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O
fficial O

ptions for C
anada 

Rite of Baptism
 for Several C

hildren outside M
ass 

Rite of Baptism
 for Several C

hildren w
ithin M

ass 

R
ite of B

aptism
 for O

ne C
hild outside M

ass 

Rite of Baptism
 for O

ne C
hild w

ithin M
ass 

Rite of Baptism
 for Several C

hildren by a C
atechist w

hen no 
Priest or D

eacon is available 

Rite of Baptism
 for O

ne C
hild by a C

atechist w
hen no Priest or 

D
eacon is available 



Rite of Baptism
 for a C

hild in D
anger of D

eath w
hen no 

Priest or D
eacon is available 

Rite of Bringing a Baptized C
hild to the C

hurch outside of 
M

ass 

Rite of Bringing a Baptized C
hild to the C

hurch w
ithin 

M
ass 



Tim
e and P

lace for the B
aptism

 of 
C

hildren 
8. A

s for the tim
e of baptism

, the first consideration is the 
w

elfare of the child, that it m
ay not be deprived of the 

benefit of the sacram
ent; then the health of the m

other 
m

ust be considered, so that, if at all possible, she too m
ay 

be present. Then, as long as they do not interfere w
ith the 

greater good of the child, there are pastoral considerations, 
such as allow

ing suffi
cient tim

e to prepare the parents and 
to plan the actual celebration in order to bring out its true 
character effectively. A

ccordingly:  



1.  If the child is in danger of death, it is to be baptized w
ithout 

delay, in the m
anner laid dow

n in no. 21.  
2.  In other cases, as soon as possible - if need be, even before 
the child is born, the parents should be in touch w

ith the 
parish priest (pastor) concerning the baptism

, so that proper 
preparation m

ay be m
ade for the celebration.  

3.  A
n infant should be baptized w

ithin the first w
eeks after 

birth. The conference of bishops m
ay, for suffi

ciently serious 
pastoral reasons, determ

ine a longer interval of tim
e betw

een 
birth and baptism

. 
4.  W

hen the parents are not yet prepared to profess the faith 
or to undertake the duty of bringing up their children as 
C

hristians, it is for the parish priest (pastor), keeping in m
ind 

w
hatever regulations m

ay have been laid dow
n by the 

conference of bishops, to determ
ine the tim

e for the baptism
 

of infants.  

 



9.  To bring out the paschal character of baptism
, it is 

recom
m

ended that the sacram
ent be celebrated during the 

Easter V
igil or on Sunday, w

hen the C
hurch com

m
em

orates 
the Lord’s resurrection. O

n Sunday, baptism
 m

ay be 
celebrated even during M

ass, so that the entire com
m

unity 
m

ay be present and the relationship betw
een baptism

 and 
eucharist m

ay be clearly seen; but this should not be done 
too often. Regulations for the celebration of baptism

 
during the Easter V

igil or at M
ass on Sunday w

ill be set out 
later [post-1969].  



10.  So that baptism
 m

ay clearly appear as the sacram
ent of 

the C
hurch’s faith and of incorporation into the people of 

G
od, it should norm

ally be celebrated in the parish church, 
w

hich m
ust have a baptism

al font.  

11.  A
fter consulting the local parish priest (pastor), the 

bishop m
ay perm

it or direct that a baptism
al font be placed 

in another church or public oratory w
ithin the parish 

boundaries. In these places, too, the right to celebrate 
baptism

 belongs ordinarily to the parish priest (pastor).  



12.  Except in case of danger of death, baptism
 should not be celebrated 

in private hom
es.  

13.  U
nless the bishop decides otherw

ise (see no. 11), baptism
 should 

not be celebrated in hospitals, except in cases of em
ergency or for som

e 
other com

pelling pastoral reason. But care should alw
ays be taken that 

the parish priest is notified and that the parents are suitably prepared 
beforehand.  

14.  W
hile the liturgy of the w

ord is being celebrated, it is desirable that 
children should be taken to som

e other place. But provision m
ust be 

m
ade for the m

others or godm
others to attend the liturgy of the w

ord; 
the children should therefore be entrusted to the care of other w

om
en.  



Structure of the R
ite of B

aptizing 
O

ne C
hild O

utside of M
ass 

P
relim

inary: ch
ild, parents, godparents, com

m
unity gather 

to sing a psalm
 or hym

n  

[STATIO
N

A
L LITU

RG
Y 1 = at the entryw

ay of the church] 

16.  The rite begins w
ith the reception of the ch

ildren
. This is 

to indicate the desire of the parents and godparents, as w
ell as 

the intention of the C
hurch, concerning the celebration of the 

sacram
ent of baptism

. These purposes are expressed in action 
w

hen the parents and the celebrant trace the sign of the cross on 
the foreheads of the children. 

[PRO
C

ESSIO
N

 TO
 A

M
BO

]  



[STATIO
N

A
L LITU

RG
Y 2 = at the am

bo] 

Then the liturgy of the w
ord is directed tow

ard stirring up the 
faith of the parents, godparents, and congregation and tow

ard 
praying in com

m
on for the fruits of baptism

 before the 
sacram

ent itself. This part of the celebration consists of the 
reading of one or m

ore passages from
 holy Scripture; a hom

ily, 
follow

ed by a period of silence; the general intercessions, w
ith its 

concluding prayer, draw
n up in the style of an exorcism

, to 
introduce either the anointing w

ith the oil of catechum
ens or the 

laying on of hands. 

[PRO
C

ESSIO
N

 TO
 FO

N
T]  



[STATIO
N

A
L LITU

RG
Y 3 = at the font] 

18.  In the celebration of the sacram
ent: 

1.  The im
m

ediate preparation consists of:  
a.  the solem

n prayer of the celebrant, w
hich, by invoking G

od 
and recalling his plan of salvation, blesses the w

ater of 
baptism

 or m
akes reference to its earlier blessing;  

b.  the renunciation of Satan on the part of parents and 
godparents and their profession of faith, to w

hich is added the 
assent of the celebrant and the com

m
unity;  

and the final interrogation of the parents and godparents.  



2.  The sacram
ent itself consists of the w

ashing in w
ater by 

w
ay of im

m
ersion or infusion, depending on local custom

, 
and the invocation of the blessed Trinity.  



3.  The com
pletion of the sacram

ent consists, 

first, of the anointing w
ith chrism

, w
hich signifies the royal 

priesthood of the baptized and enrollm
ent into the 

com
pany of the people of G

od;  

then of the cerem
onies of the w

hite garm
ent, lighted 

candle, and ephphetha rite (the last of w
hich is optional).  

[PRO
C

ESSIO
N

 TO
 TH

E A
LTA

R] 

 



[STATIO
N

A
L LITU

RG
Y 4 = at the altar] 

19.  Before the altar to prefigure the future sharing in the 
eucharist, the celebrant introduces and all recite the Lord’s 
Prayer, in w

hich G
od’s children pray to their Father in 

heaven. Finally, a prayer of blessing is said over the 
m

others, fathers, and all present, to ask the out-pouring of 
G

od’s grace upon them
. …

 

[PO
ST-C

ELEBRATIO
N

 = song] 



Texts 

Texts addressed to the child [W
elcom

e and signing w
ith cross, 

A
nointing before baptism

, Baptism
al form

ula, A
nointing after 

baptism
, C

lothing w
ith w

hite garm
ent, Ephphetha] 

Texts addressed to the parents [O
pening dialogue and m

onitio, 
m

onitio at Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith, m
onitio 

at baptism
, reception of light, m

onitio at Lord’s Prayer, final 
blessing and dism

issal] 

Texts addressed to the godparents [O
pening m

onitio, m
onitio at 

Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith, m
onitio at baptism

, 
reception of light, m

onitio at Lord’s Prayer, final blessing and 
dism

issal] 



Texts addressed to the assem
bly [(O

pening m
onitio?), 

Invitation to intercessions, (m
onitio at Renunciation of Sin 

and Profession of Fath?), m
onitio at Lord’s Prayer, final 

blessing and dism
issal] 

Texts addressed to the saints [Litany] 

Texts addressed to G
od [Prayer of Exorcism

, Prayer over the 
W

ater, Lord’s Prayer, final Blessing and D
ism

issal]  



P
rayer O

ver The W
ater 

For unblessed w
ater: 

Text A
 = Rom

an prex 
Text B = Blessing and petition 
Text C

 = Blessing 

For blessed w
ater: 

Text A
 = Blessing 

Text B = Blessing 



Text A
 

[D
ivine address] 

Father, 

[G
od’s character and activities] 

You give us grace through sacram
ental signs, w

hich tell us 
of the w

onders of your unseen pow
er. 

In baptism
 w

e use your gift of w
ater, w

hich you have m
ade 

a rich sym
bol of the grace you give us in this sacram

ent. 



[A
nam

nesis] 

[1] A
t the very daw

n of creation your Spirit breathed on the 
w

aters, m
aking them

 the w
ell-spring of all holiness. 

[2] The w
aters of the great flood you m

ade a sign of the 
w

aters of baptism
 that m

ake an end of sin and a new
 

beginning of goodness. 

[3] Through the w
aters of the Red See you led Israel out of 

slavery to be an im
age of G

od’s holy people, set free from
 

sin by baptism
. 



[4] In the w
aters of the Jordan your Son w

as baptized by 
John and anointed w

ith the Spirit. 

[5] Your Son w
illed that w

ater and blood should flow
 from

 
his side as he hung upon the cross. 

[6] A
fter his resurrection he told his disciples: “G

o out and 
teach all nations, baptizing them

 in the nam
e of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the H
oly Spirit.” 



[D
ivine address] 

Father, 

[Request] 

[1] Look now
 w

ith love upon your C
hurch and unseal for it 

the fountain of baptism
. 

[2] By the pow
er of the H

oly Spirit give to the w
ater of this 

font the grace of your Son, so that in the sacram
ent of 

baptism
 all those w

hom
 you have created in your likeness 

m
ay be cleansed from

 sin and rise to a new
 birth of 

innocence by w
ater and the H

oly Spirit. 



[G
esture: touching the w

ater w
ith the right hand] 

[3] W
e ask you, Father, w

ith your Son to send the H
oly 

Spirit upon the w
aters of this font.  M

ay all w
ho are buried 

w
ith C

hrist in the death of baptism
 rise also w

ith him
 to 

new
ness of life. 

[Stereotyped ending] 

W
e ask this through C

hrist our Lord. 

R. A
m

en. 



A
rchitecture for the R

ite 









Painting and Sculpture for the 
R

ite 









Liturgical Song for the R
ite 

Prayer over the W
ater 

Litany of Saints 

A
cclam

ation after Baptism
 

Responsorial Psalm
 

G
athering Song 

Thanksgiving Song 



Baptized in w
ater, sealed by the Spirit, 

C
leansed by the blood of C

hrist our K
ing; 

H
eirs of salvation, trusting his prom

ise, 

Faithfully now
 G

od’s praises w
e sing. 

 Baptized in w
ater, sealed by the Spirit, 

D
ead in the tom

b w
ith C

hrist our K
ing; 

O
ne w

ith his rising, freed and forgiven, 

Thankfully now
 G

od’s praises w
e sing. 



Baptized in w
ater, sealed by the Spirit, 

M
arked w

ith the sign of C
hrist our K

ing; 

Born of one Father, w
e are his children, 

Joyfully now
 G

od’s praises w
e sing. 

 M
ichael Saw

ard. 1982, Jubilate H
ym

ns, Ltd. 


