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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

A Personal Note 
 

 This past Thursday, October 8th was the anniversary of 
my ordination to the priesthood. Forty-three years ago 
Cardinal Dearden ordained me and gave me my first 
assignment as a parish priest. The Years have gone by 
quickly and I pray that each of these years has helped me 
grow into a more effective and loving priest for you. 
October 8th is a day of personal rejoicing for me, but it also 
lends itself to a little reflection on the very concept of 
priesthood. The priesthood has always been essential to 
our Catholic faith. Parishes may come in all different sizes 
and varieties, but all parishes share the basic need for a 
priest. 
 

 Through the priestly ministry, Christ continues to 
preach His gospel, forgive sins and offer His Body and Blood 
as food for eternal life. But even beyond this, the parish 
priest strives (imperfectly of course) to bring the light of 
Jesus to individuals and family moments such as the birth of 
a child, a troubled life, a crisis of ill health, a uniting in 
marriage, or the loss of a loved one. All of these events 
acquire a deeper significance from our participation in them 
in light of Christ’s presence to us, often made real to us 
through the ministry of the priest. 
 

 In every generation, Jesus shares His priesthood so 
that His own redeeming priesthood is not limited to those 
33 years He walked our earth. This is why priests do not 
exercise the ministry in their own name, but always in the 
name of Christ. Like all ministry in the church, and in 
partnership with others called to service, the priesthood 
exists to strengthen our love for Christ and His church. This 
is why we also need to pray earnestly for an increase in 
vocations. We must never get discouraged by thinking that 
our best individual efforts to support vocations seem small 
and ineffective. What is important is that we do something, 
and that the prayers and sacrifices we make come from one 
source—a loving heart. 
 

 I would like to thank you, the members of the parish of 
St. Thomas More, for all the sacrifices, prayers and concern 
you show the Church each day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  God bless you always, 

  Msgr. Tom Rice 

Keeping the Traditions 
 

When my wife Donna Lea and I were first married each of 
our families had their traditions for Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and Easter. Her family would have Thanksgiving 
dinner early in the day and mine would have dinner late. 
For the first two years we would have two Thanksgiving 
dinners, but the third year my mom figured out that we 
already ate dinner and she was mad. She said that she had 
slaved in the kitchen all day and we were not hungry. Boy 
did I get in trouble. The next year we decided to have 
dinner at one family’s house and desert at the others and 
alternate this between the two families each year. Easter 
was the same way. So, if we had dinner for Thanksgiving 
this year, we had desert at the other family’s house. One 
year we would have dinner for Thanksgiving with Donna 
Lea's family and the next year we would have Easter 
dinner.  We had to break the traditions of our families. 
Christmas was not an issue because Donna Lea's family 
celebrated Christmas on Christmas Eve and my family 
celebrated on Christmas morning. 
 

In our gospel today Jesus is telling the chief priests and 
elders a parable about the change that was going to 
happen. He tells them of a king who we know is God and 
His Son who we know is Jesus and Jesus would enter the 
wedding feast which is His crucifixion and their traditions 
would change. They would be invited but because they 
knew the scriptures so well, they would refuse the new 
traditions that Jesus was telling them about and they 
would reject that He was the bridegroom. Some of them 
would even become enraged and try to kill Jesus' followers 
because they would teach a new tradition. 
 

Today many of our traditions have changed also. Because 
of this pandemic we have to wear masks, we have to keep 
a distance from each other. For many of us these are hard 
to accept; we don't want to wear a mask, we want to be 
able to breathe freely and see the smiles on other people's 
faces. We want to hug others or shake their hands. We 
long for that physical interaction. The things we took for 
granted for so long have now changed. Even the way we 
worship has changed. When this pandemic first hit we 
were not able to go to church and many of us longed for 
the Eucharist. This went against everything we were 
taught. We were taught that we needed to be in church on 
Sunday, not watch it on TV. Now that the world has gotten 
a better grip on this, we are starting to get back to a 
different normal and the churches have opened up. We 
need to get back to the "normal" of going to church every 
Sunday. Monsignor Rice, Deacon Michael and I want to see 
you back and even though we cannot see your beautiful 
smiling face, we can still see the love of Jesus in your eyes.  
 

God Bless, Deacon Don 
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Prayer Intentions 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  October 10 
  4:30p  John Kraft—1st Anniversary 
   Donald Krencicki 
   Marilyn and Arthur Neate 
 

Sunday  October 11 
  8:30a  Patricia Granett 
   Michael J. McNally—Birthday Remembrance 
   Louise Palchesko 
   Helen VanLoon—Special Intention 
 

11:30a  Dan Byrne, Sr. 
   Ralf Crookston 
   Martha Demerly—Special Intention 
   Nancy Fountas—2nd Anniversary 
   Jim Ivancso 
 

Wednesday October 14 
  9:00a  Susan Collop 
   Donald Krencicki 
   Barbara McKay—17th Anniversary 
 

Saturday  October 17 
  4:30p  Joseph A. Brauer 
   Deacon Michael Stach—Special Intention 
 

Sunday  October 18 
  8:30a  Carol Black—Special Intention 
   Lynn Bonney—Special Intention 
   Jim Ivancso 
   The Palmer Family—Special Intention 
   The Whiting Family—Special Intention 
 

11:30a  Martha Demerly—Special Intention 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
Major Charles Evans 
Spc. Evan K. Fowler 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

ENS Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Spc. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
LTJG. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

 

Congratulations to the new member of God’s 
family, who was welcomed into the Catholic 

Church through the waters of Baptism 
 
 

September 26, 2020 
 

†  Luke Joseph Mather 
Son of Adam and Anne (Wirtz) Mather 

 

 September 27, 2020 
 

†  Gianna Mae Recker 
Daughter of David and Veronicz(Valentino) Recker 

 

May God bless and keep these little ones safe in  
His tender love and  mercy. 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Linda June Dietz—wife of John Dietz 
†  Mary B. Whiting—sister-in-law of Martha and 

      Pete Whiting 
 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; let them  
rest from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

Harold Banish 
Rosanne Bishop 

Maurine Brennan 
Bill Budowick 

Tom Cavanaugh 
Lauri Dannemiller 

Denise, Harold & Jake 
Sue Kator 

Gloria Marineau 
Lee Ramirez 
Elaine Rosen 

Carol Simmons 
Deacon Michael Stach 

Christine Strong 
Helen Walczak 
Mike Whiting 

Thoughts and Prayers for Deacon Michael 
 

Deacon Michael sends his thanks for all the prayers and 
good thoughts. 
 

If you would like to send a card, please drop it off at the 
Church in the box in the Gathering Area.  We will make sure 
that they are delivered to Deacon Michael timely.  
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MINISTERS FOR MASS—TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—OCTOBER 17 & 18 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Larry Jeziorski, Acolyte 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Don Baross 

READER Phil Kotwick Keith Knauss Chuck Moss 

SERVERS James Wood Isela Mulcahy Noah Tanguay 

USHERS Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Mike Morrison 

George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. TBD TBD TBD 

In our Parish 

Thank you to all who have made a pledge or donation.  If 
you have not yet made your pledge, please send your CSA 
card with your pledge or donation in the CSA envelope 
provided, to the Archdiocese of Detroit. 

Thank you for your support! 

CSA 2020 UPDATE 
Goal—$124,344 

Pledges  - $62, 210 
Over (Under) Target—($62,134) 

9% Response with 126 Contributors 

$124,344 

GOAL 

50%  

FAITH FORMATION NEWS 
 

Faith Formation classes have begun, but it is not too late to 
register your children/grandchildren. 
 

Faith Formation Office Hours: 
•   Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:00-5pm 
•   Tuesday and Sunday by appointment 
•   Closed Friday and Saturday 

 

The Faith Formation Office phone number is different from 
the main office. Please call 248-647-4680 for all faith 
formation matters. 

St. Vincent de Paul 

FRIENDS OF THE POOR WALK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L to R: Karen Nichols, John and Diane Ranieri, Jeff Arce, Denise 
Sauter, John Reddy, Kim Ketola and Krissy, Jan Kopera 
Not Pictured:  Jack Kopera, Donna Arce, Ed Demerly 

 

Our SVdP Conference was blessed with an absolutely 
beautiful day for our Friends of the Poor Walk at Cranbrook 
Gardens on Sunday, September 27.  We truly enjoyed the 
flower gardens and cute bridges and statues, but mostly we 
enjoyed each other's company.  Thanks to all who joined us 
on the walk, and those who joined us spiritually!  If you 
wish to donate to help us help our neighbors in need, 
please send a check made out to St. Vincent de Paul to our 
parish office or drop it in the donation box at church.  Be 
sure to write "Friends Walk" in the memo line.  The money 
raised helps to pay rent, utilities, and security deposits, as 
well as buy food and diapers.  If you know anyone in our 
area who needs some assistance during this stressful time, 
have them call our help line at (248) 530-4654.  We don't 
discriminate as to religion, race, gender or ethnicity.  God 
bless you all! 
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Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

Intercessor Evangelists 
by John Hannigan 

 

Last week I wrote how the AOD initiative Families of 
Parishes has prayer as a top priority. It aims to help 
energize parishes and parishioners for our mission of 
evangelization. There is a powerful relationship between 
intercessory prayer and missionary activity.  
 

We may think of prayer as a private act of our talking 
with God, even when we share prayers with others as at 
Mass. True, our communion with God in prayer is realized 
in the depth of our hearts. In contrast, we may view 
evangelization as a public act of going out to share our faith 
with others. “Evangelist” conjurs up Billy Graham on 
television, or people on street corners 
(streetevangelization.com), or missionaries going to far 
away lands.  

 

One of the most prolific missionaries, St. Francis Xavier, 
was just that last kind. Between 1542 and 1552, Francis 
drew tens of thousands of people in India, Malaysia and 
Japan to know Jesus and be led by the Holy Spirit to convert 
to Christianity. Because of his evangelization efforts, Francis 
Xavier is a patron saint of evanglization and missions. 

 

But a life of quiet prayer is also critical to the mission 
Jesus gave us when He said: “Go … make disciples of all 
nations” (Matt 28:19). Unleash the Gospel reminds us of 
another patron of missions and evangelization, St. Thérèse 
of Lisieux. Thérèse died in 1897 at 24 years old, never 
having left the Carmelite convent where she stayed for 9 
years. Her whole short life was dedicated to prayer and 
reflection on God’s love. “What matters in life,” St. Thérèse 
wrote, “is not great deeds, but great love.”  

 

Unleash the Gospel teaches that by our loving prayerful 
intercessions, we can be part of “the hidden engine of the 
Church’s mission.” Like Thérèse, we can offer our prayers 
and sufferings for those who share – and those who hear – 
the Gospel, in our community or across the world. 
“Intercessory prayer … can stir up spiritual hunger in a 
whole city … so that the hearts of even those who are far 
from God are prepared to hear the Gospel” (Maker 10:2). 
Let’s be intercessors “for the grace of conversion.” Pray to 
“empower evangelization.” Our partnership of prayer in 
support of evangelization efforts is also realized in the 
depth of our hearts, as well as in the hearts of those 
coming anew into loving relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

Questions or comments?  UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

Stewardship Thoughts 
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Today’s Scripture readings center on stewardship. The 
prophet Isaiah informs us that God will provide for all 
peoples who trust in Him. In the parable of the wedding 
feast in St. Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus presents God’s 
invitation to all to join Him in holiness. Sadly, because Christ 
invites but never forces, many reject His call. St. Paul, in his 
Letter to the Philippian community, is grateful for the 
generous financial support they bestow, not out of Paul’s 
needs, but from their own desire to give. God calls us, as 
faith-filled stewards, to give back to Him the “first fruits” of 
our efforts in appreciation for His abundant blessings. 
Sacrificial gifts please God because we abstain in order to 
give. When challenged with difficult financial situations, 
make a leap of faith in your giving and know that God’s 
generosity is never outdone. A reference to tithing — the 
Biblical practice of returning 10 percent to the Lord — is 
mentioned in the Old Testament. To achieve this tithe, 
begin slowly and increase in small increments — as little as 
1 percent — each year. Consult Phil Lenahan’s 7 Steps to 
Financial Freedom to learn more about family finances, 
sacrificial giving, and tithing. 

Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

mailto:UnleashSTM@gmail.com


 
PASTORAL STAFF 

Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 
248-647-2222 x. 1111 

 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 
dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 
WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 
248-647-2222 x. 5555 

dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444 
bjfoos@gmail.com 

 
PARISH OFFICE  

Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 
248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

 
FAITH FORMATION 

Josylin Mateus, Director 
248-647-4680 x.5533 

josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Sandi Gardner, Section Head 
248-647-4680 x.5522 
sandi@stmoffice.com 

 

Ella Prendi, Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544 

ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 

stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 
 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar 

Pete Whiting 
248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:30 am to 4:00 pm 
Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 

 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

