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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

A Story to Help Us Understand 
 

 There are many wonderful stories told around 
Christmas time. The Church in its liturgy tells the story of 
Christ’s birth. Families tell stories about each other and 
important events they have experienced. Then there’s old 
favorites like “The Night Before Christmas.” But today I 
want to tell you two different and very brief stories that can 
help us better understand the true significance of 
Christmas. 
 

 The first story, a children’s story, has a little fish who 
swims up to its mother one day and says, “Mom, what is 
this water that I hear so much about?” Laughing, she 
responds, “You silly little fish. Why, it’s around you and 
within you and gives you life. Just swim to the top of the 
pond and lie there for a while; then you will find out what 
water is.” 
 

 The other story has a little fawn who walks up to its 
mother and says, “Mother, what is this air I hear so much 
about?” Smiling, she answers, “You silly little deer. Why, air 
is within you and around you. Air gives you life. If you want 
to know what air is, stick you head in the stream and you’ll 
find out.” 
 

 In our world, during this Special Time, many people 
may ask, where is this Jesus we hear so much about—this 
Christ of Christmas?” Like water to a fish, like air to a fawn, 
His spirit is all about us, especially at this time of year. We 
have but to be aware of His presence in the giving, the 
joyous festivities, the beauty of decoration, the depth of 
feelings, the awe of worship, the sacredness of song and 
story, the deeds of kindness, the warmth of good will, the 
emotions of peace and understanding, the miracle of 
changed lives, experiences of forgiveness, displays of 
humility, acts of mercy, and so forth. 
 

 As Christmas is all around us, so is the Presence of 
Christ, if we have the eyes of faith to see Him and the 
heart of faith to experience Him.  On this Feast of the Holy 
Family, may you truly be aware of what gives life and 
warmth to the season. May you recognize Jesus and His 
living presence in the world. Today, join the angels of long 
ago in their hymn of praise, “Glory to God in the highest 
and peace to all His people!” 
 

 Have a wonderful Christmas week! 
 

        Msgr. Tom Rice 

“May the Holy Family, who had to overcome many painful 
trials, watch over all the families in the world, especially 
those who are experiencing difficult situations.  May the 
Holy Family also help men and women of culture and 
political leaders so that they may defend the institution of 
the family, based on marriage, and so that they may sustain 
the family as it confronts the grave challenges of the 
modern age! …..  may Christian families find the light and 
strength to be united and to grow as the ‘domestic church’ 
especially in their diligent participation in the celebration of 
the Eucharist on Sunday. 
 

Saint John Paul II,  – Prayer from Angelus Message for the 
Feast of the Holy Family 2004 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
New Year’s Eve Mass 

Thursday, December 31, 4:00pm 

Let us strive to be pure and holy like our Heavenly Mother. 
All mothers want their children to inherit or acquire their 
good qualities.  Our Heavenly Mother is no exception.  With 
Joseph, she succeeded in training the Child Jesus, so that He 
grew in holiness and in “favor before God and man.”  
Hence, our best way of celebrating this feast and honoring 
our Heavenly Mother would be to promise her that we will 
practice her virtues of Faith, obedience, purity and humble 
service.  In this way, we will be trying to become the saintly 
sons and daughters of our Heavenly Mother, the Holy 
Mother of God. 

 

Parish Office Hours 
 

The parish office hours are 9:30am to 4:00pm on  
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday. 

 

We will be closed this Thursday, December 31. 
 

Offices reopen on Monday, January 4. 
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Prayers in our Parish 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  December 26 
  4:30p  James D. Pawlowski 
   James S. Pawlowski 
 

Sunday  December 27 
  8:30a  Ralf Crookston 
   Helen VanLoon—Special Intention 
   Ron Waldron—7th Anniversary 
 

11:30a  Jim & Maurine Brennan—Special Intention 
   Lauri Dannemiller—Special Intention 
   In Thanksgiving—the Mac Family 
 

Wednesday December 30 
  9:00a  Lisa Altomari and Family—Special Intention 
   Diane Claeys—Special Intention 
   Marie Liposky 
   Patricia Maloney—4th Anniversary 
 

Thursday  December 31 
  4:00p  Charlene, Mary Ann, and Patros Hannish 
   Tobia and Martha Kassa 
 

 
 

Saturday  January 2 
  4:30 p  For the People of St. Thomas More 
 

Sunday  January 3 
  8:30a  Ann Henning 
 

11:30a  William Anderson 
   Colin Jones 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Colin Jones 
†  John Peteuil—husband of Alfreda Peteuil 

 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

Rosanne Bishop 
Jim & Maurine Brennan 

Bill Budowick 
Tom Cavanaugh 

Lauri Dannemiller 
Tom Lingeman 

Jack McKay 
Lorraine Muller 

Simona Paul 
Jerome Schroeder 

Carol Simmons 
Joe Sokolowski 
Helen Walczak 

Joe & Cis Widina 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
Major Charles Evans 
Spc. Evan K. Fowler 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

ENS Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Spc. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

        John Michael Peteuil 
 

      Died on December 12, 2020 
            Buried from St. Thomas More 
          On December 19, 2020 
 

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord and 
let perpetual light shine upon him. Amen 

New Year’s Day Prayer 
 

God, thank you for a new year. May everyone in our family 
be willing to begin anew with a clean slate. We know that 
you are always ready to forgive us. Help us to be willing to 
forgive ourselves and to forgive one another. 
 

As we begin a new year, remind us of our truest values and 
our deepest desires. Help us to live in the goodness that 
comes from doing what you want us to do. Help us to put 
aside anxiety about the future and the past, so that we 
might live in peace with you now, one day at a time. 
 

Have a blessed and happy New Year! 

   24 Hour Prayer Line 
 

The Nuns of the Monastery of the Blessed 
Sacrament have initiated a 24 Hour Prayer 
Line.  The Sisters are attentive to begin the 

requested prayers promptly—248-626-8253 
or email opnunsfh@sbcglobal.net 
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Readings for the Week of December 27, 2020 
 

Sunday Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 
 and Joseph  Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6, 
 21:1-3;Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 
 5-6, 8-9; Col 3:12-21 or Col 3:12-17 or Heb 
 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; Lk 2:22-40 or Lk 2:22, 
 39-40 
 

Monday Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
 1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8;  
 Mt 2:13-18 
 

Tuesday Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr 
 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6;  
 Lk 2:22-35 
 

Wednesday 1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10;  
 Lk 2:36-40 
 

Thursday Saint Sylvester I, Pope 
 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13; Jn 1:1-18 
 

Friday Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of 
 God Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8;  
 Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 
 

Saturday Memorial of Saints Basil the Great and  
 Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors 
 of the Church 
 1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4;  
 Jn 1:19-28 
 

Sunday Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 
 Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13; 
 Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

In our Parish 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD—JANUARY 2 & 3, 2020 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Don Baross 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

READER Phil Kotwick Dan Parente Cindy Hansen 

SERVERS Amy Surowiec Jake & Samantha Foley Alessandra Lee 

USHERS Jim Hager 
Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Mike Morrison 

Zack Azzam 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cathy Mitchell Larry Jeziorski David Michalak 

 
 

Lord make the New Year  
a happy one…. 

 
 
 
 

Not by shielding us from sorrow and pain, but by 
strengthening us to bear it if it comes. 

 

Not by taking hardship from us, but by taking all 
cowardice and fear from our hearts 

as we meet hardships. 
 

Not by making our paths easy, but by making us 
sturdy enough to tread any path. 

 

Not by granting unbroken sunshine, but by keeping 
our faces bright even in the shadows. 

 

Not by making our lives always pleasant, but by  
showing us where others and Your cause need us  

most and by making us zealous  
to be there and to help… 

 

God, make our year a happy one! 
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Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We the Christian Community of St. Thomas More, 
in an atmosphere of hospitality, are dedicated to 
proclaiming the life, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ through excellence in worship, education, 
and service to others. 

 

We believe that the nurturing of the community 
around the Eucharistic Table is extended  

through gatherings which further strengthen 
and support us.  We shall pursue this 
mission faithfully through the power 

of the Holy Spirit and the gifts and talents 
of our members. 

Patris Corde: With a Father’s Heart 
By John Hannigan 

 

For the Feast of the Holy Family, I write to fathers about St. 
Joseph, Mary’s husband and Jesus’ earthly father, a man 
“at the service of the entire plan of salvation.” Pope Francis 
just released Patris Corde, a letter celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of St. Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. 
Francis wrote about many ways Joseph is a model for all 
Christians, especially for fathers. Archbishop Vigneron’s 
letter Unleash the Gospel also recognizes the irreplaceable 
role of mothers and fathers as evangelizers and educators 
of children, but a father’s religious involvement in 
particular is one of the greatest influences on a son’s or 
daughter’s future practice of the faith. 

Pope Francis wrote how Joseph was a loving father 
who, in caring for Mary and raising Jesus, cooperated 
obediently with “the great mystery of salvation.” Joseph 
was a working father and a “father in the shadows” whose 
words are not recorded in Scripture. Today, when families 
are challenged by lost jobs, the pandemic, children 
schooling at home, and a culture hostile to fatherhood, 
families, and faithful men, Francis reflects on St. Joseph as 
“a creatively courageous father,” a model for how men can 
meet challenges. 

Creative courage emerges when we choose to face 
difficulty. This can “bring out resources we did not even 
think we had.” Recall the challenges Joseph and his family 
faced: a hostile culture, homelessness, Herod’s threat to 
the life of baby Jesus, emigration. The fact is, Joseph was 
afraid but at each difficulty he listened to God, got up and 
just did what needed to be done. He did not wait for 
miracles. God gave Joseph the grace and gifts he needed, 
and Joseph used them. Pope Francis wrote: “God trusted 
Joseph, as did Mary … if at times God seems not to help us, 
surely this does not mean that we have been abandoned, 
but instead [we] are being trusted to plan, to be creative, 
and to find solutions ourselves.” Men are being asked to 
trust that with the help of Jesus and the Holy Spirit, and the 
intercession of St. Joseph, each man can also be “at the 
service of salvation” by how he lives and loves his family. 
Men are being asked to step up with courage and pray with 
our families, lead them the way God calls them to go, and 
trust we can meet our challenges. Let us pray for the 
intercession of St. Joseph, that men will act with a father’s 
heart as strong as his. (See the pope’s letter and a prayer to 
St. Joseph on the parish website under PRAYER WARRIORS.) 

Comments/Questions? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION 
Feast of the Holy Family 

 

Today, we celebrate the Holy 
Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 
Just as the Holy Family is holy, we 
are also called to be holy. This 
holiness is achievable by living as 
disciples of Christ.  
 

St. Paul calls us to put on “heartfelt compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness, and patience… as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so must you also do.” Let us “give thanks to 
God the Father” by being good stewards of His love and 
mercy to all our family members. 
 

Today's Gospel says a lot about trust and surrender to our 
Lord. When Simeon and Anna prophesized about what was 
to come, Jesus' parents were “amazed at what was said 
about him.” We can imagine that two parents would be 
taken back by these words! Yet, the Holy Family 
surrendered their lives to God and had unwavering faith 
and trust in His plan.  
 

God’s plan will fulfill our hearts more than we could have 
ever imagined. Like the Holy Family, we just need to trust, 
surrender and be attentive to God’s voice.  



 
PASTORAL STAFF 

Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 
248-647-2222 x. 1111 

 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 
dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 
WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 
248-647-2222 x. 5555 

dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444 
bjfoos@gmail.com 

 
PARISH OFFICE  

Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 
248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

 
FAITH FORMATION 

Josylin Mateus, Director 
248-647-4680 x.5533 

josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Ella Prendi, Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544 

ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 

stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 
 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar 

Pete Whiting 
248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:30 am to 4:00 pm 
Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 

 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

