
The Secular Franciscan Order

We are a true order in the Catholic

Church established by St. Francis

around 1221 and originally called

“The Brothers and Sisters of

Penance”. Eventually we became

“The Third Order of St. Francis”.

In 1978, a new Rule of Life was

approved by Pope Paul VI and we

became ‘The Secular Franciscan

Order”.

A fraternity of Secular Franciscans has

been located at St. Peter’s Cathedral

Basilica, London, Ontario since 1948.

The Order welcomes Catholic men

and women who seriously desire to

live the Gospel way of life following

Christ in the spirit of St. Francis of

Assisi.

As Secular Franciscans, we:

are expected to live out the promises

of our profession, live a Gospel way of

life according to the Rule of Life,

while continuing to live our everyday

lives in the world.

currently meet on the third Saturday

of each month (except in July and

August). Meetings consist of a period

of formation, prayer, and fraternity

business.

are collectively responsible for the

expenses of the fraternity, contribute

to its financial upkeep, and actively

participate in the life of the fraternity.

live out our Franciscan charisms

through a simple lifestyle and through

various apostolates, especially to the

poor, and a concern for the

environment and for all of creation.

If you are interested in becoming a

Secular Franciscan:

You must be at least 18 years of age.

Be a practicing Catholic adhering to

the teachings of the Catholic Church.

Show a sincere desire to embark on a

journey to follow the Franciscan way

of life.

The Process:

To get a better sense of what

becoming a Secular Franciscan

means, you may wish to attend our

monthly meetings for a while.

Then request in writing to enter an

initial enquiry period, which will last

at least six months. Upon

completion, you may request to be

admitted to the Order, which involves

a further period of formation and

discernment from twelve to eighteen

months.



Prayer of St. Francis

Make me a channel of your peace.

Where there is hatred let me bring your

love.

Where there is injury your pardon Lord,

And where there’s doubt, true faith in you.

Make me a channel of your peace.

Where there’s despair in life, let me bring

hope.

Where there is darkness, only light,

And where there’s sadness, ever joy.

Oh, Master grant that I may never seek,

So much to be consoled as to console.

To be understood, as to understand.

To be loved as to love with all my soul.

Make me channel of your peace.

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned.

In giving to all men that we receive,

And in dying that we’re born to eternal life.

“Going from Gospel to Life and Life

to Gospel” (Rule 4 of the Rule of Life)

The Secular Franciscan Order

St. Peter’s Fraternity

St. Michael’s parish,

511 Cheapside St, London ON

John Paul II Room

St Francis preaching to the birds

For more information, contact:

brother Robin Francis

rfrancis24@gmail.com

(St. Francis of Assisi)


