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Page 2 Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

A Note From 
Our Pastor 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP 
 

 One of the issues that surfaces regularly in most 
Church communities is the importance of parish 
membership.  It especially becomes a concern when 
someone contacts the parish to arrange a marriage, 
baptism, or a funeral. 
 

 The first aspect of parish membership is a simple 
one—registration.  On the practical level, this is one of the 
most important.  This is a simple action that establishes a 
relationship between the person or household, and the 
Parish itself.  You cannot really consider yourself a member 
of the Parish if you have not registered as one.  One can be 
“in” a parish without registering, but not really associated 
as a member “of” a parish.  There is a big difference in 
these two relationships. 
 

 Registration is more than an administrative procedure, 
though in larger parishes like St. Thomas More, it is 
absolutely essential if the Pastoral Staff is even to know the 
person is here.  Registration indicates that a person wants 
to be included as a member of that local Church 
community.  It say, “I want to belong; I want to be 
identified with, included in this Community of Catholic 
Christians.” 
 

 When people don’t even bother to register it is hard to 
establish any base for such an identity, such a relationship. 
There are some who want the benefits of “belonging” but 
not the responsibilities, so they don’t register. 
 

 Some of these are regular in their church attendance 
and reception of the sacraments.  They just don’t want to 
be formally identified with the Parish.  In this case, though, 
they are surely “in” the Parish, but they never become true 
“members.” 
 

 Also, many young adults (age 21 and older) need to 
realize that they should be registered in the Parish under 
their own name, not only as a family member under their 
parents’ name.  This event should take place when they 
move out of the house and are living on their own.  It 
should likewise take place once they achieve some 
measure of personal independence, for example, once they 
are employed and begin to develop an income of their own 
even if they continue to live with their parents.  In this way 
they are recognized as independent adults. 
 
       continues on page 7 

TAKE TIME TO  LISTEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us for 

“A Journey to Understanding and Compassion” 
Sunday, Oct. 27th, 2-4 pm 
St. Thomas More Church 

4580 Adams Road, Troy, MI 
 

Sponsored by the South Oakland Vicariate Justice and 
Peace Committee and Neighbors in Faith, panelists of the 
LGBTQ community will share their personal stories followed 
by a question and answer period. 
 

The event is free and light refreshments will be served. 
 

The mission of the Committee is to promote the common 
good through educational opportunities and outreach 
programs based on Catholic Social Teaching.  
 

Pope Francis said that just hearing isn’t enough; 
communication means listening and acceptance, and that 
we should express God’s compassion, tenderness and 
forgiveness for all.  (https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
news/whats-the-first-step-to-good-communication-listening
-pope-says-24049) 

TODAY IS 
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 

 

  This year on World Mission Sunday we  
  listened to the account of St. Paul 

writing to St. Timothy with the charge, “I charge you in the 
presence of God and of Jesus Christ to proclaim the word, 
be persistent, and encourage the gospel through patience 
and teaching.” 
 That is what the Lord is asking us today as we reach 
out to those courageous servant missionaries who are 
giving their lives for the spread of the gospel and the 
support of the “Young Churches” they have established. 
 Pope Francis has declared this month of October, 
“Extraordinary Missionary Month” to remind us of our 
obligation to share the Gospel through personal witness 
and welcome.  He wrote:  “The Church needs men and 
women who, by virtue of their baptism, respond generously 
to the call to leave home, family, and country, and be sent 
forth to the nations, to a world not yet transformed by the 
Sacrament of Jesus Christ and His Holy Church.” 
 Today offers us the opportunity to join our 
missionaries in the “holiest and greatest work of the 
Church.” 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/whats-the-first-step-to-good-communication-listening-pope-says-24049
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/whats-the-first-step-to-good-communication-listening-pope-says-24049
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/whats-the-first-step-to-good-communication-listening-pope-says-24049
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THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Fr. Timothy Babcock 

†  Virginia Fritz—sister-in-law of Luke and Sheila Fritz 
†  Bobby Reyes 

†  Carol Zapoli—aunt of Ben & Lisa Motyl 

Rosanne Bishop 
Chris Crocker 

Anthony D’Alessandro 
Herbert Foos 

Mildred Hannigan 
Lena Olga Montagna 

Jim and Joan Olson 
Jane Rose 

Elaine Rosen 
Carol Simmons 
Helen Walczak 
Steve Ziemke 

Prayers in our Parish 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  October 19 
  4:30p  Dan, Joanne & Julie Bieniek, Special Intention 
   James Debolski 
 

Sunday  October 20 
  7:30a  For the People of St. Thomas More 
 

  9:30a  Wanda Kaptur—26th Anniversary 
   Luigi & Barbara Vettraino 
   Carol Wrobel—Birthday Blessings 
 

11:30a  Jacinta Grooms—Birthday Remembrance 
 

Tuesday  October 22 
  9:00a  Bobby Reyes 
 

Wednesday October 23 
  9:00a  For the Family and Friends of Bobby Reyes 
 

Thursday  October 24 
  9:00a  Ron Milbauer—13th Anniversary 
  

Saturday  October 26 
  4:30p  Barbara McKay—16th Anniversary 
   Elizabeth Sold—7th Anniversary 
   Thomas Waller—3rd Anniversary 
 

Sunday  October 27 
  7:30a  Carol Black—Special Intention 
   Lynn Bonney—Special Intention 
   Larry Davidson—Special Intention 
 

  9:30a  George Hawke, Jr.—26th Anniversary 
 

11:30a  Karen Savoy, daughter of Vilma & Hank Savoy 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
Capt. Chip Evans 
Spc. Evan K. Fowler 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Pvt. Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Pfc. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Spc. Carl Voag 
LTJG. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

Congratulations to the new members of God’s 
family, who were welcomed into the Catholic 

Church through the waters of Baptism  
       on October 13, 2019 

 

     †  Elliott Louise Brooks 
    Daughter of Colin and Catherine (Roff) Brooks 

 

 †  Isla Linda Karle 
 Daughter of Steven and Christa (Richert) Karle 

 

May God bless and keep these little ones safe in  
His tender love and  mercy. 

We Welcome the New Members who have 
Joined our Parish 

 

†  Deacon Donald and Donna Lea Baross 
 

†  Paul and Yijing Brentano and children, 
Andrew, Grace, Stephen, and Thomas 

 

†  Joseph DiClemente 
 

†  Damon and Melissa Leslie and 
daughters, Adrianna and Julianna 

 

†  David and Nanette Madison and children, 
Cecilia, Victoria, and William 

 

†  Patricia Mercader 
 

†  Barbara Montgomery 
 

†  Grant Pensa 
 

†  Chandra and Salome Penumarthy 
 

†  Brian and Karen Roehl 
 

†  Rami and Celine Sweidan and children, 
Alan, Eva, and Tony 
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SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS 
Friday, November 1, Mass at 9:00am & 7:00pm 

Holy Day of Obligation 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME— OCTOBER 26 & 27 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 7:30 AM Sunday 9:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Fr. Jason Brooks 
Don Baross 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Michael Stach 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Michael Stach 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

COMMENTATOR Emma Kotwick Chuck Moss John Hannigan Sue Kator 

LECTOR Phil Kotwick George Seroka Joan Reddy Ronia Kruse 

SERVERS Avery Curcuru 
Lucie Rosati 
Amy Surowiec 

Randy Skala Johnny Jackson 
Anna Schultz 

Miriam Krueger 
Riley Logan 
Hudson Mclaine 

USHERS Carol Glowacki 
Jim Hager 
Don McKay 
Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 

John Gielniak 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemak 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski  
Ron Wlosinski 

Norm Cicone 
Jim Duhart 
Gerry Gostomski 
George Halter 
Andy Olson 
Jim Ward 
Greg Wise 

Zach Azzam 
Frank Biondo 
Marv Olane 
Mark Parent 
Richard Schmitz 
Mike Tauscher  

MASS COORD. Carol Glowacki Larry Jeziorski Melinda Prucha Tom Calnen 

RECEPTIONIST Nancy Frawley NOT FILLED Jean Dasch Lynn Eschrich 

Worship 

Each year during the month of November, the Church 
invites us to remember our deceased family members and 
friends in special prayer.  As a parish community, we will 
be remembering those who were buried from St. Thomas 
More after November 1, 2018 through October 31, 2019.  

Their names will be read at the at the 4:30pm Mass  
on Saturday, November 2nd. 

Y o u  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  

WO R S H IP  M IN IS T R Y FO R M AT IO N  EV EN IN G  
 
 
 
 
 

 w i t h  F r .  J a s o n  B r o o k s ,  L . C .  
  T u e s d a y , O c t o b e r  2 2 ,  2 0 1 9  
          7 : 0 0  -  8 : 1 5 p m  
    i n  C h u r c h / S o c i a l  H a l l  
 
 

A l t a r  S e r v e r ,  E x t r a o r d i n a r y  M i n i s t e r  o f  H o l y  
C o m m u n i o n  ( E M H C ) ,  L e c t o r / C o m m e n t a t o r ,  

C a n t o r ,  C h o i r ,  M a s s  C o o r d i n a t o r ,  U s h e r ,  
G r e e t e r ,  W e e k e n d  R e c e p ti o n i s t ,  B a p ti s m  

C o o r d i n a t o r ,  P r a y e r  L e a d e r  –  V i g i l  S e r v i c e ,  
F u n e r a l  A l t a r  S e r v e r ,  W e d d i n g  C o o r d i n a t o r ,  

L i t u r g i c a l  A r t / E n v i r o n m e n t ,  A l t a r  G u i l d ,  
L i t u r g i c a l  L i n e n ,  C o m m u n i o n  t o  t h e  S i c k  

 

I f  y o u  c u r r e n t l y  s e r v e  i n  a  W o r s h i p  M i n i s t r y  
o r  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b e c o m i n g  a  w o r s h i p  
m i n i s t e r ,  p l e a s e  j o i n  u s  f o r  a n  e v e n i n g   
o f  f e l l o w s h i p  a n d  r e fl e c ti o n  o n  s e r v i n g   

i n  t h e  p a r i s h .  

ALL SOULS’ DAY 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, November 2 

Mass at 4:30pm 
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In our Parish 

 

Conversation with Catholic men… 
Join the discussion! 

 

Monday, October 28 @ 7:00pm 
Church Conference Room 

 

(Sacristy Hallway as you enter the Sanctuary) 

 

FIRST TUESDAY COFFEE 
November 5 

 

      Join us in the Social Hall following the 
 9:00am Mass for coffee, treats, and  

                             conversation with your fellow parishioners. 

 GRIEVING WITH HOPE 
 

For adults who have experienced loss, this is a “drop in” 
program that requires no pre-registration.   

 
 
 
 

 
 

Wednesday, October 23, Room 1  
6:30 - 8:00PM 

 

Come once, or come often - whether your loss is recent, a 
year ago, or several years ago.  Meetings are the second 

and fourth Wednesday of every month. 

 

SENIOR HALLOWEEN LUNCH 

We are stirring up some magic so join us on Wednesday, 
October 23, 2019 for a Halloween Lunch.  Bewitching fun 
for all and delicious food too!  Wear your best costume if 
you dare (but not required) —prizes awarded! A soup & 

salad lunch and dessert will be served.  Gathering begins at 
noon till 1:30 p.m. in the Social Hall.  This is for the senior 

adult community.  If you know someone who doesn’t drive, 
please invite them and consider giving them a lift on your 
broom!  Please RSVP to the parish office by October 21st, 

so we have a count for food.  Hope you can join us! 

 THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

   Weekday Masses 
        Tues, Wed, Thurs, 9a 
        Rosary before Mass 
 

 Monday, October 21 
 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  
 Level II. 4:30p 
 

 Tuesday, October 22 
 Contemporary Ensemble Rehearsal, 6p 
 Young Adult Group, 6:30p 
 Bible Study, The Creed, 7p 
 Worship Ministry Formation, 7p 
 

 Wednesday, October 23 
 Senior Lunch, 12:00p 
 Grief Support Drop-In Group, 6:30p 
 Walking with Purpose, 7p 
 

 Thursday, October 24 
 Handbell Choir, 10a 
 Walking with Purpose, 10a 
 SVdP Training Class, 12p 
 SVdP Meeting, 7p 
 Adult Choir Rehearsal, 7:30p 
 

 Friday, October 25 
 Family Fun Night Square Dance, 6:30p 
 

 Saturday, October 26 
 Thanksgiving Card Collection 
 Cursillo Meeting, 8a 
 

 Sunday, October 27 
 Coffee & Conversation after all Masses 
 Thanksgiving Card Collection 
 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Level I, 8:15a, 9:30a 
 Faith Formation Classes, 8:15a, 10:15a, 7p 
 SOV Justice & Peace Presentation, 2p 
 Youth Group, 7p 

 

The Parish Offices will be closing 
at 3:00pm on  

Thursday, October 31st 
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Faith Formation 

Square Dance WITH Western Grub 
Friday, October 25, 2019 

6:30-8:30 PM 
Parish will provide western grub. Please see the website or 
the gathering space for more information. 
 

Help us set the mood with decorations that you may no 
longer have a use for.  Do you have a scarecrow, corn 
stalks, bale of hay, or any thing of the likes laying around?  
Drop them off to the faith formation office by October 
21st. 

Cynthia Cprek  - As a parishioner for over 30 years, I am currently involved as Women's Ministry Chair and Co-coordinator 
for Walking with Purpose Bible Study. In the past I have volunteered with Youth Group, Bible Camp, Children's Liturgy of 
the Word, and Faith Formation. My husband Clay and I live in Troy, and have three married children. 
 

My name is Patrick O'Brien. I have been a Guidance Counselor at Detroit Catholic Central High School in Novi, MI since the 
fall of 2011. I have been in Youth Ministry at St. Thomas More since the Winter of 2011. I got married this summer, and I 
am a 2008 graduate of the University of Notre Dame and 2011 Master's graduate from Oakland University. I enjoy helping 
people out, and I am a talker, which helps with my professions. 
 

Donna Lee Baross is new to the parish and was gracious enough to join our commission at the Director of Faith 
Formation’s request. Donna Lee is Deacon Don’s wife of 45 years. 
 

Jim Hern - My family and I have been members of STM since 1997 when we moved to Troy. My wife and I are the parents 
of four children, all of whom attended the faith formation program here. I am a financial advisor with Michigan Financial 
Companies in Southfield, and serve on the commission as the liaison to the Evangelization Committee. 
 

I am Olivia Rosati, an 11th grader at Troy High School. This is my third year teaching religious education and I am a part of 
the Youth Group at St. Thomas More. I enjoy swimming, dancing, and lacrosse. I am the representative for the Youth 
Group. 
 

My name is Paul Touillon. I am 24 years old and work as an electrical engineer for a German automotive supplier. I joined 
Saint Thomas More two years ago and it has been a great experience so far! I joined the education commission as I have 
taken the responsibility of the Young Adults Group. My goal is to bring more young adults to the parish. (Also representing 
the young adults is Ashley Fry, who is not pictured here). 
 

Lea McAllister (not pictured) - I have two daughters, ages 12 and 15. My family and I have been members of St. Thomas 
More since 2014. I work for the Macomb Intermediate School District as a mathematics consultant.  I am on the 
commission as a representative for the Faith Formation families. 
 

Andrea Foley (not pictured) is the chairperson and has been a volunteer catechist going on four years.  She is a wife and 
mother of three as well as working full time for Catholic Charities of Southeast Michigan. 

 

The commission’s responsibilities include 
developing, promoting, and evaluating 
programs that address all aspects of 
education and evangelization. We do this 
in many ways, with the next event being 
a fun welcoming square dance on 
October 25.  We hope to see you there.  
We are always looking for others to join 
the commission.  We meet once a month 
for an hour. Please consider joining us. 

STM Youth Group Retreat 
Sunday, October 27, 2019 

Who:  All high school students are welcome, you do not 
need to be registered for the Youth Group. 
 

Place:  St. Thomas More        Time:  5:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
 

Cost:  $25 per student- food, guest speaker, all material 
and concludes with Mass at 8 pm with Father Alex Kratz 

 
Sign up via pobrien@catholiccentral.net 

 Meet our 2019-2020 Education Commission Members 

mailto:pobrien@catholiccentral.net
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In our Parish 

Giving Thanks With Grocery Gift Cards  
  

Every year at Thanksgiving the parishioners of St. Thomas 
More generously assist those in need.  The grocery gift card 
program has always been a huge success so again this year 
the Christian Service Commission is asking for grocery gift 
cards in lieu of food donations. 
  

The gift cards should be from Kroger, Meijer, or Hollywood 
Market.  The preferred denomination is $25.  If you wish to 
give cash or write a check, please note on the envelope or 
on the check that it is a Thanksgiving Basket donation. 
  

Your generosity will assist needy families at Morse 
Elementary School in Troy, as well as families helped by our 
own St Vincent de Paul Conference.  The collection will 
begin this weekend and continue through the weekend of 
November 9/10.  Please use the donation box by the 
Thanksgiving display in the Gathering Area or leave your 
donation at the Parish Office.  For questions, 
please contact the Parish Office. 
  

Thank you for your continued support of 
those less fortunate in our community. 

A Note from our Pastor continued from page 2 
 

 Registration, then, is the first important step of being a 
parish member.  It is the starting point of a relationship.  It 
is the declaration that one “belongs.”  There is no 
substitute for this simple, but very important action. 
 

 Here at St. Thomas More the process for registration is 
very simple.  Just stop by the parish office and fill out a brief 
form, or you can register at the Receptionists Desk in the 
Gathering Area after Mass, or call the parish office and we 
will be happy to mail you a registration form for you to fill 
out and return to us.  We are always happy to welcome 
new members into our parish.  We also know that when 
new members take seriously their responsibilities to their 
parish, St. Thomas More gets better and better.  We all 
benefit as our parish becomes more committed as a 
community of faith, worship, education, and Christian 
service. 
 

Enjoy this beautiful Autumn day.  God bless you always. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 

A BIG THANK YOU  
to all our Donors and to all who helped at the  

BLOOD DRIVE 
 

THANK YOU so much to the donors and volunteers at the 
STM/American Red Cross Blood Drive on October 9.  The 
blood drive went very well.  We collected 28 pints of blood; 
each pint helps save 3 lives!   We had a very positive event! 
 

If you gave blood, tried to give blood, baked cookies or 
helped in any way, it was much appreciated.  
 
 
 
 
 
A special thank you to the following people who really 
helped out with registration and snacks:  Anne Byrne, Joy 
Callaway,  Joanne Vader, Mary Ellen Schotthoefer and 
Deacon Johnny. 
 

Chris Reynaert 
STM Blood Drive Coordinator 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Annual Pancake Breakfast and Bake Sale will be held on 
Sunday, November 10 after all Masses.  Once again, the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society and the STM Youth Group will be 
hosting this event.  It’s an “all you can eat pancakes” 
morning along with bake sale items prepared by STM 
families. 

 

     THE GREAT STM BAKE OFF! 
 

   We need your help with baked goods  
   donations for the bake sale on the  
   weekend of the Pancake Breakfast. 

Cakes, coffee cakes, pies, breads and cookies are just a few 
suggestions. Community service credits are available for 
student bakers.  
 

Drop-off times for the baked goods are Friday, November 8, 
10am-4pm, and Saturday, November 9, 10am-1: 30pm. 

 

Kindly note if there are nuts or if it’s gluten-free. 
 

Thanks so much for your participation! 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Annual Pancake Breakfast and Bake Sale will be held on 
Sunday, November 10 after all Masses.  Once again, the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society and the STM Youth Group will be 
hosting this event.  It’s an “all you can eat pancakes” 
morning along with bake sale items prepared by STM 
families. 
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Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE 

Evangelization 
UNLEASH THE GOSPEL 

The Problem of Joy 
by John Hannigan 

 

I was captivated by Ken Burn’s documentary on Country 
Music. He told the stories of people who created so varied 
and so beautiful a music with compelling sympathy. The 
“truth-telling” in the lyrics often reflected struggles, 
disappointments and pain. One might think that people 
whose lives are marked by dangerous work in the mines, 
long hours in the fields, lost loves and untimely death would 
despair. Yet, I was also struck by how important Gospel 
music and songs of salvation and praise were to so many 
artists, even those whose lives may have been far from 
exemplary or virtuous.  

People with difficulty believing in God sometimes point 
to the pain and suffering in the world and ask, “How could 
an all-powerful, all-loving God create such a world?” 
Christians flip that argument and ask, “Why is there even 
joy?” C.S. Lewis was “Surprised by Joy” as he turned to 
Christianity. G.K. Chesterton argued there is no worldly 
reason for joy. Evolution has no need for joy, but God does. 
He creates us to be loved by Him. That is the reason for joy. 
Jesus was born, died and rose from the dead that we might 
have joy!  

In one segment of the Country Music film, Kris 
Kristofferson, a man disowned by his family when he chose 
to be a songwriter, told how after he came to know deeply 
the mercy and forgiveness that Jesus has for him, he wrote 
this song: 

Why me Lord, what have I ever done 
To deserve even one 
Of the pleasures I've known? 
Tell me Lord, what did I ever do 
That was worth loving you 
Or the kindness you've shown? 

Christian’s know that we’ve done nothing to deserve 
pleasure in our lives or joy in our hearts. We know that only 
in Jesus is joy that cannot disappoint. Only the love of God 
the Father cannot ever be lost. Many of the songs in the 
documentary express the realization of this love, the joy it 
brings, and the hope-filled promise of forgiveness and 
salvation. Even the soulful lamentations of the Carter 
family’s Will the Circle be Unbroken reflect inner joy and 
hope in the resurrection: 

Will the circle be unbroken 
By and by, Lord, by and by? 
There's a better home a-waiting 
In the sky, Lord, in the sky.  

Questions/comments?  UnleashSTM@gmail.com  

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION 
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

The four pillars of parish stewardship are hospitality, prayer, 
formation, and service. Today’s readings show us the 
immense value of prayer and the privileged place it must 
have in our individual lives and our in parish community. 
 

Our Lord Himself calls us to prayer — and persistence in 
prayer — in the Gospel passage from Luke. Jesus tells the 
parable of the nagging widow who finally wears down the 
judge with her unrelenting persistence in her pursuit of a 
just ruling from him on her behalf. Jesus goes to great 
lengths to describe this judge, saying he “neither feared 
God nor respected any human.” Yet even this corrupt judge 
responds with a just judgment because of the widow’s 
persistence.  
 

Jesus uses this outlandish example to draw a vivid contrast 
between a reluctant, dishonest judge and our loving, all-
merciful Father. If even a bad judge will give a good result in 
response to a persistent request, how much more (infinitely 
more) eagerly and perfectly will our good Father respond to 
our persistent prayers to Him.  
 

If He delays in responding, if He provides a different 
response from the one we were expecting, we can remain 
confident and trusting in His goodness, knowing that His 
response, whenever it comes and in whatever form, will be 
the very best one for us. 
 

Our job then, as Christian stewards, is simply to remain 
faithful to our relationship with God through prayer. We 
must lean on each other in our communities — family and 
parish — as we support each other in prayer. A strong pillar 
of prayer will make all our other stewardship efforts fruitful. 

NOVEMBER IS THE MONTH OF REMEMBRANCE 
 

The Feast of All Souls is on Saturday, November 2.  We will 
remember “All Souls Intentions” during the weekday 
Masses on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday at 9:00 am 
throughout the month of November.  If you wish to 
remember your loved ones at the All Souls Mass and daily 
Masses, please fill out the “All Souls” envelope located in 
the pews and drop it in the offertory basket or turn it in to 
the Parish Office.  Please make your check payable to St. 
Thomas More Church. 

 

The names of those who were buried from STM 
this past year will be read at the 

 4:30 pm Mass on Saturday, November 2nd 
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Sunday, October 27, 2019 marks the 28th 
Annual SOUPERBOWL Benefit for the 
Capuchin Soup Kitchen.  The 
“SOUPERBOWL” is our premiere 
fundraising event.  All proceeds are 
designated to the Capuchin Soup 

Kitchen.  The fun will take place at the Century Banquet 
Center located within the American Polish Century Club, 
33204 Maple Lane Drive, Sterling Heights, (14 Mile & 
Hoover) from noon to 7:00 p.m.  Delicious soups will be 
served as well as breads and baked goods – all generously 
donated by Detroit area's finest restaurants and 
bakeries.  There are raffles throughout the day and 
continuous live entertainment including the best Detroit 
area Celtic bands, Singers, and Irish step dancers. 
 

For additional information/tickets please contact: 
 

• Paul Gowdy, President AOH - Father Solanus Casey 
Division:  586 573-4121 

 

• Mary Ochab, LAOH - Ethel Kennedy Division:   
 586 751-3575 
 

• Cindy Lloyd, President LAOH - Ethel Kennedy 
Division:  586 776-7954 

Community Interest 

 

       Halloween 
  It’s that time of year again! 

 
 
 
 

 

Halloween is just around the corner, and Sacred Heart 
Major Seminary needs your help.  They are collecting candy 
for their annual “Halloween in the Neighborhood 
Outreach.”  Each year the seminary community opens their 
doors and their hearts to over 2000 children to evangelize 
the community and provide a safe and fun ‘trick-or-treat’ 
for the neighborhood children.  If you could donate a bag of 
candy to help, it would be greatly appreciated.  Please 
bring it to the church Gathering Area by October 27th.  
Your prayers for the seminarians and the event are also 
welcome! 

 

PARISH SENIOR CITIZENS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mark THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14, on your calendar if you 
want to join fellow senior parishioners on a visit to the DIA 
at no expense.  A chartered bus will depart the Christ Our 
Light parking lot at 12 noon and return at 3:45pm.  We will 
get to play ART BINGO as we visit the different exhibits.  If 
you are lucky you may even win a prize.  Call a friend to join 
you for an afternoon out, courtesy of the DIA.  The DIA will 
even treat you to coffee and cookies after your tour. 
 

If you would like to attend this event, please sign the 
registration sheet on the information counter. 
 

For more information, please contact Tom Lenhard at 
Christ, Our Light at 248-544-7913. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IT’S TIME TO FALL BACK! 
Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, November 3 

Mass for Commerce 
 

Please join His Excellency Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron and 
the Catholic business and professional community for a 
morning of inspiration at the 26th Annual Mass for 
Commerce on Wednesday, October 23, at 8 a.m. in the 
Chapel of Sacred Heart Major Seminary, 2701 W. Chicago 
Blvd., Detroit 48206. 
 

This celebration of the Eucharist reminds Catholic men and 
women that they are not merely business and professional 
people who happen to be Catholic, but people who 
recognize they are stewards of God’s gifts and their need 
for the Holy Spirit to be with them, guiding them every day. 
A breakfast will follow Mass. At the end of breakfast, a 
panel of local business leaders will discuss how their 
Catholic faith has impacted their business life. For more 
information, call 313-596-7430 or visit the web 
at www.massforcommerce.org. 

 
 

     HEALING MASS 

 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27th at 6pm 
St. Benedict Catholic Church in Waterford , MI 

 

Are you hurting physically, emotionally or 
spiritually?  Come to a Healing Mass and let Jesus touch 

you.  There will be laying on of hands by Fr. Jim Mayworm 
and Deacon Tom during Mass, and prayer teams after  

Mass for further healing if needed.   
 

All are welcome!! 

http://www.massforcommerce.org/


PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 

dcndonb@stmoffice.com 
 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555 
dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 

 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

Brian Foos, Director 
248 -647-2222 x. 4444 

bjfoos@gmail.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE  
Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 

248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

 

Eva Ashor, Bookkeeper  
248-647-2222 x. 3333 

bookkeeper@stmoffice.com 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
Josylin Mateus, Director 

248-647-4680  
josylin@stmoffice.com 

 

Angela Seba, Secretary 
248-647-4680 

angela@stmoffice.com 
 

Sandi Gardner, Section Head 
248-647-4680 

sandi@stmoffice.com 
 

Patrick O’Brien, Youth Minister 
pobrien@catholiccentral.net 

 
SOCIAL MEDIA 

Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 
stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 

 
MAINTENANCE 

Ben Olar 
Pete Whiting 

248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday - Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.  Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday at 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday at 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.  
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday at  9:00 a.m.  -  Rosary before Mass 

Holy Days: 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 p.m. 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

