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WITHOUT RESPECT FOR LIFE 
THERE IS NO PEACE 

 

October is Respect Life Month and it’s what 
Catholics are encouraged to do every day – respect life – all 
of human life. 
 This call to respect the dignity of human life grows 
more urgent each year.  Pick up any newspaper or 
magazine, watch any newscast, and it quickly becomes 
obvious that there is a terrible disregard for life 
everywhere.  What could ever make someone strap a bomb 
on their chest, stand in a crowded bus or market place and 
destroy innocent men, women, and children?  What could 
ever motivate anyone to force airplanes filled with people 
into the World Trade Center towers on September 11, 
2001? 
 Violence.  There is so much of it today, and at the core 
of all of it is a lack of respect for the value and right to life 
of every single human person.  This is the “culture of death” 
that finds solutions in the shedding of blood.  As Christians 
we must reject it wholeheartedly. 
 In a recent statement issued by the Society of Jesus 
(the Jesuits) they declared: “The most fundamental building 
block of a just social order is respect for life.  Until men and 
women individually and collectively make a profound 
commitment to the value and dignity of all human life, we 
will never find the true peace, justice and reconciliation 
God desires for us.” 
 As Catholics we can make such a commitment to life 
because we believe in, and place our faith in, one person 
above all others.  In Jesus we are drawn into the mystery of 
the incarnation.  In Jesus God takes our human flesh, our 
life of conception, birth, maturation and death takes on a 
dignity and sacredness which should be honored.  Never 
violated. 
 When we stand up for the dignity of each and every 
human person and work for a “culture of life” we place 
ourselves in solidarity with every human person.  At the top 
of the list must be the most vulnerable of all, the unborn.  
We need to be their voice and never forget the words of 
the prophet Jeremiah: “Before I formed you in the womb, I 
knew you, and before you were born, I consecrated 
you” (Jeremiah 1:5).  The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
spells out this conviction clearly: “from the first moment of 
existence, a human being must be recognized as having the 
rights of a person, among which is the inviolate right of 
every innocent being to life” (n.2270). 

A NOTE FROM  
OUR PASTOR 

 Respect Life Month reminds us that every human life, 
no matter how small or young, weak, diseased, frail or 
despised, possesses infinite value.  That extends from the 
unborn to the person with cancer, the suffering, elderly, 
the “enemy” in the Middle East, convicted prisoners on 
death row, and everyone in between.  In our weakest 
moments we may want to exclude this one or that one, but 
Jesus says “no.” 
 It’s a tough gospel, this gospel of life.  But if we don’t 
embrace it, and live it, will the world ever move from a 
culture of death into a culture of life? 
 On Monday, October 8th, I will observe my 41st  
anniversary of priestly ordination.  I ask that you keep me in 
prayer, and all the priests of the Archdiocese.  Please be 
assured, too, that I will remember you in the prayers and 
Masses of this week. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 

 
 
 
 

 Happy Anniversary  
  Monsignor Tom 
 
 
 

 

On October 8, 1977, Monsignor Tom Rice was ordained a 
priest for the Archdiocese of Detroit.  We congratulate 

you, Father Tom, as you celebrate your  
41st Anniversary of Ordination. 

 

TO MONSIGNOR TOM AS WE CELEBRATE WITH YOU 
 

Thank you for 41 years in priestly ministry 
 

Thank you for pastoring St. Thomas More Parish 
 

Thank you for challenging us to a Christian world vision 
 

Thank you for the dignity, honor, and respect you give to 
     each person 
 

Thank you for your compassion and generosity 
 

Thank you for preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ for us 
     and for so many others 
 

Thank you for being a part of our Parish and community 
 

Your courage and kindness reaches out to all! 
 

         St. Thomas More Parish 
         Community and Staff 
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PRAYER INTENTIONS 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  October 6 
  4:30p  For the People of St. Thomas More 
 

Sunday  October 7 
  7:30a  Helen Jeziorski—19th Anniversary 
 

  9:30a  Louis Fontana—19th Anniversary 
 

11:30a  Helen Albert—40th Day Remembrance 
   James F. Dunleavy 
   John Dunleavy, Jr. 
   Thomas Rybak— 20th Anniversary 
 

Tuesday  October 9 
  9:00a  Dan Byrne, Sr.—Anniversary 
 

Wednesday October 10 
  9:00a  Joyce Herula—2nd Anniversary 
   Jim Muller—Birthday Remembrance 
Thursday  October 11 
  9:00a  For the poor and the homeless 
 

Saturday  October 13 
  4:30p  Kyle McCormick 
 

Sunday  October 14 
  7:30a  For the People of St. Thomas More 
 

  9:30a  Bud Black—1st Anniversary 
   Jack Noel 
 

11:30a  For those discerning a Religious Vocation 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Eilleen Dunlop—wife of Bill Dunlop 
†  Kyle McCormick 

†  Fr. Thomas W. Rieden, OSFS 

†  Deacon Rafael Rivera 

Helen Bendel 
Rosanne Bishop 

Norm Cicone 
Chris Crocker 

Nancy Fountas 

Matt Gumbel 
Delphine Knowles 

Carol Simmons 
Helen Walczak 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

Capt. Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Lt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
Capt. Chip Evans 
Spc. Evan K. Fowler 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 

M1st Class Megan Jamison 
1st Lt. Paul F. Kramarz  
PFC. Lane Luyckx 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Spc. Carl Voag 
ENS. Adam Weisgerber 

             October is National Pregnancy and  
   Infant Loss Awareness Month 

 

     Come join us in prayer on October 14 at 
           11:00am at the Cathedral of the  

Most Blessed Sacrament to support those desiring a baby 
and remembering those who have been lost. 

 

At the service: 
 A blessing will be given to married couples who desire 
  a baby 
 A prayer will be offered for families who have lost a 

pregnancy, infant, baby, or child 
 

RSVP and tell us: 
 If you would like a blessing for desiring a pregnancy 
 The name of the baby, infant, or child who died 
 
 
 

RSVP to pregnancymass@aod.org  
or 313-237-4679 

Congratulations to the new member of God’s 
family, who was welcomed into the Catholic 
Church through the waters of Baptism on    
       September 22, 2018 
 

 †  Diego Daniel Michalco 
Son of Pablo and TiaMarie (Brill) Michalco 

 
 

May God bless and keep this little one safe in  
His tender love and  mercy. 

Respect Life Month 
 

Heavenly Father, the beauty and dignity of human life 
was the crowning of your creation. You further ennobled 
that life when your Son became one with us in his 
incarnation. Help us to realize the sacredness of human 
life and to respect it from the moment of conception until 
the last moment at death. Give us courage to speak with 
truth and love and with conviction in defense of life. Help 
us to extend the gentle hand of mercy and forgiveness to 
those who do not reverence your gift of life. To all, grant 
pardon for the times we have failed to be grateful for your 
precious gift of life or to respect it in others. We ask this 
in Jesus' Name.  Amen. 
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Readings for the Week of October 7, 2018 
 

Sunday Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Gn 2:18-24; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6; Heb 2:9-11; 
 Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12 
 

Monday Gal 1:6-12; Ps 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9, 10c;  
 Lk 10:25-37 
 

Tuesday Saint Denis, Bishop, and Companions, 
 Martyrs; Saint John Leonardi, Priest 
 Gal 1:13-24; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15; 
 Lk 10:38-42 
 

Wednesday Gal 2:1-2, 7-14; Ps 117:1bc-2; Lk 11:1-4 
 

Thursday Saint John XXIII, Pope 

 Gal 3:1-5; Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75; Lk 11:5-13 
 

Friday Gal 3:7-14; Ps 111:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 11:15-26 
 

Saturday Gal 3:22-29; Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Lk 11:27-28 
 

Sunday Twenty Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Wis 7:7-11; Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17; 
 Heb 4:12-13; Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-27 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME —OCTOBER 13 & 14 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 7:30 AM Sunday 9:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Christopher Stark 

Fr. Joseph Grimaldi 
Christopher Stark 

Fr. Joseph Grimaldi 
Michael Stach 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

COMMENTATOR Cindy Hansen NOT FILLED Bridget Kavanaugh John Hannigan 

LECTOR Brett Houpt Joe Widina Craig Como Joan Reddy 

SERVERS Jake Foley 
Leo Foley 
Samantha Foley 

Christine Temple Sam Hern 
Isela Mulcahy 
Noah Tanguay 

Rory Knauss 
Veronica Kuzdowicz 
James Wood 

USHERS Carol Glowacki 
Jim Hager 
Dan McKay 
Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 

John Gielniak 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemak 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski  
Ron Wlosinski 

Norm Cicone 
Jim Duhart 
Gerry Gostomski 
George Halter 
Andy Olson 
Jim Ward 
Greg Wise 

Zach Azzam 
Frank Biondo 
Marv Olane 
Mark Parent 
Richard Schmitz 
Mike Tauscher  

RECEPTIONISTS Anne McAtee Mary Jo Luyckx Nancy White Judith Parrott 

WORSHIP 

 
 
 

The Contemporary Ensemble Rehearsals have been 
moved to Tuesday’s at 6:00pm 

Sunday, October 7 after 11:30 AM Mass  
Ending with Vespers at 6 PM 

To help assure that at least two people are present at all 

times please sign up for a specific time at the information 

counter. 

Each moment that you spend in His Eucharistic 
Presence will increase his divine life within you and 
deepen your personal relationship and friendship 
with him. 
 

I am the vine and you are the branches.  Whoever 
remains in me and I in him shall bear much fruit 

because without me,  
you can do nothing.  (John 15:5) 

Eucharistic Ministers are needed for all Masses 

Thank you for serving at St. Thomas More Parish 
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Conversation with Catholic men… 
Join the discussion! 

 

Monday, October 8 @ 7:00pm 
Church Conference Room 

 

(Sacristy Hallway as you enter the Sanctuary) 

IN OUR PARISH 
 

THERE WILL BE NO COFFEE AND CONVERSATION 
NEXT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14th. 

See you on the 21st! 

 
 

 
 
 

All children 3rd through 8th grades are welcome to sing at 
the 4:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass.  To sign up, please call the 
Faith Formation Office at 248-647-4680 by October 8th. 

 
 

Rehearsals will be on Thursday’s, 6:30 to 7:15pm: 
October 11 and 25, November 8 and 29 

December 6 and 20 
 
 

Please contact Josylin Mateus, DRE, at 
josylin@stmoffice.com for more information 

 THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

 Weekday Masses, 9:00am 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
 (Rosary before Mass) 
 

 Monday, October 8 
 Grief Support Group, 6:30p 
 Parish Council Meeting, 7p 
 The MEN of STM, 7p 
 

 Tuesday, October 9 
 Christian Service Meeting, 9:45a 
 Contemporary Choir Rehearsal, 6p 
 RCIA Meeting, 6:30p 
 Bible Study, 7p 
 Worship Commission, 7p 
 

 Wednesday, October 10 
 Stewardship Meeting, 6p 
 Walking with Purpose, 7p 
 

 Thursday, October 11 
 Walking with Purpose, 10a 
 Children’s Christmas Choir, 6:30p 
 Choir Rehearsal, 7p 
 SVdP Meeting, 7p 
 Evangelization Meeting, 7p 
 

 Friday, October 12 
 Movie Night, 7p 
 

 Saturday, October 13 
 SVdP Bike Drive,  
 

 Sunday, October 14 
 SVdP Bike Drive 
  Catechesis of the Good Shepherd—8:15a, 9:30a 
 Faith Formation Program, 8-11:30a; 6:30-8:30p 
 Sharing Christ Program, 6:30p 

 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
 

The pageant will be performed during the 4:00pm Mass 
on Christmas Eve.  5th Graders will be eligible for the 
Mary and Joseph roles. 
 

Parents with Kindergarten-5th Grade, please join us for 
an informational meeting on Sunday, December 2nd at 
10:45am. 
 

Please contact Shauna Haras with additional questions at 
shaunaharas@yahoo.com. 

 
 

      STM BOOK CLUB 
  
 

The St Thomas More Book Club will meet Tuesday 10/16 at 
10 AM in Room 2 to discuss the October 
selection, Masquerade, by William X Kienzle.  This 1990 
novel by the author of The Rosary Murders and other 
murder mysteries, takes place at Detroit's Marygrove 
College.  At a writer's seminar described as: "A Seminar 
Workshop on the Role of Religion in Murder 
Mysteries" there is - surprise - a murder!  One attendee,  
Fr. Robert Koesler, priest/sleuth digs in to help solve the 
crime.  Please join us for the discussion. 

mailto:bjfoos@gmail.com
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FAITH FORMATION 

If you haven’t made it to a STMYG meeting 
yet, you are missing out, and we are 
missing YOU! We have an amazing group of 
high school students this year, and we have 
some awesome things planned. If you 
haven’t made it yet, don’t worry, it is never 

too late to stop in and be a part of STMYG. All are welcome. As a 
reminder, STMYG meets every Sunday from 7:00– 8:15 PM. Next 
meeting is this Sunday, October 7th in the Social Hall. 
 
If you haven’t signed up for the retreat on Sunday, October 28 
from 5 - 9 pm at St. Thomas More the costs is $25 and due by 
Oct. 14.  It is a great experience that went really well last year, 
and it can bring us all closer together in our faith. 

For more information contact stmygroup@gmail.com. 

St. Thomas More 

Are you or someone you know 
interested in learning more about the 
Catholic Church, growing your faith life, 
meeting others on the journey of faith, 
supporting others as they prepare for 

baptism or just coming to see? 
  

We would love for you to join us!  We meet Tuesday 
evenings at 6:30 pm in Room 1.  We start off with dinner, 
so come hungry.  No need to RSVP, just drop in any time. 
The topics for the upcoming gatherings are listed below. 
  
 Oct 9 - Deposit of Faith (Scripture and Tradition) How 

do you look up passages in the Bible? 
 Oct 16 - God’s Covenant 

 What does salvation history have to do with us? 

 Oct 23 -  Communion of Saints /Why be holy? 

Direct questions to Josylin@stmoffice.com 

 

Welcome to a new faith formation year! Last Sunday was our first 
day back and I’d like to thank parents for being there with their 
students. The parish theme for the year is Becoming the Saint 
Next Door.  We learned that a saint is someone who is holy and 
virtuous, and who allows the Holy Spirit to guide them in all 
things.  As baptized Christians we are called to strive to be saints 
because our world needs God.  What we do and witness to 
others can help them achieve what we are all meant for—
heaven.  We have to be intentional about being on the road to 
sanctity.  Being holy is the way to eternal life. Even if we were to 
live to be 100 years old, that is but a brief moment compared to 
what is in store for us at the end of this worldly life. 
  
We prepare for many things: a test, Super Bowl Sunday, 
retirement, vacations, etc., but are we preparing for heaven?  I 
recommend a great book on this topic called A Travel Guide to 
Heaven by Anthony DeStefano.  I asked the students on Sunday, 
“What are some things we can do to help us be holy?”  Here are 
some answers from the students:  “Don’t be a bully,” “help 
others,” and a second grader said, “Go to Mass.” I almost jumped 
for joy. 
  
Please keep the faith formation program, our students, parents, 
catechists and staff in your prayer as we journey in faith together. 
  
Yours in Christ, 
Josylin Fermin Mateus 
Faith Formation Director 

NOTES AND NEWS 

FAITH  FORMATION NEW OFFICE HOURS 
Sunday  8:00am-11:30am 
Monday 9:00am-5:00pm 
Tuesday 9:00am– 5:00pm 

Wednesday 9:00am– 5:00pm 
Thursday 9:00am– 5:00pm 

Friday  and Saturday-  Closed 

Absence Policy Reminder -  If your Faith Formation child is 
going to be absent please email your child’s teacher.  Their 
email can be found on the Catechist Contact Sheet from 
the 1st day of class.  In order for students to complete the 
Faith Formation year, they can not miss more than 5 
classes.  It is expected that the students make up the work 
when absent. 

The classes are set and the rosters are complete, 
however we have one 7th grade class with nine 
students and NO catechist at 7:00 p.m. We need YOU! 
Don't worry if you are not experienced, you will receive 
lesson plans, training, and support throughout the 

year.  Please call the faith formation office at 248-647-4680. 
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

DONATE YOUR USED ADULT BICYCLES 
 

St. Thomas More parishioners can once again come to the 
aid of those without transportation.  On the weekend of 
October 13 & 14 during Mass times, we will be collecting 
used bikes.  The need is for adult men’s and women’s 
bicycles.  The collection point will once again be to the east 
of the rectory, near the north driveway and the garage on 
the north side of the church.  Please drop off any bicycles 
you can donate!  The bicycles can be in less than perfect 
condition.  Bicycle helmets and locks are also greatly 
appreciated! Thank you for your generosity. God bless you! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
to donate Blood on Wednesday, October 24 

12:00-6:00pm in the Social Hall 
 

Please volunteer to be a donor at the STM American Red 
Cross Blood Drive.  To sign-up to be a Donor: 
 Visit www.redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code -

stthomasmore                   OR 
 Sign up on the schedule at the Information Counter. 
 

For more information, call Chris Reynaert at 248-645-2663.  
For more information about using the American Red Cross 
online sign-up process, please contact Bridget McCormick 
at 313.549.7017 or bridget.mccormick@redcross.org. 

 
 
 
 
 

OCTOBER 20 IS THIRD ANNUAL  
MERCY IN ACTION DAY 

 

"Effective witness to Jesus has these attractive qualities: joy, 
hospitality and generous service to the poor and the 
marginalized.” - Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron,  
       Unleash the Gospel 
 

The date of October 20 has been set for the third annual 
Mercy in Action Day.  Catholic Charities of Southeast 
Michigan (CCSEM) organized the first-ever Mercy in Action 
event in 2016 during the Year of Mercy designated by Pope 
Francis.  The event involves Catholic parishes throughout 
the six-county region of the Archdiocese of Detroit 
mobilizing to perform acts of service in their local 
communities and neighborhoods.  
 

Mercy in Action 
Mercy in Action is a regional day of service in support of our 
neighbors in need.  Join us to give unified witness to living 
out the corporal and spiritual works of Mercy through local 
service projects. 
 

Some of the service opportunities this year will include: 
 

   Soup kitchens 
   Clothing drives 
   Community gardens 
   Cemetery cleanup 
   Other service opportunities in the  
   Archdiocese 
 
 

*Must be 12 years old or older to participate. 
 

If anyone from St. Thomas More Parish would like to get 
involved in the 2018 Mercy in Action activities, please 
contact one of the regional organizers for our Vicariate: 
 

George Krinke from St. Mary Church in Royal Oak at 
gkrinke@stfabian.org  

 

Sue Crudgington from St. Fabian in Farmington Hills at 
scrudgington@stfabian.org , 248-553-4610 ext 254 

 

Deacon Michael Stach 

This Saturday & Sunday 
 

Knight’s Of Columbus Tootsie Roll Drive 
 

SVdP Fall Clothing Drive 
 

SVdP First of the Month Collection 

Giving Thanks With Grocery Gift Cards  
  

Every year at Thanksgiving the parishioners of St. Thomas 
More generously assist those in need.  Last year the grocery 
gift card program was a huge success so this year the 
Christian Service Commission decided that we would 
continue to meet the needs of those we serve, by asking for 
gift cards in lieu of food donations. 
  

The gift cards should be from Kroger, Meijer, or Hollywood 
Market.  The preferred denomination is $25.  If you wish to 
give cash or a check, please note on the envelope or on the 
check that it is a Thanksgiving Basket donation. 
  

Your generosity will assist needy families at Morse 
Elementary School in Troy, as well as families helped by our 
own St Vincent dePaul Conference.  The collection will 
begin the weekend of October 20/21 and continue through 
the weekend of November 10/11.  Please use the donation 
box by the Thanksgiving display in the Gathering Area or 
leave your donation at the Parish Office.  For 
questions, please contact the Parish Office. 
  

Thank you for your continued support of 
those less fortunate in our community. 

http://www.redcrossblood.org
mailto:gkrinke@stfabian.org
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STEWARDSHIP 
TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE 

EVANGELIZATION 
UNLEASH THE GOSPEL 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 6 & 7 

 

In the framework of the reading from the Letter to the 
Hebrews: … for whom and through whom all things exist 
through God, today’s Scripture readings from the Book of 
Genesis and St. Mark’s Gospel promote the common 
theme of sacred marriage. In the Gospel, Jesus, referencing 
Genesis, proclaims, God made them male and female. For 
this reason, a man shall leave his father and mother and be 
joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. It is 
clear from these Scripture readings that God’s blessing of 
marriage is the union between one man and one woman. 
This is God’s teaching on Christian marriage. It is this 
Scriptural Truth, this Church teaching, that faithful 
stewards must embrace to counter secular society’s law, 
which professes a false image of marriage. In this Truth, the 
sacrament of Matrimony accomplishes its full Christian 
meaning and potential by strengthening husbands and 
wives to love and serve the Lord and one another. To 
enhance your marriage, consider attending a Marriage 
Enrichment Series or a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
weekend. 
 

Mark your calendars for the annual Ministry Fair on the 

weekend of November 3-4.  The various commissions and 

committees of St. Thomas More will be setting up display 

tables to share the services they provide to our church 

community and how you may help.  The event will take 

place after the Saturday night and Sunday morning Masses.  

Please make a note to attend.  We need you to ensure the 

success of our parish. 

THE SAINTS NEXT DOOR 
by John Hannigan 

 

Last week Jo Mateus, the STM Director of Religious 
Education, welcomed students and parents to a new year in 
Faith Formation classes. She welcomed adults participating 
in parish faith enrichment programs.  She also introduced a 
wonderful theme for all Faith Formation activities in the 
parish for 2018-2019: 
 

Becoming the Saint Next Door 
 

Pope Francis wrote about “the saint next door” in his 
Apostolic Letter Gaudete et Exsultate (“Rejoice and be 
Glad”). Francis wants us to notice the saints all around us 
who live virtuously, who, as St. Mother Teresa put it, “do 
ordinary things with extraordinary love.” Francis also 
reminds us that we are all called by the Lord to be saints: 
“Be holy, for I am holy.”   
 

Face it. We don’t see ourselves as saints. We know our 
faults. Even trying to be holy may embarrass us. I 
remember when a kid seen trying to be good was ridiculed. 
Calling virtuous boys and girls “boy scouts” or “miss goody 
two-shoes” were insults. That has not changed. The 
pressure is even greater today for children and adults when 
sin and immorality are celebrated in movies and on TV.     
 

The world needs saints. The Church needs saints. Our 
parish, community and families need us to be saints. We 
need to be saints to get to heaven. As Catholic apologist 
Patrick Coffin puts it, “What else is there?”  
 

A key Guidepost in Unleash the Gospel is attraction. We 
draw our family, co-workers and next-door neighbors to 
Christ by effective witness to Jesus that radiates the 
attractive qualities of joy, hospitality and generosity. But 
Pope Francis wrote that “holiness is the most attractive 
face of the Church.”  
 

Let’s approach this year with an openness to answering the 
call to holiness, to striving with vigor and courage to 
becoming the saint next door. Over the next few weeks, in 
anticipation of the Feast of All Saints, I will write more 
about holiness, about looking to saints as models, and 
asking them to pray for us. Let me know who your favorite 
saints are. And we all have a neighbor who lived “next 
door” in Detroit and is getting close: Blessed Solanus Casey, 
pray for us. 
 

Please send comments, questions or criticisms to: 
UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

We received a good response to the 
Gallup survey and want to thank 
everyone for taking the time to fill it 
out.  We plan to do a preliminary 
review of the data when we receive 
the analysis back from Gallup and 
then conduct Brainstorming 
sessions in January after the 
holidays to look at ways to help the 
parish minister better based on the 

results of the survey and in agreement with "Unleashing 
the Gospel."  
 

Thanks again for your input, we believe it will be invaluable 
in moving forward, and look for more communication on 
this in the coming months! 

mailto:UnleashSTM@gmail.com
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September Offertory Report 

 

Monthly Goal  ($16,680 x 5)    $83,400 
Monthly Envelope Total     $55,356 
Monthly Loose Donations      $5,501 
September E-giving Donations     $4,420 
Monthly Overage/(Shortfall)   ($18,123) 
 

FISCAL YEAR TOTALS  
Offertory Budget to Date                         $224,053 
Actual Offertory Received YTD                $194,570 
Over/Under For Fiscal Year 2018-19      ($29,483) 
 

Weekly Offertory Received     Envelopes Received 
September 2     $12,753   225 
September 9     $13,586   236 
September 16     $11,333   239 
September 23     $10,285   222 
September 30     $11,925   240 
Received via mail         $975        4 
        $60,857 
 

Envelopes Issued in September                1391 
Electronic Contributors               35 

Alumni Gathering 
Holy Name Catholic School 
Celebrating Our School Family  

of 90 Years 

                  Sunday, October 14th, 12:00pm 
                      680 Harmon, Birmingham, MI 48009 

                 248.644.2722/www.school.hnchurch.org 
 

                 Mass at Noon, School Tour,  
               Reception in the School Gym.   

Priestly Vocations: Discernment Overnight 
October 19-20 

 

A Discernment Overnight offers a young high school man 
(Freshman-Junior in high school) a unique opportunity to 
experience the seminary and learn about the priesthood. 
There’s no better way to explore life in the seminary than 
hearing it from a current seminarian! You’ll experience 
engaging presentations, prayer, good food and recreation.  
There is also time for quiet reflection. Take the “leap of 
faith” and consider an Overnight visit at Sacred Heart Major 
Seminary so you can better discern your vocation.  For 
more information or to register visit detroitpriest.com 

   27th Annual SOUPERBOWL 
Benefiting the Capuchin Soup Kitchen 

     Sunday, October 14, 2018  
       Noon—7:00pm—$25.00 Donation 
           Children 12 and under Free  

 

Century Banquet Center (American Polish Century Club 
33204 Maple Lane Drive (14 Mile & Hoover) 

Sterling Heights, MI 48312 
 

Blessed Solanus Casey Collector’s Soup Bowl included 
with Admission.  Proceeds to The Capuchin Soup Kitchen 

 

Delicious Soups & Breads, Dessert Bar Donated by Detroit 
Area’s Finest Restaurants and Bakeries. Music, Dancing, 

Prizes, Raffles, Cash Bar 
 

For Additional Information Please Contact:  
Paul Gowdy: 586 573-4121 or Mary Ochab: 586 751-3575 

PATHWAYS TO PEACE 
By Deacon Christopher Stark 

 

Recently I was introduced to the works of the 
contemporary poet, Mary Oliver.  Here's one that I 
discovered... 
 

"Some instructions for living a life.  Pay attention. Be 
astonished.  Tell about it." 
 

When you give some thought to the realities of life, there's 
a lot more to living, than there is to simply being alive. Jesus 
said that He "came that we may have life...and have it 
abundantly."  What is it that we are able to have in 
abundance?  Money, power, prestige?  Trophies, plaques, 
and memorials?  Are these the stuff that gives us an 
abundant life?... 
 

Mary Oliver says, "Pay attention."  What are we to observe?  
Is it a call to be on guard and watch-out for our stuff; or is it 
an invitation to be 'present' to the people and experiences 
that we take in and absorb as the result of "living?!" 
 

When we think outside of ourselves and beyond our 
personal wants and things… When we consider that which, 
and those whom we have before us...we can become 
wrapped in awe...we ARE astonished!  What a blessing... 
what unmerited grace!  God is so good to us.  He's good in 
the seemingly trivial and mundane.  From the very simplest 
of things to staggering revelations, alike.  Attention draws 
us to astonishment. 
 

Astonishment - by its nature - invites us to share with 
others what we find so fascinating.  'Tell about it.' 
 

Want to LIVE a life?  Pay attention, be astonished...and tell 
about it! 
 

So... what is it that you want to say? 
 

Peace 
Deacon Chris 

IN AND AROUND OUR PARISH 



PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Monsignor Michael Dylag 

Fr. Gerry Pehler, OFM Cap. 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Christopher Stark, Deacon 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 

 
WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 
248-647-2222  x 5555 

dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444 
bjfoos@gmail.com 

 
PARISH OFFICE  

Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 
248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

Eva Ashor, Bookkeeper  
248-647-2222 x 3333 

bookkeeper@stmoffice.com 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
Josylin Mateus, Director 

248-647-4680  
josylin@stmoffice.com 

 

Angela Seba, Secretary 
248-647-4680 

angela@stmoffice.com 
 

Sandi Gardner, Section Head 
248-647-4680 

sandi@stmoffice.com 
 

Patrick O’Brien, Youth Minister 
pobrien@catholiccentral.net 

 

COUNSELING AND SUPPORT 
Andrea Harral, Therapist 

Home Office 248-601-4315 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 

stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 
 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar, Pete Whiting 
248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday - Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.  Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday at 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday at 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.  
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday at  9:00 a.m.  -  Rosary before Mass 

Holy Days: 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 p.m. 

mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

