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CSA SUCCESS 
 

 I am pleased to report that our parish community at 
St. Thomas More has achieved success in this year’s 
Catholic Services Appeal.  Our goal was $200,000 and as of 
this writing 717 parishioners have pledged/contributed a 
total of $205,048.  This is very good news and I want to 
sincerely thank all parishioners who contributed to CSA 
2018.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated and may God 
bless you for it! 
 

 I hope you are enjoying these beautiful Autumn days.  I 
am not even thinking of winter but thanking God for His 
wonderful display of the beauty of His creation.  Enjoy 
every moment and lets pray for one another. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 

A NOTE FROM  
OUR PASTOR 

PATHWAYS TO PEACE 
By Deacon Christopher Start 

What happens to us when we experience 
heartbreak?  Profound disappointment in ourselves, in 
another or others, or in the circumstances that we face. The 
trauma of heartbreak can provoke intense feelings of 
sadness and anger; which are a very real and authentic 
human response to circumstances that cause us to feel such 
intense pain and loss.  I have known heartbreak in my life. I 
am confident that I have been the cause of heartbreak in 
others, as well. It's a messy thing trying to muddle through 
life sometimes. We're called to be Christian in how we act 
and speak toward one another... but we are often hard-
wired to be selfish. We fall short ourselves of the very 
standard that we expect others to live up to.  We demand 
justice, without any consideration of mercy. "It's the way of 
the world." 
 

It's OK to be heartbroken from time to time. It means that 
we have ventured outside of ourselves. We've connected 
with something or someone that gives our experiences and 
moments together a sense of meaning. I know that I have 
learned from my heartbreaks...I learned who I didn't want 
to be, and as a result I have grown from these unwanted 
and unpleasant experiences. Those times where I was 
hurt... and from those times that I was less than the person 
that I would have hoped to be. Whether heartbroken or the 
heartbreaker doesn't always necessarily matter...  When 
heartbreak comes - everyone suffers. 
 

It's the suffering itself that promotes the growth that we 
can experience as a result. So long as we do not allow 
discouragement to take root within us. Pain, numbness, 
and anger... yes they're a part of the experience. It's 
discouragement that we are to leave behind. To not let 
discouragement to enter into the equation.  
 

In all things...God is looking out for us. In all things, He is 
working to help us to grow. To live, and to believe, and be 
greater than we consider ourselves capable of becoming. 
Each of us is a work in progress. Be at peace at knowing 
that God has our best interest in mind in all that we endure 
in this life.  Be at peace in discovering that through life's 
trials - God is enabling us to better prepare ourselves for 
what lies ahead in this life, and in the life to come. 
 

Peace 
 

Deacon Chris 

OCTOBER 20th IS THIRD ANNUAL 
MERCY IN ACTION DAY 

 

The date of October 20th has been set for the third annual 
Mercy in Action Day.  Catholic Charities of Southeast 
Michigan (CCSEM) organized the first-ever Mercy in Action 
event in 2016 during the Year of Mercy designated by Pope 
Francis.  The event involves Catholic parishes throughout 
the six-county region of the Archdiocese of Detroit 
mobilizing to perform acts of service in their local 
communities and neighborhoods.  

Mercy in Action 
Mercy in Action is a regional day of service in support of our 
neighbors in need.  Join us to give unified witness to living 
out the corporal and spiritual works of Mercy through local 
service projects. 

Some of the service opportunities this year will include: 
 

   Soup kitchens 
   Clothing drives 
   Community gardens 
   Cemetery cleanup 
   Other service opportunities the 
     Archdiocese 

 

* Must be 12 years old or older to participate 
 

If anyone from St. Thomas More Parish would like to get 
involved in the 2018 Mercy in Action activities, please 
contact one of the regional organizers for our Vicariate: 

George Krinke at 248-547-1818 ext. 205 
Sue Crudgington at 248-553-4610 ext. 254 

 

      Deacon Michael Stach 
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     Eilleen Anne Dunlop 
 

              Died on October 3, 2018 
        Buried from St. Thomas More 
                  On October 8, 2018 
 

           Eternal rest grant unto her 
        O Lord and let perpetual light  
       shine upon her.  Amen. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  October 13 
  4:30p  Kyle McCormick 
 

Sunday  October 14 
  7:30a  For the People of St. Thomas More 
 

  9:30a  Bud Black—1st Anniversary 
   Jack Noel 
   Special Intention 
 

11:30a  Teresa Jadwiga Giera 
   Teresa Szawdynska 
 

Tuesday  October 16 
  9:00a  For the lonely and forgotten 
 

Wednesday October 17 
  9:00a  For those discerning a Religious Vocation 
 

Thursday  October 18 
  9:00a  Dave & Rosemary Leonard—Special Intention 
 

Saturday  October 20 
  4:30p  Jacinta Grooms—Birthday Remembrance 
   Barbara McKay—15th Anniversary 
   Carol Wrobel—Birthday Celebration 
 

Sunday  October 21 
  7:30a  For the People of St. Thomas More 
 

  9:30a  Wanda Kaptur—25th Anniversary 
 

11:30a  For World Mission Sunday 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 
 

 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Eilleen Dunlop—wife of Bill Dunlop 
†  Nancy Fountas—mother of Mary Beshara 

†  Jacqueline Fredrickson—wife of Dave Fredrickson 
†  Fr. Thomas W. Rieden, OSFS 

†  Deacon Rafael Rivera 

Rosanne Bishop 
Norm Cicone 
Chris Crocker 
Fred Drygalski 

Matt Gumbel 
John Olechowski  
Carol Simmons 
Helen Walczak 

 
 
 
 
 

The St. Thomas More Intercessory Prayer Service is 
Wednesday, October 17 at 7:00 pm. 

 

Please join us to pray for intentions submitted by our 
parish members and for your own personal intentions. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We the Christian Community of St. Thomas More, in an 
atmosphere of hospitality, are dedicated to proclaiming  
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ through 
excellence in worship, education, and service to others. 

 

We believe that the nurturing of the community around the 
Eucharistic Table is extended through gatherings which 
further strengthen and support us.  We shall pursue this 

mission faithfully through the power of the Holy Spirit and 
the gifts and talents of our members. 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Lt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
Capt. Chip Evans 
Spc. Evan K. Fowler 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 

M1st Class Megan Jamison 
1st Lt. Paul F. Kramarz  
PFC. Lane Luyckx 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Spc. Carl Voag 
ENS. Adam Weisgerber 

 

     Jacqueline Fredrickson 
 

              Died on October 8, 2018 
        Buried from St. Thomas More 
                  On October 12, 2018 
 

           Eternal rest grant unto her 
        O Lord and let perpetual light  
       shine upon her.  Amen. 
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Readings for the Week of October 14, 2018 
 

Sunday Twenty Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Wis 7:7-11; Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17; 
 Heb 4:12-13; Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-27 
Monday Saint Teresa of Jesus, Virgin and Doctor 
 of the Church 
 Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31—5:1; Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 
 5a & 6-7; Lk 11:29-32 
Tuesday Saint Hedwig, Religious; Saint Margaret 
 Mary Alacoque, Virgin 
 Gal 5:1-6; Ps 119:41, 43, 44, 45, 47, 48; 
 Lk 11:37-41 
Wednesday Saint Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr 
 Gal 5:18-25; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 & 6; Lk 11:42-46 
Thursday Saint Luke, Evangelist 
 2 Tm 4:10-17b; Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18; 
 Lk 10:1-9 
Friday Saints John de Brébeuf and Isaac Jogues, 
 Priests, and Companions, Martyrs 
 Eph 1:11-14; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 12-13; Lk 12:1-7 
Saturday Saint Paul of the Cross, Priest 
 Eph 1:15-23; Ps 8:2-3ab, 4-5, 6-7; Lk 12:8-12 
Sunday Twenty Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 53:10-11; Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22; 
 Heb 4:14-16; Mk 10:35-45 or 10:42-45 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME —OCTOBER 20 & 21 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 7:30 AM Sunday 9:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

Fr. Robert Spezia 
Christopher Stark 

Fr. Robert Spezia 
Christopher Stark 

COMMENTATOR Phil Kotwick Joe Widina Dan Parente Sue Kator 

LECTOR Emma Kotwick George Seroka Keith Knauss Chris Mann 

SERVERS Sally Craig 
Amy Surowiec 
Sydni Wood 

Christine Temple Isela Mulcahy 
Lucie Rosati 
Anna Schultz 

Duarte Bobone 
Claire DePorre 
Gabriela Romero-Perez 

USHERS Carol Glowacki 
Jim Hager 
Dan McKay 
Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 

John Gielniak 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemak 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski  
Ron Wlosinski 

Norm Cicone 
Jim Duhart 
Gerry Gostomski 
George Halter 
Andy Olson 
Jim Ward 
Greg Wise 

Zach Azzam 
Frank Biondo 
Marv Olane 
Mark Parent 
Richard Schmitz 
Mike Tauscher  

MASS COORD. Carol Glowacki Larry Jeziorski Melinda Prucha Tom Calnen 

RECEPTIONISTS Joy Callaway Arlene Marcy Jean Dasch Joanne Brown 

WORSHIP 

 
 
 
 

The Contemporary Ensemble Rehearsals have been 
moved to Tuesday’s at 6:00pm 

 
 

 
 
 

All children 3rd through 8th grades are welcome to sing at 
the 4:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass.  To sign up, please call 
the Faith Formation Office at 248-647-4680 by October 8th. 

 
 

Rehearsals will be on Thursday’s, 6:30 to 7:15pm: 
October 11 and 25, November 8 and 29 

December 6 and 20 
 
 

Please contact Josylin Mateus, DRE, at 
josylin@stmoffice.com for more information 

Eucharistic Ministers are needed for all Masses 

Thank you for serving at St. Thomas More Parish 

mailto:bjfoos@gmail.com
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Conversation with Catholic men… 
Join the discussion! 

 

Monday, October 22 @ 7:00pm 
Church Conference Room 

 

(Sacristy Hallway as you enter the Sanctuary) 

PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 

         LOVE TO PLAY  EUCHRE??  
    LOVE TO WIN MONEY?? 
 

   Join us on Friday, October 26  

       at 7:00pm in Room 2 to play 

Euchre with your fellow parishioners. 
 

RSVP to stmhospitality@gmail.com 

$5.00 to play 
 

BEGINNERS WELCOME!! 

 

THERE WILL BE NO COFFEE AND CONVERSATION 
THIS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14th. 

 

See you on the 21st! 

 THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

 Weekday Masses, 9:00am 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
 (Rosary before Mass) 
 

 Monday, October 15 
 Grief Support Group, 6:30p 
 

 Tuesday, October 16 
 Contemporary Choir Rehearsal, 6p 
 RCIA Meeting, 6:30p 
 Bible Study, 7p 
 

 Wednesday, October 17 
 Stewardship Meeting, 6p 
 Walking with Purpose, 7p 
 Intercessory Prayer Service, 7p 
 

 Thursday, October 18 
 Walking with Purpose, 10a 
 Choir Rehearsal, 7p 
 

 Saturday, October 20 
 Thanksgiving Gift Card Collection Begins 
 

 Sunday, October 21 
 Thanksgiving Gift Card Collection Begins 
 Coffee and Conversation after all Masses 
 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd—8:15a, 9:30a 
 Faith Formation Program, 8-11:30a; 6:30-8:30p 
 Children’s Liturgy of the Word, 11:30a 
 Sharing Christ Program, 6:30p 
 Youth Group, 7p 

 
 

      STM BOOK CLUB 
  
 

The St Thomas More Book Club will meet Tuesday 10/16 at 
10 AM in Room 2 to discuss the October 
selection, Masquerade, by William X Kienzle.  This 1990 
novel by the author of The Rosary Murders and other 
murder mysteries, takes place at Detroit's Marygrove 
College.  At a writer's seminar described as: "A Seminar 
Workshop on the Role of Religion in Murder 
Mysteries" there is - surprise - a murder!  One attendee,  
Fr. Robert Koesler, priest/sleuth digs in to help solve the 
crime.  Please join us for the discussion. 

Another Construction Project 
 

Have you noticed the work being done on the Rectory?  
McClean Construction has been busy for the past 2 weeks 
residing and trimming the Rectory.  This project was 
approved by Parish Finance Council and the Archdiocese of 
Detroit about 4 years ago, but was put on hold as other 
projects became a priority.  WELL, early this summer the 
gutter and trim fell off part of the Rectory and it was 
discovered that much of the fascia was rotted around the 
structure.  In order to repair the rotted wood, all the gutter 
and trim is being removed and replaced and the siding 
updated.  It wasn’t a budgeted or planned item, but like 
with your homes – necessary to take care of these projects 
so they do not become more expensive. 
 

On another note, the well has been repaired, but we wait 
for the cement contractor to get here to finish the work.  
Thank you for your continued support of St. Thomas More 
Parish.   
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FAITH FORMATION 
We are a small group this year that 
allows us flexibility, so this week we 
went on a field trip to Sacred Heart 
Major Seminary in Detroit.  Come find 
out how that experience ties into what 

the RCIA is all about.  We would love for you to join us!  
We meet Tuesday evenings at 6:30 pm in Room 1.  We 
start off with dinner, so come hungry.  No need to RSVP, 
just drop in any time. The topics for the upcoming 
gatherings are listed below. 
 
  Oct 16 - God’s Covenant/What does salvation history 

have to do with us? 

 Oct 23 -  Communion of Saints /Why be holy? 

 Nov 13 - Liturgical Calendar/It’s all about Jesus! 

Direct questions to Josylin@stmoffice.com 

 FAITH  FORMATION OFFICE HOURS 
Sunday 8:00am – 11:30am 
Monday 9:00am – 5:00pm 
Tuesday 9:00am – 5:00pm 

Wednesday 9:00am – 5:00pm 
Thursday 9:00am – 5:00pm 

Friday and Saturday – Closed 

Absence Policy Reminder -  If your Faith Formation child 

is going to be absent please email your child’s teacher.  

Their email can be found on the Catechist Contact Sheet 

from the 1st day of class.  In order for students to complete 

the Faith Formation year, they can not miss more than 5 

classes.  It is expected that the students make up the work 

when absent. 

The classes are set and the rosters are complete, 
however we have one 7th grade class with nine 
students and NO catechist at 7:00 p.m. We need 
YOU! Don't worry if you are not experienced, you 
will receive lesson plans, training, and support 

throughout the year.  Please call the faith formation office 
at 248-647-4680. 

 

 

Sunday, October 28, 2018 
 Who:  All high school students are welcome, you do not need to be registered for  the Youth Group. 

 Place:  St. Thomas More        Time:  5:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

 Cost:  $25 per  student– pizza, bonfire with s’mores, all material and concludes with Mass at 8 pm with 

Father Alex Kratz 

Note:  Your  timely r esponse with the registration form will greatly help us with the planning. Sign up 

through pobrien@catholiccentral.net 

————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Registration Form (Please return registration and money by October 23, 2018) 

Student Name:  _____________________________________________ Grade:  ________ 
 

Parent Name:  _____________________________      Parent Phone Number:  _______________________ 
 

Parent Email:  _____________________________ 
 

Parent Signature:  __________________________ 
 

Your child’s picture may be taken while at the retreat for use in the St. Thomas More bulletin, Facebook page 

or website. 
 

Please make all checks payable to St. Thomas More.  Cash payments must be brought to the Faith 

Formation Office during regular business hours. 
 

For Parish Use:    Cash: __________(non refundable)     Check _________Date Received:  ______ 

INVITING ALL  
9TH THROUGH 12TH GRADERS 

  

Sunday, October 14: Cider Mill, 5:00-6:00 pm 
 

Sunday, October 21: Regular Session (Trivia Night) 
7:00-8:15 p.m. in the Social Hall 

 

Contact:  stmygroup@gmail.com 

mailto:pobrien@catholiccentral.net
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Giving Thanks With Grocery Gift Cards  
  

Every year at Thanksgiving the parishioners of St. Thomas 
More generously assist those in need.  Last year the grocery 
gift card program was a huge success so this year the 
Christian Service Commission decided that we would 
continue to meet the needs of those we serve, by asking for 
gift cards in lieu of food donations. 
  

The gift cards should be from Kroger, Meijer, or Hollywood 
Market.  The preferred denomination is $25.  If you wish to 
give cash or a check, please note on the envelope or on the 
check that it is a Thanksgiving Basket donation. 
  

Your generosity will assist needy families at Morse 
Elementary School in Troy, as well as families helped by our 
own St Vincent dePaul Conference.  The collection will 
begin the weekend of October 20/21 and continue through 
the weekend of November 10/11.  Please use the donation 
box by the Thanksgiving display in the Gathering Area or 
leave your donation at the Parish Office.  For 
questions, please contact the Parish Office. 
  

Thank you for your continued support of 
those less fortunate in our community. 

 
 Halloween is here again! 

 
 
 

Sacred Heart Seminary is collecting candy for the Annual 
Halloween in the Neighborhood Outreach.  The seminary 
holds a Halloween Party on October 31 to evangelize the 
community and provide a safe and fun ‘trick-or-treat’ 
experience for the neighborhood children.  If you could 
donate a bag of candy to help the event it would be greatly 
appreciated.  Please leave in the Church Gathering Space 
by October 25th.  Your prayers for the seminarians and the 
event are also welcome! 

 

Thank you from the Seminarians! 

Cookies and fruit are also needed for our Red 
Cross Blood Drive donors and working 

volunteers.  Please bring donated cookies or 
fruit to the Parish Kitchen on Monday, 
 October 22 or Tuesday, October 23. 

Thank you for your kindness! 

 

DONATE YOUR  
USED BICYCLES 

 

There’s still time to donate your used bicycle to our  
SVdP Bike Drive this weekend!  You can drop off your 
used bike during Mass times on Saturday and Sunday.  If 
you are in need of someone to pick up your bike to bring to 
the church, please call the Parish Office at 248-647-2222. 
 

Thank you and God Bless You! 

DONORS NEEDED 
to donate Blood on 

Wednesday, October 24 
12:00-7:00pm in the Social Hall 

 

Together, we can save a life….. Please volunteer to be a 
donor at the STM American Red Cross Blood Drive. 

 

To sign-up to be a Donor: 
 Visit www.redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code -

stthomasmore 
 Sign up on the schedule at the Information Counter 
 

RapidPass offers donors a way to complete the pre-
reading and donation questions online from the comfort 
and privacy of your home or office the day of the blood 
drive, thus reducing the time spent at the blood drive by as 
much as 15 minutes. 
 

To complete the pre-reading online: 
 Please visit www.redcrossblood.org: 
 Go to the Light Blue Box on the left hand side that says 

Access RapidPass;  click “Start Now “(you may have to 
scroll down a little bit to see the box) 

 Get Started - Answer the questions  
 Print the pass or email it to yourself 

 

For more information, or if you have any questions, please 
call Chris Reynaert at 248-645-2663. 
 

For more information about using the American Red Cross 
online sign-up process, please contact Bridget McCormick 
at 313.549.7017 or bridget.mccormick@redcross.org  

 

Thank you for your commitment to saving lives and for 
making the word a better place! 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

The Annual Pancake Breakfast and Bake Sale will be held on 
Sunday, November 11, after all Masses.  The St. Vincent  de 
Paul Society and the STM Youth Group have joined forces 
to host this event.  It’s an all you can eat pancake feast and 
don’t miss out on the assortment of baked goods! 

http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org
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STEWARDSHIP 
TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE 

EVANGELIZATION 
UNLEASH THE GOSPEL 

Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 13 & 14 

 

Today’s First Reading from the Book of Wisdom shows us 
that the spirit of Wisdom is far more valuable than gold and 
silver. This topic is echoed in St. Mark’s Gospel: Jesus tells 
the rich man that in addition to following God’s 
commandments, if he desires to be His disciple, he must 
sell all that he has and give to the poor. The rich man is 
unable to do this, and sadly walks away. This Gospel 
passage is radically counter-cultural to today’s worldly 
quest for wealth. The Letter to the Hebrews also reminds 
us that we must give an accounting to God of how we 
steward His abundant gifts bestowed upon us. Did we use 
them to build up His Kingdom? If we were in the rich man’s 
place, what would be our response to the Lord’s challenge? 
Are we willing to make a generous, sacrificial gift to our 
parish’s weekly offertory, the Catholic Services Appeal, to 
those in need, and other worthy causes? Those who do, 
discover that God’s generosity is never outdone. Begin the 
Biblical practice of tithing by giving a sacrificial percentage 
of your income back to the Lord. Try to increase that 
percentage each year until you reach the 10 percent tithe. 
And then, do more if you are able.  

CATHOLICS AND HALLOWEEN 
by John Hannigan 

 

Some Christians object to Halloween as an ancient or “new 
age” pagan feast worshiping witches, ghouls and devils and 
for scaring people with blood and gore. I do not understand 
the fascination with vampires or zombies, but many people 
like those shows. Halloween can be simply fun when 
people of all ages dress up in costumes, though outfits can 
be in bad taste, or worse. Hollowing out pumpkins, lighting 
bonfires and “trick-or-treating” for candy are fun. So 
where’s the harm? 
 

Halloween is a holiday that Catholics can embrace by 
understanding its origins. “Halloween” comes from 
“hallowed” (“holy”), and evening (“eve”). “All Hallows Eve” 
is the Vigil of All Saints Day, a Holy Day of Obligation when 
we commemorate all the holy saints, especially those 
whose names are lost to memory. Halloween is a time 
when we on Earth (the Church Militant) honor the saints in 
Heaven (the Church Triumphant) and the souls in Purgatory 
on their way to Heaven (the Church Suffering). We recall 
we are in communion with the living saints, the holy ones 
gone on to everlasting life. Halloween can also be seen as 
mocking the devil. Our patron, St. Thomas More said of the 
devil: “The proud spirit cannot endure to be mocked.” The 
Prince of Darkness is defeated by Christ’s Passion, Death 
and Resurrection. Pity the fictitious zombie or vampire 
because he’s stuck in death and cannot join Jesus in 
Heaven. The traditions of Halloween taunt the darkness 
with bonfires. Even humble pumpkins light up the night. 
Many harvest-time traditions, like Dia del Muerte in Mexico 
or Samhain in ancient Ireland, celebrate eternal life as 
winter approaches, declaring the futility of death and hope 
in the spring to come. That is the victory of Christ on the 
Cross that is shared by the saints.      
 

Just like Christmas is not about sleigh bells and Easter is not 
about bunnies laying eggs, Halloween is not about the 
occult, superstition or glorifying evil. It would be nice to see 
kids at my door dressed as St. Francis or the Virgin Mary 
instead of spider man or the bloody victim of an ax 
murderer. But Halloween is fun no matter what costume 
and should remind us all that the saints are with us and will 
pray for us until we join them through Christ’s victory over 
sin and death.  
 

Please send comments, questions or criticisms to: 
UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 
 

 Next Sunday is World Mission Sunday, a special day on 
which we unite ourselves with Catholics all over the world 
to pray and sacrifice for the missionary efforts of the 
Church. 
 This Sunday, October 14th, the Church will canonize 
Pope Paul VI who gave us the word “evangelize” in his 
Apostolic Exhortation, “Announcing the Gospel.”  In this 
work he wrote, “For the Church, evangelizing means 
bringing the Good News into the strata of humanity, and 
through its influence transforming humanity from within 
and making it new.” 
 On this same day Salvadorian Archbishop Oscar 
Romero will be canonized.  He was martyred for the faith 
and for the cause of justice.  These two events and 
celebrating the missionary activity of the Church gives us a 
great segue to the following weeks during which we will 
explain and encourage our people to “Unleash the Gospel” 
and its program. 
 Special envelopes from the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith are in the pews for the World 
Mission Sunday Collection to be taken next weekend.  Your 
generosity and support is greatly appreciated!  

mailto:UnleashSTM@gmail.com
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St. Thomas More Bulletin 
Sponsor of the Week 

 

Lynch & Sons 
Funeral Directors 

 

(See their ad on the back cover of the bulletin) 
 

Thanks to the advertisers and Diocesan 
Publications, the bulletin is published 
weekly at no cost to the Parish.  We ask 
parishioners to please support the 
businesses that advertise in our bulletin.  

IN AND AROUND OUR PARISH 

Gather them Home 
 

All Souls Day Community Memorial Service November 2nd 
The final expression of our faith as Catholics is the blessed 
and sacred burial in a Catholic Cemetery. It is our 
opportunity to rest among fellow believers, awaiting the 
Resurrection to life everlasting. By burying the bodies of 
the faithful, we confirm our faith in the resurrection of the 
body - that death is not the end. 
 

Gather Them Home is a no-cost mission of the Archdiocese 
of Detroit to help those looking for a final resting place for a 
loved one’s remains they currently have at home or in safe 
keeping. 
 

There will be three locations for the All Souls Day 
Community Memorial Services: 
 

 9:00am Mass at Holy Sepulchre in Southfield 

 11:00am Mass at Our Lady of Cemetery in Bronwstown 

 2:00pm Mass at St. Joseph Cemetery in Monroe 
 

For more information and to register please visit 
www.gatherthemhome.org. 

Green Thumbs Wanted 
 

One of the areas of Worship in the Church is 
Environment.  This is the aesthetics of the church interior 
and how it enhances the worship experience.  Fresh 
flowers, greens and seasonal plants add warmth and draw 
people to the true nature of the mystery being celebrated.   
 

We are looking for parishioners that have an interest in the 
environment of the church and gathering 
space.  Volunteers would be involved in decorating for the 
major holy days of the church (Christmas & Easter) and also 
keeping the church decorated on a weekly basis.  Time 
would also involve weekly watering of plants and making 
sure there are fresh plants when necessary.  The goal is to 
set a schedule for volunteers so no one is overtaxed with 
any duties.  The more volunteers, the less any one person 
would be called on. 
 

If this opportunity interests you, please join me on 
Wednesday, October 17, 2018 at 4 p.m. in Meeting Room 2 
for more information.  If you are unable to attend but 
interested, please email (lois@stmoffice.com) or call the 
parish office. 
 

Lois Sokolowski 
Business Manager 

Generous University Scholarships & Opportunity  
for a Free College Visit: 

 

Attention high school seniors!  Ave Maria University (near 
Naples, FL) is offering the Michigan Scholarship ($28,000 
over 4 years) and the Michigan Homeschool Scholarship 
($36,000 over 4 years) to local Catholic students, making an 
authentic Catholic education truly affordable. Additional 
institutional and federal aid are also available. You are also 
invited to participate in the 2018 AMU Michigan Fly-In, 
which is a FREE college visit to AMU TH, Nov. 1 – SAT, Nov. 
3, including airfare, lodging, food, etc.  Limited spots 
available!  For more information or to apply for the Fly-In, 
visit www.avemariafoundation.org. 

Young Marrieds Sweetest Day Dinner Date Night 
“The Not So Newlywed Game” 

Saturday, October 20, 2018 
6:00 PM – 9:30 PM, $50/couple 

St. Fabian Parish, Farmington Hills, MI 
https://youngmarrieds_oct20.eventbrite.com 

 

Come and treat each other to a fun-filled and relaxing 
dinner date night out with your fellow young married peers. 
You will have a hilarious time playing “The Not So 
Newlywed Game” and may even learn something new 
about your spouse. The date night will include a gourmet 
dinner, open bar, live entertainment, and dancing to cap off 
the evening. Don’t miss out …reserve your spot today! 
Babysitting is available at no cost. Additional information 
call 313-237-5894. 
 

Young Marrieds = First 10 years of marriage 
Sponsored by the Archdiocese of Detroit,  

Marriage and Family Office 

mailto:lois@stmoffice.com
http://www.avemariafoundation.org
https://youngmarrieds_oct20.eventbrite.com/


PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Monsignor Michael Dylag 

Fr. Gerry Pehler, OFM Cap. 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Christopher Stark, Deacon 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 

 
WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 
248-647-2222  x 5555 

dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444 
bjfoos@gmail.com 

 
PARISH OFFICE  

Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 
248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

Eva Ashor, Bookkeeper  
248-647-2222 x 3333 

bookkeeper@stmoffice.com 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
Josylin Mateus, Director 

248-647-4680  
josylin@stmoffice.com 

 

Angela Seba, Secretary 
248-647-4680 

angela@stmoffice.com 
 

Sandi Gardner, Section Head 
248-647-4680 

sandi@stmoffice.com 
 

Patrick O’Brien, Youth Minister 
pobrien@catholiccentral.net 

 

COUNSELING AND SUPPORT 
Andrea Harral, Therapist 

Home Office 248-601-4315 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 

stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 
 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar, Pete Whiting 
248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday - Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.  Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday at 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday at 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.  
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday at  9:00 a.m.  -  Rosary before Mass 

Holy Days: 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 p.m. 

mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

