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DECREE

Having received the recommendation of the Episcopal Vicar for Windsor and

the reports of the consultation process conducted with the parishioners of St.

Vincent de Paul Parish in the city of Windsor in the province of Ontario
(hereinafter referred to as St. Vincent de Paul Parish), and having consulted with
the Council of Priests of the Diocese of London on September 13, 2022, in
accordance with canon 515, $2, I, Ronald P. Fabbro, C.S.B., Bishop of London,
do hereby decree that the said St. Vincent de Paul Parish, be canonically
suppressed, effective October 7, 2022. I further decree that the territorial
boundaries of St. Vincent de Paul Parish be absorbed and amalgamated into those

of Our Lady of the Atonement Parish in the city of Windsor in the province of
Ontario (hereinafter referred to as Our Lady of the Atonement Parish).

The reasons for this action are:

A review of the indicators of parish viability over the last several years

reveals that St. Vincent de Paul Parish has been contending with
significant pastoral, financial and attendance challenges, which have been

exacerbated by obstacles created by the COVID-19 pandemic and the
closure of the church building for months at a time.

The community has been diminishing notably since at least 2010. The
yearly pastoral reports paint a picture of a parish that is unable to
replenish and renew itself through the celebration of the sacrament and a

shared communal life. Sacramental statistics indicate that in the last
twelve (12) years (i.e., since 2010) there have only been twelve (12)
baptisms, two (2) confirmations, three (3) weddings, but ninety-five (95)
funerals.
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. The number of regular parishioners has declined dramatically in the past

decade. Given that St. Vincent de Paul Church could not be used due to

serious public health and safety issues, an alternate Sunday Mass was

scheduled at the neighbouring Our Lady of the Atonement Church, but

attendan ce atthis Mass by St. Vincent de Paul parishioners has decreased

steadily. Parishioners have transferred to other local parishes or have

simply ceased attending Mass regularly. In effect, there are simply not

enough parishioners to make this parish viable as reflected not only in the

regular attendance figures but also in the overall financial contributions

received.

o St. Vincent de Paul Parish has struggled financially for a number of
years. It has incurred an operating deficit for all but one year since 2015.

In202l the operating deficit amounted to $26,694.00. The parish

continues to incur monthly expenses in its contribution to the shared

costs with its parish partners and in the maintenance of a church building

that it cannot use. As it presently stands the Sunday offertory is unable to

cover these expenditures. Parish monies have been withdrawn from the

Diocesan Load Fund to cover both operational and capital expenditures

(i.e., the demolition of the parish rectory). Further withdrawals of parish

monies from the Diocesan Loan Fund will be needed to sustain the parish

in the immediate future, but these funds will soon be exhausted.

. Compounding the dire financial situation is the fact that the parish church

is in need of substantial structure repairs, which the diminishing number

of parishioners cannot afford. The resulting debt would be unsustainable.

o In sum a once active and vibrant community has declined to the point

that it is no longer able to provide the full range of pastoral services that

would be normally expected, and is incapable of undertaking the

missionary outreach that should characterize every parish.

In conformity to the norrns set out in canon l2l, I also decree that the

patrimonial goods and rights of St. Vincent de Paul Parish, along with its
iiubiliti.r, will from the date of its suppression obtain and belong to Our Lady

of the Atonement Parish, with every care to be taken that the alrangements for



the goods and the discharge of obligations, the wishes of founders and

benefactors and any acquired rights are fully safeguarded.

Furthermore, in order to provide easier access to the faithful, I decree that the

sacramental records of St. Vincent de Paul Parish be transferred to and

maintained by Our Lady of the Atonement Parish'

I direct that this decree be published in St. Vincent de Paul Parish and Our

Lady of the Atonement Parish and by a suitable means throughout the Diocese

of London, with the understanding thatany who wish to make recourse against

it, in accordance with canon 1734, $1-2, must do so in writing ten canonical

days from the time this decree was lawfully notified.

Given at London in the province of Ontario this thirtieth day of September in

the year two thousand and twenty-two.

Bishop of London

Chancellor


