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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

A DEFINING MOMENT 
 

 In all of our lives there are events we call defining 
moments. Turning sixteen, graduating from high school or 
college, winning the big football or basketball game, getting 
married, receiving a promotion at work; all could be called 
such defining moments. 
 

 Today, we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the 
Lord. For Jesus, this was the defining moment in His life and 
ministry. When He rose from the waters of the Jordan River 
a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son. My favor 
rests on Him.” No longer would the life of Jesus be lived in a 
“hidden way” but from now on He would publicly proclaim 
and manifest the Good News of salvation for all. 
 

 As we celebrate Our Lord’s Baptism we are invited to 
remember our own as well. For the majority of us our 
Baptism does not hold a memory because we were infants. 
But nonetheless, it still remains a defining moment 
numbering us among the family of God and uniting us to 
Jesus and His church. Our Baptism marked us as being alive 
for God. From that moment on the orientation of our lives 
was directed toward God—”To know, love, and serve Him” 
- and to spend eternal life one day with Him. 
 

 Baptism also defines us as followers of Jesus and calls 
us to the responsibilities of being His disciples. Just as Jesus 
began His public ministry and mission with His Baptism, so 
too do we begin our mission of discipleship. How is our 
mission lived out? In our love and worship of God, in our 
loving service to others and in the building up of both our 
secular communities and our community of faith. So as we 
celebrate this beautiful and challenging feast today, let us 
also remember what our own Baptism means and 
rededicate ourselves to the responsibilities that flow from 
it. 
 

 Have a wonderful week. Please find a place for me in 
your prayers. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 

Stewardship Thoughts 
The Baptism of the Lord 

 

As is fitting, today’s Scripture passages are linked by the 
common theme of “water.” Isaiah, near the end of the 
Babylonian exile, prophesies, through the Lord, All you who 
are thirsty, come to the water! St. John proclaims in his 
First Letter, This is the one who came through water and 
blood, Jesus Christ, not by water alone, but by water and 
blood. In St. Mark’s Gospel, the evangelist quotes John the 
Baptist in reference to Jesus before our Lord’s Baptism in 
the Jordan River, I have baptized you with water; he [Jesus] 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. The Sacrament of 
Baptism is the “the gateway” to all the other Sacraments. 
This tremendous gift of Baptism forgives sin and it is here 
that Christ invites us, individually, to be His disciples. When 
Jesus knocks on the door of our hearts daily, are we willing 
to let Him in, to follow Him, and through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, profess His Truth to a world that needs Jesus? 

Faith Formation Baby Bottle Donation Drive 
   (8th Grade Confirmation Service Project) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Pope John Paul II outlines in Evangelium Vitae many 
challenges and concerns that expectant mothers may face, 
including lack of support. He recognizes that an “unborn 
child is totally entrusted to the protection and care of the 
woman carrying him or her in the womb.”  For this reason, 
the Church must come alongside mothers, offering them 
encouragement, assistance and support.  You can do this 
by helping out the 8th grade confirmation students’ service 
project. 
 

Mary’s Mantle is a Catholic residential program for women 
who are pregnant and experiencing a housing crisis.  
Parishioners are encouraged to take a bottle home to fill 
with spare change, cash, and checks (made out to Mary’s 
Mantle).  Bottles are due back to church January 31.  
Confirmation students are asked to donate their own 
money, ask for donations before and after Masses, and to 
sort and count the money. For questions or more 
information, please contact the Faith Formation Office at 
248-647-4680.  
 

Thank you for your continued kindness and support in 
helping those in need! 

http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_25031995_evangelium-vitae.html
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Prayer to Unleash the Gospel 
in the Archdiocese of Detroit 

 

 God our Father, you have called us to be witnesses to 
Jesus and have commissioned us to lead all people to 
encounter Him 
 

 Send your Holy Spirit to enlighten our minds so that 
your will may be clear to us and that we may accept it 
 

 Dwell within our souls and make our hearts your own.  
 

 Transform us into a band of joyful missionary disciples 
embracing the fruits of Synod 16 so as to share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ in southeast Michigan through joyful 
evangelizing and service. 
 

 Come Holy Spirit. Fill the hearts of your faithful, and 
kindle in them the fire of your love.  Amen 
 

St. Anne, pray for us. 

Prayers in our Parish 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  January 9 
  4:30p  Sally Ann Bloom 
   Gerald Frawley 
   Cathie Henderson 
   Shirley Kucharski 
 

Sunday  January 10 
  8:30a  Edward and Vivian Lyp 
   John and Ann Lyp 
 

11:30a  Stanley and Julia Dopierala 
   Raymond and Wanda Kaptur 
   Louis and Genevieve Kawam 
 

Wednesday January 13 
  9:00a  Susan Lipak 
 

 

Saturday  January 16 
  4:30p  Joe Sokolowski—Special Intention 
 

Sunday  January 17 
  8:30a  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

11:30a  Susan Lipak 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Sally Ann Bloom 
†  George J. Bugarin—father of Msgr. Michael Bugarin 

†  Sr. Mary Finn 
†  Fr. Canon Stanislaw Flis 

†  Bernadine Kregor—sister of Margaret Qualmann 
†  Phillip Kregor—brother-in-law of Margaret Qualmann 

†  Fr. Louis Madey 
†  Bill Miles 

†  Joan R. Miller—mother of Arthur Miller 
†  Frances Mary Sakmar—mother of Ann Marie Nystrom 

†  Joseph Silagy—brother-in-law of Joann Silagy 
†  Clara Sugamele—mother of Teresa Semany 

 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

Rosanne Bishop 
Jim & Maurine Brennan 

Bill Budowick 
Tom Cavanaugh 

Lauri Dannemiller 
Tom Lingeman 

Jack McKay 
Lorraine Muller 

Simona Paul 
Jerome Schroeder 

Carol Simmons 
Joe Sokolowski 
Irene Tondera 
Helen Walczak 

Joe & Cis Widina 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
Major Charles Evans 
Spc. Evan K. Fowler 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

ENS Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Spc. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 
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Readings for the Week of January 10, 2021 
 

Sunday Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
 Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11; Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3,  
 9-10 or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 (3); Acts 10:34-3 or 
 1 Jn 5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11 
 

Monday Heb 1:1-6; Ps 97:1 and 2b, 6 and 7c, 9; 
 Mk 1:14-20 
 

Tuesday Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9;  
 Mk 1:21-28 
 

Wednesday Saint Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
 Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9;  
 Mk 1:29-39 
 

Thursday Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11; Mk 1:40-45 
 

Friday Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6c-7, 8;  
 Mk 2:1-12 
 

Saturday Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15; Mk 2:13-17 
 

Sunday Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10  
 (8a, 9a); 1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42 

Worship 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—JANUARY 16 & 17, 2021 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Larry Jeziorski—Acolyte 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

READER Barbara Lepri Keith Knauss Cindy Hansen 

SERVERS Marcus Lee Rory Knauss Claire DePorre 

USHERS Jim Hager 
Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Mike Morrison 

Zack Azzam 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cathy Mitchell David Michalak Zack Azzam 

The Baptism of the Lord 
 

Almighty ever-living God, who, when Christ had been 
baptized in the River Jordan and as the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him, solemnly declared him your beloved 
Son, grant that your children by adoption, reborn of water 
and the Holy Spirit, may always be well pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Prayer of Consecration to The Holy Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord Jesus, Your hidden years with Your Blessed Mother and 
St. Joseph at Nazareth showed us the beauty of the 
community of life and love that the family is meant to be. You 
taught us the value of selfless love, humble obedience, and 
silent sacrifice. You showed us how to sanctify the daily give-
and-take of family life. Today, we, the members of the St. 
Thomas More family, publicly acknowledge You as the true 
Head of our family and the King of our home. We pledge 
ourselves to model our family after the Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary, and Joseph of Nazareth. We consecrate to You, Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Your 
Mother, in union with St. Joseph, our work, our play, our 
sorrows, and our joys, along with our interior and exterior 
possessions, including the value of our good actions—past, 
present, and future. This is the covenant we make with You, 
Lord. In return, Lord Jesus, we ask You to bless and protect us, 
keeping us ever faithful to this covenant, and helping us to 
sanctify our lives by faithfully fulfilling the responsibility of 
each present moment only for Your glory. Jesus, King of 
Families, come and reign over our family! Mary, Queen of 
Families, take possession of our hearts! St. Joseph, Protector 
of Families, help us to be absorbed in and reflect the love of 
the Holy Family! 
 

https://afc.org/family-consecration/ 
 
 

Fr. Spezia’s prayer at the end of his homily on the Feast of the 
Holy Family, Sunday, December 27, and the link to the Apostolate 
of Catholic Family website where Fr. Spezia found the prayer. 

https://afc.org/family-consecration/
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Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We the Christian Community of St. Thomas More, 
in an atmosphere of hospitality, are dedicated to 
proclaiming the life, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ through excellence in worship, education, 
and service to others. 

 

We believe that the nurturing of the community 
around the Eucharistic Table is extended  

through gatherings which further strengthen 
and support us.  We shall pursue this 
mission faithfully through the power 

of the Holy Spirit and the gifts and talents 
of our members. 

Slaying Dragons 
By John Hannigan 

 

“Fairy tales do not tell children that dragons exist. Children 
already know that dragons exist. 

Fairy tales tell children the dragons can be killed.” 
 

Hearing this rephrased line from G. K. Chesterton recently 
set me to thinking about what rids us of evil. In the West, 
dragons traditionally represent evil, in contrast to the East, 
where they are good omens, or to modern stories where a 
dragon is a child’s friend. But from Genesis to Revelation, 
the serpent in the Garden (Gen 3) to the “great red dragon” 
sweeping stars from the sky with its tail (Rev 12:4; 20:1-3), 
Scripture tells of the “dragon, the ancient serpent, who is 
called the Devil and Satan” (Rev 12:9), who seeks the ruin 
of  our souls. It is fitting, then, to refer to our bad habits, 
our tendencies toward sin, and our fallen nature, as 
“dragons within.” 
 

Chesterton also wrote “… the fairy tale provides … St. 
George to kill the dragon.” In Revelation, it is St. Michael 
the Archangel who battles the dragon and casts him from 
heaven. Then Satan “went off to wage war against … those 
who keep God’s commandments and bear witness to 
Jesus” (Rev 12:7-17). That is our battle against dragons, and 
our victory is in Christ. 
 

Today’s Gospel teaches us the source of the weapons 
we need to be rid of evil, to keep the dragon at bay. When 
John baptizes Jesus, the Spirit descends upon Him and the 
Father declares Jesus His “beloved Son” (Mark 1:7-11). “At 
once” Jesus is driven “into the desert … for forty days, 
tempted by Satan” (Mark 1:12-13), battling the dragon. At 
baptism we, too, are filled with the Holy Spirit and become 
adopted sons and daughters of God. Just so, we become 
the target of the dragon, no less than Adam and Eve. 
Today’s letter from John girds us for battle. In striving to 
“keep His commandments … whoever is begotten by God 
conquers the world. The victory that conquers the world is 
our faith … the victor [is the] one who believes that Jesus is 
the Son of God … who came through water and blood…” (1 
John 5:3-6). 
 

Yes, dragons exist. Ultimately, our dragons are slain by 
the Lamb, by the blood and water flowing from Jesus’ side. 
Through the Grace given to us in baptism and other 
Sacraments, Jesus outfits us for battle and redeems our 
nature. 
 

Comments/Questions? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION 
The Baptism of the Lord 

 

Our Christmas season concludes with the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord. Jesus was not baptized because he 
needed to repent — rather, He was revealing who He is and 
what He came to do. 
 

It is from His mission that we can 
receive the sacrament of baptism — 
when we become adopted sons and 
daughters of God. From that moment, 
we belong to Christ — we become His 
stewards. Our lives should be a 
reflection of this relationship. The way 
we live should reveal Whose we are. 
 

In our First Reading, the prophet 
Isaiah shares a message of hope, “Why spend your money 
for what is not bread, your wages for what fails to satisfy?” 
We should ask ourselves, "Who is the king of our hearts?" 
As Christian stewards, it should be God. We often fill our 
lives with things that satisfy us only for a moment. If we 
truly do belong to Christ, then we will make Him our top 
priority. What we fill our lives with should reveal that He is 
King. 
 

In our Gospel, Mark reveals the intimate relationship 
between God the Father, God the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus and God the Father 
proclaimed, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 
pleased.” We, too, have access to an intimate relationship 
with God. But like all good relationships, it flourishes with 
effort. How we spend our time and share our gifts says a 
great deal about Whose we are. 



 
PASTORAL STAFF 

Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 
248-647-2222 x. 1111 

 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 
dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 
WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 
248-647-2222 x. 5555 

dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444 
bjfoos@gmail.com 

 
PARISH OFFICE  

Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 
248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

 
FAITH FORMATION 

Josylin Mateus, Director 
248-647-4680 x.5533 

josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Ella Prendi, Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544 

ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 

stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 
 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar 

Pete Whiting 
248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:30 am to 4:00 pm 
Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 

 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

