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This August, the Pennsylvania Grand Jury Report was released, the result of 
an investigation of clergy sexual abuse of minors in 6 dioceses in Pennsylvania 
dating back to 1947. It found that 300 priests engaged in the abuse of more than 
1000 children. The extent of the abuse is shocking. People have reacted with 
anger and shame, and grief for the many victims.

 
It is devastating to read the accounts of profound evil 
that occurred in our Church. Since I have been bishop, 
I have personally met with local survivors of clergy 
sexual abuse and their families. It was heart-wrenching 
to listen to their stories of the pain and the sufferings 

they have endured throughout their entire lives – for years and decades after the 
abuse occurred.
 
The Grand Jury Report investigates what happened in the Pennsylvania dioceses 
over the past 70 years.  Our Church has learned from the mistakes that were 
made in the past.  Bishops have acknowledged these tragic mistakes.  We have 
apologized to survivors and asked their forgiveness.  We have compensated them 
for the harm they suffered and provided counselling.

Since 1989, our diocese has implemented a strong, comprehensive 
Safe Environment Policy. It is periodically updated and improved and 
is available on our webpage at www.dol.ca/safe-environment-policy. 
It includes a number of sound procedures to prevent abuse from 
happening. A priest who commits an offense against a minor or any 
other vulnerable person is permanently removed from ministry. My 
goal is to protect people against abuse.
 

Two years ago, during the Year of Mercy, I inaugurated an annual Mass that 
would be celebrated in each of our parishes for victims of sexual abuse and in 
reparation for the sins of abusers. This special Mass was a powerful “moment 
of prayer”. Many victims spoke about the support they received. Numerous 
parishioners who participated in the Mass were deeply moved, knowing that 
they were united with others from all of our parishes who gathered that day to 
pray for the survivors of clergy abuse.
 
Each year, this Mass for Survivors is held on the Thursday closest to 15 September, 
the memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows. This year, the Masses across the Diocese 
were celebrated on Thursday, September 13.  
 
It seems fitting, as we pray for the victims and do reparation, that we would turn 
to Mary, our Mother and Patroness of our Diocese. Her title as Our Lady of 
Sorrows reminds us that she accompanies us in our times of trial. She intercedes 
on our behalf and helps us to draw close to her Son in his Passion. He takes our 
humble prayers and unites them with his own prayer to our Heavenly Father.
 
The intention of this special Mass is “for the healing of victims and survivors of 
sexual abuse and their families, for our communities, and for the reparation of 
the sins of abusers”. I have instructed our priests that there are to be no other 
intentions taken or offered at this Mass.
 
On that day, our whole diocese stands in sorrow with Mary at the foot of the 
cross. We will acknowledge the horrible sins committed in our Church and, 
together, we will pray for the survivors of clergy abuse and for healing in our 
families and communities.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

En août, le Grand Jury de l’État de Pennsylvanie publiait les conclusions d’une 
enquête sur les abus sexuels commis par des membres du clergé sur des personnes 
mineures dans six diocèses de l’État depuis 1947. Le Rapport indique que 300 
prêtres ont agressé plus de 1000 enfants. L’ampleur du phénomène est accablante. 
La colère et la honte des gens sont compréhensibles, comme la douleur pour les 
nombreuses victimes.

On est atterré de découvrir la profondeur du mal qui 
s’est fait dans notre Église. Depuis que je suis évêque, 
j’ai rencontré personnellement des survivants – des 
personnes qui avaient subi des agressions de la part de 
membres du clergé – ainsi que leurs familles. On a le 
cœur brisé en entendant le récit des souffrances que ces personnes ont endurées 
toute leur vie : des années voire des décennies après les événements.

Le Rapport du Grand Jury examine ce qui est survenu dans les diocèses de 
Pennsylvanie depuis 70 ans. Notre Église a tiré les leçons des erreurs commises 
dans le passé. Les évêques ont reconnu ces fautes tragiques. Nous avons présenté 
nos excuses aux victimes et nous leur avons demandé pardon. Nous les avons 
indemnisées pour les préjudices qu’elles avaient subis et nous leur avons fourni 
des services de counseling.

 Depuis 1989, notre diocèse applique un train complet de mesures 
strictes pour que nos terrains, nos édifices et nos activités soient 
vraiment sécuritaires. Cette politique est mise à jour et améliorée 
régulièrement, et on peut la consulter sur le site Web du diocèse à www.
dol.ca/safe-environment-policy. Elle comporte plusieurs procédures 
efficaces visant à prévenir les abus. Tout prêtre qui s’en prend à un 
mineur ou à une autre personne vulnérable est retiré du ministère de 
manière permanente. Je veux absolument protéger les gens de tels abus.

Il y a deux ans, pendant l’Année de la Miséricorde, j’ai institué la célébration d’une 
messe annuelle dans chacune de nos paroisses pour les victimes d’abus sexuel et 
en réparation pour les péchés de leurs agresseurs. Cette messe spéciale est un 
« temps de prière » particulièrement intense. Nombre de victimes ont parlé du 
soutien qu’elles ont reçu. Plusieurs paroissiens ont été profondément touchés 
par cette messe, d’autant plus qu’ils se savaient unis à des fidèles de toutes nos 
paroisses, rassemblés ce jour-là pour prier à l’intention des survivants.

Chaque année, cette Messe pour les survivants est célébrée le jeudi le plus proche 
du 15 septembre, fête de Notre-Dame des Douleurs. Cette année, dans tout le 
diocèse, cette messe sera célébrée le jeudi 13 septembre. 

Au moment de prier pour les victimes et de réparer les crimes commis, il est 
bon de nous tourner vers Marie, notre Mère et la Patronne de notre diocèse. 
Sous le vocable de Notre-Dame des Douleurs, elle nous accompagne dans nos 
épreuves. Elle intercède pour nous et nous aide à nous approcher de son Fils 
dans sa Passion. Lui reçoit nos humbles prières et les unit aux siennes pour les 
présenter à notre Père du ciel.

Cette messe spéciale est offerte « pour la guérison des victimes et des survivants 
d’abus sexuels et de leurs familles, pour nos communautés et pour réparer les 
péchés des agresseurs ». J’ai demandé aux prêtres de n’accepter et de ne formuler 
aucune autre intention pour cette messe.

Ce jour-là, tout le diocèse communiera dans la douleur avec Marie au pied de 
la croix. Nous reconnaîtrons les fautes horribles commises dans notre Église 
et, ensemble, nous prierons pour les personnes qui ont survécu aux agressions 
de membres du clergé, et pour la guérison au sein de nos familles et de nos 
communautés.

Sincèrement le vôtre en Jésus Christ,

Our Lady of Sorrows



Congratulations are due to the Participants of the Summer Residency of 
Foundations in Parish Nursing.

On July 8, 2018, eight women from across Canada gathered at Brescia 
University College in London, Ontario, to begin their journey toward 
achieving a Certificate in Parish Nursing.  

The Institute for Ongoing Formation at St Peter’s Seminary provides this 
certificate program for registered nurses.  Rooted in Jesus’ healing ministry, 
the nurses learn about the role of health ministry in the life of a parish. The 
registered nurses bring their understanding of caring for the whole person of 
body, mind and spirit, with an emphasis on the spiritual component.  They  
build upon this concept as they promote the importance that all life is sacred.   

Without providing “hands on care” the core of parish nursing is to work with 
the pastor and the pastoral team within the parish community to integrate an 
outreach ministry of health and wellness by first bringing a holistic awareness 
to the community and then to bring its members to the merciful healing of 
Jesus.  

Fr Mark Miller, C.Ss.R., Clinical Ethicist at The Center for Clinical Ethics at 
St. Michael’s Hospital and St. Joseph Hospital in Toronto, is one of the many 
distinguished lecturers that assists in the spiritual formation of the nurses in 
understanding their vocational call to this ministry as well as exploring values 
and ethical decisions that one may experience within health care.  

After this week-long introduction to parish nursing and its role within the 
faith community, the parish nurse candidates will continue learning over the 
next 13 months under the guidance of experienced and passionate parish 
nurses who are the faculty of the Foundations in Parish Nursing program. 

Two online courses affiliated with Dayton University and the Institute 
for Ongoing Formation at St. Peter’s Seminary stress how to enhance the 
community’s wellness through health promotion and disease prevention 
over the life span, and how to journey with members of the faith community 
during times of health challenges with the spiritual aspect as its focus. 

Faith communities are now given the wonderful opportunity to experience 
the role of a parish nurse and parish nurse ministry as these candidates begin 
a practicum experience working with the pastor and pastoral team to promote 
health and wellness in the parish. 

Many parish nursing candidates turn to their own faith community with this 
request. It is not essential that there is an established parish nurse role as part 
of the pastoral team for the parish nurse candidate to complete her practicum 
within a faith community as each nurse is matched with an experienced parish 
nurse outside the faith community, who will work closely in a mentorship 
role. 

These eight parish nursing candidates have now returned to their faith 
communities with the goal of working towards a certificate in parish nursing. 
Six years ago, at Mary Immaculate Parish in London, like these new candidates, 
I began my parish nurse practicum within my own parish community with the 

support of Fr. John Comiskey and the pastoral team. During my practicum, I 
discovered homebound members of the community who not only needed an 
advocate to navigate the health care system but also needed to reconnect with 
the parish community to meet their spiritual and sacramental needs.  This 
continues to be a big part of my parish nurse ministry at Mary Immaculate 
Parish.  

Over the last 9 years, 68 nurses have participated in the Summer Residency 
program and 42 have received their certificate in parish nursing. With the 
grace of God, these eight women received their certificates in August 2019.  

The parish nurses within the Dioceses of London look forward to the forming 
of Families of Parishes and how the role of parish nurses can continue to help 
meet the health ministry needs within our faith communities.
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Foundations in Parish Nursing
Summer Residency Graduation

What is a Parish Nurse? 
A parish nurse is a registered nurse with specialized 
education who is called to ministry and affirmed by 
a faith community to promote health, healing, and 
wholeness among its members. Recognizing the 
interconnectedness of body, mind, and spirit, parish 
nurses promote wellness through health education, 
advocacy, spiritual support, and linking the needs of 
those they serve to resources in the greater community, 
health care system, and their community of faith.
To learn more visit https://www.stpetersseminary.ca/

Programs/Parish-Nursing/21

Parish Nurse Candidates receive prayer shawls during the 
Summer Residency at Brescia University College.

Contributed by Louise Trapp



The Catholic School Boards serving the Diocese of London 
wish to thank all the parents, volunteers, parishes and community leaders

who support Catholic education!

Brant Haldimand Norfolk 
Catholic District School 

Board 
322 Fairview Drive,

Box 217 Brantford, ON 
N3T 5M8

519-756-6505
www.bhncdsb.ca

Conseil scolaire 
catholique providence

7515 prom. Forest Glade
Windsor, ON N8T 3P5

519-984-9227
www.cscprovidence.ca

Huron-Perth Catholic  
District School Board 

87 Mill Street, PO Box 70 
Dublin, ON N0K 1E0 

519-345-2440
www.huronperthcatholic.

ca

London District Catholic  
School Board

5200 Wellington Rd. S.
PO Box 5474

London, ON N6A 4X5 
519-663-2088

www.ldcsb.on.ca 

St. Clair Catholic District  
School Board 

420 Creek Street
Wallaceburg, ON

N8A 4C4 
519-627-6762

www.st-clair.net

Windsor-Essex Catholic  
District School Board 

1325 California Avenue
Windsor, ON N9B 3Y6 

519-253-2481
www.wecdsb.on.ca

All of us are aware of the poor in the world.  The media have numbed our 
emotions to the plight of the poor in developing third-world countries, the 
homeless living on the streets and the people affected by wars or political 
oppression.  These images flash momentarily before us by way of a 30-second 
clip on TV or captured on a headline in a newspaper or magazine article only 
to change the next day by the dramatization of some other individual’s despair.

It is easy for us to say that these people are “not in my backyard”.  We live in 
a very prosperous area.  My involvement with the Society of Saint Vincent 
de Paul has exposed me to the realities of what exists beyond the nice brick 
and mortar exteriors of homes and apartments within our community.  I 
constantly remind myself not to judge people by their visual appearances.

I have been humbled many times by my ignorance of the depth and degree 
of hardship that hides behind closed doors.  The definitions of “poor” and 
“disadvantaged” are redefined as I listen to people tell me their story of why 
they need assistance.  Some of these stories include:
• Single mothers who have recently left an abusive situation with no 

personal belongings except the clothes on their back and their children.  
Two-thirds of their welfare cheque covers rent, leaving little for food and 
clothing;

• Refugees from a foreign country, fleeing for safety for their families, 
starting a new life, but challenged where the adult cannot speak English, 
many possessing work-skills but face hurdles learning a new language;

• Adults who are learning-disabled and lack basic life skills in money 
management and personal hygiene;

• Unemployed and underemployed mature adults who lack work skills 
necessary in the “new economy”;

• Underemployed young adults, who have accumulated large student debt, 
compete for jobs that provide low entry level wages, contract or part-
time employment, often with no employment security, health or pension 
benefits. This was not the promise of reward they were told they would 
achieve by pursing further education;

• Mental illness has many faces, but unlike a physical disability, mental 
illness is not as visible.  Depression, acute anxieties, loneliness are just a 
few illnesses that trap individuals in low self-esteem environments, often 
struggling to elevate their self-esteem.

In many of these situations, children are helpless victims, trapped in 
impoverished situations not of their own creation.  They bear the misfortune 
of their parents’ circumstances.  Fortunately, many parents are very loving, 

giving all they can emotionally to compensate for what they lack materially.  

How does Saint Vincent de Paul serve our community?  
Our Mission Statement states that, “We live the Gospel message by serving the 
poor with love, respect, justice and joy”.

Visiting families in their home is the “core value” our Society practices that 
distinguishes us from many other support agencies.

I am often asked why we visit families in their homes in lieu of families coming 
to the church for assistance. I respond by using the following explanation – 
My Home or Your Home.

Under “my home”, the family in need visits the church.  This situation arises 
generally because Vincentians state they are busy in their personal life, so time 
is precious.  Vincentians control the environment of the visit, eliminating 
Vincentian travel.  In these scenarios the person in need is a guest in the 
church home. 

Under “your home”, we visit the family in their home.  We are guests in their 
home. In this environment, the difficult situations that the families experience 
now have a “face” that cannot be appreciated if they were to obtain assistance 
at a church hall. A family can say they are struggling, but when you visually 
see a home with no furniture, untidy or challenging living environments, 
these images are now real, more than just words.  Add to this, you often see 
personal family mementos that are the few items of pride that the family can 
share. You establish an immediate bond with the family. 

Beyond the Home Visit
The real benefit in home visits is how we provide a level of dignity and respect 
that establishes an intimate relationship of trust, openness, and human 
connection. 

This is what our Mission and Values call us to do.  This is how we see Christ in 
others. This is how we are to have personal contact with the poor.

When we adopt these values, we are rewarded with the gift of humility. The 
difficulties in our personal life will no longer be troublesome.  We realize the 
many gifts we have and that we are part of God’s larger family.  We are all 
called to share and support one another.

Not In My Backyard Contributed by Phil Bondy, Ontario Regional VP, Council/Conference 
Rejuvenation & Special Works, 2018.

The Society of St Vincent de Paul is an international 
voluntary organization in the Catholic Church, founded 
in 1833 for the sanctification of its members by personal 
service of the poor. Innumerable Catholic parishes have 
established "conferences," most of which affiliate with a 
diocesan council.  To learn more visit ssvp.on.ca.



Just contact us for 
more information: 

George Cifa  
Nexion Canada Travel 
519-660-6966 x2240
1-800-361-1334    
travelmerchant@
quadro.net
Tico#1549342 ACTA

Tour & Pilgrimage Opportunities Plan now for 2019 and 2020!
We will customize any pilgrimage to anywhere.

April 23 - May 4: Marian Pilgrimage to Fatima 
and Lourdes, with Fr. Matt Kucharski

April 26 to May 5: The Shrines of Italy, with 
Father Pedro

May 26 to June 6:  Marian Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
and Fatima, with Father Thom Blondin

July 15 to 19:  Quebec Pilgrimage to St. Br. 
Andre/Lady of the Cape/Ste. Anne de Beaupré 
Notre Dame Quebec and St. Kateri.

Aug 19 to 23: Quebec Pilgrimage

Oct 12 to 26: Italy & The Holy Land, with Father 
Dan Vere

In the works for 2020: Eucharistic Congress/
Poland/The Holy Land

Stories from the Archive:

Contributed by Lizz Birchall, Archives Assistant

The Diocese of London Archives holds many historical items and records, 
ranging from sacramental record books, the Bishops’ papers, to our 
abundance of local and national historical information.  The records date 
back to the beginning of French and English settlement in this region of 
Ontario in the 1700s.  They are a treasure that is carefully organized and 
kept safe in a climate-controlled vault at the Diocesan Centre.

Among the many irreplaceable and precious items, one collection stands 
out: the relics of saints.  Relics are a part of Catholic tradition which dates 
back to very beginnings of Christianity.  The collection is made up of about 230 
relics and some date back to the Roman martyrs, those very first Christians 
who gave their lives for the faith.  Some names are obscure but others are well-
known, saints such as St. Thérèse of Lisieux, St. Rose of Lima, St. Anthony of 
Padua, and St. Francis of Assisi.  Each relic, regardless of notability, however, 
is treated with the same care and respect, and regarded as having the same 
degree of importance.

A relic by definition is “an object that has some connection with a saint or 
blessed.”  Relics are divided into three classes: The first-class relic is the body 
or fragments of a body of a saint or a blessed – a common version of these 
is “ex ossibus,” or a bone of the saint.  A Second-class relic is something the 
saint personally owned or wore, often a scrap of clothing (“ex indumentis,” 
“ex vestementis”).  Items used to commit the martyrdom of a saint also fall in 
this category.  And finally, a third-class relic is an item which a saint blessed 
or touched, or an item which has been in contact with a first-class relic.  These 
are a common class of relic, and often (but not always) come in the form of a 
small prayer card.  In our archives, we are lucky to have a collection of relics 
including all three types of relics.

In March of this year, the Diocese was approached 
by the CBC for a feature story about relics.  Our 
staff happily opened the vault doors and invited the 
community to learn about these sacred treasures.  
Timed for Easter, the CBC News Windsor released 
an article and a video, both produced by reporter 
Stacey Janzer.  What happened next, we have come 
to call Relicmania.

An American website got hold of the original CBC 
article and recycled it as their own, without so much 

as phoning the Diocese or Ms. Janzer.  Anyone familiar with “the telephone 
game” will know what happened next.  The second-hand story now made it 
seem that the Canadian Diocese of London had an abundance of relics, which 
needed to be liquidated.  At least 250 relics to be given away.  

Chaos ensued and for weeks diocesan staff were swamped with emails, phone 
calls, and letters.  People from all walks of life contacted us from all across 
Canada, every American state, Australia, India, Pakistan, Germany, England, 
and so on.

Relicmania!

These relics are so much more than a piece of 
bone, tooth, or cloth, they are beautiful items 
which connect us to the communion of saints 
and to prayer, an experience anyone of us can 
have regardless of where we come from” - Lizz 
Burchall, Archives Assistant

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/windsor/roman-catholic-relics-london-windsor-1.4579307Special Feature

Bones, teeth and hair from saints rest in the archives of the Catholic Diocese of LondonRelics are given to anyone who is interested

Stacey Janzer · CBC News · Posted: Apr 02, 2018 5:02 AM ET | Last Updated: April 2

(Stacey Janzer/CBC)

More than 250 relics, including fragments of bone and teeth that once belonged to revered 

Roman Catholics, rest in a basement in London, Ont.
The Roman Catholic Diocese of London, which stretches from Huron County to Essex County, 

has organized and catalogued the remains of saints — both major and minor —and stored the 

collection in a temperature-controlled room for preservation.
• Assumption Church holds many of Canada's oldest Catholic relicsDebra Majer, the diocesan archivist, keeps a close eye on the pieces, some of which were 

transported to Ontario by bishops as far back as the 1700s."Relics, you can't buy them and they're not for sale, because they're sacred," she explained.Reliquaries and altar stones
Pieces of saints and martyrs, including bones, teeth, clothing or hair are set inside containers 

called thecas or reliquaries.

Assumption Church holds many of 
Canada's oldest Catholic relics

Relics are in plain sight but they are small and not obvious 

unless you know what to look for

Stacey Janzer · CBC News · Posted: Apr 03, 2018 5:00 AM

Roman Catholic Diocese of London archives assistant, Lizz Birchall, sorts 

through records dating back decades. (Stacey Janzer/CBC)
Most parishioners at Assumption Church in Windsor probably never 

knew there could be pieces of human beings encased in stone in plain 

sight.

The Catholic church shut down in 2014 after being in operation for 

170 years, but it was built at a time when it was common to include 

relics somewhere in the altar areas.• Bones, teeth and hair from saints rest in the archives of 

the Catholic Diocese of LondonIn Assumption's case, there are three relics. The church doesn't know 

exactly who the people were or whether the relics are pieces of 

bones, teeth, hair or perhaps something that simply touched a saint.

They would have been brought from Europe at some point in the past 

and embedded in a small square concrete patch carved out of a 

marble slab. One is at the front of the church and the other two are 

found on either side of the main altar.

Altar stones, like this one from Assumption Church, are made of marble and 

include a small opening where a relic would be placed. (Stacey Janzer/CBC)

Though staff from the diocese doesn't know who they belonged to, 

they could find out but it would take some digging.
All the records are kept by the Roman Catholic Diocese of London, 

Ont. along with a rich cache of historical documents — some of the 

oldest Canadian Catholic history west of Montreal.
Inside a vault in London are blueprints of churches, relics, records of 

bishops, sacramental registers, vintage priest clothing and a parish 

register of Assumption that dates back to 1760.

The church features stained glass and vaulted ceilings. (Stacey Janzer/CBC)

"Assumption has a big long history, not just for Windsor, but it's the 

Mother Church of Ontario," said Diocese archivist Debra Majer.

Church records predate Canada'sMany of the records, including Assumption's, predate any government 

records, and the information looks as old as it is — they do do not 

have digital records.
Actually, even from modern times. The Church records information 

the same way it has 500 years ago."When we record things like baptismal records, when a marriage 

occurs, we write down the exact same information, the exact same

way that we did it, handwritten into books like this," said archives 

assistant Lizz Birchall.

Assumption's collection includes records of marriages and baptisms 

spanning decades. (Stacey Janzer/CBC)In the archive, they have records from 1767, which is 100 years 

before Canada began their own official census records.
"We can use these as public records because of the validity of how 

we do it," she said.
Reliquaries packed with relicsIn Windsor, it's not just Assumption that contains relics. Any Catholic 

church in the area built before the 1960s may still house relics.

Not only that, there were relics at the Religious Hospitallers of St. 

Joseph, a convent which was once attached to Hotel Dieu Grace 

Hospital, now the Ouellette campus of the Windsor Regional Hospital. 

Those relics are now in London in two reliquaries (ornate boxes) 

inside the Diocese's vault.

A sign on the stairs leading up to the pulpit at Assumption Church warns 

parishioners about how fragile the wooden steps are. (Stacey Janzer/CBC)

One is from 1888. The thick golden frame has a red matting and the 

inside is shaped like a cross and filled with relics and the names of the 

saints who are inside.
"This one has a number of different saints in it. We have some less 

known, some more well known," Birchall said. "St. Francis of Assisi is 

in here, St. Augustine, St. Vincent de Paul," she said.
The second has even more relics. The reliquary is in great condition, 

but the seal which provides its authenticity is broken.
"All around the perimeter, and all within here and the window," Birchall 

said. "These would be first-class relics. Very tiny. All fragments of 

bones, placed around here and all of the names are under them so 

we know who they are."

https://www.catholicregister.org/item/27258-london-diocese-rattled-by-relicmania?platform=hootsuite

Relics from saints such as St. Augustine of Hippo and St. Anthony of Padua caused quite a stir after it 

appeared the diocese was giving them away. Photos courtesy Diocese of London 
London diocese rattled by ‘relicmania’ By Jean Ko Din, The Catholic Register

• April 25, 2018 
The London diocese calls it “relicmania.”For the past few weeks, the diocesan office has been fielding hundreds of calls and e-mails after an online 

article caught the world’s attention.
On April 9, the Catholic organization Aleteia.org published a story under the headline, “More than 250 relics of 

Catholic saints are being given away in Canada.” The article was based on a CBC news report April 2 that 

profiled a growing collection of relics in the London diocese as a result of parish amalgamations in the past 

decade.

“It started out with a curious reporter from the (CBC) Windsor office that wanted to learn more about relics,” 

said diocesan archivist Debra Majer. “So (Aletia.org) caught the story and what they did was they flipped the 

headline.”



“Everyone has heard of ‘Fake News’” said 
Nelson Couto, Communications Officer for 
the Diocese, “But it was incredible to see it 
unfold right before our eyes.  Bits of truth 
and assumption were woven into something 
that no longer told the real story, certainly 
not the one we told to Stacey at CBC 
Windsor.”

The global Relicmania led to a follow-up 
CBC interview, in which Archives staff 
were able to explain that our collection was 
not being liquidated, and that we were not 
giving relics away.  The calls eventually 
slowed to a trickle, but still come in—to 
this day.

“It just shook the world up,” Debra Majer Fraser, Archivist, told the CBC.  “These requests were coming 
from the Archdiocese of Perth, Singapore, India, the Philippines.  God knows how many times, 
everywhere throughout Europe, the UK… .  They even found my LinkedIn profile.  More than one 
individual offered to fly overseas to pick up their very own saint relic.”

The incredible reaction to the presence of relics in our archives shows how strongly people value a 
personal connection to the saints.  The worldly remains give us a tangible sense of the saints’ holiness, 
personal sacrifice, and miraculous power.  Many of the requests came from everyday people who 
wanted to have a holy, physical piece of the Faith, something to hold and pray over.

Archives staff, who work with relics and artifacts on a regular basis, were also deeply affected.  This 
author has a new appreciation and reminder for this unique collection, which I am privileged to work 
with on a regular basis.  Sometimes it is easy to get used to the materials that one works with every day, 
items which become part of the regular working routine.  This experience has given me the chance to 
see these items with fresh eyes, from the perspective of those who have not been able to interact with 
such venerated items, let alone an entire collection. It is moments like these that allow me to step back 
and truly appreciate how lucky we are have to have such a rich collection. These relics connect us as 
Catholics on a global level, a central experience. 

A relic by definition is “an object that has some connection with a saint or blessed.”  Relics are divided 
into three classes: The first-class relic is the body or fragments of a body of a saint/blessed – a common 
version of these is ex ossibus, or a bone of the saint.  A Second-class relic is something the saint 
personally owned or wore, often a scrap of clothing (ex indumentis, ex vestementis).  Items used to 
martyr a saint also fall in this category.  And finally, a third-class relic is an item which a saint blessed or 
touched, or an item which has been in contact with a first-class relic.  These are a common class of relic, 
and often (but not always) come in the form of a small prayer card.  In our archives, we are lucky to have 
a collection of relics of all three types of relics.



Mr. Phil Guimaraes, studying for the Diocese of London, has been assigned to Holy Cross Parish, London, under the 
supervision of Fr. Nelson Cabral.

Bro. Michael Mascarenhas, OFM Cap, studying for the Capuchin Friars, has been assigned to Our Lady Help of Christians 
& Holy Family Parishes, Wallaceburg, under the supervision of Fr. Christopher Gillespie.

Bishop Fabbro has announced the following pastoral appointments and changes:

Pastoral Appointments and Changes JANUARY 8, 2018
Rev. Jan Pochwala, currently Parish Administrator of St. Mary, West Lorne and St. 
Helen Church, Wallacetown, will complete this assignment on January 7, 2018.  
Effective January 8, 2018, he will live in residence at Holy Cross, London.
Rev. Mark Sargent, Coordinator of Priest Personnel, and Rev. Etienne Nadonye, OFM 
Cap., Priest-Chaplain of Communauté Catholique Ste-Marguerite D’Youville, will 
provide Mass coverage at St. Mary, West Lorne and St. Helen Church, Wallacetown, 
from January 8 to January 31, 2018.  Rev. Mark Sargent will be the contact during 
this time.
Rev. Peter Amszej, has been appointed Parish Administrator of St. Mary, West Lorne, 
effective February 1, 2018.
Rev. Jan Drabczak, C.S.M.A., has been appointed Priest-Chaplain to Migrant Workers 
in the deaneries of Essex and Windsor, effective February 7, 2018.  He will reside at 
St. Anne, Tecumseh.
Pastoral Appointments and Changes JANUARY 24, 2018
Rev. Tomasso Ferrera, Episcopal Vicar for Ingersoll and pastor of St. Mary, 
Tillsonburg, is the contact for Holy Trinity Parish, Woodstock, effective January 16 
until February 11, 2018.
Rev. Dariusz Jagodzinski, has been appointed Parish Administrator of Holy Trinity 
Parish, Woodstock, effective February 12, in addition to his current appointment as 
Priest-Chaplain of Holy Cross Polish Catholic Community, Woodstock.
Pastoral Appointments and Changes MAY 5, 2018
Rev. Philip Joseph, Pastor of Holy Name of Mary, St. Marys, has been appointed 
Episcopal Vicar of Ingersoll, in addition to his current appointment as Episcopal 
Vicar of Huron-Perth.  I am very grateful to 
Rev. Tomasso Ferrera for the ministry he has provided as Episcopal Vicar of the 
Ingersoll Deanery and to Rev. Joseph for accepting this additional appointment.
Rev. Tomasso Ferrera, currently Episcopal Vicar for Ingersoll and Pastor of St. Mary, 
Tillsonburg, has been appointed Parish Administrator of St. Michael, Leamington, 
including Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church, Wheatley.
Rev. John Pirt, currently Parish Administrator of St. Michael, Leamington, including 
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church, Wheatley, has been appointed Parish 
Administrator of St. Mary, Tillsonburg.
Rev. Terence Runstedler, currently Pastor of St-Jerome, Windsor, has been granted a 
health leave effective July 8, 2018, until November 1, 2018.  He has been appointed 
Parish Administrator of Immaculée Conception, Pain Court, effective November 2, 
2018.
Rev. Eugene Roy, has been appointed Parish Administrator of St-Jerome, Windsor, 
effective July 8, 2018, until November 1, 2018, in addition to his current appointment 
as Pastor of St. Anne, Tecumseh.
Rev. Michael Michon, currently Pastor of Immaculée Conception, Pain Court, has 
been appointed Parish Administrator of St-Jerome, Windsor, effective November 1, 
2018.
Rev. Vincent Gulikers, currently Pastor of the clustered parishes of Sacred Heart, 
Sarnia, and St. Michael, Brights Grove, has been appointed Parish Administrator of 
the clustered parishes of St. Mary, Maidstone, and St. John the Evangelist, Woodslee.
Rev. D. Matthew Bedard, currently Pastor of the clustered parishes of Sacred Heart, 
Delaware, and St. Charles, Glencoe, has been appointed Parish Administrator of the 
clustered parishes of Sacred Heart, Sarnia, and St. Michael, Brights Grove.
Rev. Thomas Blondin has been appointed Parish Administrator of Sacred Heart, 
Delaware, and St. Charles, Glencoe, in addition to his current appointment as Parish 
Administrator of All Saints, Strathroy.
Rev. Graham Keep has been appointed Parish Administrator of Our Lady of Sorrows, 
Aylmer, in addition to his current appointment as Parish Administrator of the 
clustered parishes of Holy Angels and St. Anne, St. Thomas.
Rev. Benjamin Huyge, currently Parish Administrator of Our Lady of Sorrows, 
Aylmer, has been appointed Parish Administrator of St. Mary, West Lorne, including 
St. Helen Church, Wallacetown.
Rev. Peter Amszej, currently Parish Administrator of St. Mary, West Lorne, including 

St. Helen Church, Wallacetown, has been appointed Parochial Vicar of Holy Family, 
London.
Rev. Seejo John, currently Parochial Vicar of Holy Family, London, has been 
appointed Parochial Vicar of St. John the Baptist, Amherstburg.
Rev. Stephen Marsh, currently Parochial Vicar of St. John the Baptist, Amherstburg, 
has been appointed Parochial Vicar of St. Michael, Leamington.
Rev. Danny Santos, currently Parochial Vicar of St. Michael, Leamington, has been 
appointed Parochial Vicar of Good Shepherd, Lakeshore.
Rev. Charles Akinloye, currently Parochial Vicar of Most Precious Blood and Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, Windsor, has been appointed Parochial Vicar of the clustered 
parishes of Holy Angels and St. Anne, St. Thomas and Our Lady of Sorrows, Aylmer.
Rev. David Johnston, currently Parochial Vicar of the clustered parishes of Sacred 
Heart, Sarnia, and St. Michael, Brights Grove, has been appointed Parochial Vicar of 
Most Precious Blood and Our Lady of Guadalupe, Windsor.
Rev. Paul Kim, ordained April 28, 2018, has been appointed Parochial Vicar of St. 
Anne, Tecumseh.
Rev. Robert Weaver, ordained April 28, 2018 has been appointed Parochial Vicar of 
All Saints, Strathroy, and the clustered parishes of Sacred Heart, Delaware, and St. 
Charles, Glencoe.
Rev. Jude Ogbenna, C.C.Sp., from Nigeria, has been appointed Parochial Vicar of 
Holy Trinity, Woodstock, effective May 15, 2018.
Rev. Anthony Eboh, from the Diocese of Umuahia in Nigeria, has been appointed 
Parochial Vicar of the clustered parishes of Sacred Heart, Sarnia and St. Michael, 
Brights Grove.  He will arrive in the diocese in June and live in residence at St. Anne, 
Tecumseh, until July 2, 2018.
I wish to express my gratitude and appreciation to Rev. Gerry Campeau, who 
accepted the appointment of Parish Administrator of the clustered parishes of St. 
Mary, Maidstone and St. John the Evangelist, Woodslee, on November 1, 2017.  He 
returns to retirement status.
Rev. Peter Poel has decided to enter the novitiate with the Capuchins.  I am supporting 
him in his new journey and ask that you keep him in your prayers.
Pastoral Appointments and Changes SEPTEMBER 11, 2018
Bishop Fabbro announces the following pastoral appointments and changes:
Rev. Jim Stenberg, C.S.B., formerly Parochial Vicar of Assumption Parish, Windsor, 
was reassigned by his community effective July 1, 2018.
Rev. Mark Gazin, C.S.B., has been appointed part-time Parochial Vicar of Assumption 
Parish, Windsor, effective August 1, 2018.
Dcn. Steven Huber, C.S.B., ordained May 12, 2018, was appointed by his community 
to serve with Rev. Maurice Restivo, C.S.B., at Assumption Parish, Windsor, in 
preparation for his presbyteral ordination, effective July 1, 2018.
Rev. Thathews Gnana Amirtham, O.F.M. Cap., has been assigned to part-time 
ministry at St. Joseph’s Health Care London for a time of discernment and evaluation 
in support of the Spiritual Care team, for a period of three months, effective September 
1, 2018.
Rev. Jan (Jimmy) Drabczak, C.S.M.A., currently Priest-Chaplain to the Migrant 
Workers in the deaneries of Essex and Windsor will return to his community in the 
Dominican Republic on September 24, 2018.  I wish to express my gratitude to him 
and to the Michaelite Fathers for their generous support.
Rev. Kazimierz Lorencowicz, C.S.M.A., has been appointed Priest-Chaplain to 
Migrant Workers in the deaneries of Essex and Windsor, effective November 5, 2018.  
He will reside at St. Michael, Leamington.

I thank the members of the Priest Personnel Board and offer 
our prayers and support to our priests, parish teams and parish 
families who will be affected by these pastoral changes.  May 
God continue to bless our ministry to the people of our Diocese.
Most Rev. Ronald Fabbro, C.S.B.
Bishop of London

Seminarian Pastoral 
Year Placement, 
2018-2019

Pastoral Appointments and Changes for 2018



Having celebrated its 250th anniversary in 2017, Assumption Parish is looking ahead 
to the future.  This summer, the parish gathered around the Feast of the Assumption 
(August 15th) to celebrate Mass, visit historic Assumption Church, break bread at 
the annual summer BBQ, and even premiere a new documentary about their parish.

Every year, Assumption Church is open on the feast day of Our Lady of the 
Assumption, when Catholics celebrate that the Virgin Mary was assumed, body and 
soul, into heaven.

This year, the church was open on Sunday, August 12 and Wednesday, August 15.  It 
was a chance to revisit the beautiful and historic church, which has felt the ravages of 
time and wear-and-tear since it was constructed in 1845—the fourth parish church 
in the immediate area, dating back to 1767.  The church is not officially closed, but 
has been out of regular use since 2014.

Bishop Fabbro aims to determine what the future holds for Assumption Church.  
Last October, he announced that he had accepted an offer from local Catholic lawyer, 
Paul Mullins, to undertake a comprehensive analysis of the history of the fund-raising 
campaigns and of the different options for the future of the church and the parish.

Ten months later, the Assumption Interim Report had been written, and was released 
August 11.  Mr. Mullins attended a special community meeting at 10 am on Sunday 
at Holy Name of Mary church at 681 McEwan Avenue, Windsor.  

A second interim Report will be issued in the fall which will include the current 
restoration cost estimates, results of the peer review completed by an independent 
architect qualified and experienced in restoration and historical buildings, the 
demographic planning report, and any additional relevant information received by 

Mr. Mullins in response to this 
Interim Report.

Father Maurice Restivo, CSB, 
pastor of Assumption Parish, 
celebrated Masses and led the 
annual celebrations.  As a priest 
of the Congregation of St. Basil, 
he is the current pastor in a long 
line of Basilian priests from 
the Order that has served the 
Catholic people of Windsor.  
“It was a day of worship, 
information sharing, and family 

festivities.  I think it will also be a day of healing.  I think that this interim report is an 
important step in the next chapter of Assumption Parish.  As a Basilian, I’m excited 
to be a part of that chapter.”

Bishop Fabbro was at Assumption Parish on August 14 to attend a documentary film 
about Assumption Parish,  premiered by Salt and Light Catholic Media.  Presented 
by Father Thomas Rosica, CSB, Executive Director of Salt and Light Catholic Media 
Foundation, “A Community in Transition: 250 Years of Our Lady of the Assumption 
Parish in Windsor” tells the story of Assumption Parish through the eyes and hearts 
of many witnesses, including former Canadian Prime Minister Paul Martin.  A 
‘trailer’ of the documentary is posted on the parish website at www.assumption.dol.
ca.
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Most of us have seen the stories in the news. Indigenous communities in 
Canada have extremely high rates of suicide. Women continue to be murdered 
and disappear. On many reserves, clean drinking water is only a dream, access 
to social services is limited, and medical care is rarely present. Overcrowded 
housing and inequalities in education are realities that indigenous people live 
with every day.

No longer content with sitting by idly, I knew that God was calling me to do 
something. 

After several years of visiting and ministering in various communities across 
northern Canada, I founded Northern Bridge Community Partnership to 
expand the work that I was doing and to invite others to join me in living out 
the gospel in this particular context. Our group works with indigenous and 
non-indigenous people and groups, to nurture healing, empower youth and 
foster leadership.

Our organization takes a multifaceted approach in facilitating this part of the 
Church’s mission.  We offer courses.  We connect servant-leaders.  We equip 
people with the tools they need to build strong communities. 

The course component of our work is rooted at King’s University College. 
Participants in our program receive a semester of preparation and two weeks 
of supervised ministry in the north. 

In the summer of 2018, our programs brought 51 students and educators 
from the Diocese of London into the north, where we worked with hundreds 
of young people and their families.  

On the pilgrimage that I led in June and July, 104 confirmations, 75 first 
communions, and four baptisms were celebrated. Our participants assisted 
in providing mentorship, sacramental preparation, and day-camps offered to 
the underprivileged. 

In addition to participating in religious programming, our students strive to 
learn more about their northern brothers and sisters while joining them in 
hunting and fishing, and through sharing in traditional indigenous practices.  

Students are also provided the privilege of hearing the stories and testimonies 
of elders in the community, community leaders, and local Chiefs and members 
of the Band Council. 

The northern Bishops are with us for these gatherings to share their wisdom 
with us.

Our hope is that young women and men who participate in these trips will 
offer a year or two of service after graduation.  Northern Bridge is currently 
funding positions in the Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas, the Diocese of 
Whitehorse and the Diocese of Mackenzie-Fort Smith.

The work of Northern Bridge is miniscule when compared to the enormity of 
the problems faced by the First Nations of the North, yet the work is important.

“Northern Bridge Community Partnership bridges the two worlds of the north 
and the south. The ministry experiences are helpful for us and for the program 
participants who visit our northern, isolated communities. Especially for the 

young people, there is a real broadening of how they see Canada, particularly 
the poverty that is present in our own country,” writes Archbishop Murray 
Chatlain, of the Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas

Despite the centuries of abuse, neglect and colonization that our indigenous 
brothers and sisters have survived, I see tremendous hope, especially in the 
faces of the young. Language and traditions are being recovered. Identity is 
being restored. Faith is being celebrated. Genuine reconciliation is happening 
across our nation. 

I have witnessed this firsthand and have been privileged to work with 
community leaders who are shaping a strong future for their people. 

If you would like to get involved in our work as a volunteer, as a staff 
member, as a donor or as a partner in prayer, please contact me at michael@
northernbridge.org . To learn more about our work and to stay up to date on 
our initiatives, please visit us at www.northernbridge.org.

Building a Bridge Across the Country

The elders in the communities we serve have been key 
players in building trust and understanding. They 
continue to give their knowledge and teaching to 
generations of the future.

Contributed by Fr. Michael Bechard, Executive Director
Northern Bridge Community Partnership

Regardless of age, pre-
planning your cemetery 

arrangements together simply 
makes sense - financially and 

emotionally.  See the back 
cover for details.



May 20, 2018 - Pentecost

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Today, Ascension Sunday, we listen to the passage in the Gospel of Mark in 
which Jesus commissions his disciples: “Go into all the world and proclaim 
the good news to the whole creation” (Mk 16:15). After he ascends to the 
Father, his disciples “went out and proclaimed the good news everywhere, 
while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by the signs 
that accompanied it” (Mk 16:20). Next week is Pentecost Sunday. The 
whole Church will join in prayer for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit that 
we, like the early disciples, will be turned into bold and courageous heralds 
of God’s wondrous deeds.

Four years ago, I established a task force to look into the Future of Pastoral 
Care in the Faith Communities of the Diocese of London. It proposed 
a ‘Family of Parishes’ model. The excellent work done by the task force 
will help our parishes to be vibrant and active in the Church’s mission of 
evangelization – the proclamation of the Good News of Jesus.

Now that the task force has completed its mandate, I have established a 
diocesan commission to build on the work that has already been done. 
The commission will oversee the implementation and development of 
Families of Parishes that are oriented on our mission of evangelization. It 
will assist parishes in the realization of the goals of the ‘Pastoral Plan for the 
Diocese of London’. It will help us especially: to enter into a close, personal 
relationship with

Jesus and become intentional disciples (Goal #1), to minister with justice 
and compassion to the wounded and marginalized (Goal #3), to have vibrant 
liturgies in our parishes (Goal #4) and to promote continuing formation 

of pastoral leadership – priests, deacons and lay ecclesial ministers (Goal 
#5). The commission will use the different media to communicate, so that 
we can be more effective in our mission of evangelization. In the weeks 
ahead, there will be a series of bulletin inserts that will explain the different 
aspects of this mission.

Our most important task is the 
commitment of each of us to prayer. I 
urge you to join together in prayer that we 
the baptized – you and I – support one 
another in growing closer to Jesus.

Today, as we celebrate the Lord’s 
ascension, I invite you to reflect on 
Jesus’ commission to the first disciples. 
It is our mission. May we, through our 
words and deeds, go out and proclaim 
the Gospel with boldness and courage, 
inviting others to experience the joy of 
meeting Jesus. We implore the help of our 
diocesan Patron, our Blessed Mother under the title of the Immaculate 
Conception, and ask God to bring to completion the good work he has 
begun in us (cf. Phil 1:6).

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, C.S.B.
Bishop of London
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Family of Parishes Commission
Taken from the Letter to The Faithful of the Diocese of London from 
Bishop Fabbro.

Coming soon: Family of Parishes Information Series

You may have seen the first two in the series of five information handouts in your parish or Catholic 
institution.  The series, which is available in English and French, comprises the following:

PART 1 - The Vision / La vision - Pentecost (May 19-20)

PART 2 - Equipping the Saints / Equipper les saints - Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ (June 2-3)

PART 3 - Bumps, Bruises and Blessings / Bosses, bleus et bénédictions (September 22-23)

PART 4 - Mission-Oriented Parishes / Des paroisses axées sur la mission (October 13-14)

PART 5 - The Role of the Faithful / Le rôle des fidèles (November 3-4)

Handouts from earlier this year may be available at the back of your church.  All handouts are available 
online at www.dol.ca/family-of-parishes.  We invite you to read them, share them with your family and 
friends, and reflect on their messages.

Look for a copy in your parish bulletin or learn more online at www.dol.ca!
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Marking New

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

On June 7, 2018 at 11 am, the Catholic Family of Parishes in Norfolk gathered at Holy 
Trinity Catholic High School in Simcoe, Ontario.  Bishop Fabbro joined the faithful for a 
Mass with all the parishes comprising this new Family of Parishes.  It was the first time in 
the Diocese of London that an entire Family of Parishes came together for one single Mass.

Excitement was palpable as approximately a thousand people gathered at the high school 
on the sweltering summer’s day.  People of all ages came from Simcoe, Delhi, Port Dover,  
Waterford and surrounding areas.

Bishop Fabbro celebrated Mass along with pastor, Fr. Al Dufraimont, and associate pastor, 
Fr. Lucio Couto.

“It’s the first time we’ve come together as one faith community,” observed His Excellency.  
“This is an event of historic significance for us.  This brings us together to celebrate the 
Catholic faith.”

The Bishop spoke a beautiful homily touching on the profound meaning of faith, patience, 
and prayer.

This special Mass was the only one all weekend, so that parishioners from St. Bernard of 
Clairvaux (Waterford), St. Cecilia (Port Dover), Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs (Delhi) and 
St. Mary’s (Simcoe) could assemble in one place and dedicate the weekend to this unique 
event.  Together, the parish teams helped to plan the Mass and the reception that followed.

“Our doors are open to all those who could not attend today,” Bishop Fabbro said.  To 
them, he added this: “We welcome you with open arms—any time.”

Beginnings



www.facebook.com/www.dol.ca/
www.facebook.com/eventnewsDOL

https://twitter.com/DOL_ca

Established in 1857, Assumption University is federated with the University 
of Windsor as the Catholic institution on campus. The mission of Assumption 
University’s Campus Ministry is to serve all students, faculty and staff of the 
University of Windsor by journeying with them as they grow in wisdom and 
truth. This mission manifests itself in three interconnected movements:

Gather—Building a “welcoming and open home” through invitation and 
community;  Form—Cultivating a “training ground for Christian virtue” 
through sacrament and spiritual growth;  Send—Promoting Christian 
“renewal of culture” through outreach and service.

The 2017-2018 academic year saw Campus Ministry take on a great task: 
running fourteen programs and facilitating (or participating in) eighteen 
events. Campus Ministry held programs including Food for Thought, and 
Boards and Beers as a way to connect young adults with peers holding similar 
core values, while two Twilight Retreats had students thinking about how 
faith fits into their daily lives. The Campus Ministry team also continued their 
involvement with the multi-Christian faith Chaplaincy Network on campus.

A few highlights from the past year are as 
follows:

Round Table Discussion

In May 2017, the team at Assumption 
University welcomed five campus ministers 
from four different Canadian universities 
to participate in a round-table discussion 
to examine areas of strength, challenges, 
and best practices within Canadian Campus 
Ministry. The resulting information led to the 
development of long-term and short-term 
goals for the Campus Ministry team, most 
notably the launch of the Leadership Summit 
in September 2017 to help student leaders 
become ambassadors of their faith. The second 
summit will take place at the beginning of the 
Fall 2018 semester. 

Survey Study

In January 2018, Assumption University developed and distributed an online, 
campus-wide student survey in conjunction with Academica Group to gain 
insight into the spirituality of University of Windsor students. Throughout 
the four-week period that the survey was open, a total of 1,943 students 
participated. One of the greatest takeaways was the desire for meditation 
services and/or spaces to maintain spiritual health. It was also found that 
“those who do not associate with a religious identity were more likely to select 
mental health as a personal challenge they are facing”. This fact indicates the 

important role that ministry still has, even in an increasingly secular world, 
on campus. The Campus Ministry team will be further developing spiritual 
health supports for the upcoming school year.

Synod Broadcast

In October 2017, Assumption University was selected to participate in a live 
taping with Salt and Light Media to discuss the upcoming Papal Synod on 
Youth. Campus Ministry welcomed thirteen young adults ranging from 16 to 
25 to Assumption Hall on October 10, 2017 for the filming of the segment.  
Participants were given the opportunity to discuss the issues facing young 
people in an increasingly secular world. The special was broadcast on October 
22, 2017. 

Canadian Catholic Campus Ministry Conference

In June 2018, Assumption University was pleased to host campus ministers 
from across the country for the annual Canadian Catholic Campus Ministry 
Conference. The week-long event provided the opportunity 

for the forty campus ministers and 
chaplains assembled to engage 
in meaningful conversations 
about the theme of ‘Ministry 
in a Secularized World’. The 
conference featured keynote 
speaker Dr. Josephine Lombardi, 
who gave valuable insight 
into the new evangelization 
and the cultural climate of 
today’s ministerial world. 
The Assumption University 
team was blessed to have 
Bishop Fabbro celebrate the 
closing Mass of the successful 
conference. 

Assumption University’s 
Campus Ministry is excited to 

see what the future holds for the students 
and staff at the University of Windsor!

Assumption Campus Ministry 
Contributed by Jessica Lemmon, Campus Ministry Outreach Coordinator

Join us on online!
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