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Readings for the Week of August 30, 2020 
 

Sunday Sunday Twenty-Second Sunday in 
 Ordinary Time 
 Jer 20:7-9; Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; Rom 12:1-
 2; Mt 16:21-27 
 

Monday 1 Cor 2:1-5; Ps 119:97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 
 102; Lk 4:16-30 
 

Tuesday 1 Cor 2:10b-16; Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13ab,  
 13cd-14; Lk 4:31-37 
 

Wednesday 1 Cor 3:1-9; Ps 33:12-13, 14-15, 20-21;  
 Lk 4:38-44 
 

Thursday Memorial of Saint Gregory the Great, 
Pope and Doctor of the Church 
1 Cor 3:18-23; Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6;  
Lk 5:1-11 
 

Friday 1 Cor 4:1-5; Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 27-28, 39-40;  
 Lk 5:33-39 
 

Saturday 1 Cor 4:6b-15; Ps 145:17-18, 19-20, 21;  
 Lk 6:1-5 
 

Sunday Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Ez 33:7-9; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Rom 13:8-10;  
 Mt 18:15-20 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We the Christian Community of St. Thomas More, 
in an atmosphere of hospitality, are  

dedicated to proclaiming the life, death,  
and resurrection of Jesus Christ through  

excellence in worship, education, and  
service to others. 

 

We believe that the nurturing of the community  
around the Eucharistic Table is extended  

through gatherings which further strengthen  
and support us.  We shall pursue this  
mission faithfully through the power  

of the Holy Spirit and the gifts and talents  
of our members. 

ARCHBISHOP’S DECISION ON MASS ATTENDANCE 
 

 As you know, Archbishop Vigneron’s initial 
dispensation regarding Mass attendance during the 
Coronavirus pandemic was to end September 6th. He has 
now informed the priests and lay faithful that he will extend 
this dispensation through the Feast of Christ the King 
(November 22). It is presumed that all Catholics return to 
regular Sunday Mass beginning the first Sunday of Advent 
(November 29). All of this could change of course based on 
how Covid-19 progresses. 
 All registered parishioners will be receiving a letter 
from me soon explaining what this means for STM. The 
Archbishop also has great concern about how Catholics are 
keeping the “Lord’s Day” holy during the pandemic, and so 
do I. 

CARE OF CREATION 
 

 Pope Francis has designated Tuesday, September 1 as 
the “World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation.” 
 As Christians we should all show a concern for our 
common home, the earth. What follows is a prayer the Holy 
Father wrote and I ask that all of us pray it with a truly 
united heart for our common home and for one another. 
 

A PRAYER FOR OUR EARTH 
 

 All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe 
and in the smallest of your creatures.  
 You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.  
 Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we may 
protect life and beauty. Fill us with peace, that we may live 
as brothers and sisters, harming no one.  
 O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and 
forgotten of this earth, so precious in your eyes.  
 Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the 
world and not prey on it, that we may sow beauty, not 
pollution and destruction.  
 Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the 
expense of the poor and the earth.  
 Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled 
with awe and contemplation, to recognize that we are 
profoundly united with every creature as we journey 
towards your infinite light.  
 We thank you for being with us each day. Encourage us, 
we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace. 

Amen 
 

 Have a wonderful faith-filled week. Please find a place 
for me in your prayers. 
       Msgr. Tom Rice 

A Note From 
Our Pastor 
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Prayers in our Parish 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  August 29 
  4:30p  Lee Ramirez—Special Intention 
 

Sunday  August 30 
  8:30a  John F. Butler, Jr. —7th Anniversary 
   Barbara Milia—2nd Anniversary 
   Helen VanLoon—Special Intention 
 

11:30a  Paul Galvin 
   Jim Ivancso—1 Month 
 

Wednesday September 2 
  9:00a  Helen  VanLoon—Special Intention 
 

Saturday  September 5 
  4:30p  For the People of St. Thomas More 
 

Sunday  September 6 
  8:30a  John Laibinus—18th Anniversary 
   Helen Laibinus—16th Anniversary 
   Helen VanLoon—Special Intention 
 

11:30a  Jim Dunleavy 
   Jim Ivancso 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
Major Charles Evans 
Spc. Evan K. Fowler 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

ENS Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Spc. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
LTJG. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary Ruehle and David Fredrickson—3rd 
 

Please keep this couple in your prayers as they prepare to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage. 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Barbara Dickinson—mother of Craig Dickinson 
†  Paul Galvin—brother of Rosemary Etue 
†  Beverly Rogers—wife of Thomas Rogers 

†  Fr. Stephen Rooney 
†  Deacon Jesus Vasquez 

 

“Blessed ae those who have died in the Lord; let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds do with them.” 

Rosanne Bishop 
Tom Cavanaugh 

Colin Jones 
Bill McPhail 
Ron Paske 

Lee Ramirez 
Elaine Rosen 

Carol Simmons 
Helen Walczak 

Mike & Mary B. Whiting 

 

       Beverly Ann Rogers 
 

       Died on August 17, 2020 
          Buried from St. Thomas More 
           On August 22, 2020 
 

 Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord and let  
   perpetual light shine upon her.   Amen. 

Pope’s Prayer Intention 
Respect for the Planet's Resources 

 

We pray that the planet's resources will not be plundered, 
but shared in a just and respectful manner. 

Pope Francis has established 1 September as the  
World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, 

encouraging the Catholic community around the  
world to pray for our common home. 

 

The day is inspired by Pope Francis' landmark encyclical 
Laudato Si’, which calls on "every person living on this 
planet" to care for our shared Earth. 
 

He calls us all to celebrate this opportune moment to 
“reaffirm [our] personal vocation to be stewards of 
creation, to thank God for the wonderful handiwork which 
he has entrusted to our care, and to implore his help for 
the protection of creation, as well as his pardon for the sins 
committed against the world in which we live.” 



Page 4 Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  

MINISTERS FOR MASS—TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—SEPTEMBER 5 & 6 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Michael Stach 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

READER Barbara Lepri Keith Knauss Craig Como 

SERVERS James Wood Rory Knauss Susie Klein 

USHERS Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Mike Morrison 

Zach Azzam 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Melinda Prucha Larry Jeziorski Mary Ann Hannigan 

St. Vincent de Paul Covid Mass Intention 
 
 
 
 

 

The St. Thomas More Society of St. Vincent de Paul is 
dedicating a Mass on Wednesday, September 9th for all 
those who have died of COVID-19. Please know that the 
parishioners of St. Thomas More are in our prayers, and if 
anyone has a need for help, we would love to assist if at all 
possible. Our help line is (248) 530-4654. Leave your name, 
address, and phone number, and a brief message about 
what help you are seeking. 
 

The first of the month food collection is September 5 & 6. 
Donations are much appreciated, and the South Oakland 
Food Depot is in particular need of personal care items 
such as Kleenex, toilet paper, paper towel, cleaning 
supplies, bath soap, deodorant, dish soap, laundry 
detergent, shampoo, toothpaste, etc. 
 

Thank you for your kindness and generosity! God bless you 
all, and stay healthy! 

In our Parish 

What is it about the Catholic Church? 
 

Why are more people across the world Christian that any 
other faith? Why are more than half of Christians Catholic? 
What do they know? What are you searching for?  

 

 Are you or someone you know 
 thinking about joining the Church? 
 

     Come and see.  Learn more. 
       Dig a little deeper. 
 

 Find out what is so compelling, and 
 true, and mysterious about the 
 Catholic Church. 
 
 
 

RCIA, the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, is a 
welcoming time for seekers, to explore the Church, and 
prepare for Baptism. Beginning in September, RCIA is an 
opportunity for anyone to grow in faith or accompany 
others on the journey. We would love for you to join us! 
 

Please contact Jo Mateus at 248-647-4680 or 
josylin@stmoffice.com. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 

LABOR DAY 

PARISH OFFICES CLOSED 
 

 
 
 

Have a safe and happy  
Labor Day Weekend! 

mailto:josylin@stmoffice.com
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Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

Stewardship Thoughts 
 

A central theme develops in today’s Scripture passages 
regarding God’s will. The prophet Jeremiah’s personal 
relationship with God inspires him to do the Lord’s will in 
spite of his reluctance. Even as his community mocks him, 
he prophesies against the leaders’ idol worship and unjust 
treatment of the poor. In St. Paul’s Letter to the Roman 
community, he encourages them to convert and renew 
their minds and bodies to what is good, pleasing, and 
perfect to Him in order to find God’s will. In the Gospel 
from the evangelist St. Matthew, Jesus aligns himself with 
His Father’s will when He tells His disciples that He will 
suffer, die, and be raised up on the third day. For Christian 
stewards, pursuing, finding, and then doing the Father’s will 
leads to deeper discipleship and a personal relationship 
with Jesus. For wise stewards, they also find peace, joy, and 
fulfillment in this life. Establishing your spiritual life is key to 
discovering God’s will. Begin by making daily quiet time to 
listen and pray to the Lord along with reading a few verses 
of Scripture. 

“Do Not Conform Yourselves to This Age”  
by John Hannigan 

 

Today’s Scripture readings instruct on the challenge and joy 
of being witnesses to the Truth. Jesus calls us to live 
faithfully according to His teachings, and to proclaim this 
Good News. These days, standing up for our faith against 
the prevailing culture puts us at risk. It was so for Jeremiah 
who spoke against the culture and leaders in Jerusalem 
who worshiped idols. “All the day I am an object of 
laughter; everyone mocks me,” he wailed, “the word of the 
Lord has brought me derision and reproach” (Jer 20:7-8). 
The false gods of our age include prideful 
misunderstandings of reality and freedom that lead to 
disrespect, identity confusion, violence, abortion, and 
“intolerance in the name of tolerance.”  

Jeremiah was tempted to say nothing: “I will not 
mention [the Lord], I will speak in his name no more” (Jer 
20:9a). Yet, he knows he must speak out. Moved by the 
Spirit, Truth became “like fire burning in my heart” (Jer 
20:9b). More than embarrassment, proclaiming the Truth 
cost Jeremiah his life. 

Jesus knows the risks of being a counter-cultural 
witness. In today’s Gospel, Peter tries to turn Jesus from 
the path where He will admonish leaders in Jerusalem, and 
be killed for it. Peter’s rebuke sounds reasonable and even 
prudent. When we feel called to speak out, we may also 
hear Peter’s caution in the face of strident advocates of 
worldly “virtue” and sin. Yet, Jesus wants us to take risks, to 
be joyful disciples and witnesses, to speak and act in His 
Name despite our discomfort, even to patiently endure 
reproach. It’s not easy, but our eternal lives and the lives of 
those around us depend on it: “Jesus said to his disciples, 
‘Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take 
up his cross, and follow me … What profit would there be 
for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?’” (Matt 
16:24-25). 

Today, St. Paul warns “Do not conform yourselves to 
this age, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, 
that you may discern what is the will of God, what is good 
and pleasing and perfect” (Rom 12:2). It is the Holy Spirit 
who renews our mind, guides our discernment, stokes 
courage in our heart, and speaks through us when we 
witness to others. For these gifts, we pray in today’s Psalm: 
“You are my help, and in the shadow of your wings I shout 
for joy. My soul clings fast to You; Your right hand upholds 
me” (Psalm 63:9). 
 

Questions or comments?  UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

Stewardship Reflections 
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 Let’s be honest. If we are striving to live the 
stewardship way of life, it’s not going to be easy. Dying to 
self and living for Christ and others is tough. It’s the work of 
a lifetime. But in the end, it’s the only work that really 
matters and the only life that truly satisfies.  

 Our Gospel passage, from Matthew, reflects this 
challenging reality. Jesus tells His disciples, “Whoever 
wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his 
cross and follow me.” This sounds harsh. Why would 
anyone want to do this?  

 Our Lord has the answer, of course. “Whoever wishes 
to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 
sake will find it.” 

 It’s all about love. Jesus loved (and loves) us totally, 
giving us all of Himself on the Cross, in His Word, and in the 
Sacraments, especially the Eucharist. And so we must 
choose: love of self, or love of God and others — which is 
tough, but fulfilling and leads to the eternal reward of 
heaven. Jesus promises that He “will come with his angels 
in his Father’s glory and then he will repay all according to 
his conduct.” 

 Let us make the tough choice to lose our life for 
Christ’s sake in grateful response to His love. Honestly, 
what better life could there be? 

mailto:UnleashSTM@gmail.com


 
PASTORAL STAFF 

Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 
248-647-2222 x. 1111 

 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 
dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 
WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 
248-647-2222 x. 5555 

dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444 
bjfoos@gmail.com 

 
PARISH OFFICE  

Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 
248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

 
FAITH FORMATION 

Josylin Mateus, Director 
248-647-4680 x.5533 

josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Sandi Gardner, Section Head 
248-647-4680 x.5522 
sandi@stmoffice.com 

 

Ella Prendi, Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544 

ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 

stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 
 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar 

Pete Whiting 
248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 

 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

