
The Newsletter of the Diocese of London | January-February  2023 

 

 Pope Benedict Memorial Mass:  

Pages 1& 3 

 Rosary Crusade Film Being Developed: 

Pages 4 & 5 

 Diaconate Ordination: Page 6  

 SSVP Housing Announced: Pages 1& 7 

 SAFP Leprosy Program: Page 8 

 Presentations, Events and More: Page 9 

 Day of Confessions Information: Page 9 

 Diocesan Staff Retirements: Page 10 

 Red Mass: Page 11  

 

 

Upcoming presentations, events and 

learning opportunities are on pages 7 & 9. 

The Diocese of London has approved the severance 

and sale of approximately one acre of land from the 

property of St. Andrew the Apostle parish in London for 

an affordable housing development.  

The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul’s London 

Particular Council has purchased the land and will begin 

the process of constructing a 60-unit affordable housing 

complex to support lower income families who often 

struggle to find accommodation in the city. 

(continued on page 7)  

On Thursday, January 5 at 12:00 noon, many faithful 
from the Diocese gathered at St. Peter’s Cathedral 
Basilica to take part in a Memorial Mass for Pope 
Benedict XVI, who passed away on December 31, 
2022. Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Dabrowski presided 
over the Mass and he noted in his homily young 
Benedict’s love of Jesus and his later work as a 
theologian going back to the Second Vatican 
Council, work that continued through his papacy, 
which began in 2005 and ended when he retired in 
2013.   

Pope Benedict considered himself “a humble worker 
in the Lord’s vineyard,”  and guided the Church to 
spiritual renewal and a stronger response to  
secularism. (continued on page 3) 
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This issue catches up on some notable news from the past few months and 

some more recent events in the Diocese. Sadly there wasn’t room for Pastor 

Installations, but watch our social media for those. The links for our three main 

accounts, Twitter, Facebook and Instagram are at the top of www.dol.ca. In 

early January we published and posted our 2021 Financial Report as the 

content of our November-December issue. We’re getting back on a regular 

production schedule with more news about events, both coverage of past ones 

and future opportunities for the faithful, as well as mission, Nurturing Joy, and 

content about the great things to come at the Diocese, the seminary, our 

parishes and our communities. ~MC  
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You can support the Diocese’s Healing and Reconciliation efforts by making a donation. 

The Truth and Reconciliation Committee is currently finding local projects we can support 

in the following areas: 

  

 Healing and reconciliation for communities and families 

 Culture and language revitalization 

 Education and community building 

 Dialogues for promoting indigenous spirituality and culture 

 

Projects approved by our local Truth and Reconciliation Committee will be vetted by the 

Board of Directors of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Indigenous 

Reconciliation Fund.  If you are a member of, or know of, a First Nations or Metis group 

that has a project or program that could use our support, please email 

pastoralservicesadmin@dol.ca.  

Donate Now. 

Scan the QR code 
above or go to 
dol.pllenty.com 
and Select  “Truth and 
Reconciliation Fund”   

(continued from page 1) 

Bishop Joseph also noted some of the words Pope Benedict spoke when he 

was elected the 265th successor of St. Peter, “With the joy of the risen Lord 

and confidence in His constant help, we will go forward.” 

Quoting from Pope Benedict’s spiritual testament written in 2006, Bishop 

Joseph added: “When, at this late hour of my life, I look back on the decades I 

have wandered through, I see first of all how much reason I have to give 

thanks. Above all, I thank God Himself, the giver of all good gifts, who has 

given me life and guided me through all kinds of confusion; who has always 

picked me up when I began to slip, who has always given me anew the light 

of His countenance.”  Rest in peace, good and faithful servant.   

Photos by Judith Ponti-Scargi 
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Commemorating the 75th Anniversary of the Inaugural 
Family Rosary Crusade led by Father Venerable 
Patrick Peyton, C.S.C., plans for the Feature Film All 
For Her are now in development based on his 
autobiography. Father Patrick Peyton was known all 
over the world as “The Rosary Priest.” 

Many may still remember his famous slogans, “The 
Family That Prays Together Stays Together” and “A 
World At Prayer Is A World At Peace,” but the film is 
an opportunity for most to get to know the humble, 
Irish-born priest behind those popular phrases. While 
in Hollywood, Father Peyton founded one of the 
longest running radio programs that featured top 
movie stars, Family Theater of the Air, but it was in 
London, Ontario where he started his very first Family 
Rosary Crusade in 1948 that would encircle the world 
and fulfill his life’s work. 

 

Film Will Depict Father Patrick Peyton’s  

Saintly Life 

Father Peyton was declared “Venerable” by Pope 
Francis on December 18, 2017, one of the steps 
towards Canonization as a Saint. Some highlights of 
the film about Venerable Father Peyton will include: his 
humble beginnings in Ireland, where he was given his 
great faith and the tradition of reciting the daily Family 
Rosary by his parents; how he moved to the United 
States, answered a vocational ‘calling’ to become a 
priest, and had a miraculous healing from tuberculosis 
as a young seminarian after putting his trust in the 
power of the Intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary;  
and how London, Ontario, helped him fulfill his priestly 
mission to strengthen family life by promoting the daily 
prayer of the Family Rosary. 

The Diocese of London provided the ideal ‘blueprint,’ 
where 6000 volunteers collected 90,000 pledges door-
to-door from families who promised to recite the daily 
Family Rosary after newspapers, radio, billboards, and 
school contests spread the word. This soon led to 
Family Rosary Crusades and Rallies that touched the 
lives of over 28 million people on every continent of the 
globe. 

The Film Fulfills Another ‘Calling’  

& Deathbed Promise 

Michelle Iurman, Director of the London-based Full of 
Grace Productions, felt inspired and ‘called’ to write a 

Feature Film on the Life of the 
Famous ‘Rosary Priest’ Will 
Highlight the London-Born 
Family Rosary Crusade that 
Encircled the World. 

Advertisement submitted by Full of Grace Productions 

Father Peyton with Bing Crosby who supported the London 
Crusade by donating rosaries for school contests. 
(Courtesy of  Holy Cross Family Ministries Archives) 

Father Peyton with a painting of Our Blessed Mother by 
Bartolomé Esteban Murillo that he used on his TV Shows 
abroad. (Courtesy of  Holy Cross Family Ministries Archives) 
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Special 75th Anniversary Dinner & Movie Night in May 
Commemorating Venerable Father Patrick Peyton’s Inaugural Family Rosary Crusade in the Diocese of London. 

Saturday, May 13th, at 6:30 pm  
Marienbad Restaurant & Chaucer’s Pub (London)  

Tickets are $50 per person (CASH ONLY) and available at: 
Peaceful Dove Gifts & Books Store at 519-659-0592 or  

The Mustard Seed Catholic Books & Gifts at 519-439-4423. 

For more information contact:  
fullofgraceproductions7@gmail.com or 519-702-2678 

The Time for Family Prayer Crusade Newspaper, May 1948  
(Courtesy of the Diocese of London Archives)  

Above (L to R): Father Peyton & London Bishop John T. 
Kidd at a Family Rosary Crusade Dinner, March 1948. 
(LFP, NEG. COLL., Jack Burnett - Courtesy of Archives and 
Special Collections, Western University) 

screenplay for a feature film from the moment her 
Mother handed her Father Peyton’s book, All For Her 
- The Autobiography of Father Patrick Peyton, C.S.C., 
to read. Her Mother told her she was gong to do 
something special with the book, and shortly 
thereafter, an opportunity came to invite Father 
Thomas Feeley, C.S.C., the first Vice-Postulator of 
Father Peyton’s Cause for Sainthood, to London, 
Ontario, to preach a mission. Father Feeley asked 
Iurman to work with him to help further the Cause of 
Father Peyton, but died unexpectedly when preaching 
another mission in Florida. Iurman confirmed that her 
company was founded to fulfill both her ‘calling’ and 
the deathbed promise made to Father Feeley. 

Currently, Iurman is in Phase One - the research and 
screenplay development of the film. Phase Two will 
include the production, promotion, and international 
release of the film. Members of the Peyton family 
have also been very supportive of the project.  

Help Bring the Rosary Priest’s Life Story To The 

Big Screen 

Through LifeFunder, you can leave a legacy by 
partnering with us to help bring Father Peyton’s life story 
All For Her to the big screen. Support is online at: 
www.lifefunder.com/frpeyton or contact  
fullofgraceproductions7@gmail.com or 519-702-2678 for 

other ways to donate to this beautiful project. + 

mailto:fullofgraceproductions7@gmail.com
http://www.lifefunder.com/frpeyton
mailto:fullofgraceproductions7@gmail.com
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Photos: Judith Ponti-Scargi 

With great joy, the Diocese of London Ordained 
Frederick Douglas Eade and Jacques (Jim) 
Gerard Vandersanden to the Order of Deacons 
through the imposition of hands and the 
invocation of the Holy Spirit on November 19, 
2022. The celebration was led by Bishop Fabbro 
and concelebrated by Auxiliary Bishop Dabrowski 
and several priests. Our most heartfelt thanks to 
the deacons, family members and the many 
faithful who also joined us  

Please join us in welcoming to ministry our new 
deacons to the Diocese. Deacon Fred is 
assigned to the South Kent Catholic Family of 
Parishes and Deacon Jim is assigned to the West 
Middlesex Catholic Family of Parishes. Please 
keep them in your prayers.  



The Newsletter of the Diocese of London  | January-February 2023 

 

(continued from page 1  | Photos by Matthew Clarke) 

The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul has a 

successful track record with over a dozen of these 

projects completed across Canada in recent years.  

Affordable housing is in high demand in London and 

across the region. Currently there are over 2,000 

homeless people in London and 6,000 looking for 

housing. This project, when approved, will help 

alleviate the shortage of affordable units for 

individuals and families in the city.  

“Affordable housing is a crucial issue of our time. The 

availability of these units will help get people off the 

streets and raise the quality of life for those in need of 

affordable, safe shelter. We know the Society of Saint 

Vincent de Paul is a strong leader to make this project 

come to fruition,” said Auxiliary Bishop Dabrowski.  

A special thank you to everyone who attended the  

announcement event. More information will be 

shared about future developments as soon as it is 

available.  

Above (L to R): Teresa Armstrong, MPP for London-Fanshawe; 

John Ketelaars, President of the SSVP London Particular Council; 

Auxiliary Bishop Dabrowski; Shawn Lewis, Deputy Mayor, City of 

London 

Above (L to R): Peter Cuddy, Councilor for Ward 3; Shawn Lewis, 

Deputy Mayor. The sign will be erected on site until construction 

begins. 

Why Franciscan at Home? 

The Catechetical Institute of the Franciscan University of Steubenville 

offers over 150 free online workshops designed to serve those who form 

others in faith. The workshops touch upon almost every aspect of 

catechesis, ranging from catechetical theory and Christology to 

basic practical evangelization skills, public speaking, and vocational 

discernment. All the information you need to get started is at 

www.dol.ca/formation. 

Adult Formation     RCIA     Children’s Catechesis     Pastoral Accompaniment  and more...   

Formation Courses from Franciscan University 

http://www.dol.ca/formation
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(Submitted by Save A Family Plan) 

In 2022, Save a Family Plan (SAFP) launched a 

Leprosy Rehabilitation program to help modern-day 

“lepers” in India. 

The short but powerful gospel story of Jesus 

cleansing the Leper (Matthew 8) demonstrates the 

miraculous power of Christ and His choice to save 

humanity. That Jesus would speak to an outcast and 

choose to heal him is an example for Christians to 

love the “least” of our brothers and sisters. 

A generous donor, who wished to remain 

anonymous, created a legacy of compassion with a 

bequest to help Save A Family Plan run a program to 

help the sick and the cast-out. 

As a result, In the spring of 2022, SAFP inaugurated 

a special project to address the social, economic, 

educational, and health rehabilitation of the infected 

and their immediate families. Program staff on the 

ground in India have already partnered with 35 

beneficiaries and aim to add another 100 in the first 

year of this program. 

With guidance and support from SAFP coordinators, 

people affected by leprosy (Hansen’s Disease) will 

launch small business initiatives to create a 

sustainable business with a stable income to gain 

independence and self-respect. 

The family receives training to build skills, create a 

budget, design a business plan, and make the 

investments needed to launch a small enterprise. 

Over 26 businesses have already been established. 

Through regular home visits from SAFP  field 

coordinators, program participants begin to 

experience improved social status and quality of life. 

Trained staff also offer compassion and sympathy, 

which are often in short supply for those living with 

severe stigmatization. The leprosy program also 

improves the health and hygiene conditions of the 

infected person and their immediate household.  

To learn about the initiatives of Save A Family Plan 

that change the lives of those living in extreme 

poverty in India, and to get involved, visit 

www.safp.org or e-mail 

info@safp.org. 

http://www.safp.org
mailto:info@safp.org
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 Ash Wednesday is on February 22, 2023 and Lent begins 

 Rite of Election for Catechumens at St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica - Sunday, February 26 at 3:00 p.m. 

(the First Sunday of Lent) 

 Pope Francis Fund grant application process closes (www.dol.ca/pff) - Tuesday, February 28 

 Lift Jesus Higher Rally - Saturday, March 4 in Toronto 

 Mysteries of the Eucharist with Father Michael Driscoll - Tuesday, March 7 to Thursday, March 9  

(www.springbankcatholic.ca) 

 The Time is Now with Father Martin Browne, OSB - Wednesday, March 15 

(www.springbankcatholic.ca) 

 “Come and See” weekend at St. Peter’s Seminary - Friday, March 17 to  Sunday, March 19 

 Day of Confessions - Wednesday, March 29 

 Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday - April 2, 2023 

 Pastoral Study Days for diocesan staff - Tuesday, June 6 to Wednesday, June 7 in Windsor 

http://www.dol.ca/pff
http://www.springbankcatholic.ca
http://www.springbankcatholic.ca
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By Fr. John Comiskey, Moderator of the Curia 

 In the days before Christmas, after 18 years of service to the people and the Diocese of London, Dave Savel 
“handed the torch” to Andrew Jardine, our new Chief Financial Officer. The world and the Diocese are very different 

from January 2005 when Dave began his work here as a Financial Administrator with Larry Brennan and our 
Accounting Team. It was in those early years when the claims against clergy sexual abuse were becoming more 

frequent, posing challenges to the faithful, our parishes and the Diocese as a whole. Under Bishop Fabbro’s 
leadership, supported by senior administration, the Accounting team and the Finance Committee of the Diocese, a 

plan was conceived for a major reorganization of diocesan offices and services. 

In 2009, Larry took his retirement and Dave was appointed to the position of Episcopal Director of Administrative 
Services. Working with the members of the Senior Leadership and the Accounting team, Dave was diligent about 

fiscal responsibility and realistic annual budgets for the diocesan operation. Dave worked with many parishes on 
various building projects, and on the sale of some parish properties. Our diocesan cemeteries grew over the years 

with Dave ‘s continual support. Our IT services also developed and expanded over those years.  

When COVID-19 hit us and our churches were closed or numbers restricted, Dave was instrumental, with Otilia 

Santin, in developing plans for assisting parishes to get through the downturn in revenues. Dave would be the first to 
say that none of his work was possible without the support of the staff at the Diocesan Centre and the various 

diocesan committees, from Finance to Investment, from Buildings and Loans to cemetery associations, and to all the 
local committees at the parish level. 

The Diocese is grateful to Dave for his many years of faithful service. He worked tirelessly in the many demands of 
his role. While having to make tough decisions at times, he was a man who relied heavily on the advice of others 

and always stuck to his principles in making any decisions while carrying out his duties. We wish Dave many years 
of health and happiness, to enjoy a long retirement with his wife, Brenda. Dave, may you get many holes-in-one! 

ABOVE (L to R): Sharon Wright-Evans and Dave Savel  at  the 
retirement celebration held for them at the Seminary in December.  

This past December, the Diocese of London 

honoured the service of 3 long-serving employees.  

 Claire Roque retired from our Refugee Ministry 

office after serving as the Ministry Specialist for 

Inland Protection of Refugees for 10 years. 

Claire’s role provided assistance for refugee 

claimants who arrived in Canada and helped them 

through the process of refugee determination by 

the Immigration and Refugee Board, and other 

processes.  

 Dave Savel retired after 18 years of service. For 

the last 12 years he was the Episcopal Director of 

Administrative Services in charge of the Diocese’s 

real estate, cemeteries and finances (more about 

Dave below).  

 Sharon Wright-Evans retired as the Director of 

Safe Environment Services and Bishop’s Deputy 

Delegate for sexual abuse. Sharon was in the role 

for 8 years and led the implementation and 

revision of our Safe Environment Policy and 

coordinated support for abuse survivors. 
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ABOVE: Brandon Bernardon, the ceremony’s Beadle 
and  Bishop Fabbro.  

(Text and photos submitted by Assumption University) 

At the Red Mass, Dr. John Cappucci, Principal and Vice-Chancellor of Assumption University, presented Chief 

Justice Bridget McCormack of the Michigan Supreme Court with the inaugural St. Thomas More Gold Medal. 

During her career, Justice McCormack has rendered outstanding services to the legal profession and the justice 

system as a whole. The medal is named in honour of the patron saint of lawyers, St. Thomas More (1478-1535). 

The Basilian Fathers joined with Bishop  Fabbro in celebrating this special Mass. The Red Mass was attended by 

several judges from the city along with lawyers, legal professionals, and community members.  

A Red Mass traces its origin to France in the thirteenth century, and is now an annual interfaith event celebrated 

around the world to mark the beginning of the legal year. The Red Mass is a special liturgy that calls upon the Holy 

Spirit to ensure that justice will be the defining feature of the new legal year. The Mass is a time for all people, 

regardless of religious or spiritual affiliation, to pray or reflect on the new legal year and remember those who have 

passed during the previous year. Red is associated with the Holy Spirit who descended upon the Apostles at 

Pentecost and strengthened them for their mission (Acts 2:1-4). The colour red has also been historically 

associated with judicial robes, including the justices of 

the Supreme Court of Canada. The first Red Mass in 

Canada was celebrated in 1896 in Quebec City and 

then in several other cities around the country over 

the years.  

ABOVE (L to R): Dr. John Capucci, Justice Bridget McCormack, 
Bishop Fabbro. 

Assumption University and the Red Mass Society of Windsor celebrated the first Red Mass in 29 

years at Our Lady of the Assumption Church  in Windsor on October 13. 

Consider the Graduate Diploma in Catholic Studies 
at Assumption University.  It’s considered a hiring 
asset by eight school boards in Ontario and has 
entry points at three times throughout the year. 
And, it can now be used for admission to some 
master’s level programs at St. Peter’s Seminary 

Learn more at  www.assumptionu.ca.  




