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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

Something to Think About 
 

 One of the most touching phrases in the Scriptures can 
be found in the Old Testament, Jeremiah 31:3, “I have 
loved you with an everlasting love; I have called you with 
loving kindness.” This is God’s profession of love for His 
people, and that’s something to think about. 
 

 There are thousands of popular songs that say, “Our 
love will last forever.” Some radio stations play such songs 
all day long. But how real are they? However, the lyrics of 
God’s songs are very real… “I have loved you with an 
everlasting love.” No matter what we do, where we hide, 
how we mess up—God still loves us and is faithful to us. 
The intensity of God’s love does not dim over time. 
 

 Human love of course is something we are all familiar 
with. Something we have experienced. It has a “face” we 
recognize. Human love is tremendous, beautiful, and 
powerful. Take a moment and reflect on all the moments of 
love you have shared with others. Romantic moments with 
a spouse, times with your children and grandchildren, a 
conversation with a dear friend. God is present in those 
moments. Now imagine no pause, no diminution, no 
fluctuation in that love: This is God’s love. 
 

 How can we put a “face” on God’s love? How can we 
feel God’s love as intimately as touch? First, we are invited 
to recognize and feel God’s love in the human gesture of 
love. Second, we can strengthen our awareness of, our 
attention to, God’s love through meditative prayer. Prayer 
is a human gesture; we touch God. Prayer is the practice of 
listening to God’s love for you, and that puts you in touch 
with a love which has no limit in duration, intensity, or 
scope. It’s eternal. That’s why God says, “I have loved you 
with an everlasting love.” 
 

 Have a happy Valentine’s Day and rejoice in the love 
God has for you. 
 

 See you in church on Ash Wednesday. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 

  

    Ash Wednesday, February 17 
             Mass at 9:00 AM 
 

  A day of penitential prayer and fasting. 
     A Clean Heart Create for Me, GOD: 
    Renew Within Me A Steadfast Spirit. 

The Stations of the Cross and Adoration 
Fridays in Lent, 7:00 – 8:00 pm. 

 

Lent is a time when Catholics seek ever more 
earnestly to “draw close to God so that He 

may draw close to us” (James 4:8). Please join us on the 
Friday evenings of Lent at 7:00 p.m. to pray the Stations of 
the Cross, remembering Jesus’ journey to Calvary and 
adore Him in the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

“The Cross of Christ contains all the love of God; there we 
find His immeasurable mercy. This is a love in which we can 
place all our trust, in which we can believe… let us entrust 
ourselves to Jesus, let us give ourselves over to Him 
because He never disappoints anyone! Only in Christ 
crucified and risen can we find salvation and redemption. 
The Cross of Christ bears the suffering and the sin of 
mankind, including our own. Jesus accepts all this with 
open arms, bearing on His shoulders our crosses and saying 
to us: ‘Have courage! You do not carry your cross alone! I 
carry it with you. I have overcome death and I have come 
to give you hope, to give you life’ ” — Pope Francis 
 

Jesus is counting on you because the Eucharist is the center 
of life - "Every member of the Church must be vigilant in 
seeing that the sacrament of love shall be at the center of 
the life of the people of God so that through all the 
manifestations of worship due Him shall be given back ‘love 
for love’ and truly become the life of our souls. Your time 
with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament will repair the evils of 
the world and bring about peace on earth”-  Saint John 
Paul II 

LENT FASTING AND 
ABSTINENCE 

 

On Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, both the laws  
of fasting and abstinence apply and no meat  

may be taken at any meal. 
 

Fasting 
 Fasting means eating a lesser amount of food. 
 Only one full meal a day is allowed. 
 Two other small meals are allowed with the total 

amount of food not exceeding the full meal.  No food 
may be eaten between meals. 

 Catholics between the ages of 21 and 59 must fast. 
 

Abstinence 
 Days of abstinence are days on which we do not eat any 

meat at all.  Dairy products, fish and seafood are 
allowed. 

 All Catholics over the age of 14 must abstain. 

 The days of obligatory abstinence are Ash Wednesday 
and all the Fridays of Lent. 
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Readings for the Week of February 14, 2021 
 

Sunday Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Lv 13:1-2, 44-46; Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11; 
 1 Cor 10:31—11:1; Mk 1:40-45 
 

Monday Gn 4:1-15, 25; Ps 50:1 and 8, 16bc-17,  
 20-21; Mk 8:11-13 
 

Tuesday Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10; Ps 29:1a and 2, 3ac-4, 
 3b and 9c-10; Mk 8:14-21 
 

Wednesday Ash Wednesday 
 Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 and 
 17; 2 Cor 5:20—6:2; Mt 6: 1-6, 16-18 
 

Thursday Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Lk 9:22-25 
 

Friday Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19;  
 Mt 9:14-15 
 

Saturday Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 5:27-32 
 

Sunday First Sunday of Lent 
 Gn 9:8-15; Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Pt 3:18-22; 
 Mk 1:12-15-45 

Prayers in our Parish 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  February 13 
  4:30p  Jack McKay 
   Gary Mishark—4th Anniversary 
   Gail Steinhauer-Jensen 
   H. Eugene Weiss 
 

Sunday  February 14 
  8:30a  Edward Lyp—Birthday Remembrance 
   Jack McKay 
   Gail Steinhauer-Jensen 
   Regina Surowka—23rd Anniversary 
   H. Eugene Weiss 
 

11:30a  J.D. Hascall—Special Intention 
   Raul Gutierrez Mendosa Family— 
        Special Intention 
   Joseph Miceli—1st Anniversary 
   Dianne Szluha 
 

Wednesday February 17 
  9:00a  Ash Wednesday Mass 
 

 

Saturday  February 20 
  4:30p  For the People of St. Thomas More 
 

Sunday  February 21 
  8:30a  Carol Black—Special Intention 
   The Damman Family—Special Intention 
   Mary Dickow—Special Intention 
 

11:30a  Kayla Hascall—Special Intention 

 

Congratulations to the new member of God’s 
family, who was welcomed into the  

Catholic Church through the waters of 
Baptism on February 7, 2021 

 
 

†  Maxwell Louis Pinto 
Son of Brandon and Necole (Koliba) Pinto 

 

May God bless and keep this little one safe in 
His tender love and mercy. 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Adele Hippley—sister of Thomas Schmotzer 
†  Fr. James Meyer 

†  Deacon Anthony Morici 
†  Ronald Zawicki—husband of Barbara Zawicki 

 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

Rosanne Bishop 
Jim & Maurine Brennan 

Bill Budowick 
Tom Cavanaugh 

Lauri Dannemiller 
Martha Demerly 

Shellysee Girouard 
Nancy Heffernan 
Amanda Koleszar 
Dennis Leonowicz 

Tom Lingeman 
Janice Malas 

Michael McKay 
Kathy Mills 

Simona Paul 
Jerome Schroeder 

Carol Simmons 
Joe Sokolowski 
Helen Walczak 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
Spc. Evan K. Fowler 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 

M1st Class Megan Jamison 
ENS Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Spc. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 
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In our Parish 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT—FEBRUARY 20 & 21, 2021 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Don Baross 

READER Barb Lepri Jack Withrow Chuck Moss 

SERVERS Sydni Wood David and Laura Gabriel Anna and Keara Schultz 

USHERS Jim Hager 
Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Mike Morrison 

Zack Azzam 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cathy Mitchell Larry Jeziorski Marvin Olane 

Plastic Bags Needed for 
South Oakland Food Depot 

 

The South Oakland District Food Depot of St. 
Vincent de Paul at 12 Mile and Stephenson, is 
currently experiencing a shortage of plastic 
bags, which are regularly used for food 

distribution to needy families. Please donate any plastic bags 
(the type you get at the supermarket or drug store) that you 
can spare when you come to Mass at some point over the 

next few weekends. There will be an area marked near the 
Information Counter where the bags can be dropped off. 
Thank you and blessings for your kindness. 

 
 
 
 

JAIL OUTREACH MINISTRY RETURNS! 
 

We are restarting our collections for Jail Outreach Ministry.  
JOM at the Oakland County Jail is operating under Covid-19 
guidelines.  Jail visits from the ministry are not happening 
at this time, except for rare cases. 
 

However, the need by inmates and their families for 
necessary items continues and the ministry is working to 
that end as best they can, using safe guidelines. 
 

JOM is requesting NEW adult sized men’s and women’s 
underwear. The JOM collection bin will be in the narthex 
for those wishing to donate any of these items. STM 
parishioners have been extremely generous with acts of 
mercy to JOM in the past.  Thank you for your continued 
support!!! 

Faith Formation News 
SACRED SPACE 

 

This Wednesday is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the 
Season of Lent.  The day Catholics all over the world will 
have the sign of the cross put on their forehead with ashes.  
The ashes symbolize the dust from which God made us. As 
the priest or minister applies the ashes the words 
"Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return." are said (cf. Genesis 3:19). Alternatively, the words 
"Repent and believe in the Gospel." may also be used.  
 

This season is a time to grow closer to God and evaluate our 
relationship with God and how well our lives conform to the 
Gospel.  By our baptism we are called to holiness, and even 
though we are called to this every day, the Church asks us 
to spend more time in praying, fasting, and almsgiving as 
we prepare our heart, mind and soul for the great feast of 
Easter, Jesus’ resurrection. 
 

To help our Confirmation candidates pray during this time, 
they were asked to create a sacred space in their home 
where they can pray throughout Lent.  The picture here 
shows one of them.  Please keep our students and their 
families in prayer as they navigate this world amidst the 
COVID virus. 
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Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

Addressing our “Bad Habits” this Lent 
By John Hannigan 

 

Recognizing the challenges we face renewing the Church 
for mission, Synod 16 identified “‘capital vices’ and ‘core 
virtues’ … that affect our witness to Christ” (¶3.4). Our “bad 
habits and good habits” affect our parish and, we 
anticipate, would also affect our new Parish Family. 
Entering the penitential season of Lent is a good time for us 
to address our “bad habits” and foster “good habits.” This 
week, let’s consider the “bad habits” Archbishop Vigneron 
wrote about. (Next week we’ll consider our virtues.) 
 

This Lent, let’s push back against the “attitudes, 
misunderstandings, or deceptions that hold us back from 
unleashing the Gospel.” Repenting from these bad habits 
could help all of us in the parish grow over these next 40 
days. The “bad habits” are:  

 

A worldly notion of the Church. The Church is not a 
business or social service agency. The clergy are not CEOs 
or civil servants. Rather, let’s humbly recognize that our 
parish, soon-to-be parish family, and Archdiocese belong 
“to Christ as his body, his beloved bride. It is Christ who 
directs the mission and activity of the Church.” 

 

Spiritual lethargy. We all “carry the burden of a 
struggling Church.” It can make us weary. From “such 
lethargy, dear brothers and sisters, let us repent!” wrote 
Archbishop Vigneron. This Lent, let’s pray to our Lord to 
rekindled our zeal for Him. 

 

Status quo mentality. Resistance to change can be a 
great barrier to reforms anticipated in Families of Parishes. 
Pope Francis warned of complacency and urged us to be 
bold in ‘“rethinking the goals, structures, style and methods 
of evangelization.”’ 

 

Fear. We hear Christ’s words “be not afraid” (Matt 
28:10) repeated often by Church leaders. Still we are afraid 
of failure, of losing control, and of taking risks. We must 
choose to bring our fears “before the Lord in all honesty 
and ask Him to replace them with apostolic courage.” 

 

Finally, a complaining attitude is a very common bad 
habit. We complain about the culture, numbers of priests, 
people not in the pews, too few resources, etc., but 
“complaining leads only to discouragement and paralysis. 
God thinks we have enough, because we have Him. ‘I can 
do all things in him who strengthens me’ (Phil 4:13).” 

 
Comments/Questions? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

In our Parish 
News 

Collection for the Church in Central & Eastern Europe 
February 21 

 

The USCCB Subcommittee on Aid to the Church in Central 
and Eastern Europe, funds projects in 28 countries to build 
the pastoral capacity of the Church and to rebuild and 
restore the Faith in these countries. The funds raised in the 
Collection for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe are 
used to support the renewal of vital aspects of the Church 
life: seminaries, youth ministry, social service programs, 
pastoral centers, church construction and renovation, and 
Catholic communications projects. 
 

If you would like to contribute to this special collection, the 
envelopes are on the Information Counter in the gathering 
area. 

THE SACRED HEART 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

 

Drive-Thru Lenten Fish Dinners! 
 

No worries about getting great fish on Fridays 
of this Lent! Starting on Feb. 19th from 4pm-
6:30 pm, the Sacred Heart Council #8659’s 

“World-Famous Fish Dinners” will be available through our 
new, easy to use ‘Drive-Thru” service. 
 

• Just drive up and order from your car! 
• Dinners brought directly out to you as you wait! 
• Your choice of fried and baked fish, mac n’ cheese, 

broccoli, coleslaw, and, of course, our famous home-
made chips! 

• All for only $10.00! – Cash, Check, or Credit Cards 
accepted! 

• Sacred Heart Church - 3400 S. Adams Rd. Auburn Hills. 
4pm-6:30pm    

• Fast! Easy! Safe! 
 

NOTE: Please enter at the Adams Road entrance (between 
the school & church) & just follow the signs! 
 

Plan now & tell your friends!  
The World-Famous Fish Dinners are back! 



 
PASTORAL STAFF 

Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 
248-647-2222 x. 1111 

 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 
dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 
WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 
248-647-2222 x. 5555 

dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444 
bjfoos@gmail.com 

 
PARISH OFFICE  

Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 
248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

 
FAITH FORMATION 

Josylin Mateus, Director 
248-647-4680 x.5533 

josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Ella Prendi, Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544 

ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 

stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 
 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar 

Pete Whiting 
248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:30 am to 4:00 pm 
Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 

 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

