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PILGRIMS ON A JOURNEY 
By Deacon Christopher Stark 

A NOTE FROM  
OUR PASTOR 

Happy belated Thanksgiving!  I hope that you and your 
family and friends were able to gather and enjoy a festive 
and loving Thanksgiving holiday.  My family and I are away 
for our annual Thanksgiving pilgrimage to Myrtle Beach, 
where we will have rejoined my in-laws for a week along 
the Atlantic, and maybe even a round (or two!) of golf.  
Please pray for our safe travels, as I will for you and yours 
during this holiday season. 
 

This Sunday, the Church celebrates The Solemnity of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, which is often more 
commonly referred to as, Christ the King.  This weekend 
represents the last weekend of Ordinary Time - as next 
Sunday begins the 1st Week of Advent.  You may have 
noticed that throughout the month of November, the 
Church has offered in the selected Sunday scriptural 
passages - consistent references or metaphors to the 
realities of life and death.  Fitting, and appropriate - since 
the season of Fall also gives us a consistent reminder of the 
cycle of life...with the turning and dropping of the leaves 
from the trees, etc.  Nature and the Church calendar are 
cooperating in the partnership of reminding us of the 
natural course of our earthly existence, from beginning...to 
end. 
 

Our Gospel passage for this Sunday comes from the Gospel 
of Matthew.  Specifically it is the Gospel of Matthew 25:31-
46.  A bit of personal revelation, here...THIS is my all-time 
favorite Gospel passage.  I find that I discover something 
new about God and His love for us - each time that I read, 
proclaim, pray, and preach this passage.  Some folks say 
that The Lord's Prayer is the perfect prayer, because the 
fullness of our Christian teaching and beliefs are found 
within the content of the Prayer, itself.  I agree with that 
assessment.  I also find the same to be true with regard to 
MT 25:31-46.  I believe that the fullness of our Christian 
beliefs and teachings are also found within the content of 
this passage. 
 

Now, as you have come to know me over these last couple 
of years - you know that I am a rather simple guy, who 
came from Clawson...I never spent much time out in the 
woods or on a farm.  As I began to read, and pray...and 
prepare to preach on this passage - I needed to do my 
homework.  The first stumbling block for me was, "why did 
Jesus use the metaphor of sheep vs. goats?"  Quite frankly, I 
thought somehow that they might actually be the same 
animal with just different names...knowing the differences 
in barnyard animals was just never my 'thing.'  Come to find 
out, sheep and goats are very different animals, indeed. 

       continues on page 7 

INTRODUCING THE NEW PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
 

 I am very happy to announce that STM has a new 
pastoral associate.  We were saddened to say goodbye to 
Sister Rebecca but next weekend we will welcome Deacon 
Michael Stach to our parish.  Deacon Michael has 
enthusiastically accepted the position of pastoral associate 
with particular responsibility in the areas of Worship and 
Christian Service.  I look forward to Deacon Michael being a 
valuable member of our parish staff.  I rejoice we will be 
sharing ministry together here at STM. 
 

 Deacon Michael has been serving at Sacred Heart 
Parish in Auburn Hills since 1998.  He’s the father of three 
children and he and his wife/family live in Rochester Hills.   
 

 I look forward to Deacon Michael becoming an 
important part of our parish’s rebirth.  I am confident he 
will be working closely with myself, Deacon Chris, and the 
staff, and using the gifts and talents God has blessed him 
with, he will help all of us move forward to becoming ever 
more faithful and joyful disciples of the Lord Jesus.  
WELCOME DEACON MICHAEL STACH! 
 

 I also want to take this opportunity to thank 
parishioner Mary Ann Hannigan who has been taking care 
of Worship matters on an interim basis.  Mary Ann’s  done 
a great job and I am grateful for her willingness to step in 
when needed. 
 

 I also wish to thank Julie Komarzec who is retiring 
from her position as Faith Formation secretary.  Julie has 
served in that capacity for 17 years and through those 
years of dedicated service she has done much to help move 
STM forward.  Thanks, Julie, and may God bless you in this 
next chapter of your life. 
 

 Finally I wish to “welcome aboard” Julie’s replacement 
in Faith Formation, Angela Seba.  Angela is excited about 
joining the STM staff and we are happy she will be part of 
the Faith Formation program.  WELCOME ANGELA! 
 

 Next Sunday is the first Sunday in Advent.  Can you 
believe it?  Tell Jesus now you want to make it the best 
Advent ever.  Then make it happen. 
 

 Have a wonderful faith-filled week and please pray for 
me. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 
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THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  November 25 
  4:30p  Bruce Callas 
   Clare DeFauw 
 

Sunday  November 26 
  7:30a  Carol Cahalan—Special Intention 
   Clare DeFauw 
   Martha Whiting—Special Intention 
 

  9:30a  Syvestre Andaya 
   Clare DeFauw 
   John Martin—25th Anniversary 
2 

11:30a  Clare DeFauw 
   Andrew, Alexander, and Tanner Skelton 
 

Tuesday  November 28 
  9:00a  George Sold—9th Anniversary 
 

Wednesday November 29 
  9:00a  For the People of St. Thomas More 
 

Thursday  November 30 
  9:00a  Andrew, Alexander, and Tanner Skelton 
 

Saturday  December 2 
  4:30p  For the People of St. Thomas More 
   Fr. Edward Belczak—Special Intention 
   Joseph Chick—Birthday Remembrance 
 

Sunday  December 3 
  7:30a  For the People of St. Thomas More 
 

  9:30a  Anna Haranczek 
   Jack Saylor—14th Anniversary 
 

11:30a  Alba Balderi 
THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 

 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

Rosanne Bishop 
Frances Booth 

Jessi Bush 
Clive and Frances Cooper 

Chris Crocker 
Jim Dunleavy 
Sharyl Dennis 

Bill Hyde 
Theresa Imbrunone 

Katy Thompson 
Helen Walczak 

Margaret Wujek 
Robert Zemke 

 
 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Glenn Gardner—father of Sandi Gardner 

Capt. Matthew Altomari 
Sgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Lt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
Capt. Chip Evans 
Spc. Evan K. Fowler 
SSgt. Kevin Hopp 

SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 
PFC. Lane Luyckx 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
ENS. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

My heartfelt gratitude as I leave STM for new adventures.  
The time has just flown by.   
 

Thank you to Msgr. Rice, Josylin Mateus, and all of the STM 
staff – past and present.  You’ve been my work family 
through the years and we’ve shared many wonderful 
times. 
 

Thank you to the St. Thomas More community.  I’ve been 
so fortunate to have gotten to know so many parishioners 
over the years.  Your kindness, 
dedication, and positivity have 
been a blessing for me. 
 

Julie Komarzec  

– Faith Formation Secretary 

Wednesday, December 13th,  6:45pm-8pm 

Advent Night of Reflection 
An Adult Evening in the Atrium 

Please make your reservation by Friday, December 8th 
Sandi Gardner, 248-647-4680 or sandi@stmoffice.com 
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Readings for the Week of November 26, 2017 
 

Sunday Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
 Ez 34:11-12, 15-17; Ps 23:1-2, 2-3, 5-6; 
 1 Cor 15:20-26, 28; Mt 25:31-46 
 

Monday Dn 1:1-6, 8-20; Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56; 
 Lk 21:1-4  
 

Tuesday Dn 2:31-45; Dn 3:57, 58, 59, 60, 61; Lk 21:5-11 
 

Wednesday Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28; Dn 3:62, 63, 64, 
 65, 66, 67; Lk 21:12-19 
 

Thursday Saint Andrew, Apostle 
 Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Mt 4:18-22 
 

Friday Dn 7:2-14; Dn 3:75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81; 
 Lk 21:29-33 
 

Saturday Dn 7:15-27; Dn 3:82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87; 
 Lk 21:34-36 
 

Sunday First Sunday of Advent 
 Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7; Ps 80: 2-3, 15-16, 
 18-19; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Mk 13:33-37 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT—DECEMBER 2-3 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 7:30 AM Sunday 9:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT Monsignor Rice Fr. Robert Spezia Fr. Robert Spezia Monsignor Rice 

COMMENTATOR NEEDED Pat Schultz Sue Kator Chuck Moss 

LECTOR Chris Mann Jim Schultz John Hannigan Phil Kotwick 

SERVERS Johnny Jackson 
NEEDED 

Christine Temple Hannah Hern 
Sydni Wood 

Duarte Bobone 
Veronica Kuzdowicz 

USHERS E. Tuazon 
P Vercammen 
C. Sheremet 
J. Hager 
C. Glowacki 
D. McKay  

R. Calice  
J. Gielniak        
D. Hayden        
T. Hemak 
M. Morrison 
F. Sikorski        
R. Wlosinski 

N. Cicone   
J. Duhart     
G. Halter 
 A. Olson             
 J. Ward              
G. Wise  
G. Gostomski 

Z. Azzam    
F. Biondo 
M. Olane 
R. Schmitz   
M. Tauscher  
M. Parent 

RECEPTIONISTS Joy Vercammen NEEDED Joann Harrison Margery Bruce 

WORSHIP 

   An Advent Masque“ 
 
 

”Tomorrow shall be my  
    dancing day” 

 
 
 
 

A quiet Advent evening of song,  
poetry, and prayer. 

Presented by  
St. Thomas More Music Ministry 

Sunday December 3, 7:00 p.m. 
Merriment following in  

the Social Hall 

 
 
 

W e ’ r e  m a k i n g  a  l i s t   
a n d  c h e c k i n g  i t  t w i c e !  

 

Altar Servers 
Readers 
EMHCs 
Ushers 

 

Please make sure that you sign up now to serve at one of 
our Christmas Masses.  Altar Servers and Readers should 
check their Ministry Pro account.  Ushers, please check the 
Usher’s Room and EMHCs should check the Information 
Counter to sign up to serve.  Thank You! 

       ADVENT BEGINS NEXT WEEK 
      Weekend of December 2-3 

 

If you are interested in participating in the 
Mass by being a candle lighter for the Advent 

Wreath, please sign-up at the Information 
Counter or call the parish office at  

248-647-2222. 
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We Welcome the New Members who have 
Joined Our Parish 

 

Thomas Kazmierski 
 

Kevin and Alison Mallaney and daughter Claire 
 

Todd and Jill Hanoosh and sons Madden and Rowan 
 

Aimee Pollak and children Maxwell and Sophia 
 

Edward and Kristin Craig and children Bailey,  
Louis, and Sally 

 

Stacy and Megan Spence and children Anna and Tristan 
 

Scott and Jacklyn Skinner and son Jack 

 

FIRST TUESDAY COFFEE 
December 5 

 

Join us following the 9:00am Mass 
     for coffee, treats, and conversation  
     with your fellow parishioners. 

 THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

 Weekday Masses 

 Tues, Wed, Thurs., 9a 
 (Rosary before Mass) 
 

 Monday, November 27 
 Parish Council Meeting, 7p 
 

 Tuesday, November 28 
 RCIA, 6:30p 
 

 Wednesday, November 29 
 Coffee, Conversation and Catholicism, 9:45a 
 

 Thursday, November 30 
 Choir Rehearsal, 7p 
 SVdP Meeting, 7p 
 

 Friday, December 1 
 Catholic Night at the Movies, 6:30p 
 

 Saturday, December 2 
 Middle School Ministry, 5:30p 
 

 Sunday, December 3 

 Coffee and Conversation after all Masses 
 Faith Formation Classes, 8:15a, 10:15a, 7p 
 Catecheisi of the Good Shepherd, 9:30a 

 RCIA, 10a 
 Children’s Liturgy of the Word, 11:30a 
 Advent Masque, 7p 

  

  Dear STM Parishioners, 
 

  My name is Angela Seba and I will be the 
  new faith formation secretary.  Julie has  
  helped me transition to this new role and  
  I know I have big shoes to fill.  I am really 

excited to begin my new role here at St. Thomas More. 
 

I have been married to my husband, Abir, for 21 years.  We 
have three beautiful boys, Kyle, Collin, and Logan.  Kyle, 
16, and Collin 14 attend Bishop Foley Catholic High School. 
Logan, 11, is in 6th Grade and attends St. Lawrence .  Our 
catholic faith is very important to us as a family. 
 

As for myself, I have a background in education and 
business.  Many years ago I received my degree in 
education but decided to stay at home with the boys.  
During my time at home I also helped my family with our 
family business and volunteering with various children 
activities at church.  Also, I love spending time learning 
about my faith and helping others.  I am looking forward to 
meeting all the wonderful families of St. Thomas More.   
 

Many Blessings, 
Angela Seba 

 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY 
 

Due to the early deadline for this week’s bulletin, the 
weekly offertory for November 19th will be in next week’s 

bulletin, December 3rd. 

 

4TH ANNUAL 

CHILDREN'S ADVENT PARTY  
 

DECEMBER 10 

12:30-2:00 P.M. 
 

JOIN US IN THE SOCIAL HALL 

      FOR FUN, GAMES,  

   AND A SPECIAL GUEST 
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FAITH FORMATION 
Today during Mass something different is being implemented here at St. Thomas 
More.  Change is never easy and it takes repetition before it feels natural.  I’d like 
to share a personal story about something that happened to me in Mass many 
years ago that I only understood in hindsight.  
 

In the past I was a “hit or miss” Mass attendee, and when I would go I didn’t 
receive Communion.  One day, as I was sitting there, I felt a tug on my heart to go 
up and receive Him.  This happened a few times, and I ignored it until one day the 
tug was so palpable I finally conceded.  After that I started receiving Communion 
every time I was at Mass.  I’d like to say that it was then and there that my eyes 
were opened to Him, but it wasn’t.  It took a few more years.  Even though I 
didn’t understand what was happening at the time, God was patiently working in 
me. 
 

God wants to give me grace in order to be the person He created me to be, to live 
an abundant life.  There are many ways I am given grace, but it is in the Eucharist 
that is the most intimate of ways.  His body intermingles with mine and I am 
touched by His divinity.  I acknowledge God as my creator and savior, and with 
that knowledge my head bows and my knee bends to Him.  Therefore, it is not 
natural for me to not kneel before receiving Him in the most intimate of ways.  I 
pray that in the coming weeks kneeling to Him will become natural for everyone 
here at St. Thomas More.   
 

            – Josylin Mateus 
 

Below is a partial text produced by the Committee on Doctrine of the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
 

Why does Jesus give himself to us as food and drink? 
Jesus gives himself to us in the Eucharist as spiritual nourishment because 
he loves us. God's whole plan for our salvation is directed to our 
participation in the life of the Trinity, the communion of Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. Our sharing in this life begins with our Baptism, when by the 
power of the Holy Spirit we are joined to Christ, thus becoming adopted 
sons and daughters of the Father. It is strengthened and increased in 
Confirmation. It is nourished and deepened through our participation in 
the Eucharist. By eating the Body and drinking the Blood of Christ in the 
Eucharist we become united to the person of Christ through his humanity. 
"Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in 
him" (Jn 6:56). In being united to the humanity of Christ we are at the 
same time united to his divinity. Our mortal and corruptible natures are 
transformed by being joined to the source of life. "Just as the living Father 
sent me and I have life because of the Father, so also the one who feeds 
on me will have life because of me" (Jn 6:57). By being united to Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in us, we are drawn up into 
the eternal relationship of love among the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. As Jesus is the eternal Son of God by nature, so we become sons and 
daughters of God by adoption through the sacrament of Baptism. Through 
the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation (Chrismation), we are 
temples of the Holy Spirit, who dwells in us, and by his indwelling we are 
made holy by the gift of sanctifying grace. The ultimate promise of the 
Gospel is that we will share in the life of the Holy Trinity. The Fathers of 
the Church called this participation in the divine life 
"divinization" (theosis). In this we see that God does not merely send us 
good things from on high; instead, we are brought up into the inner life of 
God, the communion among the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. In 
the celebration of the Eucharist (which means "thanksgiving") we give 
praise and glory to God for this sublime gift. 

CHILDREN’S 
CHRISTMAS 
PAGEANT - 

2017 
 

Planning for our 2nd Annual Children’s 
Pageant is under way!  The pageant will 
be performed during the 4:30pm Mass 
on Christmas Eve. 
 

If your child is in Kindergarten-5th 
Grade and is interested in 
participating, please join us for an 
informational meeting on Sunday, 
December 3rd at 10:45am. 
 

We have multiple parts for each age 
group available and costumes will be 
provided.  5th Graders will be eligible 
for the Mary and Joseph roles.  These 
roles will be randomly selected by 
Msgr. Rice at Mass on Sunday, 
December 10th at the 11:30 Mass. 
 

Rehearsals are required for 
participation and will be held on 
Tuesday, December 12th at 6:30pm 
and Sunday, December 17th at 
12:30pm with a pizza lunch provided. 
 

We are also looking for 6th-8th Grade 
Lectors, Altar Servers, Ushers, and 
Children’s Choir to serve during the 
Children’s 4:30 Mass.  Look out for the 
sign-up email. 
 

We look forward to another amazing 
pageant celebrating the birth of our 
Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

Please contact Shauna Haras with 
additional questions at 
shaunaharas@yahoo.com. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
MINISTRY NIGHTS 

  

6th, 7th and 8th Graders 
are invited to our 

monthly gatherings.   
 

Our next gathering will be on  
Saturday, December 2nd. 

 

Come join us for dinner and a fun 
evening!  Meet in the Gathering Space 
at 4:20 pm until 6:30 pm.  Registration 
not necessary, but would help us to 
prepare. 
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Pilgrims on a Journey continued from page 2 
 

Sheep exhibit a behavior that says, "I'm all about the herd."  
Sheep gather and stick together.  they look out for, and 
care for one another.  Sheep are humble animals, they only 
eat of the grasses and roots that are closest to the ground.  
Goats, on the other-hand...well, their behavior is a bit more 
'self-centered.'  A goat is ALL about the goat.  Goats are 
considerably more stand-offish.  They don't herd, and 
they're certainly not about risking their necks for another.  
If a goat could speak, the most frequent question that you 
would ever hear it ask would be, "what's in it for me?"  
Followed by a close 2nd-place, "why should I?"  Goats are 
not humble in any manner.  A goat will only eat the finest 
flower at the top of the tallest plants that it can reach.  
There's no 'bending down' to eat from the ground...no, 
goats are only interested in what's best for themselves.  
Now...re-read MT 25: 31-46. 
 

Here's another secret about me.  I find that I am personally 
hard-wired to be more like a goat than I am to be like a 
sheep.  That is my personal struggle.  It's the reason why 
for the last several years I have worn a goatee (mustache 
and beard)...to remind myself - everyday, as I groom in the 
mirror..."Don't be a goat today."  "Stark, just 'cause you 
look like a goat doesn't mean that you have to act like one."  
My prayer is that someday, when my days on earth have 
come to an end - that our God will shepherd me over to the 
sheep-side of the equation.  "How do we open ourselves to 
becoming more sheep-like?"  By changing our ways.  By 
welcoming Christ The King to reign in our hearts - not as a 
tyrant or dictator...but as the Good Shepherd who loves His 
sheep!  By becoming more deliberate and intentional in our 
worship of God, and in our love of neighbor.  By going to 
Mass on a consistent (weekly!) basis.  By becoming an 
engaged member of the Church community, and getting 
involved in those areas where our personal gifts and 
abilities can do the most good.  By calling a friend who's 
feeling down.  By visiting a lonely widowed neighbor with a 
plate of homemade cookies.  By taking our kids to go 
volunteer - on a regular basis - at a Senior Citizen's Home, 
or at a Shelter...by being caught - on a regular basis - of 
praying at our desks at work, or in restaurants before a 
meal. 
 

"Lord - shepherd us beyond our wants...and Lord, for 
heaven's sake - please don't let us be goats today!" 
 

+Peace 
 

Dcn. Chris 

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE PROGRAM 
 

The Annual St. Thomas More Christmas Giving Tree 
Program is up and running! The wooden trees with the 
charitable organization’s tags are in the Gathering Area  
 

Please take a tag from the organization(s) that you  
would like to sponsor. 

 
   Snowflake—Care Net Pregnancy Center 
 
 

   Gingerbread Man—Crossroads of Michigan  
 
 

   Green Tree—Ladies of Charity 
 
 

   Teddy Bear—Mary's Children Family Center  
 
 

   Brown Snowman—Morse Elementary School 
 
 

   Red Circle—St. Elizabeth Briarbank 
 
 

   Yellow Angel—St. Vincent dePaul at STM 
 
 

   Star—Welcome Inn Day Care for the Homeless 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  All gifts, with tags securely attached, must 
be brought to the Social Hall no later than Monday, 
December 11th, in order for us to deliver gifts to the 
organizations. 
 

The Christian Service Commission thanks you for helping 
those in need have a merrier Christmas. 
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STEWARDSHIP 
TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE 

EVANGELIZATION 
UNLEASH THE GOSPEL 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We the Christian Community of St. Thomas More, in an 
atmosphere of hospitality, are dedicated to proclaiming the 

life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ through 
excellence in worship, education,  

and service to others. 
We believe that the nurturing of the community around 

the Eucharistic Table is extended through gatherings which 
further strengthen and support us.  We shall pursue this 
mission faithfully through the power of the Holy Spirit  

and the gifts and talents of our members. 

SIGNS AND WONDERS 
“They devoted themselves to … prayers. Awe  
came upon everyone and many wonders and 
signs were done through the apostles…. And  

every day the Lord added to their number  
those who were being saved.”  (Acts 2:42-47) 

 

 Unleash the Gospel is a guide to unleashing the power 
of the Holy Spirit in our lives, families and community and 
so bring people to encounter Jesus. Just as the first 
disciples prayed for the descent of the Spirit at Pentecost, 
we in the Archdiocese of Detroit prayed for a new coming 
of the Holy Spirit in preparation for Synod 16. And just as 
the prayers of the first disciples brought about signs and 
wonders and healings, we in Michigan are also seeing signs 
and healings. We pray that our sharing of the Gospel that 
accompanies these signs is effective in moving hearts to 
come to know the Lord. 

Today, ordinary Catholics are reluctant to pray in Jesus 
Name over others for healing. Yet healings of the sick have 
been a constant sign of God’s Grace and Power since the 
age of the Apostles. Maybe we’re afraid to try to heal 
because we doubt we are “holy” enough, or we believe, 
like the centurion, “Lord, I am not worthy…” Maybe we’re 
afraid to fail or believe that our faith is not strong enough, 
or we doubt God. 
 

“BE NOT AFRAID” 
 

Healing is a gift for the Church, a charism, that is available 
to all, even sinners, who repent and fearlessly profess Jesus 
is Lord. The Gospel is proclaimed today “not only in words 
but in healings, miracles, signs and wonders that visibly 
demonstrated the message: in Him the kingdom of God had 
truly become present.” Healings are happening all around 
us today.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come see a great documentary, FEARLESS, telling how 
the Holy Spirit is moving the hearts of Catholics today, and 
healing bodies and souls. See the film this Friday, December 
1st at 6:30 pm in the STM social hall and join in small-
group discussions.  

Christ the King (November 25 & 26) 
 

The prophet Ezekiel uses the image of a shepherd who 
rescues his sheep to describe how God reaches out to 
those in need. In St. Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus clearly 
teaches His disciples that they must serve others with acts 
of Christian mercy and charity in order to enter God’s 
kingdom: Whatever you did for one of the least brothers of 
mine, you did for Me. These Gospel directives are the 
foundation for the Church’s Spiritual and Corporal Works of 
Mercy. Mother Teresa modeled her life and ministry on 
these directives by serving the “poorest of the poor” in the 
slums of Calcutta. Like St. Teresa of Calcutta, we, as 
Christian stewards, accept God’s invitation to share Jesus 
with those we meet as we strive for holiness in our lives. 
May her example of love, charity, and mercy inspire us to 
open our hearts and minds to serve and share our 
abundant blessings with the poor, the sick, and the 
strangers among us.  
 

This Advent season, adopt a family in need, visit a relative 
or friend in a nursing home or assisted living facility, or 
sponsor a refugee family.  The STM Giving Trees are 
available for you to select someone to help make their 
Christmas season a little brighter.  This is the season of 
sharing love and your gifts with others. 
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RECEPTIONIST MINISTRY REACTIVATED 
 

Weekend Receptionists are among the first to welcome all 
who enter the doors of St. Thomas More, and the last to 
leave the desk offering service to current and potential 
parishioners.  Mass Intentions, assisting with new 
registrations, and answering questions, best describe this 
ministry. 
 

We are in need of volunteers for the 2nd, 4th, and 5th 
Saturday 4:30pm Masses, and the 1st and 3rd Sunday 
7:30am Masses.  On the job training provided.  Please 
contact Judith Parrott at 248-594-6303 for 
further information. 
 

 ...to be at the service of others is part  
    of a Christian's duty....Pope Francis 

Adopt a Family for Christmas 
 

You can relieve some of the financial 
burdens for needy families throughout the 
Archdiocese of Detroit and make their 
Christmas a little brighter through the 
CCSEM Adopt a Family for Christmas program. Nominated 
by Catholic parishes throughout the Archdiocese, these 
families are in need of help with basic necessities like food, 
rent, utilities and medical care. Go to ccsem.org/
adoptafamily to see the list of families and donate online, 
or mail a check to the address below. Make checks payable 
to CCSEM with “Adopt a Family” in the memo line. To help 
a specific family, put their number in the memo line as 
well. The deadline to donate is December 7.  Questions? 
Contact Kelly Luttinen at 248 548-4044 x3621 or 
luttinenk@ccsem.org.  

 
 
 
 
 
 St. Joseph Mercy Oakland  knows that healing body, 
mind, and spirit is good for one's overall health.  The peace 
of Advent offers us space for quiet and reflection—so 
necessary for healing to occur. 
 You are warmly invited to join the community of St. 
Joe's as we create space in our lives for the healing 
presence of God. 

Tuesdays in Advent  
November 28, December 5, 12 and 19  

3 - 4 p.m. Hospital Chapel  
 

 Enjoy fellowship after prayer with light refreshments.  
All are welcome. Free parking is available in our visitor lot, 
and valet is available.  For information, 248-858-3710. 

Advent Tea by Candlelight 
Wednesday, December 6th 

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
In the Social Hall 

  
“Women at the Well: Encountering Love” 

Presentation by Marian Bart, Evangelization Coordinator 
Blessed Sacrament Cathedral 

  
  

RSVP by November 30, 2017.  Please call 248-647-4680 
extension 1, email to julie@stmoffice.com, or fill out 
form and return to the Faith Formation Office. 
 
Registration Forms are available on the Information 
Counter. 

DON’T FORGET! 
STM’s Fun Bunch “1st” Annual Excursion! 

 

WHO: ALL Parishioners, Families, Children, Friends,  
  Neighbors...everyone you wish to invite! 
 

WHAT: 1st Annual St. Thomas More 'Birmingham Winter 
  Markt' Excursion 
 

WHEN: Saturday, December 2nd, 2017... 4PM - 9PM  
 

HOW: Gather in western-end of the STM Parking Lot 
(Closest to Adams Road) at 3:15PM! We will leave together 
at 3:30PM - and drive to Shain Park in Birmingham. Once 
there, we will regroup at 4:00PM at Visitor's Information 
Booth at Shain Park. 
 

WHY: Enjoy the European custom (Christmas Markt) of 
gathering the community together for outdoor Christmas 
festivities.  Fun evening of social nteraction with fellow 
parishioners, family, and friends! 
 

Mark your Calendars NOW!  Start sharing with family, 
friends, and neighbors with your social media...  Let's look 
to have a GREAT St. Thomas More turn-out for a special 
evening of Fun, Food, and Friendship! 

mailto:luttinenk@ccsem.org
mailto:julie@stmoffice.com


PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Monsignor Michael Dylag 

Fr. Robert Spezia 
Fr. Gary Tierney 

 

Christopher Stark, Deacon 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 

 
WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

248-647-2222  
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444 
bjfoos@gmail.com 

 
PARISH OFFICE  

Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 
248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 

Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 
248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 
 
 

Lisa Miner, Bookkeeper  
248-647-2222 x.3333 
lisa@stmoffice.com 

 
FAITH FORMATION 
Religious Education 

Josylin Mateus, Director 
248-647-4680 x. 2 

josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Julie Komarzec, Secretary 
248-647-4680 x. 1 

julie@stmoffice.com 
 

Sandi Gardner, Section Head 
248-647-4680 

sandi@stmoffice.com 
 

Patrick O’Brien, Youth Minister 
stmygroup@gmail.com 

 

COUNSELING AND SUPPORT 
Andrea Harral 

Therapist (family, grief, etc.) 
Home Office 248-601-4315 

 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar, Pete Whiting 
248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday - Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.  Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday at 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday at 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.  
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday at  9:00 a.m.  -  Rosary before Mass 

Holy Days: 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 p.m. 


