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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We the Christian Community of St. Thomas More, 
in an atmosphere of hospitality, are  

dedicated to proclaiming the life, death,  
and resurrection of Jesus Christ through  

excellence in worship, education, and  
service to others. 

 

We believe that the nurturing of the community  
around the Eucharistic Table is extended  

through gatherings which further strengthen  
and support us.  We shall pursue this  
mission faithfully through the power  

of the Holy Spirit and the gifts and talents  
of our members. 

Readings for the Week of July 26, 2020 
 

Sunday Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12; Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-
 128, 129-130; Rom 8:28-30; Mt 13:44-52  
 or Mt 13:44-46 
Monday Jer 13:1-11; Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21;  
 Mt 13:31-35 
Tuesday Jer 14:17-22; Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13;  
 Mt 13:36-43 
Wednesday Memorial of Saint Martha 
 Jer 15:10, 16-21; Ps 59:2-3, 4, 10-11, 17, 
 18; Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 
Thursday Saint Peter Chrysologus, Bishop and 
 Doctor of the Church 

Jer 18:1-6; Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab;  
Mt 13:47-53 

Friday Memorial of Saint Ignatius of Loyola, 
 Priest 
 Jer 26:1-9; Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14; Mt 13:54-58 
Saturday Memorial of Saint Alphonsus Liguori, 
 Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
 Jer 26:11-16, 24; Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34;  
 Mt 14:1-12 
Sunday Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 55:1-3; Ps 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18;  
 Rom 8:35, 37-39; Mt 14:13-21 

SPIRITUAL DISARRAY 
 

 It is not uncommon, especially at the time of the funeral 
of a parent, that I hear a tale of spiritual disarray in the life of 
one or other of the children. Although the adult child was 
raised as a Catholic, their job, their social life, their spouse, 
influence them to the extent that their Catholic upbringing 
simply becomes a part of their “childhood.” It is when a 
parent dies—sometimes suddenly—that they realize that 
there is no one left who is going to pray for their happiness, 
no one who loves them only as a parent can. They are now 
much more “alone” on their journey through life.  They are 
vulnerable and forced to ask some tough questions about 
their lives. 
 It is only human to have doubts, and even to be afraid.  
Remember, even the apostles who were physically in the 
presence of Christ often revealed their fear. It is important to 
remember that Jesus does remain present to, and with us 
today during the stressful and crisis times of our lives.  We 
need to be aware of His presence and place our trust and 
confidence in Him. Hopefully people will be able to identify 
Christ’s presence in the world through the people they meet 
every day. We have all met someone whose life is filled with 
Christ’s love. They are an inspiration to us.  Their gifts are 
shared with us generously as they live out the Gospel. For 
many of us, it is a parent or a member of our family, or a 
friend whose presence in life fills us with confidence. The 
Church’s sacraments are another reminder of Jesus’ presence 
among us. Many sick and homebound look forward to 
receiving the Eucharist and visiting with the person who 
brings the Eucharist to them. For the homebound sick it is a 
reminder of the strengths of their links with the family of 
God. Yet at times, in good health, it is all too easy to take the 
sacraments as well as our families and friends for granted. 
 Be secure in God’s love. God does not desert us, 
although we may go off on our own. He wishes to keep us 
close, but we, like many a teenager, can feel that we are old 
enough to be on our own and do as we please … until 
something happens that is beyond our power to control 
when there is no parent waiting up, to help, to counsel, to 
advise, to direct. Yet even then the Lord gives us the 
opportunity to turn back to Him for the comfort that we need 
if we acknowledge His power in and over our life.  Then we 
need not fear. We, too, can allow Jesus to calm the storms of 
life for us, and have hope. 
 Have a wonderful summer. Remember to keep close to 
the Lord. Keep holy the Lord’s Day, wherever you are. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 

A Note From 
Our Pastor 
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Prayers in our Parish 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  July 25 
  4:30p  James D. Pawlowski 
   Jerome Walczak 
 

Sunday  July 26 
  8:30a  Carol Black—Special Intention 
   Pat Cline—Special Intention 
   Msgr. Tom Rice—Birthday Celebration 
   Mike & Mary B. Whiting—Special Intention 
 

11:30a  Eugene Cichanowicz, Birthday Remembrance 
   The Mikulski Family—Special Intention 
   John Mills—6th Anniversary 
   Joan Proctor 
 

Wednesday July 29 
  9:00a  Ralf Crookston—Birthday Celebration 
   Marty Kniespeck –Birthday Remembrance 
   Mike Kniespeck—Birthday Remembrance 
 

Saturday  August 1 
  4:30p  For the People of St. Thomas More 
 

Sunday  August 2 
  8:30a  Helen VanLoon—Special Intention 
 

11:30a  Tom Cavanaugh—Special Intention 
   Jim Dunleavy 
   John Iras 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
Major Charles Evans 
Spc. Evan K. Fowler 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

ENS Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Spc. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Spc. Carl Voag 
LTJG. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Fr. Edwin Balazy 
†  Lucy Lesperance  - mother of Theresa Lesperance 

Rosanne Bishop 
Mafalda Campbell 
Tom Cavanaugh 

Barbara Jermstad 
William McPhail  
O’Boyle Family 

Elaine Rosen 
Joseph Semany 
Carol Simmons 

Clem Stankiewicz 
Helen Walczak 

Mike & Mary B. Whiting 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

In today’s Gospel reading from the evangelist St. Matthew, 
Jesus’ parables describe the Kingdom of Heaven. In the first 
parable, Jesus tells of a man who finds a buried treasure; in 
the second, a merchant searches and finds a valuable pearl. 
In both stories, the men sell everything to buy these 
treasures. Through these parables, we learn to aspire to 
love God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, as well as 
our neighbor. This love graces us in holiness, in our attempt 
to strive for the treasure of heaven. King Solomon, in the 
First Book of Kings, asks God for an understanding 
heart instead of wealth. Faith-filled stewards know the path 
to eternal salvation is not easy. But through evangelization 
efforts expressed through stewardship, we deepen our 
discipleship in Christ and increase our chances of gaining 
eternal life. For examples of those who made Jesus 
personal in their lives, read the inspiring stories of our 
saints and pray to God through them for wisdom and 
guidance. 

Pope’s Prayer Intention—The Maritime World 
 

We pray for all those who work and live from the sea, 
among them sailors, fishermen, and their families. 

 

Pope Francis sent special greetings to the 2 million 
seafarers around the world as part of marking Sea Sunday 
July 12. Sea Sunday is a day meant to remember and pray 
in a special way for the people who depend on the sea for 
their way of life. The month of August will be dedicated to 
“the maritime world.” The pope is asking that people pray 
for all those whose livelihoods depend on the sea, among 
them sailors, seafarers, fishers and their families. 

 

  Philip Michael Kaczmarek 
 

      Died on March 24, 2020 
 Buried from St. Thomas More 
    On July 21, 2020 
 

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord and 
let perpetual light shine upon him. 
    Amen. 
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MINISTERS FOR MASS—EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—AUGUST 1 & 2 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Michael Stach 

COMMENTATOR Barbara Lepri NOT FILLED Joan Reddy 

LECTOR Barbara Lepri NOT FILLED Joan Reddy 

SERVERS Alessandra Lee Isela Mulcahy Noah Tanguay 

USHERS Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Mike Morrison 

Zach Azzam 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 

MASS COORD. Larry Jeziorski Larry Jeziorski NOT FILLED 

Worship 

The Kingdom of Heaven 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Today's Gospel is from Matthew and speaks of the Kingdom of Heaven. Matthew's gospel is the only gospel that uses the 
phrase "Kingdom of Heaven." The other gospels use the Kingdom of God.  Matthew uses the "Kingdom of Heaven" 32 times in 
his gospel. 
 

 I like the gospel of Matthew because my wife, Donna Lea and I taught bible study at Mary's Mantle, a house in Southfield 
for homeless pregnant women. We taught it the first and third Tuesday of the month. We started with the gospel of Matthew 
and never stopped. The turnover of ladies going thru the house allowed us to stay with this format. 
 

The gospel describes three parables about the Kingdom of Heaven: 
 

 The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in the field. The treasure is God's love and the field is ourselves. When 
we find God's love we should be willing to give our love in return. As much as we love our spouses and our children, we need 
to love God more. 
 

 The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant that finds a pearl of great price. The pearl is Jesus and the great price is that 
he died for us. It's our relationship with Jesus. This relationship with Jesus should be first in our life, and everything else 
should be second. It is hard to put Jesus first when we are all tied up in our secular lives, with work, spouses, children, keeping 
up the house, the bills. All of these things we see as important, and they are, but Jesus needs to be in the center of all of this 
stuff. 
 

 The kingdom of heaven is like a net thrown into the sea which catches fish of every kind. The net is ourselves and the 
fish are the good and bad in our lives. It is what we value. When we find that relationship with Jesus we need to determine 
what to keep and what to throw away, what is clutter and what has true meaning in our lives. 
 

 The kingdom of heaven is a spiritual place where God dwells. It is a place in our soul where we find Jesus, a place where 
there is an emptiness when we put God second in our lives, when we don't give Him the credit for His goodness, His love and 
His mercy. That pearl of great price should be in the center of our lives. 
 

Deacon Don Baross 
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Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE 

Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

Hateful Idols? 
by John Hannigan 

 

The motivations of individuals and “mobs” pulling down or 
vandalizing statues are complicated. Their actions may be 
rash, or not. Some acts are powerful political statements 
against injustices the images are thought to represent. Other 
protests seem indiscriminant and may be done in ignorance.  

Compared to understanding history, pulling down a 
statue is easy. It takes effort to comprehend outrage a 
person can feel when confronted by racism. It is hard to 
know “the true measure of a man” who’d been raised up as 
a statue because of his virtues and accomplishments and in 
spite of his foibles. It is difficult both to know people in their 
own times and what they represent today. To understand 
our own motivations, we should thoughtfully consider who 
the people in statues are: St. Junipero Serra, Christopher 
Columbus, Frederick Douglass, St. Louis, and many more 
being attacked, including Mary and Jesus.   

Vandalism of Catholic statues may show ignorance of 
the persons those icons represent. The word “idol” was 
painted on one statue of the Blessed Virgin. It is a common 
misconception, but Catholics do not idolize Mary. We do not 
worship statues of anyone. That would violate the first 
commandment. Statues help us remember just like family 
photos do. We do not idolize grandma because her picture is 
on the wall. We revere her memory, recall stories about her, 
and so keep family history alive. Images of Mary remind us 
to emulate her faithful “Yes!” to God, to ask for her prayers 
on our behalf, and to lead us to her Son. 

Recently a statue of Jesus had “hater” written on its 
forehead. That is ironic. Our parish has a statue of Jesus 
above the altar. It reminds us of the depth of his love for us 
and that we are to love each other sacrificially. Our walls 
have images of Jesus on his way to Calvary to remind us that 
as disciples we must take up our crosses and follow him 
(Matt 16:24). The person who sees Jesus as a “hater” does 
not know him, does not know Jesus loves us just the way we 
are, and loves us enough to want us not to stay that way.  

During the 1967 riot/rebellion in Detroit, someone 
painted black the face, hands and feet of a statue of Jesus at 
Sacred Heart Major Seminary. It was not defaced. It was 
painted carefully. Like today, reactions to that were mixed 
and responses debated. The statue remains black today, the 
paint refreshed each year by seminarians to remember the 
riot, the racism that spawned it, and that Jesus is for 
everyone. We must make the effort and work hard to know 
Jesus and to share him, to take the true measure of the God-
man who loves us and calls us to love our neighbors. 

Beautiful Pots 
Gardening Angels 

 

These beautiful pots are gracing the entryways of the 
church.  Wanted to show off the beautiful work of our 
Gardening Angel group.  They were out early this summer 
to plant the pots and they are becoming gorgeous with the 
summer weather.  The group is also working on a Hosta 
garden by the patio off the Social Hall and took time a few 
weeks ago to clean up the patio.  Thank you for your hard 
work and making the parish colorful and beautiful! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

As with everything else, the parish Information Update was 
put on hold in March.  The good news was that many 
people had time to complete and return their forms while 
they were home.  We have received 553 completed forms 
and 128 additional forms that will need some information 
completed.  There will be 699 second requests sent this 
week with a request to return by August 31st.  The current 
plan is to have a directory by late October – or sooner if 
possible. 

INFORMATION 



 
PASTORAL STAFF 

Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 
248-647-2222 x. 1111 

 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 
dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 
WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 
248-647-2222 x. 5555 

dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444 
bjfoos@gmail.com 

 
PARISH OFFICE  

Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 
248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

 
FAITH FORMATION 

Josylin Mateus, Director 
248-647-4680  

josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Sandi Gardner, Section Head 
248-647-4680 

sandi@stmoffice.com 
 

 
SOCIAL MEDIA 

Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 
stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 

 
MAINTENANCE 

Ben Olar 
Pete Whiting 

248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 

 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

