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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We the Christian Community of St. Thomas More, 
in an atmosphere of hospitality, are  

dedicated to proclaiming the life, death,  
and resurrection of Jesus Christ through  

excellence in worship, education, and  
service to others. 

 

We believe that the nurturing of the community  
around the Eucharistic Table is extended  

through gatherings which further strengthen  
and support us.  We shall pursue this  
mission faithfully through the power  

of the Holy Spirit and the gifts and talents  
of our members. 

Readings for the Week of August 9, 2020 
 

Sunday Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a; Ps 85:9, 10, 11-12,  
 13-14; Rom 9:1-5; Mt 14:22-33 
 

Monday Feast of Saint Lawrence, Deacon and 
 Martyr 

2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9;  
Jn 12:24-26 
 

Tuesday Memorial of Saint Clare, Virgin 
 Ez 2:8—3:4; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 
 131; Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 
 

Wednesday Saint Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious 
 Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22; Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6;  
 Mt 18:15-20 
 

Thursday Saint Pontian, Pope, and Hippolytus, 
 Priest, Martyrs 
 Ez 12:1-12; Ps 78:56-57, 58-59, 61-62;  
 Mt 18:21—19:1 
 

Friday Memorial of Saint Maximilian Kolbe, 
Priest and Martyr 
Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or Ez 16:59-63; Is 12:2-3,  
4bcd, 5-6; Mt 19:3-12 
 

Saturday Solemnity of the Assumption of the 
 Blessed Virgin Mary 
 Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2;  
 Ps 132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14; 1 Cor 15:54b-57;  
 Lk 11:27-28 
 

Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Ps 45:10, 
11, 12, 16; 1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56 
 

Sunday Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 56:1, 6-7; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Rom 11:13-
 15, 29-32; Mt 15:21-28-33 

REFLECT 
 

 Captain Charles Plumb was a fighter pilot for the US 
Navy during the Vietnam war.  His now infamous story will 
be told for generations to come. 
 

 His plane was destroyed by a surface to air missile and 
he spent six years as a prisoner of war in a Vietnamese 
prison.  He survived this difficult time in his life and now 
spends his time lecturing students on what he learnt from 
the experience. 
 

 One night he was sitting in a restaurant with his wife, 
and a man comes over to his table and says, “You’re 
Captain Plumb.  You flew fighter jets in Vietnam and you 
were shot down.”  “How in the world did you know that?” 
said Plumb.  “I packed your parachute,” says the man, “and 
I guess it worked.”  Plumb replied, “It sure did.  If your 
chute hadn’t worked, I wouldn’t be here today.” 
 

 When Charles Plumb tells this story to an audience, he 
always asks the same question, “Who’s packing your 
parachute?”  In other words, who are the people in your life 
that support you?  Do you thank them for all they do for 
you?  Do you even recognize who these people are?  When 
Charles Plumb was on board the navy ship, pilots never 
spoke to the parachute packers.  How many times had he 
passed him by on the shop and never said hello or thank 
you for the work he was doing? 
 

 Sometimes we lose sight of the people who provide us 
with the spiritual, emotional, and physical support that 
helps us live our lives. 
 

 Before summer is over think about who you really 
need to thank.  And then do it. 
 

 Have a wonderful week and let’s remember each other 
in prayer. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 

A Note From 
Our Pastor 
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Prayers in our Parish 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  August 8 
  4:30p  Dan & Marie Tamburo  
   70th Wedding Anniversary Celebration 
 

Sunday  August 9 
  8:30a  Julie Ermiger 
   Helen VanLoon—Special Intention 
 

11:30a  Glenn Harbert 
   Tom Lingeman—Special Intention 
 

Wednesday August 12 
  9:00a  Richard Champion 
 

Saturday  August 15 
  4:30p  Mary Geisinger 
 

Sunday  August 16 
  8:30a  Phil Boike 
   Helen VanLoon—Special Intention 
 

11:30a  Miriam Lingeman—10th Anniversary 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
Major Charles Evans 
Spc. Evan K. Fowler 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

ENS Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Spc. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Spc. Carl Voag 
LTJG. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Fr. Thomas Flynn 
†  James Ivancso—husband of Cora Ivancso 

†  Maurice Vanneste—father of Dcn. Johnny Vanneste 
 

“Blessed ae those who have died in the Lord; let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds do with them.” 

Harold & Jake B. 
Rosanne Bishop 

Mafalda Campbell 
Tom Cavanaugh 

Bob Chaney 
William McPhail 

Lee Ramirez 

Elaine Rosen 
Joseph Semany 
Carol Simmons 

Clem Stankiewicz 
Helen Walczak 

Mike & Mary B. Whiting 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Today’s Scripture readings speak about faith. In the First 
Book of Kings, the prophet Elijah recognizes God, not in the 
strong wind and earthquake, but in a gentle breeze. In his 
Letter to the Roman community, St. Paul is frustrated with 
the Jews in Rome for lacking faith in the truth of his 
preaching: Christ Jesus as the Messiah. In St. Matthew’s 
Gospel, the evangelist tells of St. Peter’s effort to join Jesus, 
in a violent wind, on the water outside of the boat. When 
Peter’s lack of faith causes him to begin sinking, Jesus 
reaches out and saves him. We, as Christian stewards, seek 
to deepen our faith in Christ — to make Him the center of 
our lives. We accomplish this when we commit to daily 
prayer, read Scripture, attend Sunday Mass regularly, 
partake in Holy Communion, and participate in the 
Sacrament of Penance. As Elijah observed, sometimes the 
Spirit of God is quiet and we must be still and listen for His 
comforting words of peace. 

 

    James Stephen Ivancso 
 

       Died on July 30, 2020 
       Buried from St. Thomas More 
         On August 6, 2020 
 

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord 
and let perpetual light shine  

upon him.   Amen. 
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MINISTERS FOR MASS—TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—AUGUST 15 & 16 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Don Baross 

COMMENTATOR Barbara Lepri Melinda Prucha Dan Parente 

LECTOR Barbara Lepri Melinda Prucha Dan Parente 

SERVERS Sydni Wood David Gabriel 
Laura Gabriel 

Duarte Bobone 

USHERS Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Mike Morrison 

Zach Azzam 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cathy Mitchell Larry Jeziorski Melinda Prucha 

Worship 

God's Voice 
 

Have you ever heard God talk to you?  
 

For me God has never spoken in a loud voice like He was on 
a megaphone loud enough to knock me off my chair. God 
has always spoken to me in the silence of my heart. After I 
joined the Catholic church on Easter of 1998, I would go 
into the chapel at Sacred Heart in Auburn Hills and sit in the 
quiet and listen for Gods voice. I found that God would 
speak to me through other people. One day my friend Bob 
and I were talking and he said," have you ever thought 
about being a deacon? It would have a good sound' 
"Deacon Don". I thought to myself, not in this life. 
 

A few years later my wife, Donna Lea and I were 
coordinating a project in Pontiac feeding the homeless. 
Each night we were there I would try to find someone to 
say the blessing for the food. This particular night everyone 
turned me down. One of the helpers that night said to me, 
"Don why don't you say the blessing?" After I had said the 
grace for the food, one of the homeless men came up to 
me and asked if I were a preacher. I told him that I was not, 
to which he said to me, "you should be, you would make a 
good one". 
 

Fast forward a couple more years and I find myself at 
Callaghan Hall for a men's conference. At one of the breaks 
in the program, the MC said there were tables across from 
the concession stand for things that we might be interested 
like the Knights of Columbus, Right to Life, and vocations. 

Something got me out of my seat and before I realized it I 
was heading down to check out the vocation table. I had 
this internal conversation with myself saying," what the 
heck are you doing?  You can't be a deacon, go back and sit 
down, nobody wants you to be a deacon". But I continued 
on and met Deacon Ron McIntyre. He was glad to meet me 
and when I tried to make an excuse to why I couldn't be a 
deacon, he gave me several why I should be. I went home 
and didn't tell my wife that I had spoken to a deacon about 
becoming a deacon. It took three weeks for me to tell her. 
In those three weeks everything seemed to be turned 
upside down. At work I would forget what I was doing, I 
would find myself lost on my way home. I had a hard time 
sleeping, and all of this stopped when I told my wife. And 
the rest as they say "is history". 
 

These days I still sit in a quiet place and listen for God's 
voice. I pray that you too can sit in a quiet place and hear 
God speaking to you. 
 

God bless, Deacon Don 
 

"For I know well the plans I have in mind for you, declares 
of the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for woe, so as to 
give you a future of hope." Jeremiah 29:11 
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Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

Summer Reading - 2020 
by John Hannigan 

 

Fictitious Captain Jean-Luc Picard of 24th century Star Trek 
fame lives on a space ship amid all kinds of fantastic 
technological toys and distractions. He has instant 
communication and immediate access to a talking 
computer loaded with all of human knowledge. He has an 
android and can transport himself to a marvelous planet in 
an instant. He has a “holodeck” where he can play in a 
virtual world of imagination. Wait! Fiction? Our lives are 
overloaded now with android cell phones, smart speakers 
and digital assistants. We instant message and binge watch 
streamed video. We get lost surfing the internet, 
transported to imaginary worlds. It is all distraction. 
 

But what does Jean-Luc do to 
relax? He picks up an old book 
made of paper and beautifully 
bound, sits in a chair and reads. 
Ah, the joys of a good book! I love 
to sit quietly reading without the 
interruption of pop-up ads or 
commercials, to savor a story at 
my own pace. Even without the 
isolation of social distancing, summer is a great time to dive 
into a good book without distraction. Pull a favorite book 
off your shelf, plop down in a chair in the cool shade and 
get lost in it. Re-read a beloved favorite. To paraphrase C.S. 
Lewis and several other bibliophiles, any book worth 
reading is worth more in re-reading.    
 

With themes for our troubled times, I recommend some 
of my favorites, books I hope you may enjoy … again.  

 

• Social distancing? A true story about a young man 
taking it to an extreme: Michael Finkel (2017) The 
Stranger in the Woods. 

• The moral dilemma of American racism? Two classics: 
Harper Lee (1960) To Kill a Mocking Bird, and Mark 
Twain (1876) The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.  

• Daring to hazard a plot about plagues? In Stephen King 
(1978) The Stand, good clearly battles evil.  

• Missing baseball? Try: Bernard Malamud (1952) The 
Natural (better than the movie), and W.P. Kinsella 
(1982) Shoeless Joe (not as good as Field of Dreams). 

• Wondering about a breakdown of social order? Pick up 
William Golding (1954) Lord of the Flies. 
 

Please send me titles of your favorite books, on any theme, 
and I’ll share them.  UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

Stewardship Reflections 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Stewardship spirituality invites us to surrender control of 
our lives to God in grateful recognition of the simple fact 
that all we have is a gift from Him.  
 

Today’s readings illustrate what 
amazing things can happen when 
we fully invite God to take charge of 
our lives by embracing the 
stewardship way of life. 
 

When we take our eyes off God, we 
fail to see that all we have is a gift 
from Him. We lose trust in the Lord 
and we do not make our lives a 
grateful response to Him.  
 

Peter makes this mistake in our Gospel passage from 
Matthew. Jesus sends the disciples in a boat ahead of Him 
to the other side of the shore. Later that evening, Jesus 
casually strolls up to the boat, walking on the sea. He 
invites Peter to join Him. As Peter begins to walk on the 
water, he momentarily takes his eyes off Jesus to notice the 
strong wind surrounding them. With that, he sinks. 
 

But what if Peter had not taken his eyes off Christ? What a 
grand adventure he could have experienced walking on the 
sea with Jesus! When we take our eyes off Christ, the many 
blessings He has given us, and the loving way He treats us, 
we sink, too.  
 

When we embrace the stewardship way of life — letting go 
of a tight hold over our money, time and talents — our lives 
become a grand adventure, rooted firmly and gratefully in 
the God Who always cares for us.  

2020 CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL (CSA) 
 

This year due to the pandemic the Catholic Services Appeal 
was postponed from April 2020.  The Archdiocese of 
Detroit is beginning the 2020 campaign in late August.  The 
request for support will be mailed from the Archdiocese of 
Detroit, not St. Thomas More, as in the past.  Our target 
has been lowered as well.  The requirement that the Parish 
pay the shortfall if the target is not met is still in place.  
Please look for the information from the Archdiocese of 
Detroit in late August or early September.  Return your 
contributions to the Archdiocese directly, or you may give 
online at the Archdiocese site.  Thank you for your 
generous support of the CSA.    

mailto:UnleashSTM@gmail.com


 
PASTORAL STAFF 

Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 
248-647-2222 x. 1111 

 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 
dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 
WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 
248-647-2222 x. 5555 

dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444 
bjfoos@gmail.com 

 
PARISH OFFICE  

Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 
248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

 
FAITH FORMATION 

Josylin Mateus, Director 
248-647-4680  

josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Sandi Gardner, Section Head 
248-647-4680 

sandi@stmoffice.com 
 

 
SOCIAL MEDIA 

Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 
stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 

 
MAINTENANCE 

Ben Olar 
Pete Whiting 

248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 

 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

