
 August 16, 2020 Page 1 
August 16, 2020 



Page 2 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Readings for the Week of August 16, 2020 
 

Sunday Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 56:1, 6-7; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Rom 11:13-
 15, 29-32; Mt 15:21-28 
 

Monday Ez 24:15-24; Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21;  
 Mt 19:16-22 
 

Tuesday Ez 28:1-10; Dt 32:26-27ab, 27cd-28, 30,  
 35cd-36ab; Mt 19:23-30 
 

Wednesday Saint John Eudes, Priest 
 Ez 34:1-11; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; 
  Mt 20:1-16 
 

Thursday Memorial of Saint Bernard, Abbot and  
 Doctor of the Church 
 Ez 36:23-28; Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19;  
 Mt 22:1-14 
 

Friday Memorial of Saint Pius X, Pope 
Ez 37:1-14; Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; ‘Mt  
22:34-40 
 

Saturday Memorial of the Queenship of the Blessed  
 Virgin Mary 
 Ez 43:1-7ab; Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-
 14; Mt 23:1-12 
 

Sunday Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 22:19-23; Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8;  
Rom 11:33 36; Mt 16:13-20 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We the Christian Community of St. Thomas More, 
in an atmosphere of hospitality, are  

dedicated to proclaiming the life, death,  
and resurrection of Jesus Christ through  

excellence in worship, education, and  
service to others. 

 

We believe that the nurturing of the community  
around the Eucharistic Table is extended  

through gatherings which further strengthen  
and support us.  We shall pursue this  
mission faithfully through the power  

of the Holy Spirit and the gifts and talents  
of our members. 

WANT TO BE CHEEERFUL? 
 

Have you ever met someone who always seems cheerful? 
Have you ever wondered how they can maintain such an 
attitude? What makes one person cheerful and happy and 
another glum and gloomy? Of course, to some extent it 
depends on natural temperament and life experiences. 
However, these alone are not the only reasons. It is 
possible, of one truly works at it, to overcome a moody 
temperament. 
 

 Father Hugh O’Connell, a Redemptorist priest, recently 
wrote an article on this subject and offers the view that 
three Christian virtues are required for cheerfulness. I’ll 
summarize Father O’Connell’s comments here and hope 
you find them helpful. 
 

 The first virtue is the virtue of hope. Hope keeps 
before our minds that heaven is our goal and that we can 
attain it through the merits of Jesus. We can never be 
totally lacking in cheerfulness of we realize that we are 
destined to possess God, the infinite Good. 
 

 The second virtue that cultivates cheerfulness is 
fortitude. Fortitude enables us to face the inevitable 
sorrows of life, and above all death itself. In the service of 
God, with courage and patience, Fortitude looks to the 
sufferings of Christ on the Cross and counts our own as 
small in comparison. 
 

 The third virtue that builds cheerfulness is fraternal 
charity. Charity calls us to love God and to love our 
neighbors. Basically, it is selfishness, the opposite of 
fraternal charity, that makes many persons withdraw into a 
shell, present a sad face to those around them, go into long 
and sullen silences, and rarely utter a kind or helpful word 
to anyone else. 
 

 One final aid to cheerfulness is a sense of humor. A 
sense of humor keeps men and women from taking this 
passing world too seriously and enables them to laugh at 
themselves, even in the midst of the troubles of life. It 
projects this same amusement over the inconsistencies of 
human life into conversation at times, so that they, too, are 
enabled with others to smile when they feel like weeping. 
 

 Work at developing a hopeful, courageous, charitable 
outlook on life, together with a dash of humor and you will 
become a person of “good cheer.” 
 

 Have a wonderful week. Enjoy these days of summer. 
Please find a place for me in your prayers. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 

A Note From 
Our Pastor 
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Prayers in our Parish 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  August 15 
  4:30p  Eddie & Helen Albert 
   Mary Geisinger 
 

Sunday  August 16 
  8:30a  Phil Boike 
   Helen VanLoon—Special Intention 
 

11:30a  Arthur Schmaltz 
   Richard Schmaltz—45th Anniversary 
 

Wednesday August 19 
  9:00a  Helen Staskowski—24th Anniversary 
   Walter Staskowski—23rd Anniversary 
 

Saturday  August 22 
  4:30p  For the People of St. Thomas More 
 

Sunday  August 23 
  8:30a  Carol Black—Special Intention 
   Lynn Bonney—Special Intention 
   Pat Cline—Special Intention 
 

11:30a  John Jevnikar, Jr. 
   Miriam Lingeman—10th Anniversary 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
Major Charles Evans 
Spc. Evan K. Fowler 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

ENS Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Spc. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
LTJG. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary Ruehle and David Fredrickson—1st 
 

Please keep this couple in your prayers as they prepare to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage. 

 

We Welcome the New Members who have 
Joined our Parish 

 

†  Catherine Bazzi 
 

†  Daniel Brennan 
 

†  Rachel Coleman 
 

†  Samer Youssef 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  James Ivancso—husband of Cora Ivancso 
†  Maurice Vanneste—father of Dcn. Johnny Vanneste 

 

“Blessed ae those who have died in the Lord; let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds do with them.” 

Harold & Jake B. 
Rosanne Bishop 
Tom Cavanaugh 

Bob Chaney 
Colin Jones 
Bill McPhail 
Ron Paske 

Lee Ramirez 
Elaine Rosen 

Joseph Semany 
Carol Simmons 
Helen Walczak 

Mike & Mary B. Whiting 

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Today’s Scripture readings from the Prophet Isaiah, St. 
Paul’s Letter to the Roman community, and St. Matthew’s 
Gospel reveal that, from Old Testament days to the time of 
Jesus and the Apostles, all who strive to find God’s will and 
follow His commands are invited into the faith community. 
In a spirit of evangelization, we as the Church must offer 
hospitality to all who wish to share in Christ’s communion. 
Hospitably welcoming newcomers and parishioners alike is 
an important attribute of a stewardship parish. Consider 
becoming a welcoming minister — a minister of hospitality 
— in your parish. 

 

WELCOME HOME 
SPC. CARL VOAG 

UNITED STATES ARMY 
 

God Bless You and Thank You for Your Service! 
 

(Grandson of Marilyn Phelan) 
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MINISTERS FOR MASS—TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—AUGUST 22 & 23 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Michael Stach 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

COMMENTATOR Joan Reddy Jack Withrow Leslie Ward 

LECTOR Joan Reddy Jack Withrow Leslie Ward 

SERVERS Marcus Lee Hudson Mclaine Noah Tanguay 

USHERS Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Mike Morrison 

Zach Azzam 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Larry Jeziorski Larry Jeziorski Tom Calnen 

Worship 

How does God answer your prayers? 
 

The Canaanite woman in today's Gospel is causing quite a 
scene. She is shouting at Jesus to heal her daughter. But 
Jesus ignores her until she comes forward and addresses 
Him properly. When I read this I feel the woman is looking 
for Jesus to go to her house and lay hands on her daughter. 
We see Jesus healing the people that either have been 
brought to Him or He has met personally at their home or 
in the streets. This is not the way He heals this woman's 
daughter. This time the healing is done just by Him saying 
so. 
 

Many times people have asked for me to pray for them or a 
loved one and many occasions I pray with them at that very 
moment. I lay hands on them and we pray. I feel there is a 
power in the laying on of hands not just because I have 
been ordained, but know that you have that power also. 
Lately I cannot lay hands on a person because of COVID-19, 
but I will always pray that God's will be done. Sometimes 
God's will is not your will and we feel our prayers are not 
being answered the way we want. I ran across a little story 
a while ago and it puts our prayers in perspective. 
 

I asked God… 
 

I asked God to take away my pain and God said, No. 
it is not for me to  take away, but for you to give up. 
 

I asked God to make my handicapped child whole and God 
said, No. 
Her spirit is whole, her body is only temporary. 

I asked God to grant me patience and God said, No.  
Patience is a by-product of tribulations; it isn’t granted, it is 
earned. 
 

I asked God to give me happiness and God said, No.  
I give you blessings, happiness is up to you. 
 

I asked God to spare my pain and God said, No.  
Suffering draws you apart from worldly cares and brings 
you closer to me. 
 

I asked God to make my spirit grow and God said, No. 
You must grow on your own, but I will prune you to make 
you fruitful. 
 

I asked for all things that I might enjoy life and God said, 
No.  
I will give you life, so that you way enjoy all things.  
 

I asked God to help me LOVE others as much as He loves 
me. 
God said... "Ahhhh, finally, you understand..." 
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Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

About Angels 
by John Hannigan 

 

Angels are throughout Scripture, from the cherubim 
with a fiery sword guarding the tree of 
life in Genesis (3:24) to the angel in 
Revelation (22:1) who points to the 
river of life-giving water. One of the 
more remarkable things about angels is 
how much they have in common with 
humans. Both are created persons with 
intelligence, free will, and an immortal 
spiritual nature. We are also  
different. Humans do not become 
angels as in the movies. Angels are 
pure spirits while we are spiritual bodies. We interact 
physically with creation in ways wholly spiritual beings 
cannot. We cannot imagine how angels perceive creation.  

Our free wills allow both angels and humans to sin. 
Lucifer and his band sinned even as they stood before the 
glory of God beholding the Beatific Vision. Because of that 
and because angels exist outside of time, their Fall was 
immediate and complete. But our original Fall of Adam and 
our personal sins occur in time. So while we still live on 
earth, unlike angels, we have time to repent and receive 
God’s Mercy. Even after death, God grants us a chance to be 
purged of attachment to sin so we may stand before His 
Face. No wonder Satan is jealous and “prowls about the 
world seeking the ruin of souls!”  

 In a very important way we are called to be like angels. 
“Angel” means “messenger,” bearer of news, especially 
good news. The word “evangelization” means good (“eu”) 
news (“angel”), like the announcements of Gabriel to Mary 
and of the white-robed angels at the tomb on Easter 
morning. We share with angels a duty to proclaim this good 
news, to be evangelizers. 

Catholic tradition tells of nine ranks or choirs of angels. 
The highest are seraphim and cherubim who fly above and 
around the throne of God, with whom we join in constant 
praise singing, “Holy, Holy, Holy!”  Much less is written of 
other choirs – thrones, dominions, powers, principalities, 
virtues. We are familiar with “regular” angels, the archangels 
Gabriel, Raphael and Michael, and guardian angels. Any 
angel may act on our behalf. We may sense their presence 
as they accompany, guide and guard us. We can call upon 
them for their prayers, and listen for the encouragements 
and warnings they whisper out of our consciences. May the 
Holy Angels help us all to become our most angelic.   

Questions or comments?  UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

Luminous Angel by 
Maureen O’Neill (2017) 

Stewardship Reflections 
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Our Gospel today, from Matthew, reminds us to trust in Him 
even when it seems He is not answering our prayers. 
 

God wants to lead us to the joy of heaven to spend eternity 
with Him. For that, we must be strong in faith and live our 
lives as an act of love and gratitude to Him. In other words, 
we must allow Him to transform us into saints. This is what 
the stewardship way of life is meant to do. Sometimes, that 
will feel painful to us. Often, it will be challenging.  
 

Jesus certainly challenged the Canaanite woman in today’s 
Gospel passage from Matthew. She called out to Him on 
behalf of her daughter, who was being tormented by a 
demon. What did Jesus do in reply to this mother’s 
desperate plea? Nothing. He “did not say a word in answer 
to her.” Undeterred, the woman continues to call out to 
Him, yet He still does not give her what she asks for. Instead, 
He continues to challenge her faith.  
 

And she rises to the challenge to such 
an impressive degree that Jesus 
exclaims, “O woman [a term of deep 
respect in that day], great is your faith! 
Let it be done for you as you wish.” 
Imagine hearing those words 
proclaimed over us by God. Truly there 
could be no higher honor than hearing 
our Lord say that to us.  
 

So we must accept the difficulties that come with the 
stewardship way of life. Some days will be a true challenge 
to our trust in God. But those are the days when God is 
making saints of us.  
 

Let’s embrace the hard days during these difficult times. The 
deep joy that eventually comes, the eternal reward He 
promises, will be so worth it. 

mailto:UnleashSTM@gmail.com


 
PASTORAL STAFF 

Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 
248-647-2222 x. 1111 

 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 
dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 
WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 
248-647-2222 x. 5555 

dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444 
bjfoos@gmail.com 

 
PARISH OFFICE  

Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 
248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

 
FAITH FORMATION 

Josylin Mateus, Director 
248-647-4680  

josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Sandi Gardner, Section Head 
248-647-4680 

sandi@stmoffice.com 
 

 
SOCIAL MEDIA 

Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 
stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 

 
MAINTENANCE 

Ben Olar 
Pete Whiting 

248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 

 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

