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Readings for the Week of August 23, 2020 
 

Sunday Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 22:19-23; Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8;  
Rom 11:33-36; Mt 16:13-20 
 

Monday Feast of Saint Bartholomew, Apostle 
 Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18;  
 Jn 1:45-51 
 

Tuesday Saint Louis; Saint Joseph Calasanz, Priest 
 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17; Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13;  
 Mt 23:23-26 
 

Wednesday 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18; Ps 128:1-2, 4-5;  
 Mt 23:27-32 
 

Thursday Memorial of Saint Monica 
 1 Cor 1:1-9; Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7;  
 Mt 24:42-51 
 

Friday Memorial of Saint Augustine, Bishop and  
Doctor of the Church 
1 Cor 1:17-25; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11;  
Mt 25:1-13 
 

Saturday Memorial of the Passion of Saint John the  
 Baptist 
 1 Cor 1:26-31; Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20-21;  
 Mk 6:17-29 
 

Sunday Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Jer 20:7-9; Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; Rom 12:1-
 2; Mt 16:21-27 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We the Christian Community of St. Thomas More, 
in an atmosphere of hospitality, are  

dedicated to proclaiming the life, death,  
and resurrection of Jesus Christ through  

excellence in worship, education, and  
service to others. 

 

We believe that the nurturing of the community  
around the Eucharistic Table is extended  

through gatherings which further strengthen  
and support us.  We shall pursue this  
mission faithfully through the power  

of the Holy Spirit and the gifts and talents  
of our members. 

A FAMILY PRAYER 
 

 I recently came across a beautiful prayer I want to 
share with you. It’s entitled “A Family Prayer.” As the weeks 
of Summer begin to come to a close and as we have all 
spent more “family time” together during the Coronavirus 
pandemic it seems especially appropriate. Pray it with your 
heart and maybe send a copy to some “family member” 
who could benefit from receiving it from you. 
 

A Family Prayer 
 

Father in Heaven, 
 

Keep all those in your name whom you have given to us as 
husband or wife, as parents or children, as brothers or 

sisters, and with whom we will always be kinsfolk. 
 

Keep us all in your heart, so that we may belong to You in 
good and bad days and may go our way with confidence 
and joy, growing in faith, filled with hope, and infectious 

with our love, united with the entire people of God. 
 

Lay your hand on our heart and guard over us in all that we 
do. Be close to us and call us to service in your Kingdom. 

 

We ask You especially that your Church, encouraged and 
strengthened by our sacrifice and prayer, may flourish to 
new life and that many young people may follow You in  

a life dedicated to You. 
 

Give priests to your Church, give her deacons and Religious, 
to speak your word, to break your bread, to bring your Good 

News to the whole world. 
 

And make us all instruments of your love, so that, faithful to 
each other and to You, we may build a good home for all 

those You have entrusted to our loving heart. 
 

Father, keep every one of us in Jesus’ name. 
 

Amen. 
 

 Have a wonderful week and lets remember each other 
in prayer. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 

A Note From 
Our Pastor 

"I would like to ask you all a question…. How are things 
when it comes to joy at home? Is there joy in your family?" 
       - Pope Francis 
 

The presence of God in the family brings joy, in good times 
and bad, because with God all things are possible. 
 

Pope Francis and the Joy of Family Life 
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Prayers in our Parish 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  August 22 
  4:30p  Beverly Rogers 
   Ann Schiel—90th Birthday Celebration 
 

Sunday  August 23 
  8:30a  Carol Black—Special Intention 
   Lynn Bonney—Special Intention 
   Pat Cline—Special Intention 
   Michael & Maria Nido—65th Wedding 
        Anniversary 
   Linda Vettraino 
 

11:30a  John Jevnikar, Jr. 
   Miriam Lingeman—10th Anniversary 
   Lee Ramirez—Special Intention 
 

Wednesday August 26 
  9:00a  Helen  VanLoon—Special Intention 
 

Saturday  August 29 
  4:30p  For the People of St. Thomas More 
 

Sunday  August 30 
  8:30a  John F. Butler, Jr. —7th Anniversary 
   Barbara Milia—2nd Anniversary 
   Helen VanLoon—Special Intention 
 

11:30a  Lee Ramirez—Special Intention 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
Major Charles Evans 
Spc. Evan K. Fowler 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

ENS Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Spc. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
LTJG. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary Ruehle and David Fredrickson—2nd 
 

Please keep this couple in your prayers as they prepare to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage. 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Beverly Rogers—wife of Thomas Rogers 
 

“Blessed ae those who have died in the Lord; let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds do with them.” 

Harold & Jake B. 
Rosanne Bishop 

Colin Jones 
Bill McPhail 
Ron Paske 

Lee Ramirez 
Elaine Rosen 

Carol Simmons 
Helen Walczak 

Mike & Mary B. Whiting 

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

The image of a key indicating authority is prevalent in 
today’s Scripture readings from the Prophet Isaiah and the 
Gospel from the evangelist St. Matthew. Through Isaiah, 
God chooses Eliakim to be the new authority of the 
Jerusalem palace, putting the key of the House of David 
upon his shoulder. In the Gospel, Jesus proclaims: And so I 
say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail 
against it. Jesus then gives Peter the keys to the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Both men accept God’s call as well as the 
responsibility that follows. We, as faithful stewards, are 
commissioned at Baptism to work in the Lord’s vineyard — 
to advance His Kingdom through our God-given gifts. St. 
Paul reminds us in his Letter to the Roman community that 
these blessings are all from God. Are our hearts open and 
ready to the challenge of using these gifts to answer His 
call? We should pray daily, not only to discern our own 
vocation in life, but also for an increase in commitment to 
vocations of married life, the priesthood, consecrated life, 
the permanent diaconate, and all other ministries to the 
Church. 
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MINISTERS FOR MASS—TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—AUGUST 29 & 30 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Don Baross 

READER Cindy Hansen Joe Widina Ronia Kruse 

SERVERS Amy Surowiec Isela Mulcahy Claire DePorre 

USHERS Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Mike Morrison 

Zach Azzam 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Melinda Prucha Larry Jeziorski Tom Calnen 

Faith Formation 

Faith Formation News 
 

Registration for the upcoming 2020-2021 Faith Formation 
classes is now open.  You may register on-line or print out a 
paper copy and return to the FF office.  Credit card payment 
is available with on-line registration.  Cash or checks are 
accepted with the paper registration, or you may opt to be 
billed.  Please see the parish website to register. 
 

The program format is changing due to the COVID-19 
virus.  Please bear with us as we maneuver into new 
territory.  The program will be on-line typically three weeks 
out of the month and one week in-person (Circle of Grace, 
sacrament preparation, etc.).  The in-person gathering will 
include parents and will follow the state of Michigan and 
Archdiocese of Detroit mandates for social distancing and 
sanitizing all surfaces. 
 

Catechist volunteers will lead their class during one of the 
three on-line sessions utilizing an on-line classroom.  The 
other two sessions will be student only, guided by their 
parents.  A detailed schedule will be available soon.  We will 
be using My Catholic Faith Delivered for Grades 1 - 6, 
and Chosen for Grades 7 and 8 along with other resources. 
 

I’d to take this opportunity to say goodbye to Angela Seba, 
who was our Religious Education Secretary.  She has moved 
on to be Parish Secretary at St. Owen.  I want to welcome Ela 
Prendi, our new Religious Education Secretary – I look 
forward to working with her to make the program a success. 
 

Contact me at the office or via email.  Current office hours 
are Wednesday and Thursday 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Josylin Fermin Mateus 
Director of Faith Formation 

Who do you say that I am? 
 

When I look at the question that Jesus asks Peter in today's 
gospel, it's an answer that Peter gives because he has a 
friendship with Jesus. Peter has seen some of the healings 
that Jesus has done and he knows that only someone that 
has a connection with God can do such things. 
 

When I look back on my life, I can see how that question has 
changed thru the years. 
 

When I was a little one, I was taught to kneel by the side of 
my bed and pray. "Now I lay me down to sleep...." That was 
the only form of prayer I knew or the only knowledge of God 
I had. As I grew older my friends and family would talk about 
Jesus and I would learn a little more in bits and pieces. 
 

It wasn't until I went through the R.C.I.A. program and 
joined the church that I learned who Jesus was. The 
following year I did a retreat and fell in love with Jesus. He 
became the center of my life. As more time passed, I wanted 
to know Jesus better, and felt the calling to be His servant. It 
was then I entered the seminary and took classes that 
helped me know Jesus more and more. Now I have a 
heartfelt love for Jesus and the people He has given me to 
watch over. 
 

I still struggle over the things that I think are so important 
and the things that He shows me that are truly important; 
the wants that I have and the things He gives me that I need. 
At the end of the day I know that Jesus is all that I need. 
 

So, who do you say that Jesus is? I pray that He is the Lover 
of your soul. 
 

God bless, 

Deacon Don 

Worship 
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Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

Blessings in the Upcoming School Year 
by John Hannigan 

 

Last week I erased the last four months from my large 
white-board calendar. So many things planned at work, at 
school, in the parish, and with family never happened. Too 
many endured difficult and sometimes tragic losses to the 
pandemic and social unrest: a job, a sense of security, 
closeness to friends and family. Too many suffered illness 
and death of loved ones. We can be tempted to dwell on 
the losses and “what ifs,” but we are called to hope. We 
may want to ignore the whole year, but the start of a new 
school year is a clean slate open to new possibilities.  

The Old Testament heroine Esther, in a time of danger, 
looked to hide in a safe place but Mordecai told her it was 
“for a time such as this” that she was made (Esther 4:12-
14). She found strength in the Lord. We, too, are called to 
rise to the challenge of our time by seizing graces offered 
by the Holy Spirit. Early in the pandemic, Archbishop 
Vigneron reminded us that “no time is without its grace.”  

This is very hard on working parents, teachers, 
catechists, and students of all ages. But there is good 
reason to be encouraged, to live fully in each day, in the 
present. I have only praise for parents and families, 
teachers and students, who are pivoting to make the best 
workplaces and classrooms they can in their homes. Every 
day in the calendar offers small opportunities for families to 
flourish as a domestic church. Before logging in online, take 
a moment to pray together and give thanks. Ask for prayers 
from the patron saints of parents (Sts. Monica & Joseph), 
children (St. Nicholas), youth (Sts. Aloysius & Dominic 
Savio), teachers (St. John Bosco), home-schoolers (St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton), job-seekers (St. Cajetan), 
telecommunications workers (St. Gabriel), and difficult 
circumstances (St. Jude). Let’s embrace the gifts and fruits 
of the Holy Spirit, especially perseverance, kindness, joy 
and loving patience.     

Our Archbishop also counsels to “Keep your eyes fixed 
on Jesus” (Heb 12:1), to focus on how He abandoned 
Himself into the hands of His Father. Be confident that 
Jesus, the conqueror of sin and death, is with us in this time 
of trial for which we were made. 

“They that hope in the Lord will renew their strength, 
they will soar on eagles’ wings;  
They will run and not grow weary,  
walk and not grow faint.” (Isaiah 40:31). 

 
Questions or comments?  UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

Stewardship Reflections 
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

In our Gospel passage, from Matthew, 
Jesus poses a question to the 
disciples:  “Who do people say that the 
Son of Man is?” And they offer varying 
responses. Then, Jesus gets personal 
with them. “But who do you say that I 
am?” Peter gets the answer right: “You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” 
 

Jesus is getting personal with us today. He poses the same 
question to each of us who call ourselves His stewards and 
modern-day disciples. But do our lives truly reflect this? If 
we really believe that Christ is the Son of God, sent to save 
us from our sins and lead us to Heaven, then we must say 
so, not just with words but with our actions. Do my 
ambitions and priorities in life say that Christ is my Savior 
and I am His disciple? Does my budget, my family life, my 
entertainment say so? 
 

The gifts and blessings God has given us — our time, our 
talents, our material possessions — are meant to be used in 
a manner that says "Christ is my Savior and I am His 
disciple." The most eloquent praise we can offer Him is a 
life lived in grateful response to His unfathomable love. This 
is the beauty and power of a stewardship way of life.. 

What is it about the Catholic Church? 
 

Why are more people across the world Christian that any 
other faith? Why are more than half of Christians Catholic? 
What do they know? What are you searching for?  

 

Are you or someone you know 
thinking about joining the Church? 
     Come and see.  Learn more. 
       Dig a little deeper. 
Find out what is so compelling, and 
true, and mysterious about the 
Catholic Church. 
 
 

RCIA, the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, is a 
welcoming time for seekers, to explore the Church, and 
prepare for Baptism. Beginning in September, RCIA is an 
opportunity for anyone to grow in faith or accompany 
others on the journey. We would love for you to join us! 
Please contact Jo Mateus at 248-647-4680 or 
josylin@stmoffice.com 

mailto:UnleashSTM@gmail.com
mailto:josylin@stmoffice.com


 
PASTORAL STAFF 

Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 
248-647-2222 x. 1111 

 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 
dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 
WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 
248-647-2222 x. 5555 

dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444 
bjfoos@gmail.com 

 
PARISH OFFICE  

Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 
248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

 
FAITH FORMATION 

Josylin Mateus, Director 
248-647-4680 x.5533 

josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Sandi Gardner, Section Head 
248-647-4680 x.5522 
sandi@stmoffice.com 

 

Ela Prendi, Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544 

ff@stmoffice.com 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 

stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 
 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar 

Pete Whiting 
248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 

 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

