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LIGHT IN DARKNESS 
 

 The flowers of Spring and Summer are but a memory.  
We are shrouded in the season of darkness.  Our 
afternoons are shorter and nightfall comes quickly.  Most 
people make their commute home from work with auto 
headlights on. 
 

 We are in the midst of a “spiritual darkness,” too.    
Christians watch and wait for glimmers of hope, signs of the 
coming dawn, the approaching birth of Jesus who is the 
true “Light of the world.”  Advent tells us “to awaken from 
our sleep since our salvation is at hand.” 
 

 Look around.  Stores of all kinds have had “holiday” 
displays for weeks (and even months) wanting us to believe 
that this darkness is dispelled by material gifts bought and 
given at Christmas time.  We are “programmed” to put 
decorations on our houses and trees but in a irony of 
ironies many people hang hundreds of colored lights in and 
outside without being illuminated by the light of Christ 
within their hearts. 
 

 Where does this light of Christ appear?  We cannot 
buy it or package it.  We need to search it out in the 
everyday events of these Advent days.  Before we get the 
“Christmas spirit” we need to get the “Advent spirit”,  a 
spirit of openness in watching and wondering and waiting. 
 

 In this season of long nights and short days don’t allow 
yourself to be overcome by darkness, of any kind. 
 

 Be guided by the light of Christ.  Look for those 
glimmers of light.  They will lead you through Advent right 
to Christmas! 
 

 Have a wonderful Advent week.  May those who seek 
Christ find Him in you.  Let’s remember each other in 
prayer. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 

     ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING 
 

We are still in need of candle lighters for 
the 3rd Sunday at the 7:30 and 9:30 am 
Mass, and the 4th Sunday at the 4:30pm 
(Saturday) Mass and the 9:30am Mass.  
Please sign-up at the information Counter 
or call the parish office at 248-647-2222. 

PILGRIMS ON A JOURNEY 
By Deacon Christopher Stark 

A NOTE FROM  
OUR PASTOR 

Many of you may be aware that I am no longer employed 
by St. Vincent de Paul.  I continue to advocate and 
encourage folks to volunteer and support this amazing 
Catholic-Lay organization.  During my tenure with St. 
Vincent de Paul - I came to see, in a very poignant and 
profound manner, the plight of the poor and the 
marginalized within our greater S.E. Michigan community.  I 
was also privileged to witness the love of God and His 
people through the amazing works of charity that 
Vincentians do on behalf of our 'neighbors in need.'  
Vincentians truly live-out our collective baptismal call - to 
love God, and to love our Neighbor, by their intentional 
works of charity for our brothers and sisters in need.  I am 
eternally grateful to God and to the people of St. Vincent 
de Paul for my tenure with this noble mission of love. 
 

I am pleased to share with you that God has blessed me 
with a new career opportunity, similar to that which had 
attracted me to St. Vincent de Paul; this new role will allow 
me to blend my ministry as a deacon with my experiences 
in business.  My new job is to serve as the Director of 
Outreach for Guest House. 
 

What is Guest House?  Guest House is (primarily) an in-
patient drug and alcohol recovery facility that is specifically 
designed to help Catholic Clergy and Religious who are 
battling addiction.  Nuns, Priests, Brothers, Deacons, 
Seminarians...human beings...who, for whatever reason, 
have been negatively impacted by the disease of addiction.  
Austin Ripley, the founder of Guest House, was an 
alcoholic.  He found the gift of sobriety through the process 
of recovery espoused by Alcoholics Anonymous.  While 
attending meetings, he would see priests attending 
meetings...and he thought "if we can save the person, we 
can save their vocation too."  So, a little more than 60 years 
ago, Guest House came into being for the sole purpose of 
helping Catholic Clergy and Religious to find recovery. 
 

We are blessed to have Guest House located right here 
within the Archdiocese of Detroit.  Guest House, however, 
is so much more than a 'local' organization.  Guest House 
supports the recovery needs of Catholic Clergy and 
Religious from literally around the world.  Clients come to 
our facility in Lake Orion, where they receive customized 
individual care within a 90-day in-patient treatment 
program.  My job is to share the message and mission of 
Guest House with Bishops and the Church's hierarchy and 
laity -  
 

       continues on page 7 
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IN OUR PARISH 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  December 9 
  4:30p  Cara Maria Henning—6th Anniversary 
   In Thanksgiving, the Mac Family 
   Bill Nebel 
   Douglas Slattery—70th Birthday 
   Claire Tafel—6th Birthday 
   Matthew Krawczak—offered by Bill and  
        Kelly Bechtel 
 

Sunday  December 10 
  7:30a  For the People of St. Thomas More 
 

  9:30a  Teresa Imbrunone 
 

11:30a  Jim Dunleavy 
   Nicholas Smith 
   Bonnie Steele 
 

Tuesday  December 12 
  9:00a  Matthew Diehl 
   Christopher Pohe 
 

Wednesday December 13 
  9:00a  Arnaldo and Chiara Vennettilli 
 

Thursday  December 14 
  9:00a  Hans R. Brinkman—Special Intention 
 

Saturday  December 16 
  4:30p  John Evancho 
 

Sunday  December 17 
  7:30a  Nicholas Surowka 
 

  9:30a  Rosemary Bratkowski 
   Kathleen T. Dwyer 
   Fr. Arthur Jacobi 
   Mary Lou Lutkenhoff 
   In memory of Christopher Vidosh 
 

11:30a  Alba Balderi 
   Nicholas Smith 
   Bonnie Steele 
   Bernardo and Maddalena Volante 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

Rosanne Bishop 
Chris Crocker 
Sharyl Dennis 
Bob Jermstad 

Joseph Nuculaj 
Katy Thompson 
Helen Walczak 

Margaret Wujek 
Robert Zemke 

 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Jim Dunleavy—husband of Caroline Dunleavy 
†  Teresa Imbrunone—sister of Rose Wilson 

†  Fr. Arthur Jacobi 
†  Fr. Edward Kaszak 

†  Malcolm Long—brother-in-law of Deborah Baughman 
†  Fr. Daniel Nusbaum 
†  Fr. William Petron 

 

“Happy are those who have died in the Lord, let them rest 
from the labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

Capt. Matthew Altomari 
Sgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Lt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
Capt. Chip Evans 
Spc. Evan K. Fowler 
SSgt. Kevin Hopp 

SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 
PFC. Lane Luyckx 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
ENS. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

 

God hears children’s  

prayers first” 
 

A beautiful quote from  
Blessed Solanus Casey 

 

 
Please join us on Sunday, December 17th after the 9:30am 
Mass where Fr. Gerry Pehler, Capuchin, will be dedicating 

our Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Level I Atrium to  
Blessed Solanus Casey. 
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Readings for the Week of December 10, 2017 
 

Sunday Second Sunday of Advent 
 Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14; 
 2 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8 
 

Monday Saint Damasus I, Pope 
 Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14; 
 Lk 5:17-26 
 

Tuesday Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; 
 Jud 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 
 

Wednesday Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 
 Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10; 
 Mt 11:28-30 
 

Thursday Saint John of the Cross, Priest and 
 Doctor of the Church 
 Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab; 
 Mt 11:11-15 
 

Friday Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Mt 11:16-19 
 

Saturday Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 
 18-19; Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
 

Sunday Third Sunday of Advent 
 Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54; 
 1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT—DECEMBER 16-17 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 7:30 AM Sunday 9:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT Monsignor Rice Monsignor Rice Fr. Gerry Pehler Fr. Robert Spezia 

COMMENTATOR Joan Reddy Jim Schultz Chuck Moss Donna Mann 

LECTOR Sue Kator Pat Schultz Bridget Kavanaugh Chris Mann 

SERVERS Rory Knauss 
NEEDED 

Randy Skala Johnny Jackson 
Noah Tanguay 

Duarte Bobone 
Veronica Kuzdowicz 

USHERS E. Tuazon 
P Vercammen 
C. Sheremet 
J. Hager 
C. Glowacki 
D. McKay  

R. Calice  
J. Gielniak        
D. Hayden        
T. Hemak 
M. Morrison 
F. Sikorski        
R. Wlosinski 

N. Cicone   
J. Duhart     
G. Halter 
 A. Olson             
 J. Ward              
G. Wise  
G. Gostomski 

Z. Azzam    
F. Biondo 
M. Olane 
R. Schmitz   
M. Tauscher  
M. Parent 

RECEPTIONISTS Joy Vercammen Arlene Marcy Barb Stevens Rosanne Bishop 

WORSHIP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Altar Servers, Readers, EMHCs, Ushers 
 

Please make sure that you sign up now to serve at one of 
our Christmas Masses.  Altar Servers and Readers should 
check their Ministry Pro account. 
 

Due to the many Masses between December 23rd and the 
25th (there are 8 in less than 48 hours), we are in need of 
additional Ushers.  Men or women are welcome to assist.  
Please stop by the Usher’s Room where there is a sign-up 
sheet where you can jot your name in the time slot for the 
Mass you attend.  If you have any questions about duties 
for the Mass, please ask an Usher or call the Parish Office. 
 

EMHCs should check the Information Counter to sign up to 
serve. 
 

Please see the Christmas Mass Schedule on page 5. 
 

Thank you for your assistance and commitment to your 
Parish. 

 

Advent Communal Reconciliation 
Service with Individual Absolution 
Tuesday, December 19, 7:00 pm 



 December 10, 2017 Page 5 

FAITH FORMATION 

ST. THOMAS MORE YOUTH GROUP 
      INVITING ALL  

          9TH THROUGH 12TH GRADERS 
 

Mark your calendars for some fun in the Social Hall! 
 

 December 17: STMYG Christmas Party/Dance at 7pm 
 January 7:  Regular Session 7:00-8:15pm  
 January 17: NO STMYG (MLK BREAK) 
 January 20-21: Lock-in  

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS 
PAGEANT - 2017 

Planning for our 2nd Annual Children’s 
Pageant is under way!  The pageant will 

be performed during the 4:00pm Mass on Christmas Eve. 
 

WE ARE IN NEED OF Kindergarten-5th Grade participants. 
Please contact Shauna Haras for more information and/or 
questions at shaunaharas@yahoo.com. 

ANNUAL CHILDREN'S ADVENT PARTY  

TODAY at 12:30 pm in the Social Hall. 

KEEP  CHRIST  IN  CHRISTMAS  
The Knights of Columbus, Council 8659 is sponsoring a poster 
contest “Keep Christ in Christmas” for students in Kindergarten 
to 8th grade.  All submissions will receive a $5 gift card to 5Below 
and the winner will receive $50 and will go on for district judging.  
Posters are due on December 17. 

My name is Carissa Anne Handrinos. I run a       
full-time tutoring business, Carissa's Academic 
Tutoring. My fiancé, Brendan, and I are getting 
married in September 2018, so I decided it was 
time for me to receive the Sacrament of          
Confirmation. We want to raise our family in the 
Catholic faith. Brendan and I have been coming to 

St. Thomas More for years, and finally became parishioners this 
past summer. We look forward to starting our life together im-
mersed in our mutual Catholic faith.  

Hello!  I am Keith Knauss.  I have been married for 
17 years to my beautiful wife, Debbie.  We have 
two children: Aidan, 15 and Rory, 13.  I attended 
St. Thomas More as a youth, and found my way 
back when I was married in 2000.  Rory is in the 
Faith Formation middle school program; and   
Aidan and I are in the RCIA program together.  We 

all plan to receive Confirmation this coming Easter Vigil.  

My name is Ashley Fry and I grew up in the      
Lutheran faith, with my family being open about 
sharing our beliefs and questions. It wasn’t       
exclusive in denomination as extended family also 
provided some Protestant and Catholic teachings. 
After college I knew I had to make my own      
journey, so I am here to better understand my 

relationship with God and how to better live a life for Christ.   

Please pray for our candidates going through the RCIA process, and give them a warm welcome by 
introducing yourself when you see them in church. 

My name is Laura Gabriel, and I’ve been     
married to David for 9 years.  We have been     
parishioners here for two years.  My husband 
is Catholic and I am Lutheran. I want to join the 
Catholic Church because it is a unified church, 
consistent around the world and welcoming to 
all.  I also want to be unified with my husband 

and grow together in the same faith. My journey towards the 
Catholic faith started with Msgr. Ronald Browne, who was the 
priest that married us.  He explained many things about the   
Catholic Church that I previously misunderstood.  Also my mother
-in-law, Virginia Gabriel, who faithfully prays for us and attends 
mass every day, is an inspiration for me.  

I’m Melinda Sue Prucha (Mindy), and I’m 37 years
-old.  I recently relocated back to the area after 
living down south for over a decade. I live with my 
loving parents in Oxford. I earned a Ph.D. from 
the University of Florida in 2009, and have since 
worked as an educator/tutor and as a research 
scientist at various academic institutions in the 

states. 2017 marks the first year that I have committed to the 
discernment of my spirituality and faith in Jesus; my story is 
unique in that, outside of my studies in logic, sciences, and      
philosophy, I have had little to no exposure to the truth about 
God. He found me. 

My name is Ronia Kruse.  I’ve been attending 
St. Thomas More for 30 years. I was married 
here, and my three daughters were baptized 
here. I have taught catechism in the past, and 
currently teaching 7th grade. I’ve been 
involved with St. Vincent De Paul and St. 

Dominic's.  I started a philanthropic organization called the 
OpTech Outreach Foundation to bring hope and prosperity to 
people that are disadvantaged socially, economically and 
physically, especially children.  

My name is Aidan Knauss. I am 15 years old and 
a Sophomore at Troy High. I have two great  
parents and a loving sister. I was baptized at St. 
Thomas More and have been attending mass 
ever since. I’m interested in computers, Airsoft, 
and the chemical elements. I want to be        
confirmed as a Catholic as I was baptized and 
receive communion, so as to officially become 
part of the church. 

I am Lennie Wilson.  My wife and I live in Troy 
and have been married for over 32 years.  We 
have two grown twin boys.  I was encouraged 
to join the RCIA classes to further enhance my 
journey of spiritual growth.  I wish to come into 
closer communication with God and his will for 
me. 
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IN OUR PARISH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Season Parish Office Schedule 
 

December 21:  9:00a-12:30p 
 

December 22:  9:00a-3:00p 
 

December 25 & 26:  CLOSED 
Offices reopen Wednesday, 12/27 

 

December 27—29:  9:00a-3:00p 
 

January 1 & 2:  CLOSED 
Offices reopen Wednesday, 1/3 

 THE WEEK AHEAD 

 

 Weekday Masses 

 Tues, Wed, Thurs., 9a 
 (Rosary before Mass) 
 

 Monday, December 11 
 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, 10a 
 

 Tuesday, December 12 
 Christmas Pageant Rehearsal, 6:30p 
 RCIA, 6:30p 
 

 Wednesday, December 13 
 Coffee, Conversation and Catholicism, 9:45a 
 Advent Reflection, 6;45p 
 

 Thursday, December 14 
 Choir Rehearsal, 7p 
 SVdP Meeting, 7p 
 

 Sunday, December 17 
 Coffee and Conversation after all Masses 
 Blessing of the Atrium following the 9:30a Mass 
 Faith Formation Classes, 8:15a, 10:15a, 7p 
 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, 9:30a 

 RCIA, 10a 
 Children’s Liturgy of the Word, 11:30a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Thomas More Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

Communal Penance 
Reconciliation with individual absolution 

Tuesday, December 19, 7:00pm 
 

4th Sunday of Advent 
Saturday, December  23, 4:30pm 

Sunday, December 24, 9:30am Mass 
 

Christmas Eve Masses 
Saturday, December 24 

4:00pm in the Church with 
Children’s Christmas Pageant 

4:00pm in the Social Hall 
7:00pm and 10:00pm in the Church 

 

Christmas Day Masses 
Sunday, December 25 
9:30am and 11:30am 

 

Feast of the Holy Family 
Saturday, December 30, 4:30pm 

Sunday, December 31 
7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am 

 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
Monday, January 1, 2018 

Mass, 10:00am 

Our Choir will be singing at the 
following Masses: 

 
Christmas Eve 

Adult Choir, 10:00pm 
Prelude Begins at 9:30pm 

 
Christmas Day 

Adult Choir, 9:30am 

2018 CALENDARS ARE HERE 
 

Pick up a 2018 Calendar. 
They are available at the 

Information Counter. 
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CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE REMINDER 
 

Just a reminder that the Giving Tree gifts should 
be returned this weekend..  This will allow 
enough time to distribute the gifts. 
 

Thank you for helping us, help others in need.  
Your kindness and generosity is  

greatly appreciated! 

 

The St. Thomas More Stewardship Prayer 
Service is on Wednesday, December 20th at 
7:00pm.  Please join us to pray together for 

all of our intentions. 

IN OUR PARISH 

Pilgrims on a Journey continued from page 2 
 

so that when it is discovered that a priest, or a nun, or a 
brother (etc.) may be having a challenge with addiction, 
that there is a licensed and certified facility that is 
specifically geared toward their particular needs for 
recovery.  Guest House is a great gift to the men and 
women who find life-saving recovery from addiction.  Guest 
House is also a great gift to you and me, as the whole 
Church continues to receive the fruits of the vocations of 
men and women who have found recovery at Guest House. 
 

Please pray for me, as I begin this new journey in my 
professional career.  I will continue to serve you here at St. 
Thomas More as one of your deacons - while my new day-
job is to work for Guest House.  I am excited to see what 
God has in mind, as I embark on this new career and I ask 
that you not only pray for me - but also to pray for all of 
our Catholic Clergy and Religious.  May we all stay healthy 
and whole, and for those suffering through the disease of 
addiction, may they find us to be a people of love and 
understanding - and support, as they work to find recovery 
from their afflictions. 
 

St. Thomas More - Pray for us.  St. Vincent de Paul - Pray 
for us.  St. Raphael - Pray for us.  Blessed Solanus Casey - 
Pray for us.  St. Anne - Pray for us.  Holy Mary, Mother of 
God - Pray for us! 
 

Deacon Chris 

 
 

             STM BOOK CLUB 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The St Thomas More Book Club will meet Tuesday 12/19 at 
10 AM in Room 2 to discuss the December selection, River 
of Doubt: Theodore Roosevelt's Darkest Journey by Candice 
Millard.   As the title hints, ex-president Roosevelt journeys 
up a little known branch of the Amazon on a danger filled 
expedition.   Please join us for what promised to be an 
interesting discussion. 

 
 
 
 
 

Due to low attendance, 
we will be cancelling our  

Advent Night of Reflection  
Wednesday, December 13th 

A Heartfelt Thank You from your  
St. Vincent de Paul 

 

As we end the 2017 Liturgical Year, the members of the St. 
Thomas More Conference of the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society wish to extend a heartfelt thank you to our fellow 
parishioners for generously donating, on each First of the 
Month Collection; money, food, toiletries, and household 
paper products. The donations are used to help many less-
fortunate families in our surrounding community.  In 
addition, you kindly donated unused bikes that were (if 
needed) refurbished and distributed to individuals for 
whom the bikes are essential transportation. Thank you to 
everyone who contributed children’s books (infant to age 
12) this year. We distribute books to support agencies in 
the Pontiac area that provide them to children of all faiths 
at no charge. There were two clothing drives this year; 
thank you for donating your gently, but no longer worn, 
clothing and small household items.  Thank you for your 
generous donation of gift cards for our Thanksgiving 
Baskets and the Christmas Giving Tree.  And thank you to 
those who participated in the Belle Isle Walk and enjoyed 
the recent pancake breakfast and bake sale.  All of our 
efforts further our mission to serve and care for others.  
 

We wish you a blessed Christmas,  
and hope we are able to continue 
the good work of our parish family. 
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STEWARDSHIP 
TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE 

EVANGELIZATION 
UNLEASH THE GOSPEL 

THE QUIET MAN: A MODEL FOR CATHOLIC MEN 
 

It is easy to forget about St. Joseph in the midst of the 
Christmas story. Joseph is quiet. He speaks no words in the 
Gospels. Mark skips him entirely. But Joseph was not some 
still statue at the back of the crèche. He was an active 
father, standing guard over the Holy Family. Yes, Joseph 
had doubts and fears, but he was righteous and loved 
Mary. When she came to him pregnant he protected her 
from shame. He responded without hesitating to do God’s 
will, made known to him in dreams by angels who said, “Be 
not afraid.” Joseph protected Jesus, bravely taking his 
family as refugees into Egypt, and then to Nazareth where 
he raised Jesus up in his craft, the Scriptures, the Law, and 
worship, leading Him to pray in Jerusalem every year at 
Passover.   
 

Unleash the Gospel aims to help both men and women 
understand our identity as Christian parents (Action Step 
1.2.5). The Letter is also emphatic that “the role of fathers 
in particular is essential, since one of the greatest factors 
influencing a child’s future practice of the faith is the 
religious involvement of his or her father” and this “role is 
absolutely irreplaceable”  (Marker 7.2). We know from our 
own experiences that families become separated and 
relationships strained. This Christmas, and with resolve for 
the New Year, let the fathers among us pray for the Grace 
to deepen relationships with their sons and daughters, no 
matter how old they are and regardless of circumstances. 

 
Be not afraid. 

Fathers and father-figures - grandfathers, godfathers, 
uncles and family friends - should be good examples and 
active mentors for the children, teens and young adults in 
our parish. Instruct them in virtue; lead them every week to 
worship at Mass; guide them to the Sacraments; pray with 
them; read Scripture with them; encourage them, 
especially to know Jesus. There is “no greater gift [parents] 
can give their children than a relationship with Jesus and 
his Church ...” (Marker 7.2). 
 

St. Joseph appeared with Mary at Knock in Ireland in 1879 
and at Fatima in 1917. Still he did not speak.  But he is 
always ready to help. A Novena to Our Lady of Knock 
includes this intercessory prayer to St. Joseph: 
 

St. Joseph, Chosen by God to be the Husband of Mary, 
Protector of the Holy Family and Guardian of the 
Church, Protect all families in their work and recreation, 
and Guard us on our journey through life. Amen. 

As a St. Thomas More representative on the South Oakland 
Vicariate (SOV), I attend a monthly meeting where 
representatives from all South Oakland Vicariate churches 
attend.  This year, the SOV is focusing on Unleash the 
Gospel.  Starting in January, we will have monthly 
presentations and discussions on various topics of the 
document Unleash the Gospel. 
 

One area is going to be on Nurturing the Family.  This 
session will be open and if you are interested, you will be 
able to attend at the specific parish where the monthly 
meeting will be held.  Watch the monthly Vicariate bulletin 
and our St. Thomas More bulletin for additional details.  
The family is so important these days with our busy 
schedules, work lives, children’s sports and activities, there 
is less time to spend as a family.  One special event that 
should be part of your weekly routine is attending mass 
together as a family.  This can help foster religious harmony 
and refocus the busy family on the importance of Jesus in 
our lives.  
 

If you have an interest in being a representative on the 
Vicariate, contact me at claeysdl@aol.com .  The 
commitment is a once a month meeting at a South Oakland 
parish.  As a SOV member you will attend and report out to 
Parish Council the meeting minutes of the Vicariate 
meeting.   
 

Your Stewardship and SOV Volunteer – Diane Claeys 

mailto:claeysdl@aol.com
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Giving from your IRA 
 

Just a reminder that Congress made a permanent 
provision in the Consolidated Appropriations Act that 
allows those 70 ½ and older to contribute from their IRA’s 
without paying tax on the distribution.  If you are a once a 
year contributor, would like to make a special donation, or 
during the CSA drive, your IRA contribution may be right 
for your situation. Please consult with your tax 
professional for more details. 

IN AND AROUND OUR PARISH 

Weekly Offertory 
 

December 3, 2017 
Weekly Budget/Goal     $17,260.00 
Regular Weekly Envelope    $21,101.00 
Regular Weekly Loose Donations      $1,640.00 
Weekly E-Donations*        $1,031.00 
*E-donations averaged weekly for month  

Weekly Overage/(Shortfall)      $6,512.00 
 

Envelopes Issued       1466 
Envelopes Used Last Week        334 
Percent of Envelope Donations      23% 
Electronic Contributors           42 
Mass Attendance         N/A 
 

FISCAL YEAR TOTALS  
Offertory Budget to Date           396,980 
Actual Offertory Received to Date          357,303 
Over/Under For Fiscal Year 2017-18       ($39,677) 

 

 2017 CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
 

All contributions for “2017” must be received in the Parish 
Office no later than Friday, December 29th by Noon, to be 
included in your annual statement.  Contributions received 
after this date, including the weekend of December 30th, 
will be credited to your “2018” donations.  Your annual 
Contribution Statement for the year 2017 will be mailed 
out before the end of January 2018. 

Blankets for Beaumont Children’s Hospital 
 

Being in the hospital is very traumatic for children. At 
Beaumont Children’s Hospital the staff attempts to provide 
a fleece blanket to every child in the hospital. The blankets 
help to decrease the children’s anxiety due to their illness. 
 

To assist Beaumont Children’s in their efforts, I am seeking 
donations of fleece that I along with other students at 
Notre Dame Prep can use to make blankets. The blankets 
will be donated to the hospital on behalf of St. Thomas 
More. 
 

Requirements for one blanket: 
*2 yards of fleece fabric-patterned 
*2 yards of fleece fabric-solid color  
  (to coordinate with the pattern) 

 

Can be purchased at Joann’s, Michael’s or any fabric store 
I would greatly appreciate if you would consider purchasing 
fleece and bringing to the church over the next several 
weeks, to benefit the children. While any theme of fleece is 
accepted, the patterns most needed are popular titles and 
teen appropriate. 
 

Thank you!  
 

Alec Gaboury 
Parishioner 

 

Christmas Flowers 
 

    Please consider making a donation in a  
 loved one’s name toward the purchase of 

flowers to decorate the Church for Christmas.  Flower 
envelopes are in the church pews. 
 

Names will be listed in the Christmas Bulletin for donations 
received by December 10th.  Names received after 
December 10th will be listed in the January 7th bulletin.  
Thank you for your continued support of STM! 

  
 
 
 
 

  St. Hugo of the Hills School Open House 
K—8th Grade 

January 21, 11:00am—2:00pm 
 

To learn more or to make an appointment for a  
personal tour, please call 248-642-6131. 

sthugoschool.org 



PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Monsignor Michael Dylag 

Fr. Robert Spezia 
 

Christopher Stark, Deacon 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 

 
WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 
248-647-2222  x 5555 

 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

Brian Foos, Director 
248 -647-2222 x. 4444 

bjfoos@gmail.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE  
Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 

248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 

Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 
248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 
 
 

Lisa Miner, Bookkeeper  
248-647-2222 x.3333 
lisa@stmoffice.com 

 
FAITH FORMATION 
Religious Education 

Josylin Mateus, Director 
248-647-4680 x. 2 

josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Angela Seba, Secretary 
248-647-4680 x. 1 

angela@stmoffice.com 
 

Sandi Gardner, Section Head 
248-647-4680 

sandi@stmoffice.com 
 

Patrick O’Brien, Youth Minister 
stmygroup@gmail.com 

 

COUNSELING AND SUPPORT 
Andrea Harral 

Therapist (family, grief, etc.) 
Home Office 248-601-4315 

 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar, Pete Whiting 
248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday - Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.  Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday at 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday at 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.  
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday at  9:00 a.m.  -  Rosary before Mass 

Holy Days: 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 p.m. 


