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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We the Christian Community of St. Thomas More, 
in an atmosphere of hospitality, are  

dedicated to proclaiming the life, death,  
and resurrection of Jesus Christ through  

excellence in worship, education, and  
service to others. 

 

We believe that the nurturing of the community  
around the Eucharistic Table is extended  

through gatherings which further strengthen  
and support us.  We shall pursue this  
mission faithfully through the power  

of the Holy Spirit and the gifts and talents  
of our members. 

Readings for the Week of August 2, 2020 
 

Sunday Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 55:1-3; Ps 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18;  
 Rom 8:35, 37-39; Mt 14:13-21 
Monday Jer 28:1-17; Ps 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95, 102;  
 Mt 14:22-36 
Tuesday Memorial of Saint John Vianney, Priest 
 Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22; Ps 102:16-18,  
 19-21, 29 and 22-23; Mt 15:1-2, 10-14 
Wednesday The Dedication of the Basilica of Saint 
 Mary Major 

Jer 31:1-7; Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13;  
Mt 15:21-28 

Thursday Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord 
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9;  
2 Pt 1:16-19; Mt 17:1-9 

Friday Saint Sixtus II, Pope, and Companions,  
 Martyrs; Saint Cajetan, Priest 
 Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7; Dt 32:35cd-36ab,  
 39abcd, 41; Mt 16:24-28 
Saturday Memorial of Saint Dominic, Priest 

Hb 1:12—2:4; Ps 9:8-9, 10-11, 12-13;  
Mt 17:14-20 

Sunday Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a; Ps 85:9, 10, 11-12,  
 13-14; Rom 9:1-5; Mt 14:22-33 

THE TROUBLE WITH ENVY 
 

 How many of us waste precious time and energy ogling 
“what we can’t have,” or figuring out a way to get it?  In 
doing so, we overlook the great good we do have:  the 
endless reservoir of God’s love, the gifts of family and 
friends, the beauty of creation, a warm pool of memories, 
individual talents, health, the support of a faith community.  
Each of us could create a unique litany of blessings—a far 
better exercise than longing for the latest cell phone or 
designer clothing. 
 

 The trouble with envy is, it never ends. Those who own 
beautiful homes others crave, are probably wishing they 
also had waterfront property—or a Swiss chalet.  What an 
infinite, frustrating loop!  Desiring someone’s Lexus or your 
friends pool seems fairly harmless, and cars or pools aren’t 
intrinsically evil. The problem is, they’re not enough. 
 

 We’ve all had the experience of yearning for 
something that we thought would bring happiness:  the 
bike we wanted as a child, the car we wanted as an 
adolescent, the vacation we wanted an adult.  Getting the 
object of our desires might thrill us temporarily, and we 
might even cherish it for some time.  But eventually, the 
bike gets outgrown, the car dies, and the vacation is a 
distant memory within weeks of getting back to work.  No 
“thing” can provide the long-term happiness for which we 
were created. 
 

 Only God is really enough.  Only when we see beyond 
all the things in which we are immersed, only when we 
learn to hold them with a relaxed grasp, can we ever 
discover the One in whom all of them take their being. 

 
 

A LITTLE SUMMER HUMOR 
 

 “Pastor McGhee, what is this?” a 7 year old boy asked 
as he looked at a new church plaque.  “Well, son, it’s a 
memorial to all the young men and women who died in the 
Service.”  Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large 
plaque.  The boy’s voice was barely audible when he asked, 
“Which service, the 9:00 or the 11:30?” 
 

 Have a wonderful week.  Enjoy this beautiful summer 
weather and let’s remember each other in prayer. 
 

        Msgr. Tom Rice 

A Note From 
Our Pastor 
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       24 Hour Prayer Line 
 

The Nuns of the Monastery of the Blessed Sacrament have 
initiated a 24 Hour Prayer Line. 
 

The Sisters are attentive to begin the 
requested prayers promptly—248-626-8253 
or email opnunsfh@sbcglobal.net 

Prayers in our Parish 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  August 1 
  4:30p  Glenn Harbert 
Sunday  August 2 
  8:30a  Helen VanLoon—Special Intention 
 

11:30a  Tom Cavanaugh—Special Intention 
   Jim Dunleavy 
   John Iras 
 

Wednesday August 5 
  9:00a  James Ivancso—Special Intention 
 

Saturday  August 8 
  4:30p  For the People of St. Thomas More 
 

Sunday  August 9 
  8:30a  Helen VanLoon—Special Intention 
   Julie Ermiger 
 

11:30a  Glenn Harbert 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
Major Charles Evans 
Spc. Evan K. Fowler 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

ENS Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Spc. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Spc. Carl Voag 
LTJG. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Fr. Edwin Balazy 
 

“Blessed ae those who have died in the Lord; let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds do with them.” 

Harold & Jake B. 
Rosanne Bishop 

Mafalda Campbell 
Tom Cavanaugh 

Bob Chaney 
William McPhail 
Michael Mullett 

Lee Ramirez 
Elaine Rosen 

Joseph Semany 
Carol Simmons 

Clem Stankiewicz 
Helen Walczak 

Mike & Mary B. Whiting 

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

We learn in today’s Scripture passages from the Prophet 
Isaiah, Psalm 145, and St. Matthew’s Gospel how God feeds 
His people both physically and spiritually. The evangelist St. 
Matthew tells the miracle of Jesus feeding the 5,000 — not 
counting women and children — from only five loaves of 
bread and two fish. This narrative is proclaimed in all four 
Gospels and foreshadows the Lord’s tremendous gift of the 
Eucharist at the Last Supper. At every Mass, the priest, in 
the person of Christ, consecrates simple bread and wine 
into Jesus’ true Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity. St. Paul, 
in his Letter to the Roman community, reminds us how 
inseparable God’s love in Christ Jesus is from us. As 
disciples, faithful stewards acknowledge Christ’s love 
through His Eucharistic gift as the “source and summit” of 
our spiritual strength, one that inspires us to evangelize and 
embrace stewardship as a way of life. 
 

What we have heard and know, and what our fathers  
have declared to us.  We will declare to the generation  

to come the glorious deeds of the LORD and his  
strength and the wonders that he wrought. 



Page 4 Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

MINISTERS FOR MASS—NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—AUGUST 8 & 9 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Don Baross 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

COMMENTATOR Melinda Prucha Keith Knauss Chuck Moss 

LECTOR Melinda Prucha Keith Knauss Chuck Moss 

SERVERS James Wood Rory Knauss Riley Logan 

USHERS Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Mike Morrison 

Zach Azzam 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Melinda Prucha Larry Jeziorski Mary Ann Hannigan 

Worship 

Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord – August 6 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The transfiguration of Jesus is a story told in the New 
Testament when Jesus is transfigured and becomes radiant 
in glory upon a mountain. In these accounts, Jesus and 
three of his apostles, Peter, James, and John, go to a 
mountain (the Mount of Transfiguration) to pray. On the 
mountain, Jesus begins to shine with bright rays of light. 
Then the prophets Moses and Elijah appear next to Him and 
He speaks with them. What is significant about Moses' and 
Elijah's appearance at the transfiguration? Moses 
represents the law and Elijah the prophets. How were the 
three persons of the blessed trinity revealed at the 
transfiguration? God the Father was present in the voice, 
the Son in His humanity, and the Holy Spirit in the cloud. 
 

The transfiguration is a sign that Jesus was to fulfill the Law 
and the Prophets. It also assured James, Peter, and John 
that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. 

In the event of the Transfiguration we contemplate the 
mysterious encounter between history, which is being built 
every day, and the blessed inheritance that awaits us in 
heaven in full union with Christ, the Alpha and the Omega, 
the Beginning and the End. 

“After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him 
and led them up a high mountain, where they were all 
alone. There he was transfigured before them. His clothes 
became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world 
could bleach them. And there appeared before them Elijah 
and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Peter said to 
Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up 
three shelters-one for you, one for Moses and one for 
Elijah." (He did not know what to say, they were so 
frightened.) Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and 
a voice came from the cloud: "This is my Son, whom I love. 
Listen to him!" Suddenly, when they looked around, they no 
longer saw anyone with them except Jesus. As they were 
coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to 
tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had 
risen from the dead.."  Mark 9:2-9  

https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?q=Mark+9%3A2-3&ver=niv
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Reading Reflections 
Is 55:1-3;  Rom 8:35, 37-39 

Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

Differences of Opinion and Evangelization 
by John Hannigan 

 

“Who am I to tell someone what to believe?” A Facebook 
friend posted that recently. It is a common attitude. It holds 
that it doesn’t matter what you believe since truth is 
relative. In a diverse egalitarian society, it is a disrespectful 
affront, a challenge to personal freedom, “to tell someone 
what to believe,” or even to criticize a person’s opinion. 

This stands in stark contrast to another equally common 
and opposite attitude. Many people today act online, in 
print, or in person as if it is their sacred duty to denounce 
and correct anyone who doesn’t believe exactly as they 
believe. News and social media are both filled with 
comments telling us that what we think is wrong, and what 
we should believe or do to be correct, or just, or fair, or “on 
the right side of history,” or patriotic, or even faithful. 

Both of these ways of public discourse are intimidating. 
Both censor frank discussion, one from fear of offending, 
the other from fear of being bullied. Some governments, as 
well as the press, abet self-censorship by declaring certain 
opinions hateful and illegal. Many are afraid to say what 
they really believe and remain silent even when attacked.  

What does this mean for evangelization? For Christians 
whom Jesus commanded to share the Good News with the 
world? To call others to belief? For those who desire to 
bring others into relationship with Jesus who is the Truth?  
Who are we to tell others about Jesus? The answer is: We 
are the Baptized. Baptism and Confirmation give us grace, 
authority, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit, especially courage, 
to empower us to be missionary disciples.  

No, we should not tell people what to believe, but what 
we believe. We must avoid extremes in our public 
discourse, both timidity and bullying. We must always act 
and speak with love: “If I speak in human and angelic 
tongues but do not have love, I am but a resounding gong or 
a clashing cymbal” (1 Cor 13:1) … a bully. It would not be  
loving but disrespectful if, knowing the truth, we did not 
share it for fear of possibly offending someone.  

St. Peter said not to be afraid when we get criticized for 
speaking the Gospel, but be prepared to give the reason for 
our hope with gentleness and respect (1 Peter 3:14-15). St. 
John Paul affirmed this: “The Church addresses people with 
full respect for their freedom … The Church proposes; she 
imposes nothing” (Redemptoris Missio, 1990). 

And that Facebook friend who worried about reaction 
to his post? All he asked in his small act of courage was for 
people to read Matthew 6:9-15, The Lord’s Prayer.  

Questions or comments: UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

The Assurance of Hope 
Deacon Don Baross 

 

Our readings this week certainly give us a glimmer of hope. 
The first reading from Isaiah tells us "come to me heedfully, 
listen, that you may have life. In our gospel reading Jesus 
feeds five thousand plus people with five loaves of bread 
and two fish. God always provides for us. We don't always 
get what we want, but we always get what we need. 
 

Our second reading from St. Pail to the Romans asks, "what 
will separate us from the love of God?" And he goes on to 
name several tribulations. In today's society we are 
confronted with  many tribulations. Certainly the COVID 
pandemic is a huge one and all of the social injustices 
across the country is another. 
 

The COVID pandemic has certainly changed our world, 
people have lost their jobs, people have lost their 
businesses, people are worried about caching this virus and 
being deathly sick or dying. Not to mention all of the 
shortages we were experiencing. Shortage of toilet paper, 
store shelves bare from people stock piling goods. And then 
to top it all off all we have the riots that break out in the 
midst of the peaceful demonstrations. People getting shot 
for not wearing a mask. The rise in drive by shooting in our 
major cities. We have to sit back and wonder what the heck 
is happening in our world? All of this chaos has consumed 
our thoughts and actions. 
 

Then in the readings today we get a glimpse of hope. In 
Isaiah, the Lord says' "you who are thirsty, come to the 
water. You that have no money, come, receive grain and 
eat; Come without paying and without cost, drink wine and 
milk! Heed me, and you shall eat well, you shall delight in 
rich fare" God is saying pay attention to Him and not all of 
the chaos. 
 

The second reading St. Paul asks, "What can separate us 
from the love of God?" Will this pandemic bring us so much 
fear that we lose focus on God? Will the social injustices 
cause us to lose hope in humanity? What will serrate you 
from our Lord and Savior? Having the hope that the 
readings offer us this weekend I would pray your answer is 
NOTHING! 

mailto:UnleashSTM@gmail.com


 
PASTORAL STAFF 

Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 
248-647-2222 x. 1111 

 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 
dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 
WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 
248-647-2222 x. 5555 

dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444 
bjfoos@gmail.com 

 
PARISH OFFICE  

Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 
248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

 
FAITH FORMATION 

Josylin Mateus, Director 
248-647-4680  

josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Sandi Gardner, Section Head 
248-647-4680 

sandi@stmoffice.com 
 

 
SOCIAL MEDIA 

Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 
stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 

 
MAINTENANCE 

Ben Olar 
Pete Whiting 

248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 

 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

