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Earlier this year, at Pentecost, Bishop Fabbro 
proclaimed the Year of Prayer for the Diocese 
of London.  From June 9, 2019, until the next 
Pentecost Sunday on May 31, 2020, we will pray 
for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit as we seek 
to be a mission-oriented Church that forms 
disciples of Jesus.  During the Year of Prayer, we 
recommit ourselves to living the mission of Jesus.  
We ask the Holy Spirit, whom we received at our 
Baptism, to renew us, to transform us, to help 
each of us to be a missionary disciple.

In January of 2018, the Diocese of London began to form groups of distinct 
parishes called Families of Parishes.  Two “pioneer” Families were created in 
order that later Families could learn from their experiences.  In July of 2019, 
six new parishes were activated.  By 2022, all parishes will belong to one of 
thirty Families.  (For a list of all the Families of Parishes please visit www.
dol.ca/list-of-FOPs).  The goal of these groupings, although structural, has 
a spiritual goal: to ensure a sustainable diocese that is firmly focussed on its 
mission.

We have had reason for joy this year with the ordination of nine deacons.  
Two men, who are studying for the priesthood at St. Peter’s Seminary, were 
ordained as transitional deacons: Deacon Rob Renaud was ordained in May, 
and Deacon Phil Guimaraes in June.

In November, seven permanent deacons were ordained: Deacon Leo 
Gulikers, Deacon Michael Cookson, Deacon David Cummings, Deacon 
Henry Tomaszewski, Deacon Tim Raaymakers, Deacon Matt Sutton, and 
Deacon Art Williams.  There are now among 81 permanent deacons serving 
our diocese.

This year, our diocese said farewell to several priests who passed away, namely, 
Fr. John Van Damme; Fr. Henry Cassano; Fr. Joseph Quinn, C.S.B.; Fr. Rene 
Giroux; Fr. Thomas Ashton; and Fr. Kenneth McKernan, C.S.B.

We also said farewell to Bishop John Michael Sherlock, the Ninth Bishop of 
London.  Bishop Sherlock was born on January 20, 1926, and passed away 
on August 12, 2019.  Bishop Sherlock was a true pastor who was close to his 
priests and his people.  In his episcopal ministry over 45 years, he gave his 
life in service of our diocese and the wider Church in Canada.  We will miss 
him, and we pray for him that he will rest in peace.

This year on the World Day of the Poor, Bishop Fabbro announced the 
Pope Francis Fund for the Poor and committed one million dollars to be 
endowed for the ongoing benefit of the underprivileged.  There are many 
people struggling to meet basic needs such as housing, food, or clothing.  The 
endowment will be a continuing source of assistance for those in need, as 
well as a reminder that we are truly missionary disciples of Christ.

With the closing of 2019, we prepare to enter the 2020s.  The world continues 
to change at an incredible pace, and many people, both religious and non-
religious, are struggling to find meaning and peace.  As she always has, the 
Church encounters people where they are and is eager to share the Good 
News.  In our diocese, we are the local Church, with over a hundred parishes 
throughout Southwestern Ontario.  We also encounter people in new ways.  
You may be surprised to know that nearly 10,000 people are engaged with us 
in a “virtual” social media faith community.

Thank you for supporting this diocesan newspaper.  In the new year, look for 
the Spring 2020 edition of “Missio” in April of 2020 in parishes and online.

Christmas blessings to all our readers!
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The Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, commonly known as the 
Second Vatican Council or “Vatican II” laid the groundwork for a shift in the 
way ministry was developing to meet the pastoral needs of the contemporary 
Church and the world.  No longer are the laity simply recipients of pastoral 
ministry.  As baptized people of God, lay or ordained, all are called to service.

Pastoral leadership is a gift to the Church to orient the variety of gifts and 
charisms of the baptized to build up the Church for her healing and saving 
mission in the world.  As successors to the apostles, bishops together with 
priests and deacons shepherd their diocese to preach, teach, and sanctify the 
faithful, unifying the many gifts for mission as members of Christ’s body. 

Inspired by the vision of the Council, a whole generation of Catholic 
laity entered into direct service of the Church.  In support of the renewed 
missionary zeal, seminaries opened their doors to lay people, leading to 
professional lay ministers with their own unique charisms, experience, and 
call to serve the building-up of the Church for mission.  This is a gift that has 
grown, and which is continually being shaped through the lived experience 
of those in ministry.  Preparation for service, ongoing formation, policies and 
procedures all support the development of this gift. 

The Lay Ecclesial Minister in our Diocese
Lay Ecclesial Minister, or L.E.M., is a generic term adopted in our diocese.  
Rooted in their baptism, the L.E.M. has discerned a call to use their charisms 
in a particular way and through a particular public role in the Church.  This 
is a role of service to extend pastoral care and outreach, as well as to call forth 
all the baptized to live in continual deepening of their identity. 

The L.E.M. works collaboratively with the Bishop and the leadership in a 
particular parish role.  A Lay Ecclesial Minister has been prepared through 
diocesan formation programs (or equivalent programs) to serve the building-
up of the Church in a particular, professional, and public way.  She or he may 
be designated by the parish priest to be responsible for one or more major 
areas of parish life or ministry that is not reserved for ordained ministers. 

In our diocese, an L.E.M.  typically uses her or his gifts and training as 
Pastoral Ministers, Coordinators of Family and Youth Ministry, or Parish 
Nurses.  Within these roles, a Lay Ecclesial Minister may bring particular gifts 
for service in a parish to liturgical and sacramental ministries, pastoral care, 

ministry with youth and families, social justice and outreach.  Always rooted 
in pastoral needs for the contemporary Church, the Bishop may discern other 
leadership roles for which there can be development and ongoing formation.  

As the diocese moves to a model of Families of Parishes to support the local 
Church in her mission, the ongoing history in our diocese of Lay Ecclesial 
Ministers is a gift that with discernment and ongoing relationship allows new 
ways of providing pastoral care and outreach to emerge for the good of the 
Church.

Questions or More Information
If you have a question about Lay Ecclesial Ministry, please email Laura at 
lreilly@dol.ca
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“What is an L.E.M.?” Contributed by Laura Reilly, Director of Lay Ecclesial Ministry

•  AUTHORIZATION to serve 

    publicly in the local church

•  LEADERSHIP in a particular area 

    of ministry

•  Close COLLABORATION with the 

    pastoral ministry of bishops, 

    priests and 
deacons

• Preparation and F
ORMATION 

   appropriate t
o the responsibilitie

s 

   that are assigned 
to them including

   human, spiritual, pastoral and

   theological dimensions

The Lay Ecclesial 
Minister:
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In a June 2019 letter, Bishop Fabbro reminded priests, permanent deacons, and 
Lay Ecclesial Ministers that, in order to become a mission–oriented diocese, 
we will need to be “reviewing what we do and how we do things so that all 
things may be transformed to reflect this mission-oriented vision.”  With this 
transformation in mind, the Pastoral Services team worked to develop and 
coordinate Moments of Encounter retreats for the thirty Families of Parishes 
within our Diocese.

These Moments of Encounter retreats are meant for parishioners.  Joe Bezzina, 
Director of Pastoral Services, noted, “In the fall of 2018 the Archdiocese of 
Boston assisted us in deepening our formation as intentional disciples, and we 
heard from several pastoral leaders that we need to offer similar opportunities 
for our parishioners. Parish leaders have clearly indicated their desire for 
support in engaging, forming, and commissioning intentional disciples.”

Parish pastoral teams have invested tremendous time, talent, energy, and 
treasure in their efforts to draw people to Jesus and His Church.  The Moments 
of Encounter retreats are an outreach of Equipping the Saints: The Diocesan 
Commission on the Families of Parishes, and are meant to complement what 
is already being accomplished, as well as to widen the net of evangelization.  
Richard Corneil, a retreat leader, noted, “I hope that the retreatants were able 
to begin to see themselves as part of a Church that is missionary through and 
through. That by virtue of their Baptism, they are connected with the very 
first followers whom Jesus sent out into the world to serve and share with 
others in real and concrete ways.”

Building on the call of the Second Vatican Council to engage all the baptized 
in the mission of the Church, Moment of Encounter retreats draw inspiration 
from our Holy Father, Pope Francis: 

“In virtue of their baptism, all members of the People 
of God have become missionary disciples (see Mt 
28:19). All baptized, whatever their position in the 
Church or their level of instruction in the faith, are 
agents of evangelization, and it would be insufficient 
to envisage a plan of evangelization to be carried out 
by professionals while the rest of the faithful would 
simply be passive recipients.” 
(Evangelli Gaudium, 120) 

Jackie and Anthony Leardi explore the Holy Father’s reflection as they lead 
retreats.  “Attendees were eager to participate.  They had questions they 
wanted to share and they had fears they expressed perhaps for the first time.  
They committed to taking action, starting with themselves but with the hope 
of changing the world.”

Pastoral team members have been invited to gather 30 individuals from each 
parish community – people who are not typically involved in parish life 
beyond their participation in the sacraments.  The participants are invited to 
renew, encourage, and accompany one another as they go forth to transform 
the world for the sake of the Gospel.

Chrisandra Skipper, reflecting upon her experience of leading the retreat 
offered that, “One of the things I love about Moments of Encounter retreats is 
the gentle reminder that our call to discipleship and mission are rooted in our 
Baptism. That call to holiness is about small, often simple steps usually in our 
own homes and local communities. It struck me that participants experienced 
a moment living out the greatest commandment. I saw people reflecting on 
and encountering the love of God in prayer and the opportunity to grow in 
love of neighbour as they interacted as a Family of Parishes.”

The Pastoral Services team is looking forward together to becoming a mission-
oriented Church that forms disciples of Jesus.  If you would like to know more 
about Moments of Encounter please email PastoralServicesAdmin@dol.ca.

The Catholic School Boards serving the Diocese of London 
wish to thank all the parents, volunteers, parishes and community leaders

who support Catholic education!

Brant Haldimand Norfolk 
Catholic District School 
Board 
322 Fairview Drive,
Box 217 Brantford, ON 
N3T 5M8
519-756-6505
www.bhncdsb.ca

Conseil scolaire 
catholique providence
7515 prom. Forest Glade
Windsor, ON N8T 3P5
519-984-9227
www.cscprovidence.ca

Huron-Perth Catholic  
District School Board 
87 Mill Street, PO Box 70 
Dublin, ON N0K 1E0 
519-345-2440
www.
huronperthcatholic.ca

London District Catholic  
School Board
5200 Wellington Rd. S.
PO Box 5474
London, ON N6A 4X5 
519-663-2088
www.ldcsb.on.ca 

St. Clair Catholic District  
School Board 
420 Creek Street
Wallaceburg, ON
N8A 4C4 
519-627-6762
www.st-clair.net

Windsor-Essex Catholic  
District School Board 
1325 California Avenue
Windsor, ON N9B 3Y6 
519-253-2481
www.wecdsb.on.ca

Contributed by the Pastoral Services team of the Diocese

The North Central Windsor Catholic Family of Parishes’ 
Moment of Encounter, October 10, 2019

Moments of Encounter



Ordinations 2019

For more photos visit www.facebook.com/pg/www.dol.ca/photos

On November 9, 2019, Bishop Ronald P. Fabbro, CSB, ordained 
seven men to the Order of Deacons for the Diocese of London.  

The Mass of Ordination was celebrated by Bishop Fabbro at St. 
Peter’s Cathedral Basilica, London.

There are now a total of 81 permanent deacons serving in our 
Diocese.

Please join us in praying for the new 
deacons and their families:

Rev. Mr. Robert Renaud
Deacon Rob Renaud is a seminarian at St. Peter’s Seminary, in the last year of 
preparation for ordination to the priesthood.  The Sacrament of Holy Orders was 
conferred by Bishop Joseph Dabrowski, CSMA, Auxiliary Bishop of London, on 
Thursday, May 30, 2019, at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Windsor.

Deacons are ministers ordained for service to the Church. They are not 
priests but their ordination confers on them particular functions with 
regard to the ministry of Charity, Word, and of Sacrament. They carry 
out these ministries under the pastoral authority of their bishop and a 
pastor. The permanent deacon ministers for the bishop and with the 
pastor of the parish to which he is assigned.

While there is only one diaconate, there are two kinds of deacons: 
transitional deacons are men in formation for the priesthood; permanent 
deacons do not intend to become priests, rather they are married or 

single men who are clerics.

The Order of Deacons declined after the fifth century but was fully 
restored by the Second Vatican Council as a proper and permanent 
rank of ministry within the hierarchy of the Church.  Pope St. Paul VI 
implemented the recommendations of the Council in 1967.  Since then, 
the diaconate has flourished in many countries of the world, including 
Canada.

For more information please visit https://dol.ca/deacons.

Transitional Diaconate Ordinations 2019

Rev. Mr. Phil Guimaraes
Deacon Phil Guimaraes is also a seminarian at St. Peter’s Seminary, in his final year 
of preparation for ordination to the priesthood.  The Sacrament of Holy Orders was 
conferred by Bishop Joseph Dabrowski, CSMA, Auxiliary Bishop of London, on 
Tuesday, June 11, 2019, at Holy Cross Parish, London.

Permanent Diaconate Ordination 2019

•  Deacon Leo Gulikers (London Deanery)
•  Deacon Michael Cookson (London Deanery)
•  Deacon David Cummings (Sarnia Deanery)
•  Deacon Henry Tomaszewski (London Deanery)
•  Deacon Tim Raaymakers (Kent Deanery)
•  Deacon Matt Sutton (Essex Deanery) 
•  Deacon Art Williams (Windsor Deanery)

About the Diaconate

Bishop Joseph Dabrowski, CSMA, and Rev. Mr. Rob Renaud

Bishop Joseph Dabrowski, CSMA, and Rev. Mr. Phil Guimaraes



The School of Christ

Just contact us for 
more information: 
George Cifa  
Nexion Canada 
Travel 
519-660-6966 x2240
1-800-361-1334    
travelmerchant@
quadro.net
Tico#1549342 ACTA

When Protestant ministers announced the 
School of Christ from their pulpits and a 
Rabbi called himself a “fan” it was no wonder 
that West Thomas Flannery’s School of Christ 
was a complete hit across Ontario and the 
northern United States.

Known as Father Flannery during the half-
hour Catholic radio program that later 
became a TV program, many eyes were 
on what was known as the most vibrant 
catechetical program on air.  With the support 
of Bishop John Kidd, Father Flannery took 
the relatively new format of radio and used 
the technology to discuss with youngsters the 
life of Christ in an extraordinary way. 

Children from Catholic schools in London, from grades 6 to 8, were as much 
a part of the show as was Father Flannery.  The School of Christ was launched 
on December 3, 1939, and aired on CFPL Radio.  The program was delivered 
unscripted and unrehearsed, which meant anything could happen. And with 
a panel that was a group of grade-school children, things usually did happen!

Born December 22, 1897, in London, Ontario, West Thomas Flannery was 
the second-youngest of six children.  He spent his elementary school years 
studying at St. Peter’s Catholic School.  He later attended Central Collegiate, 
London, and completed his high school education at Assumption College, 
Windsor. 

A vocation to the priesthood was certainly calling him.  After graduating 
from Assumption, West Flannery entered St. Peter’s Seminary in 1917 and 
was ordained in 1921.  Shortly after ordination, the very bright, athletic, and 
charismatic Father Flannery was sent to Rome to the Angelicum for post-
graduate studies. In 1923, the prolific scholar returned to London, not only 
with his doctorate in Theology, but also his Licentiate in Philosophy. 

The energetic Father Flannery began to teach at St. Peter’s Seminary and 
assisted at St. Peter’s Cathedral.  Never missing an opportunity to connect 

with people, and with an 
excellent command of the 
Italian language, Father 
Flannery supported 
and ministered to 
the growing Italian 
community in London.  
The School of Christ may 
have been his greatest 
achievement but, out of all 
his pastoral appointments, it 
was St. Martin of Tours Parish 
with which Father Flannery 
most connected.  He started to 
support the parish community 
in 1924, and in 1950 became 
the pastor, which meant 
leaving his position as Chair of 
Sacred Theology at St. Peter’s 
Seminary, a position he had 
held since 1930. 

Being a man of action, and possibly a man who never slept, there are even 
more achievements to highlight.  Father Flannery was conferred an honorary 
degree from the University of Western Ontario in September 1955.  This 
was a historic day for the Diocese of London: Mother Mary St. James, CSJ; 
Monsignor Andrew Mahoney; and Bishop Philip Pocock were all awarded 
honorary degrees at the same convocation. In October of 1956, Father 
Flannery was made a Domestic Prelate by Pope Pius XII.

In 1974, at 77 years of age, Monsignor Flannery decided to slow down, if only 
a little, and retired from pastoral duties at St. Martin of Tours.  Two days after 
his 81st birthday, December 24, 1978, Monsignor Flannery died at Marion 
Villa where he had spent his last years. 

“Radio’s loveliest gift” was the slogan used often to promote the School of 
Christ; but this could also be said of Monsignor Flannery.

Tour & Pilgrimage Opportunities

Plan now for 2020!   We will customize any pilgrimage to anywhere.

• April 16 to 28 - Holy Land and Petra 
with Fr. David Johnston & Fr. Tom 
Ferrera

• May 21 to 03 June - Poland with Fr. 
John Jasica

• July 13 to 17 - Quebec with Fr. Chris 
Bourdeau

• Aug 11 to 21 - Medjugorje
• Aug 17 to 21 - Quebec with Fr. Tery 

Runstedler

• Sept 7 to 21 - Eucharistic Congress 
& Poland

• Sept 27 to 11 Oct - Marian with Fr. 
Thom Blondin

• Nov 1 to 16 - Italy & Holy Land

Coming opportunities:

Roof Tile Management is 
proud to have worked with 
the Diocese of London on a 

wide range of projects: 

St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica, 
London

St. Justin, London

St. Mary, London

St. Patrick, London

St. Clement, McGregor

Holy Name of Mary, St. Mary’s

St. Joseph, Chatham

St. John the Evangelist, Woodslee

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
Mount Carmel

St. Anne, Tecumseh

St. Patrick, Kinkora

St. John the Baptist, Amherstburg

and many othersContact Us:
360 Gibraltar Drive, Mississauga, ON L5T 2P5

905-672-9992

General Contracting, 
Roofing and Sheet Metal, Masonry, 

Woodworking and Interior 
Restoration 
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The future Fr. Flannery with his family, seated
second from the left in the front row

Monsignor Flannery in the television studio

Biography of Monsignor Flannery



The School of Christ
The School of Christ ran for 24 years without Father Flannery ever missing an episode. 
The programs were completely unrehearsed and unscripted.  The panel of students did 
not know what topics were going to be discussed until they come onto the stage/set.
The most memorable of these ad lib occurrences was when a young male panelist asked, 
“Did  Joseph give out cigars when Jesus was born?” Father Flannery paused, 
to wait for the children and others to stop laughing, and went on to explain 
that tobacco was not known 
in the Middle East until 
after the Americas were 
“discovered” in 1492.

Broadcasts and Media Coverage:  December 
3, 1939, the first episode of the School of Christ 
airs from the CFPL Radio studio. By 1940 radio 
stations in Windsor, Chatham and Wingham 
picked up the program. By 1942, radio stations in 
Toronto (including the CBC), Hamilton, Kingston 
and many other smaller towns where tuned-in. By 
the mid-1940s, the School of Christ was broadcast 
across Michigan, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, 
and New York states. There was also plenty of print 
coverage in newspapers and magazines.

1946:  the School of 
Christ is invited to 
Massey Hall, Toronto, 
for the first time.

1941:  School of Christ episodes air live from Scared 
Heart Chapel, at the Sisters of St. Joseph Convent.

Two Choirs:  Each broadcast included musical selections from the Little Radio Choir and the 
Choristers. The Little Radio Choir composed of young girls elementary school aged and the 
Choristers were a smaller group of young women secondary and post-secondary school aged. 
The Sisters of St. Joseph were instrumental in assisting Father Flannery with the music. Sister 
Maureen Dalton, CSJ, Sister Mary Margaret Childs, CSJ, Sister Marie Brebeuf Benninger, CSJ, 
who was also the Director of Music with the London Catholic School Board and Sister Callistus 
Arnsby, CSJ, were all involved with directing, teaching and accompaniment of the choirs.

1943 1946
1941

1939:  School of Christ 
first airs on CFPL Radio.

1939

Contributed by the Archives of the Diocese of London



1954-55: The School of Christ moves 
back to CFPL studio where a set 
was designed for the show and the 
program was taped in advance. The 
1954/55 season was aired both on 
radio and TV. In 1955 the program 
was aired only on TV.

1954:  School of Christ 
performs at the Grand 
Theatre, London, Ontario

1952:  the School of Christ moves 
to St. Martin of Tours Church where 
the program was aired live.

1963:  The School of Christ films its 
final season. Monsignor Flannery 
never missed a single episode.

Touring:  Father Flannery, his class, and the choirs toured and presented live concerts 
on stage. Aside from preforming in London at the Grand Theatre, the Odeon, and 
Beal Secondary School, the School of Christ toured throughout Ontario and had 
multiple stops at Massey Hall in Toronto. The response to the stage performances 
was so gratifying that Father Flannery took his show south of the border.

Students:  Known as the “Quiz-Kids,” six girls and six boys, from grades 6 
to 8, were selected from London Catholic schools, to be part of the weekly 
broadcasts. The weekly show would have six students per episode and the 
panel of students would change every two years.

1954-55
19631952 1954

Organist: Margaret Savage



The Pope Francis Fund for the Poor

97 Wharncliffe Rd. S.
London, Ont.

519-432-9624

www.sunrisestainedglass.com

Heritage 
Quality

Restoration & 
WoodworkSince 1979

London’s Most Experienced 
Stained Glass Craftsmen

Memorial 
Windows

Storm 
Glazing

• •
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St. Peter’s Seminary Needs Your Support
We have now successfully completed Phase One of the restoration 
and modernization of St. Peter’s Seminary. On behalf of the Diocese 
of London, I thank the many donors and sponsors who have given 
generously the funds which made this work possible.
We are about to embark on an exciting second phase, which 
will provide new classrooms, residence space and state-of-the-
art facilities that will ensure bright, clean and efficient spaces for 
seminarians and lay students to study, work and live.

Since it was established in 1912, St. Peter’s Seminary has continued to provide education 
and formation for seminarians studying for the priesthood; for men who, with the 
support of their wives and families, are studying for the permanent diaconate; and for 
lay people who are studying to minister in their parishes, to be parish nurses and to serve 
the Church in various leadership positions. The seminary faithfully serves the needs of 
the Diocese of London as well as dioceses across Canada and the world.

As your Bishop, I urge you to give your financial support by making a donation to
St. Peter’s Seminary’s “Rekindling the Gift” fundraising campaign.

To make a gift, please call the St. Peter’s Seminary Foundation office at 1-888-548-9649 
or give online at www.stpetersseminary.ca/donation-form.php.
I ask you to pray for our seminary and for an increase of vocations.

LETTER TO THE FAITHFUL
13 November 2019
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
In June 2017, at the conclusion of the Jubilee of Mercy, Pope 
Francis offered the Church a World Day of the Poor, “so that 
throughout the world Christian communities can become an 
ever greater sign of Christ’s charity for the least and those most 
in need.”
Inspired by Jesus’ preferential love for the poor, as well as by the 
example set by Pope Francis, I have chosen the third World Day 
of the Poor, November 17, 2019, as the day to launch the Pope 
Francis Fund for the Poor.
Thanks to the sale of surplus land adjacent to St. Peter’s 
Seminary, I am able to commit one million dollars to this fund 
on behalf of all the faithful of the Diocese. The money will be 
invested in an endowment fund. The proceeds earned will be 
given annually to agencies, carefully selected through a grant 
application process, that directly serves the needs of people who 
are underprivileged.
In the Pope Francis Fund for the Poor, it is my goal that our 
faith community is taking concrete action to serve those who 
are struggling to meet their basic human needs. It is a public 

declaration that we must take to heart the words of Jesus; “Truly 
I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40).
The endowment will be a continuing source of assistance for 
those in need, as well as a reminder that we are truly missionary 
disciples of Christ. One million dollars is a considerable sum, 
but it is only a seed. I urge every parish and every individual 
in the Diocese to consider how each of us is able to help our 
brothers and sisters in need. As your bishop, I warmly invite you 
to join this collective effort by making a donation to the Pope 
Francis Fund for the Poor.
Pope Francis ends his letter with these words:  “This new 
World Day, therefore, should become a powerful appeal to our 
consciences as believers, allowing us to grow in the conviction 
that sharing with the poor enables us to understand the deepest 
truth of the Gospel. The poor are not a problem: they are a 
resource from which to draw as we strive to accept and practise 
in our lives the essence of the Gospel.”
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, C.S.B.
Bishop of London

The Marian Chapel at St. Peter’s Seminary, June 2019
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“Ten Reasons Why I Love Being a Catholic!”
A reflection by Fr. Michael Prieur

I love being a Catholic. I am a “cradle Catholic” from 
Essex County. I have been a Catholic priest for 54 years. 
Every day, I discover fresh insights into the richness of 
our faith. My reasons are personal to me, but probably 
shared by many others as well. I want to cite them here 
so that others may be inspired to draw up their own list. 
It is a grace-filled exercise. 

Here they are, not in particular order, but as they came 
to me in prayer.

1.  I love our Saints.  I had wonderful parents, and a grandmother whom everyone 
called a “saint”. I love our traditional saints and all the new ones as well. I rejoice that 
we have lots of modern saints whom we can all relate to, even personally. When we 
sing the Litany of the Saints, I love it when I hear these new names in it. I love praying 
my rosary in my car. Our Blessed Mother speaks to me of humble, silent, obedient 
witnessing to Jesus, her son. I think our saints do an “end-run” on our culture. Our 
secularistic world cannot ignore them. Praise God for all of our saints!  

2.  I love and need our sacraments.  I especially love the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
An Irish proverb says, “Heaven is full of people who have started over again often”. 
Baptism is rich in me, especially in resisting the powers of evil today. Confirmation 
grows daily in my confronting our secular culture. The Sacrament of the Sick actually 
does heal people, and always gives them peace of heart. Marriage and Orders speak 
to me of fidelity and involvement in the lives of others. And supremely, a “Eucharistic 
Vision” makes real the whole Paschal Mystery daily in my life, and is the deepest 
and most unique reason underlying Catholic health care, which has been a constant 
pastoral concern throughout my life. 

3.  I love the Holy Father and the teaching office of the Church.  Pope Francis 
embodies so many of Jesus’ teachings for me. His wonderful love of the poor and 
the marginalized is exactly the message we clergy and lay people need to inspire us. 
He loves forcing us to look at all of the “elephants” in our Church rooms, and not to 
hide them. His deep respect for dialogue, discernment, and a respect for following a 
truly informed conscience is exactly what our brand new Saint John Henry Cardinal 
Newman espoused. He incarnates an image of our magisterium, the teaching office 
of the Church, as one of service, not some kind of lock-step, rigid authoritarianism 
and paternalism. Ad multos annos!

4.  I love reading sacred scripture.  I once asked my mother why we Catholics did not 
read the bible. She replied, “The Protestants read the Bible; we Catholics go to church 
on Sundays!” Thanks to Vatican II, the first part of this answer has changed, while the 
second part may be on life supports in many places. I owe my love of scripture to our 
teacher in the seminary, (then) Fr. Marcel Gervais. He made our hearts burn in us as 
we discovered the depths of the Word of God. 

My daily scriptures from the Mass and the Liturgy of the Hours are treasures
giving me my daily inspiration for living and preaching. Bring on more scripture 
for us Catholics!

5.  I love the inclusivity of our faith.  My old scout-master always marveled at 
how everyone was welcomed at church, no matter how rich or poor, young or 
old, holy or sinful they were. I love the attitude of Jesus who told us not to judge 
the motives of the heart. Only God knows that. I love the freshness of our new 
Canadians in our parishes. They bring us all kinds of new gifts and insights. 
And I love how we are being encouraged to accept people with differences. They 
are all children of God. How big God is!

6.  I love how we are encouraged to teach our faith and morals.  A truly 
Catholic position emphasizes a “both/and” approach, rather than an “either/or” 
one. Our Catholic teachings are both conservative and liberal, both Western 
and Eastern, both dogmatic and pastoral. Our Catholic Tradition is so rich, and 
we keep uncovering fresh approaches which have been present for centuries 
just waiting to be discovered. I love how our Catholic faith is so well versed in 
the four ancient Greek “transcendentals”, namely the one, truth, goodness and 
beauty. There are true absolutes that transcend every culture, and inspire us all. 
Doestoevsky once said, “Beauty will save the world, and that beauty is Jesus 
Christ”. I love Bishop Robert Barron’s “take” on the transcendentals. What a 
great way to teach about our faith and morals!

7.  I love our sacramentals, our tangible reminders of our faith.  Our Catholic 
faith is so incarnational, so “touchy-feely”. When St. Joseph’s Health Care in 
London was discussing the value of having crucifixes visible everywhere, 
one Hindu vice-president declared to us all, “If you would take down that 
crucifix because of me, it can’t mean much to you.” I need visible reminders of 
my Catholic faith. I need to see sacred statues, icons, paintings, stained glass 
windows, sacred music, sculptures, rosaries, medals, holy water and prayer 

books. They are all legitimate conduits of God’s grace in our lives. And they are all so 
encultured. God is so international. 

8.  I love our Catholic rediscovery of God’s revelation through creation.  This is not 
new. St. Francis of Assisi has already trumpeted his love for creation and how it spoke 
of God to him. Long overdue, Pope Francis has directly enshrined protecting our 
environment in the principles of social justice. Our whole planet, and all that is in it, 
is truly sacred. We human beings are part of God’s creation. Protection of life from 
conception to natural death is an “environmental” issue. Also, our Catholic ethics in  
dealing with dying is so utterly humane, without taking over God’s role in it. And 
finally, the deep meaning of the Sabbath can save our frenetic, sleep-deprived, work 
24/7 world from imploding with its own impossible demands on our human senses. 
This Sabbatical  “command” is so utterly Catholic, not to mention Hebraic. It is a 
much needed cultural life-support for right now. 

9.  I love how our faith gives us a reason to hope.  Suffering is always hard to 
understand. And death can daunt us all. I find great consolation in believing that 
nothing is ever wasted in God’s eyes. All suffering can be a grace for us, no matter 
what it is. Our Catholic faith has a profound repertoire of sources to help us with our 
suffering. Our faith assures us that death is only a door through which we go to be 
with God and all his saints (including the uncanonized ones like my grandmother). 
“Life is changed, not ended”, the funeral liturgy proclaims. I have the normal fear of 
dying like anyone else, but my hope is in the resurrection of Jesus himself, and his 
promise that my body as well will be resurrected and glorified like his. And I strongly 
believe that mercy is the most outstanding quality of God’s love, readily available to 
everyone. This gives me hope.

10.  I love our newly-discovered value of a personal relationship with Jesus.  When 
I was growing up, declaring a “personal relationship with Jesus” was considered 
“Pentecostal”. Alas, we need this kind of relationship. This fresh awareness of Jesus in 
a personal way leads me to relate to him specifically, often, and with deep felt “heart.” 
It has also opened me up to relating personally to God the Father, “Papa chéri”, and 
to the Holy Spirit directly. A Christian and a Catholic is not simply monotheistic but 
Trinitarian. I am so happy that we Catholics are discovering the power of consciously 
knowing our Lord, our Brother, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

My list is not exhaustive. “Catholic” is a very big word. And our God is a very big 
God, who is still amazingly interested in me, this tiny mite on tiny planet Earth. Our 
Catholic faith is suffering intensely from seemingly irreparable scandals, deep moral 
wounds, human displacements, and self-centred people. My hope as a priest comes 
from a good friend of mine, who said at one of our support group meetings, “All I 
know is that I have to be the best damned good priest that I can be!” Good Catholics 
and good priests do abound. They inspire me every day. 

I strongly urge you to take a “Sabbath day” and to sit down quietly in prayer and draw 
up your own “Ten Reasons Why you love being a Catholic”. Come, Holy Spirit, come!



Windsor’s historic Assumption Church reopened on Sunday, 
September 8, 2019, after having been closed since November 2014.  
Inspections revealed serious concerns and so the difficult decision 
was made to close the building to regular use, for safety as well as to 
preserve the building.  

Assumption Parish continued to function and serve the faithful in the 
Windsor area, as it has done since 1767 when it was first established.  
Sunday Mass was relocated to nearby Holy Name of Mary Church.  
(That church, a beautiful, historic building in its own right, will  
continue to be used, i.e., as the home for the “Assumption Cares” 
community outreach program, as well as the Holy Name of Mary 
Conference of the St. Vincent de Paul Society.)

The parish was founded in 1767 as a unique Huron and French-
Canadian community, and has been the cornerstone of Christianity 
in southwestern Ontario.  It is the oldest parish this side of Montreal, 
Quebec. 

The current church building, the fourth for the parish, was built in 
1845. In 1870, the Basilians were invited to take charge of the parish 
and have continued to serve the faithful at Assumption Parish and 
Assumption College.

In October 2017, Assumption Parish came together to celebrate 
its 250th anniversary with Mass and a sold-out gala luncheon. An 
announcement by Bishop Fabbro gave even more cause to celebrate–
Paul Mullins, a local lawyer, was launching an independent study. This 
study symbolized a move forward and renewed interest and hope in 
the restoration of Assumption Church.

Bishop Fabbro pledged one million dollars from the Diocese of 
London that would complement a community fundraising campaign.  
Renovations began in May 2019, when the church underwent Phase 
1 of a comprehensive restoration project.  Work on the new copper 
roof was completed and attention was turned to much-needed HVAC, 
mechanical, and electrical upgrades.  

On the Feast of the Assumption, August 15, 2019, Bishop Fabbro 
announced that Phase 1 had been completed and Assumption 
church would reopen in September, 2019.  This was met with 
thunderous applause.

Since the reopening of Assumption church, the pews have been 
filling with new and familiar faces.  Father Maurice Restivo, CSB, 
the pastor of Assumption Parish, has noted that “our numbers 
increase each week,” reaffirming for him and his parish team 
that, “the decision to return to Assumption Church was clearly 
the right one.”

Much work remains to be done.  With Phase 1 coming to 
fruition, fundraising is already well underway for the estimated 
$2.25 million needed for Phase II, so that it might commence in 
the spring of 2020.

To learn more about this amazing parish, a historic treasure of the 
City of Windsor and the entire Diocese of London, please visit 
the parish website at https://assumptionparish.ca.  Much prayer 
and financial support are needed, and very greatly appreciated.

Our Lady of the Assumption, pray for us!
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Regardless of age,
pre-planning your cemetery 

arrangements together simply 
makes sense - 

financially and emotionally.  
See the back cover for details...

Assumption Church Reopened

Help us restore the beauty of historic Assumption 

Church, built in 1843, on the Canadian banks 

of the Detroit river and serving as a living 

Catholic landmark in the shadows of the 

Ambassador Bridge for over 175 years.  

 

Donate $250 for a copper shingle for 

our church’s roof and your name or 

that of a loved one will be written 

on the back of the shingle and 

will live as a testimony to our 

faith for future generations. 

Help us reach our goal 

of 3,500 new copper 

shingles. 

Restore
ASSUMPTION 

CHURCH
in Windsor

Assumption 
was founded as 
a mission of Ste. 
Anne de Detroit 
in 1728, and became 
a parish in 1767, the 
first parish in Canada 
west of Montreal. To learn 
more on how to participate 
in restoring the legacy of this 
important historic site, visit 

assumptionparish.ca/roof



“Now more than ever
the world needs more Brescia.”

That’s Erin Rankin Nash, Chair of the 
$10-million LEAD WITH US Campaign in 
support of Brescia University College.

Rankin Nash attended Brescia, graduating 
in 1984. “At Brescia I experienced holistic 
learning,” she says. “The faculty didn’t just 
care about our grades, they cared about our 
development as people. The Ursuline values 
permeated every aspect of the University, 
and they still do.” She says Brescia also taught 
tolerance and inclusion, and encouraged 
critical thinking, inquiry and problem solving. 

Although she had planned a career in law, life circumstances intervened. 
It wasn’t until her early 40s that she returned to law school. “Brescia 
gave me the confidence to believe in myself,” she says, “so when the 
opportunity came along, I knew I could do it.” She is now a lawyer at 
FP Law.

Inspired by the example of her mother and the values she 
developed at Brescia, Rankin Nash is a longtime community 
leader. In addition to her role at Brescia, she also serves 
with the Middlesex Law Association, on the Global MINDS 
Collective Board, and with several other organizations. 
In the past, she has served with St. Joseph’s Health Care, 
Canadian Museum of Nature, YMCA of London, Big Sisters 
of London, and the TVO Foundation. “I’ve always believed 
that being born in Canada we are the luckiest people in 
the world,” she says in explaining her commitment to 
community. “We have an obligation to give back to those 
less fortunate than ourselves.” Her dedication and strong 
leadership have been recognized with several awards, 
including Brescia’s own Carmelle Murphy Alumnae Award 
of Distinction in 2019. 

Now Rankin Nash is stepping up to provide leadership to 
Brescia’s first-ever comprehensive fundraising campaign. 
She is inspired and energized by the University’s mission. 
“When you look at leaders in the world today, value-based 
decision making is lacking,” she says. “Women leaders bring 
balance and sensibility to the world, but there simply aren’t 
enough women leaders. That’s why we need more Brescia!” 

Principal Susan Mumm agrees. “Our problems as a nation 
and a world are getting harder to solve,” she says. “We need 
strong leadership. Brescia ensures that young women have 

a place to learn and grow into the bold, principled leaders of the future.” 

In 2019, Brescia is celebrating 100 years since it was founded by the 
Ursuline Sisters.  Rankin Nash marvels at the boldness of the vision that 
focused on women’s education at a time when women lived constrained 
lives and had only just received the right to vote.  “The Ursulines were 
bold and courageous women,” she says. “They had real foresight.” 

Building on that legacy, Brescia is preparing to move forward into 
its second century. In September, a beautiful new academic building 
was opened with great fanfare. The LEAD WITH US Campaign was 
publicly announced in October 2019 and will support state-of-the-
art classrooms and labs. It will increase financial aid and scholarships 
to ensure that Brescia continues to attract the best and the brightest, 
regardless of financial circumstances. Contributions will also enhance 
wellness programs, global opportunities, research and experiential 
learning opportunities. 

 “This is just the beginning,” says Rankin Nash. “Brescia is Canada’s only 
women’s university. Brescia’s vision is to educate our students to lead 
with wisdom, justice and compassion in an ever-changing world, and 
I invite all people who embrace those values to support this important 
institution. This is Brescia’s moment!”

Brescia Launches $10-million
LEAD WITH US Campaign

Back Row, left to right: Arifa Serter; Marianne Simm; Rhea Johnson; Dr. John Mitchell; Linda O’Connor; Karen Fryday-Field; Karen McKay. 
Middle Row, left to right: Nazanin Afshin Jam McKay; Marjie Macoun; Laure Eldik; Mandi Fields; Erika Oakes; Jodi Simpson; Dr. Paula 
Dworatzek; Mitra Khademi; Dr. James Doelman. Front Row, left to right: Janis Kinlin; Dr. Edward Bell; Dr. Marlene Janzen Le Ber; Heather 
Hurst; Erin Rankin Nash; Dr. Lauretta Frederking; Sara Steers; Dr. Susan Mumm. Absent: Colleen Aguilar; Brenda Bird; Ann Clavelle; Sara 
Francolini; Liz Hewitt; Nadia Martin; Erin Mitchell; Dr. Shirley Van Nuland; Dr. Colleen O’Connor; Penny Rintoul; Amy Walby; Susan Allison.

Brescia University College, and its bold Campaign Cabinet and 
Ambassador Team, invites you to LEAD WITH US as we 

launch the largest campaign in Brescia’s 100-year history! 

1285 Western Road | London, Ontario, Canada | N6G 1H2 | brescia.uwo.ca

Committee Members
The Diocese of London is seeking volunteer committee 
members for our Audit Committee, Building and Loan 
Commission, and the Finance Committee. 
Please email dsavel@dol.ca if you are interested.

Parish Auditors
The Diocese of London is seeking qualified persons for its 
parish internal audit team. 
Please email osantin@dol.ca if you are interested.

The Diocese is London is looking for qualified volunteers in the following capacities:

Contributed by Brescia University College
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Ser�ing the needs of the faithf�l in Southwester� Ontario

And more than 65 parish cemeteries serving local communities
from Windsor to Woodstock and from Goderich to Port Dover.

Our array of pre-planning options allows you to choose how you wish to be remembered.

For more information, please call your area Catholic Cemetery or visit our website at www.CatholicCemeteries.on.ca
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