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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We the Christian Community of St. Thomas More, 
in an atmosphere of hospitality, are dedicated 
to proclaiming the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ through excellence in worship, 

education, and service to others. 
 

We believe that the nurturing of the community  
around the Eucharistic Table is extended  

through gatherings which further strengthen and  
support us.  We shall pursue this mission faithfully  

through the power of the Holy Spirit and the  
gifts and talents of our members. 

MONTH OF CELEBRATIONS 
 

 June is the month of many celebrations like today’s 
celebration of Father’s Day, but graduations of all kinds are 
also at the top of the list.  So I want to extend sincere 
congratulations and best wishes to all our parishioners who 
are graduation from high school, colleges, and universities. 
 

 For many, the day of graduation may seem long in 
coming.  But one can only hope that when the day finally 
arrives the student has learned that education is a life-long 
process.  The graduate who believes he or she is finished 
learning is the graduate who will fail the one exam that 
matters the most:  Life.  To stop learning is to stop living 
the exciting and continually unfolding human experience. 
 

 Catholics of all ages have a particular obligation to 
continue their efforts at life-long learning because their 
involvement in the church’s mission is essential for the life 
and future of the church.  Today, more so than ever, 
Catholic graduates need to recognize their responsibility 
for today’s world and to live their Christian faith in such a 
way that it has real impact on society, an impact that has a 
transforming effect.  To live up to this calling requires 
graduates—and all people—to continue to be formed in 
faith as an adult through study, prayer, reading, reflection, 
discussion, and a faithful participation in the sacraments 
and mission of the church.  Just “going to Mass on Sunday” 
but doing nothing else to develop one’s faith as an adult 
leaves the modern Catholic man or woman ill-equipped to 
effectively witness to Christ in our complex world.  Simply 
put, people have to put forth efforts to grow in an 
understanding and appreciation of their faith, and how 
their faith applies to the often disturbing and continuing 
realities of life in the last decade of the 21st century. 
 

 May God bless all our graduates with a future bright 
with promise.  May they grow not only in age, but in 
wisdom, knowledge, and love. 
 

 Enjoy this beautiful day.  HAPPY FATHER’S DAY to all 
the dads of our parish.  Please find a place for me in your 
prayers. 
 

        Msgr. Tom Rice 
 
 

“I ask that you have the grace to be very close to your 
children, letting them grow, but being by their side. They 
need you, your presence, to be there, your love!”  
      - Pope Francis to Fathers 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

SATURDAY, JUNE 27 

 

MSGR. TOM RICE’S BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION 

Msgr. Rice’s Birthday is Saturday, June 27th.  This birthday 
is one of those “significant ones” and we wanted to make it 
special for him but with the Coronavirus restrictions we will 

be having a “Honk, it’s my Birthday” celebration. 
 

After the 4:30 pm Mass on June 27th, Monsignor will be 
under the canopy of the church (facing Adams Road).  Even 

if you aren’t returning to Mass yet, please drive by at  
5:30 pm and wish Monsignor a Happy Birthday!  If you’d 
like to leave him a note or a card, you can drop it in the 

“Happy Birthday Wishes” box. 
 

Please show your support for our pastor and join us in 
congratulating him on his milestone birthday, and wishing 

him God’s blessings for many more! 
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PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

Rosanne Bishop 
Melisa Bolden 
Dan Parente 

Alfred (Nicki) Pietrantoni 
Elaine Rosen 
Patricia Roy 

Carol Simmons 
Helen Walczak 

 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Shirley Ann Bell—mother of Angela and Sandra Bell 
†  Shirley McGreevy Mullett—wife of Michael Mullett 

†  Kenneth Oxley—husband of Virigina Oxley 
†  Sally Wagoner—neighbor of Joann Silagy 

 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

Prayers in our Parish 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  June 20 
  4:30p  Michael Gearty—In Loving Memory 
 

Sunday  June 21 
  8:30a  Nicholas & Mary Chapley—23rd Anniversary 
   James Debolski 
   Ellis Zink 
 

11:30a  Joseph Chick 
   Joseph Miceli 
   Joe Semany—Special Intention 
 

Wednesday June 24 
   Edna Crookston—6th Anniversary 
   William Hannan 
   Susan Middlemiss 
 

Saturday  June 27 
  4:30p  Msgr. Tom Rice—Birthday Celebration 
   James D. Pawlowski 
   James S. Pawlowski—36th Anniversary 
 

Sunday  June 28 
  8:30a  Shelby Brown 
 

11:30a  Shirley Ann Bell 
   Melisa Bolden—Special Intention 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
Capt. Chip Evans 
Spc. Evan K. Fowler 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

ENS Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Pfc. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Spc. Carl Voag 
LTJG. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

Readings for the Week of June 21, 2020 
 

Sunday Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Jer 20:10-13; Ps 69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35;  
 Rom 5:12-15; Mt 10:26-33 
Monday Saint Paulinus of Nola, Bishop; Saints John  
 Fisher, Bishop, and Thomas More, Martyrs 
 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18; Ps 60:3, 4-5,  
 12-13; Mt 7:1-5 
Tuesday 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36;  
 Ps 48:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 10-11; Mt 7:6, 12-14 
Wednesday Solemnity of the Nativity of Saint John the  
 Baptist 

Vigil: Jer 1:4-10; Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6ab, 
15ab and 17; 1 Pt 1:8-12; Lk 1:5-17 

 Day: Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-
 15; Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80 
Thursday 2 Kgs 24:8-17; Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9;  
 Mt 7:21-29 
Friday 2 Kgs 25:1-12; Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6;  
 Mt 8:1-4 
Saturday Saint Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop and 
 Doctor of the Church 
 Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19; Ps 74:1b-2, 3-5, 6-7,  
 20-21; Mt 8:5-17 
Sunday Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a; Ps 89:2-3, 16-17, 18-
 19; Rom 6:3-4, 8-11; Mt 10:37-42 
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MINISTERS FOR MASS—THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—JUNE 27 & 28 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Michael Stach 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

COMMENTATOR Barbara Lepri Melinda Prucha NOT FILLED 

LECTOR Barbara Lepri Melinda Prucha NOT FILLED 

SERVERS Alessandra Lee Isela Mulcahy Claire DePorre 

USHERS Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 

John Gielniak 
Dan Hayden 
Mike Morrison 

Zach Azzam 
Marvin Olane 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Larry Jeziorski Melinda Prucha Mary Ann Hannigan 

Worship 

 
 
 
 

 

PRAYER FOR FATHERS 
 

God our Father, We give you thanks and praise  
for fathers young and old. 

 

We pray for young fathers, newly embracing their 
vocation; May they find courage and perseverance to 

balance work, family and faith in joy and sacrifice. 
 

We pray for our own Fathers around the world  
whose children are lost or suffering;  

May they know that the God of compassion  
walks with them in their sorrow. 

 

We pray for men who are not fathers but still  
mentor and guide us with fatherly love and advice. 

 

We remember fathers, grandfather, and  
great grandfathers who are no longer with us  

but who live forever in our memory and  
nourish us with their love.  Amen 

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

A theme of courage in the Lord connects today’s Scripture 
readings. The Prophet Jeremiah senses those who were my 
friends are ready to denounce him on every side. He fears 
not, but takes courage and professes: The Lord is with me, 
like a mighty champion. In the Gospel from the evangelist 
St. Matthew, Jesus reassures the Apostles that nothing 
happens without God’s knowledge. So do not be afraid, 
Jesus proclaims. Christian stewards put their faith and trust 
in Christ, our Lord and Savior. As a result, they are not 
afraid to defend Church teaching on the Sacrament of 
Matrimony, abortion, and other moral directives 
challenged by secular society. Jesus’ Truth is revealed in the 
Sacred Word. Take a few minutes to read Holy Scripture 
daily and refer to the Catechism of the Catholic Church to 
learn more about Church teaching. 
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Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE 

Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

“QUO VADIS?” - CALLED TO BE CALLED “FATHER”? 
by John Hannigan 

 

The apocryphal Acts of Peter tells how St. Peter left Rome 
to escape Nero’s persecutions. On the road, he had a vision 
of Jesus walking towards him. Peter asked, “Domine, quo 
vadis? “Lord, where are you going?” He said, “I go to Rome 
to be crucified … again.” Then Peter remembered he was 
called to follow Jesus. In humility, Peter did God’s will and 
“returned to Rome rejoicing and glorifying the Lord.” Yes, 
he was crucified; his sacrifice bearing witness to the Truth.  
 

Jesus asks us the same question: “Quo vadis?” Where are 
you going? He wants us to discern how we are called to do 
God’s will. Today, Fathers’ Day, is a perfect time for the 
men and boys in our parish to ask themselves: “Where am I 
going?” “How am I living out a charism of fatherhood?” 
Asking this prayerfully is to discern vocation.  
 

Many men are called to marriage and parenthood, to raise 
children of faith and virtue, supporting them by loving their 
mother, and providing a home where his family can be a 
thriving “domestic church.” There are many others ways 
men are paternal, as brothers or uncles, as teachers, 
mentors or coaches, by working with and serving the needs 
of children or teens, and by accompanying other men in 
friendship. All men are willed by God to be models of 
sacrificial love, service, virtue and holiness.  
 

In a special way, some men are called by God to ministry 
and the priesthood. These are men whose vocation is to 
raise the children of God as members of Holy Mother the 
Church, to provide a parish home where we grow in 
relationship with Jesus, to help form us into joyful disciples, 
and especially to bring us to Christ in the Sacraments.  
 

Quo Vadis? Is God calling you to the priesthood? Is it the 
vocation of one of your sons, grandsons or nephews? Are 
you or someone you know meant to be called “Father” by 
the faithful? Or “Deacon”? Often the Holy Spirit will inspire 
when we ask a young man if to consider becoming a priest.  
 

All fatherhood requires sacrifice. That of a priest is a 
particularly challenging and rewarding blessing. Responding 
to any vocation requires prayer. Let us pray that the men 
and boys in our parish who are “called to be called ‘Father’” 
hear and respond “yes,” and bear sacrificial witness to the 
Truth as priests in loving service to God’s family. 
 
 

Questions or comments: UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION 
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Today’s readings call us to tackle the challenging issues of 
fear and trust — two concepts that must be confronted and 
dealt with by all of us who wish to live the stewardship way 
of life. 
 

The Lord knows that facing down our fears and choosing to 
trust Him with all areas of our lives is an ongoing challenge 
for us. He is generous with reassurances to us throughout 
the Scriptures. 
 

Today’s Gospel passage from Matthew is a case in point. In 
the span of eight verses, Jesus addresses the topic of fear 
four times: 
 

• “Fear no one.” 

• “Do not be afraid of those who kill 
 the body but cannot kill the soul.” 

• “Rather, be afraid of the one who 
 can destroy both soul and body.” 

•  “So do not be afraid.” 
 

And the reassurance continues. “Are 
not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them 
falls to the ground without your Father’s knowledge. Even 
all the hairs of your head are counted.” Notice that Jesus 
says, “your Father” in describing God’s intimate knowledge 
and tender care for each one of us. He is truly “Abba,” our 
Dad, Who knows us inside and out. 
 

With that, let us all breathe a huge sigh of relief. All is well. 
Our Father knows us through and through, sent His Son to 
save us, and will always take care of us.  
 

Let’s stop wasting any more time with fear. Instead, let’s 
put all our energy, all our time, our talents and our treasure 
into trusting this great and loving God, using all that we are 
and all that He has given us to bring Him glory. 

mailto:UnleashSTM@gmail.com


 
PASTORAL STAFF 

Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 
248-647-2222 x. 1111 

 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 
dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 
WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 
248-647-2222 x. 5555 

dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444 
bjfoos@gmail.com 

 
PARISH OFFICE  

Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 
248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

 
FAITH FORMATION 

Josylin Mateus, Director 
248-647-4680  

josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Sandi Gardner, Section Head 
248-647-4680 

sandi@stmoffice.com 
 

 
SOCIAL MEDIA 

Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 
stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 

 
MAINTENANCE 

Ben Olar 
Pete Whiting 

248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 

 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

