to Woodstock and from Goderich to Port Dover.

ResuRRection 
cemetery and crematorium 

and
ouR Lady of MeRcy ceMeteRy

st. PeteR’s ceMeteRy
and

HoLy faMiLy 
cHaPeL MausoLeuM


