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Page 2 Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  

A Note From 
Our Pastor 

THIS MONTH OF REMEMBRANCE 
 

 During the month of November the Church invites us 
to reverently and prayerfully remember those who have 
gone before us in death.  We are also encouraged to reflect 
upon the mystery of death, especially in terms of our 
relationship with Jesus. 
 We are all embarked on this earthly journey.  Many of 
us are beset by fears.  However, our fear of death is our 
deepest fear and lies at the root of most of our other fears.  
But our Christian faith ought to make a big difference in 
the way we see death.  The story of every Christian’s life is 
the story of a friendship with Jesus.  This friendship begins 
with an encounter with Christ (at baptism).  It also ends 
with an encounter with Jesus (at death). 
 For those with faith, death ceases to be an encounter 
with the unknown.  Instead, it becomes an encounter with 
Christ.  To someone who has made Christ the invisible 
companion of the journey of life, and whose life has been 
inspired by Jesus’ teaching, death becomes a meeting with 
a good friend, in fact, with an older brother.  When death 
comes, Christ comes also, bringing the everlasting life which 
he won for us with his own death. 
 What each of us must do is very clear.  We must strive 
to ensure that the Christ who linked his life with ours at 
Baptism, making us children of God and heirs to eternal 
life, does not remain a shadowy figure on the margins of 
our lives, but becomes a friend in whom we are learning to 
confide more and more. 
 This relationship with Jesus is at the very heart of the 
Christian life.  However, it is something we must work at.  
While we are on earth, as Paul says, “we see in a mirror 
dimly.”  Our knowledge of God, and of the things of God, is 
limited and easily gets clouded over.  Besides this, our path 
is strewn with difficulties, puzzles, and temptations. 
 If our relationship with Jesus is the most important 
thing in our life, then death will lose its power over us and 
we will be able to live in the joy and freedom of the children 
of God.  Those who have developed a close and warm 
relationship with Christ during life will find it easier to 
recognize and trust Him when He comes at death. 
 Jesus comes to us many times during life, summoning 
us to a deeper and fuller life, a life more in keeping with our 
dignity as children of the Father.  When he comes to us at 
death, he will do for us what the Scriptures tells us he did 
for the little boy at Naim.  He will awaken us to life, not 
however to this earthly life which must one day cease, but 
to eternal life which will never cease. 

 

      INFORMATION UPDATE 
       This Weekend! 

 

  Please pick-up your Parishioner Information  
  Form for updating.  This form will contain:   
  Name, Address, Phone (home/work/cell),  
  Email Address, Birthdate, and Sacramental 

Data for all members of your household.  Please take time 
to review the information, update and include what is 
outdated or missing. 
 

Why are we doing an INFORMATION UPDATE?  Three 
reasons.  First, we try to update information as we receive 
address, name, email, and other changes.  We aren’t always 
notified, so we want to make sure our records are as up to 
date as possible so communication with our parishioners is 
top notch.  Second, there have been numerous requests for 
an updated Parish Directory – but the parish records need 
updating before that can happen.  And third, we would like 
to have as many up to date email addresses and cell phone 
numbers so we can begin to communicate more efficiently 
using the latest technology. 
 

Here are a few reminders about Family information when 
you are updating:  Children older than 25 years of age must 
register on their own and have been removed from 
information sheets. Children younger than 25 years of age- 
NOT LIVING AT HOME- must register on their own (this does 
not include college students).  We do not need exact dates 
of sacraments if not known, but the year would be 
appreciated. 
 

Please answer the question about whether you want your 
information published in the Parish Directory and what 
information you wish published.  This will save us having to 
contact you. 
 

Thank you for your assistance with this project – we hope to 
move quickly in updating data and have a directory 
completed by early spring.  If you have questions or need 
assistance, please contact Lois Sokolowski at the parish 
office. 

INFORMATION 

 So during this month of November, remember those 
you loved and who had such an effect on your life.  Ask 
them to help you through the journey of life by their 
prayers for you when they enter into God’s kingdom.  
Together let us ask the Lord to strengthen and confirm us in 
faith, in hope, and in love, so that we may bring His peace 
to one another and one day stand united with all the saints 
who praise God eternally. 
 Have a wonderful week.  Please find a place for me in 
your prayers. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 

https://stthomasmoretroy.org/
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Readings for the Week of November 17, 2019 
 

Sunday Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Mal 3:19-20a; Ps 98:5-6, 7-8, 9; 2 Thes 3:7-12; 
 Lk 21:5-19 
Monday The Dedication of the Basilicas of Saints  
 Peter and Paul, Apostles; Saint Rose  
 Philippine Duchesne, Virgin 
 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63; Ps 119:53,  
 61, 134, 150, 155, 158; Lk 18:35-43 
 Proper Readings for Peter and Paul 
 Acts 28:11-16, 30-31; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6;  
 Mt 14:22-33 
Tuesday 2 Mc 6:18-31; Ps 3:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31; Ps 17:1bcd, 5-6, 8b and 15;  
 Lk 19:11-28 
Thursday Memorial of the Presentation of the Blessed  
 Virgin Mary 
 1 Mc 2:15-29; Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15;  
 Lk 19:41-44 
Friday Memorial of Saint Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr 
 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59; 1 Chr 29:10bcd, 11abc,  
 11d-12a, 12bcd; Lk 19:45-48 
Saturday Saint Clement I, Pope and Martyr; Saint 
 Columban, Abbot; Blessed Miguel Agustin  
 Pro, Priest and Martyr 
 1 Mc 6:1-13; Ps 9:2-3, 4 and 6, 16 and 19:  
 Lk 20:27-40 
Sunday Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of  
 the Universe 
 2 Sm 5:1-3; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5; Col 1:12-20; 
 Lk 23:35-43 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Logan and Briggs Connolly 
†  Michael Damone—friend of Msgr. Rice 

†  Patricia Firlik—mother of Chris Reynaert 
†  Fr. Lawrence Anthony Pettke 

 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

Delphine Bartle 
Rosanne Bishop 

Jerry Calkins 
Chris Crocker 

John Dietz 
Beatrice Gosine 

Thomas Mann 
Betty Mayer 
Elaine Rosen 

Carol Simmons 
Darlene Urbach 
Helen Walczak 

Prayers in our Parish 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  November 16 
  4:30p  For the People of St. Thomas More 
 

Sunday  November 17 
  7:30a  Jim Dunleavy—2nd Anniversary 
 

  9:30a  Jim Dunleavy—2nd Anniversary 
 

11:30a  Jim Dunleavy—2nd Anniversary 
 

Tuesday  November 19 
  9:00a  For the Poor and the Homeless 
 

Wednesday November 20 
  9:00a  Pam Gattuso 
 

Thursday  November 21 
  9:00a  Arthur and Richard Schmaltz 
 

Saturday  November 23 
  4:30p  Shelby Brown 
   Thomas Hoef—20th Anniversary 
 

Sunday  November 24 
  7:30a  Jim Dunleavy 
 

  9:30a  Jim Dunleavy 
 

11:30a  Jim Dunleavy 
   John E. Kraft 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
Capt. Chip Evans 
Spc. Evan K. Fowler 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Pfc. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Spc. Carl Voag 
LTJG. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 
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MINISTERS FOR MASS—CHRIST THE KING— NOVEMBER 23 & 24 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 7:30 AM Sunday 9:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Michael Stach 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Don Baross 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

COMMENTATOR Emma Kotwick Chuck Moss Dan Parente Sue Ktor 

LECTOR Chris Mann Tom Catalano Craig Como Barbara Lepri 

SERVERS Miriam Krueger 
Hudson Mclaine 

Jim Schultz 
Pat Schultz 

Heidi Jackson 
Isela Mulcahy 
Noah Tanguay 

Susie Klein 
John Ranxa 
Lucie Rosati 

USHERS Carol Glowacki 
Jim Hager 
Don McKay 
Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 

John Gielniak 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemak 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski  
Ron Wlosinski 

Norm Cicone 
Jim Duhart 
Gerry Gostomski 
George Halter 
Andy Olson 
Jim Ward 
Greg Wise 

Zach Azzam 
Frank Biondo 
Marv Olane 
Mark Parent 
Richard Schmitz 
Mike Tauscher  

MASS COORD. Carol Glowacki Larry Jeziorski Melinda Prucha Tom Calnen 

RECEPTIONIST Nancy Frawley NOT FILLED Jean Dasch Lynn Eschrich 

Worship 

Thanksgiving Eve Family Mass 
Wednesday, November 27, 7:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Home for Thanksgiving and planning on meeting up with 
friends on Thanksgiving Eve?  Start your evening giving 

thanks to God with your parish family and friends. 
All are Welcome! 

 

There will be no 9:00 am Mass on Wednesday, November 27 
or Thursday, November 28 

A T T E N T I O N  A L L  W O R S H I P  M I N I S T E R S !  
 

Our current schedule ends on November 29th.  You should 
have received an email last week from Mary Ann Hannigan 
through MSP asking you to update your preferences for 
serving at weekend Masses as well as dates that you are not 
available to serve from December 2019 to April 2020.  If you 
haven’t updated your MSP profile, you have until the end of 
today (Sunday) to do so.  The new schedule will be created 
this week and released to you by next weekend.  Once the 
schedule is released you will be able to sign up for 
Thanksgiving Eve and Christmas Masses. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Mary Ann 
Hannigan, evangelization@stmoffice.com 
(or 586-438-1896) or Deacon Michael at the Parish Office. 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING 
 

The First Sunday of Advent is December 1st.  During this 
Advent Season, we are asking for STM parishioners to light 
the candle (s) of the Advent Wreath during the weekend 
Liturgies.  You can be a family, a couple, or an individual. 
 
 

If you are interested in participating in the 
Mass by being a candle lighter for the Advent 
Wreath, please sign-up at the Information 
Counter or call Deacon Michael, 248-647-2222 
or dcnmichael@stmoffice.com. 
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In our Parish 

 

Conversation with Catholic men… 
Join the discussion! 

 

Monday, November 25 @ 7:00pm 
Church Conference Room 

 

(Sacristy Hallway as you enter the Sanctuary) 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The St. Thomas More Intercessory Prayer Service is 
Wednesday, November 20 at 7:00 pm. 

 

Please join us to pray for intentions submitted by our 
parish members and for your own personal intentions. 

 
 
 

      STM BOOK CLUB 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The STM Book Club selection for November is Mount 
Vernon Love Story by Mary Higgins Clark.  This is an 
historical novel about the love and marriage of George and 
Martha Washington.  And, what some felt was his true love 
for his best friend's wife.  This is Clark's first novel, 
originally published in 1969. 
 

Please join us Tuesday 11/19 at 10 AM in Room 2 for the 
discussion. 

Thanksgiving Senior Lunch 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Join us Wednesday, November 20th at Noon for a 
Thanksgiving Feast – soup, sandwiches, and pumpkin pie!  
We will share conversation and what we are thankful for.  

Please RSVP to the parish office by Tuesday, November 19. 

GRIEVING WITH HOPE 
 

For adults who have experienced loss, this is a “drop in” 
program that requires no pre-registration.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, November 27, Room 1  
6:30 - 8:00PM 

 

Meetings are the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month. 

 THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

    Weekday Masses 
        Tues, Wed, Thurs, 9a 
         Rosary before Mass 

 

 Monday, November 18 
 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, Level II, 4:30p 
 Hospitality Committee Meeting, 7p 
 Parish Council Meeting, 7p 
 

 Tuesday, November 19 
 STM Book Club, 10a 
 Contemporary Ensemble Rehearsal, 6p 
 Bible Study, The Creed, 7p 
 Finance Council Meeting, 7p 
 

 Wednesday, November 20 
 Senior Lunch, 12p 
 Intercessory Prayer Service, 7p 
 Walking with Purpose, 7p 
 

 Thursday, November 21 
 Handbell Choir, 10a 
 Walking with Purpose, 10a 
 Adult Choir Rehearsal, 7:30p 
 

 Saturday, November 23 
 Christmas Giving Tree 
 Funeral Mass, Patricia Firlik, 11a 
 

 Sunday, November 24 
 Christmas Giving Tree 
 Faith Formation Circle of Grace, 8:15a, 9:30a 
 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Level I, 8:15a, 9:30a 
 Faith Formation Classes, 8:15a, 10:15a, 7p 
 Youth Group, 7p 
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Faith Formation 

CIRCLE OF GRACE  
PARENT/STUDENT MEETING  

Faith Formation parents are asked to attend 
with their child(ren) for Grades 3, 4, 5 on 

Sunday, November 24 in the Social Hall during your 
students morning class. 

ST. THOMAS MORE YOUTH GROUP 
INVITING ALL  

9TH THROUGH 12TH GRADERS 
 

 11/17: Regular Session (TRIVIA!!), 7 - 8:15 pm 
 

 11/24:*New Addition: Cider Mill (Meet at Yates), 2 – 
3:00 pm Community Service Activity back at St. Thomas 
More (Cards for Troops), 7 - 8:15 pm 

 

 12/1: Thanksgiving Break (NO MEETING) 
 

 12/8: Youth Group Advent Mass, 11:30am, Advent 
Family Party immediately following Mass (Volunteers 
needed) and regular meeting, 7:00 – 8:15 pm in the 
Social Hall 

 

 12/15: Christmas Party/Dance! 7:00 – 8:30pm in the 
Social Hall   

 

Sign up via email at pobrien@catholiccentral.net 

STM 

STM Women’s Ministry  
Advent Tea & Dessert 

Wednesday, December 4th 
from 7:00 – 9:00 pm 

 
St. Thomas More Women’s Ministry is inviting you to join 
us for a spiritual and fun evening preparing your hearts and 
minds for the season of Advent.  Our guest speaker for the 
evening is Mary Wilkerson the host of  “Certifiably Catholic” 
podcast.  Mary also has been our guest speaker for the 
Spring Tea, First Faith Formation Gathering, and Youth 
Group Retreat.   All women are invited, and encouraged 
to invite their friends and family to attend. You may register 
as a table hostess or an individual guest.  There is no charge 
for this event.  A free will offering will be accepted.  
________________________________________________ 

Registration Form 
Volunteer to be a table hostess! Hostesses provide table 
settings, holiday decorations, centerpiece and a dessert for 
a table of eight (8) women. Many partner with one or two 
others to host a table. It is lots of fun, and requires only a 
few hours of your time for planning, baking (or buying) and 
decorating. Hostess guidelines will be provided upon 
registration. Complete the form below, or contact the Faith 
Formation office at #248-647-4680 or e-mail 
angela@stmoffice.com.  RSVP by November 29th to the 
Faith Formation Office. 
 
Name:_____________________________________________ 

Phone #: ___________________________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________________ 
Register as:          ____ Table Hostess 
                               ____ Individual  

      Please join us for the 

 ANNUAL CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PARTY 
  after the 11:30 am Family Mass 
      hosted by the Youth Group 

    December 8, 12:30-2:00 PM 
            In the Social Hall 

       FUN, GAMES, AND A SPECIAL GUEST 
        provided by Hospitality 

   Download Our New Parish App! 
Faith Formation will use this app to  

inform families of inclement weather and  
class cancellations. 

To download the new parish app to your phone Text APP 
to 88202 and follow instructions to download. Once you 
have downloaded the App, join the Faith Formation group 
to receive short announcements, reminders and inclement 
weather closure. Information about St. Thomas More at 
your fingertips. Parish Calendar, online giving, Mass times 
and more now available on your phone. 

FAITH FORMATION SCHEDULE 
 

 Dec 1– No Classes (Thanksgiving Break) 
 Dec 8– Regular Classes, 11:30 am Advent Family Mass 

followed by Christmas Party at 12:30pm 
 Dec 15– Regular Classes  
 

Upcoming First Reconciliation/First Communion Events 
 Dec 15 – Parent and Student Meeting in Room 2 during 

child’s class time. 

        THANKSGIVING EVE MASS 
We strongly encourage families to attend 
the Thanksgiving Eve Mass at 7:00 pm on 

Wednesday, November 27th. 
 

Unfortunately, due to low participation, Faith Formation 
will not be hosting the Mass this year.  

mailto:angela@stmoffice.com
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In our Parish 

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE PROGRAM 
 

The annual St. Thomas More Christmas Giving Tree 
Program begins this weekend.  The wooden trees with tags 
for the charitable organizations will be set up in the 
Gathering Area. 

Please take a tag from the organization(s) that  
you would like to help. 

 
 Snowflake—Vista Maria 
 
 

 Gingerbread Man—Crossroads of Michigan (Det.) 
 
 

 Christmas Tree—Ladies of Charity 
 
 

 Teddy Bear—Mary's Children Family Center  
 
 

 Snowman—Morse Elementary School 
 
 

 Red Circle—St. Elizabeth Briarbank for Women 
 
 

 Angel—St. Vincent de Paul at STM 
 
 

 Blue Star—Welcome Inn Homeless Shelter (Men) 

 
 

 Pink Star—Welcome Inn Homeless Shelter (Women) 
 
 
 

 Sunburst—Baldwin Center 
 
 

 Lamb—Wee Care, Right to Life-LIFESPAN 
 
 

 Apple—SVdP South Oakland Food Depot 
 
 

 Blue Circle—Crossroads Care Center, Auburn Hills 
 
 

 Yellow Star - Jail Outreach Ministry 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  All gifts, with tags securely attached, must 
be brought to the Social Hall no later than Sunday, 
December 8th so that the gifts can be delivered to the 
organizations that week. 
 

The Christian Service Commission thanks you for helping 
those in need have a merrier Christmas. 

 
        Gathering Area 
       Family Tree Decorating 

 
 
 
 

Every year there are Christmas trees set up in the Gathering 
Area of the church.  This Christmas Season, Msgr. Rice and 
the parish staff thought it would be nice to have parish 
families decorate the trees that surround the Crèche.  How 
wonderful to share your Christmas decorations with 
parishioners and visitors. 
 

Decorating will take place on Sunday, December 8th from 
12:30 to 4 p.m.  Light refreshments will be provided while 
you are decorating.  Trees will be lighted, so that task is 
already complete!  You decide the theme – it can be holiday 
colors, religious, character, family, or use your imagination.  
Just remember, it is going to be near the Nativity and 
church!  The trees will be against the wall or up against 
another tree, so it is possible that only 3 sides of the tree 
will need decorations.  Your family name will be on the tree 
you decorate. Decorations should be removed the week of 
January 5, 2020. 
 

If your family is interested in decorating a tree, please email 
me ASAP.  Six  families will be chosen based on the receipt 
date/time of the email and must be received by November 
22nd.  NO PHONE MESSAGES – EMAIL ONLY!  Note, if you 
are not one of the first six families this year, you will be one 
of the first contacted next year to see if you would like to 
participate. 
 

If you have questions, you can email or call the parish 
office.  I look forward to hearing from many of you and 
cannot wait to see how beautiful the trees will be for the 
season.  EMAIL:  lois@stmoffice.com 
 

Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 

Thank You, Parishioners 
“I was hungry and you gave me to eat; I was thirsty and you 

gave me to drink..” Matthew 25:35 
 

Thank you so much for your generosity during the 
Thanksgiving Gift Card collection.  Gift cards from 
Hollywood Market, Kroger, and Meijer, and cash donations 
amounted to $4,325. That is amazing!  Half will go to St. 
Vincent de Paul at STM and the other half to needy families 
at Morse Elementary School in Troy. 
  

The Christian Service Commission appreciates your 
willingness to help those less fortunate in our community. 

mailto:lois@stmoffice.com
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Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE 

Evangelization 
UNLEASH THE GOSPEL 

Remembrance and Reconciliation 
by John Hannigan 

 

In November, as the Church winds down the Liturgical year, 
we remember all those who have preceded us in death. We 
rejoice in the glory of the saints in heaven and join in 
hopeful prayer for the souls in Purgatory. Yet we seldom 
bring to mind the inevitable fact that we, too, will die. Even 
if the Second Coming happens today and we skip physical 
death, at the end we will face judgement before Jesus. In 
these weeks, the Church reminds us to reflect on our 
mortality, and on heaven and hell. The first reading today 
(Malachi 3:19-20) warns us of that certain judgement when 
we will be called to account for our lives: 
 

“Lo, the day is coming, blazing like an oven, when all the 
proud and all evildoers will be stubble, and the day that is 
coming will set them on fire, leaving them neither root 
nor branch, says the Lord of hosts. But for you who fear 
my name, there will arise the sun of justice with its 
healing rays.”  

 

Of course, we “know neither the day nor the hour” of our 
death (Matt 25:13). In today’s Gospel, the people ask Jesus 
for the signs that the end is near. He mentions war, famine, 
earthquake, betrayal and persecution. But these are always 
with us and false messiahs can claim such “awesome sights 
and mighty signs” as their own. This is why Jesus wants us 
always to be prepared, to love our neighbors, and to be in 
right relationship with God. Paul today writes of avoiding “a 
disorderly way” that separates us from God. These 
disordered ways are all those sins that we too easily fall 
into. 
 

Even in remembrance of death and judgement, there is 
great hope. Jesus has given us the means, through His 
Church, to restore order, to be reconciled to God, to avail 
ourselves of the Father’s boundless Mercy and be forgiven 
of every sin. While we still live, we have the opportunity to 
ask for and receive God’s forgiveness of our transgressions 
in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Take time this week to 
put aside shame, go to Confession, and be forgiven. The 
Gospel acclamation today says: “Stand erect and raise your 
heads because your redemption is at hand.” Be prepared 
for death. Step forward in humility, “you who fear my 
name” and bask in the rising “sun of justice with its healing 
rays” (Malachi 3:20) 
 

Comments/Questions? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION 
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As we approach the end of the liturgical year, our readings 
offer a sobering reminder that this life is not our ultimate 
aim, and that God’s justice will triumph in the end. Now is 
the time to get our priorities in right order, putting God first 
above all else as his faithful stewards. 
 

Our Lord brings home the urgency 
of right priorities in our Gospel 
passage from Luke, reminding 
the  people around him who were 
looking at the temple nearby, “All 
that you see here — the days will 
come when there will not be left a 
stone upon another stone that will 
not be thrown down.” All in this 
world is passing, our Lord reminds. 
We must keep our focus on eternity. 
 

Yet, before the eternal bliss of heaven, we should expect to 
be tried and tested. “Before all this happens, however, they 
will seize and persecute you, they will hand you over to the 
synagogues and to prisons and they will have you led 
before kings and governors because of my name. 
 

“Sounds scary.  But if you are living a stewardship way of 
life, there is nothing to fear. You have a plan in place. All 
you need to do is stick with it. Put our Lord first in your 
time, with your talents and through your use of treasure. 
This way of life is not meant to be easy. But Jesus promises 
it will lead to eternal salvation and the joy of union with 
Him. “You will be hated by all because of my name, but not 
a hair on your head will be destroyed. By your 
perseverance you will secure your lives.” 

  Catholic Charities of SE Michigan 
 

 Each day, Catholic Charities of Southeast 
 Michigan (CCSEM) serves families from 
 all walks of life at 14 locations throughout 

the Archdiocese of Detroit. Through the All Saints Soup 
Kitchen and Food Pantry in southwest Detroit, services for 
newcomers to the United States, Project Hope for expectant 
mothers and mothers with young children, and other 
ministries, CCSEM brings the love and mercy of Jesus Christ to 
our brothers and sisters most in need. 
 

Next weekend, our parish will take up a special collection for 
CCSEM. Please prayerfully consider contributing to help 
CCSEM care for the most vulnerable among us. 
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Thanksgiving Break 
 

  Parish Offices will be closed on 
  Thanksgiving Day, November 28, 

and Friday, November 29. 
 

Offices will reopen on Monday, December 2 at 9:00am 

In our Parish 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We the Christian Community of St. Thomas More, in an 
atmosphere of hospitality, are dedicated to proclaiming 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ through 
excellence in worship, education, and service to others. 

 

We believe that the nurturing of the community around the 
Eucharistic Table is extended.  Through gatherings which 
further strengthen and support us.  We shall pursue this 

mission faithfully through the power of the Holy Spirit and 
the gifts and talents of our members. 

           Gallup Poll Revisited 
 

  February 24, 2018 parishioners met 
  to review and discuss the results of 
  the parish wide Gallup Poll in 
  response to the Archdiocese of 
  Detroit’s Unleash the Gospel (*UTG) 
  Initiative.  The Group discerned the 
  findings of the survey and developed 

many good ideas that became Parish Action Items.  The 
Action Items were presented to the committees and 
commissions within the parish.  Committees and 
commissions were asked to respond to these items.  Here is 
one commission that is currently addressing their action 
items.  Please look for regular updates on each of the items 
over the next few months. 
 

This month the items for the Stewardship Commission 
were as follows: 
 

Updating the Parish Directory and Develop an email blast 
list – UTG* Action Item 2.3.1(c) & (d)  This is an item that is 
in progress.  Look for the Information Update Packets to be 
distributed the weekend of November 16 & 17.  Please pick 
up your packet, update the information, and return to the 
parish promptly.  This effort is labor and time intensive so 
the quicker the information is returned it can be updated in 
the parish’s census program and information prepared for a 
new directory.  This information update will also allow the 
parish to facilitate email communications and data for 
various programs. 
 

Provide welcoming atmosphere via Welcome Wagon and 
Welcome Video   These items are in discussion by the 
Steward Commission.  Active members in the commission is 
low at the moment, prohibiting more than one or two 
items to be addressed.  
 

Expand Coffee & Conversation – Invite people to attend 
this and other events – UTG* Action Item 2.1.5(c) & (b) 
To be discussed in more detail in January 2020. 

 
 
 
 

Download the Parish App! 

 

Have information about St. Thomas More at your fingertips. 
Download the parish app to your phone. 

 

Text APP to 88202 and follow instructions to download. 
 

Parish Calendar, online giving, Mass times and more  
now available on your phone. 

Gardening Angels 
 

A big Thank You to the Gardening Angels (Lorraine, Mary 
Ann, Janet, Diane, and Lois) for coming out in the cold 
weather on Friday to planet 160 spring bulbs around the 
entrances of the church.  The bulbs should be in their 
flowering glory around Easter. 
 

As you are doing your fall clean-up of your bushes, please 
consider donating the branches to the Gardening Angels for 
decoration in the planters.  We are looking for the following 
plant material:  White Birch branches up to 1 inch in 
diameter, red twigs, Winter Berry and Holly branches. We 
will be needing the branches by November 29.  
 
 
 
 

Please contact Carol Glowacki if you have any 
branches to donate. (karolaglow@yahoo.com) 

mailto:karolaglow@yahoo.com


PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 

dcndonb@stmoffice.com 
 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555 
dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 

 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

Brian Foos, Director 
248 -647-2222 x. 4444 

bjfoos@gmail.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE  
Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 

248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

 

Eva Ashor, Bookkeeper  
248-647-2222 x. 3333 

bookkeeper@stmoffice.com 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
Josylin Mateus, Director 

248-647-4680  
josylin@stmoffice.com 

 

Angela Seba, Secretary 
248-647-4680 

angela@stmoffice.com 
 

Sandi Gardner, Section Head 
248-647-4680 

sandi@stmoffice.com 
 

Patrick O’Brien, Youth Minister 
pobrien@catholiccentral.net 

 
SOCIAL MEDIA 

Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 
stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 

 
MAINTENANCE 

Ben Olar 
Pete Whiting 

248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday - Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.  Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday at 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday at 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.  
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday at  9:00 a.m.  -  Rosary before Mass 

Holy Days: 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 p.m. 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

