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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

MOVING THROUGH LENT 
 

 This Lent may seem somewhat different because of 
COVID-19, but we have once again began a time dedicated 
to prayer and fasting, a time of spiritual renewal and 
rededication. Let us now, together, use these special days 
to strengthen and renew our personal faith and to renew 
and invigorate the faith of the St. Thomas More 
community. 
 

We begin LENT together 
 

 On Ash Wednesday we once again began another Lenten 
season. We began a time dedicated to prayer and fasting, a 
time of spiritual renewal, and rededication. We accepted 
the public sign of our commitment, a cross of ashes. Let us 
now together use these special days to strengthen and 
renew our personal faith and to renew and invigorate the 
faith of the St. Thomas More community. 
 

 I would like to suggest seven ways to make this Lent of 
2021, better and more spiritually fulfilling. 
 

 1.  PRAY PRIVATELY. Start with five minutes a day, in a 
private space and moment, to center yourself in Christ and 
find what His will is for you. Ask Him to set your mind 
ablaze with His light so that you will be able to see what 
you must do...and that you will have the strength to do it. 
Take enough time to charge your battery. Encourage other 
family members to do the same, and then let them alone to 
do it. Keep your thought as private as a conversation with 
God should be. 
 

 2.  PRAY PUBLICLY. Seek out and participate in parish 
programs and liturgies from Mass to Stations of the Cross. 
Share your overflow of Grace from private prayer with your 
second family, St. Thomas More parish community. Show 
your connection to us in the way you participate in our 
Sunday Liturgies. Determine this Lent to build up your 
spiritual character by praying well, singing well, and 
participating in as lively a fashion as possible in all our 
Worship Services. Make a point of coming on time and 
staying until the Priest has left the altar. 
 

 3.  MAKE YOUR SACRIFICES A POSITIVE AFFIRMATION. 
Make certain you understand that Lent is not only a time in 
which we do without; it is also a time in which we DO FOR. 
Don’t stop at material denials. Offering up a favorite TV 
show or Sunday morning coffee cake is nothing compared 
to giving up the pleasure of having the last word or of being 
infallible. At least once each day refrain from saying “I told 
you so,” “I knew I was right,” and “it wasn’t my fault.” 

 4.  GIVE YOUR TIME. Give your time, energy, privacy, 
effort, ear and heart unsparingly. Give without reckoning 
cost of reward. Work in whatever capacity you are needed 
(and ask God’s guidance to lead you there), at hospitals, 
hospices, nursing homes, prisons, soup kitchens, meals on 
wheels, etc. Scripture tells us often that we find Christ most 
clearly in those who are in need. 
 

 5.  GIVE OF ALL YOUR MATERIAL BLESSINGS. If you give 
of your money, do so without expecting anything in return. 
Never hold your parish hostage with your pocketbook, 
making an offering only if all policies and decisions are to 
your liking. No parish can meet such a standard. Learn that 
Sacrificial Giving is a gift that is given to us in Scripture. Give 
from the first fruits of your labor. When you give, offer your 
gift just as you think Christ would...entirely out of love. 
 

 6.  BE ACTIVELY CONCERNED ABOUT THE ENTIRE 
WORLD. We live in a small, specific world. But the Church 
calls us to a ministry that is universal. Read, listen, learn 
and become involved in making a more Christ-like life by 
working for good in politics, the environment, world 
hunger, pro-life issues, peace and nuclear power issues, 
armaments and dispersal issues. These are all topics we 
have heard so much about that they tend to lose their 
meaning for many people. This Lent make them real. 
Remember that the bottom line is this: We are all one 
family trying to make a just and loving home out of this 
world. 
 

 7.  KEEP A JOYFUL SENSE OF HUMOR. Don’t let your 
imperfections and lapses get you down. If we were all 
perfect, there would never be a need for St. Thomas More 
Parish. Wear a face (and a face mask) that says “Be of good 
cheer!” Secret, silent martyrs only make martyrs out of 
those who have to live with them. Have a cheerful 
countenance and a serene heart...a serene heart that says 
“I am not perfect, but I am trying my best.” 
 

 May God bless all our efforts this Lent. 
 

         Msgr. Tom Rice 

 
 
 

Stations of the Cross followed by 
    Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 and Benediction, Fridays 7:00--8:00 PM 

 
 
 

 

† February 26:  Women’s Ministry 
† March 5:  8th Grade Confirmation Class 

† March 12:  Faith Formation Students 
† March 19:  Knights of Columbus 

† March 26:  Choir—Brian Foos 
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Readings for the Week of February 28, 2021 
 

Sunday Second Sunday of Lent 
 Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Ps 116:10, 15, 
 16-17, 18-19; Rom 8:31b-34; Mk 9:2-10 
Monday Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13;  
 Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 
 23; Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday Saint Katharine Drexel, Virgin 
 Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14, 15-16;  
 Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday Saint Casimir 
 Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6;  
 Lk 16:19-31 
Friday Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-17,  
 18-19, 20-21; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Saturday Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10,  
 11-12; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Sunday Third Sunday of Lent 
 Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17; Ps 19:8, 9,  
 10, 11; 1 Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25 
 Scrutiny 
 Ex 17:3-7; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-
 8; Jn 4: 5:42 

Prayers in our Parish 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  February 27 
  4:30p  Patrick Michael Dunlop—31st Anniversary 
   Mary Ann Longuski 
   Jonathan Medved—Special Intention 
   Joseph Miceli—Birthday Remembrance 
   James D. & James S. Pawlowski 
 

Sunday  February 28 
  8:30a  Sally Bacon 
   Virginia Gabriel 
 

11:30a  Jim Brennan 
   Carolyn Flynn 
   John Phelan—7th Anniversary 
 

Wednesday March 3 
  9:00a  Julia Miesiak 
 

 

Saturday  March 6 
  4:30p  Michael Gearty 
 

Sunday  March 7 
  8:30a  Michael Gearty 
 

11:30a  The Ramirez Family—Health Intention 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Sally Bacon—mother of Al Bacon 
†  Jim Brennan—husband of Maurine Brennan 

†  Fr. Albert W. Cylwicki, CSB 
†  James LeBay—father of Tim, Tom, Mark, David 

†  Irene Tondera—wife of Joseph, father of Sue Ceglarz 
 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

Rosanne Bishop 
Maurine Brennan 

Bill Budowick 
Tom Cavanaugh 
Martha Demerly 

Shellysee Girouard 
Nancy Heffernan 

Traci Johnson 

Tom Lingeman 
Michael McKay 

Jonathan Medved 
Kathy Mills 

Simona Paul 
Joe Sokolowski 
Helen Walczak 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
Spc. Evan K. Fowler 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 

M1st Class Megan Jamison 
ENS Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Spc. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 
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FAITH FORMATION NEWS 
Saint Gallery 

 

Please visit the Saint Gallery located in the Gathering Area. 
Posterboards and other medium of saints were created by 
our 7th grade faith formation children as a means to learn 
about the beatitudes. Let us keep them in our prayers. 
 

WANTED!  Education Commission Members 
 

Your parish needs you! The purpose for the Commission is 
to develop, promote, and evaluate programs that address 
education and evangelization. In order for the commission 
to be effective and successful its members should reflect 
the diverse makeup of the parish with representatives from 
different areas, i.e. Adult and Youth Faith Formation, Family 
Ministry, Youth Ministry, Vocation, and Young Adults. If you 
have a passion for any of these areas and would like to help 
promote and represent them, please contact the faith 
formation office by calling 248-647-4680 or emailing 
josylin@stmoffice.com. 
 

Members serve for two years beginning in the fall and ends 
in the spring.  The Commission meets the 1st Monday of the 
month from 7:00 pm to 8:15 pm. 

THE FIRST OF THE MONTH COLLECTION 
St. Vincent de Paul—March 6 & 7 

 

We are asking for specially needed items. Some suggestions 
include—Kleenex, toilet paper, paper towel, cleaning 
supplies, bath soap, deodorant, dish soap, laundry 
detergent, shampoo, toothpaste, etc. These items are not 
covered in the Bridge Card programs that many of the 
needy have to purchase. 
 

Thank you for your kindness and 
generosity in helping those in need! 

In our Parish 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT—MARCH 6 & 7, 2021 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Don Baross 

READER Keith Knauss Jack Withrow Cindy Hansen 

SERVERS James Wood Christine Temple Duarte Bobone 

USHERS Jim Hager 
Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Mike Morrison 

Zack Azzam 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cathy Mitchell Larry Jeziorski Marvin Olane 

On behalf of the Board, Staff, and women of 

Mary’s Mantle, we would like to thank the 8th 

Grade Confirmation students for leading the 

parish-wide baby bottle drive for Mary’s 

Mantle at St. Thomas More! Thank you to all 

the parishioners who donated. Through your generosity, 

just under $2,000 was raised for the ministry. What a 

blessing this will be to our programs! To date, Mary’s 

Mantle has served over 80 women (and babies) in our 

program. Your support will allow us to continue to do that 

for many more women to come. We thank you again for 

your generosity in supporting the life-affirming work that 

we are blessed to do at Mary’s Mantle. 

EASTER FLOWER MEMORIAL 
 

This week, envelopes are in the Gathering 
Area for donations to defray the cost of the 
flowers for the Easter season. You may give 
your donation in memory of, or to honor 
someone dear to you. Envelopes should be 

returned by March 21 in order to be published in the 
Easter bulletin. Envelopes received after March 21 will be 
listed in the April 11 bulletin. Thank you! 

mailto:josylin@stmoffice.com
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Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We the Christian Community of St. Thomas More, 
in an atmosphere of hospitality, are dedicated to 
proclaiming the life, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ through excellence in worship, education, 
and service to others. 

 

We believe that the nurturing of the community 
around the Eucharistic Table is extended  

through gatherings which further strengthen 
and support us.  We shall pursue this 
mission faithfully through the power 

of the Holy Spirit and the gifts and talents 
of our members. 

Getting Out from Behind Our “Masks” This Lent 
by John Hannigan 

 

Last week some of my students lamented wearing masks. 
Not out of discomfort or annoyance, but because masks 
limit communicating with other people. Indeed, much of 
what we genuinely think and feel is conveyed by our facial 
expressions, often quite subtly. Masks hide that, making it 
difficult to see the authentic person behind. 
 

This works metaphorically as well. The Latin word 
persona literally meant the mask worn by a player in a 
dramatic role on stage, bearing the image of some 
character. The psychologist Carl Jung used persona to mean 
the ‘face’ we present to others, to hide our authentic 
selves. The Church uses “person” to mean that unique 
character which distinguishes human beings among all 
God’s creatures. We alone are made in His image and 
likeness (Gen 1:26-27). We alone are “called to share, by 
knowledge and love, in God’s own life” (CCC ¶ 356). “Being 
in the image of God the human individual possesses the 
dignity of a person, who is not just something, but 
someone … capable of self-knowledge” (CCC ¶ 357). Our 
authentic being is as children of God called to loving 
relationship with Jesus and our neighbors. 

 

Lent gives us a special opportunity to repent, to turn 
away from sin and toward God. Through prayer, penance 
and charity, we grow in authenticity and can set aside other 
roles we play. That may mean taking off the mask of the 
“self-made” person to grow in humility; or the mask of the 
indignant self-righteous to grow in patience and 
magnanimity. 

 

Perhaps the most opaque mask is the one that 
convinces us we’re doing all right but hides our sinfulness. 
That is the mask we remove in Confession. The Sacrament 
of Reconciliation is a Lenten path “off stage” and on toward 
God before Whom there are no masks. Our Examination of 
Conscience before Confession helps us grow in self-
knowledge, shows us what God already knows, and helps 
us to be authentic persons before our Merciful Judge, Jesus 
Christ. 

 

By putting on Christ (Rom 13:14), by imitating Jesus, we 
grow in character to become genuine children of God and 
may come to share in His life forever. Removing our masks 
honestly helps us grow in holiness and one day to stand 
before the unveiled Face of God.  Have a blessed Lent! 

 
Comments/Questions? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

Sent on Mission: Prayer for Families of Parishes 
 

Father in Heaven, renew your wonders in our time, as 
though by a New Pentecost. 
 

Holy Spirit, increase your gifts in us to move boldly into 
Families of Parishes with confidence. Deepen our desire for 
every person to encounter Jesus anew, grow daily as his 
disciples and give witness to his love and mercy. This is our 
mission! And we embrace it anew. 
 

Grant that your Holy Church in Detroit, praying 
perseveringly and insistently with one mind, together with 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, and guided by St. Joseph,  
Ste. Anne and Bl. Solanus Casey, may increase the reign of 
the Divine Savior, the reign of truth and justice, the  
reign of love and peace. 
 

We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

SACRED HEART KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

Drive-Thru Lenten Fish Dinners! 
 

The Sacred Heart Council #8659’s “World-
Famous Fish Dinners” will be available through 
our new, easy to use ‘Drive-Thru” service on 
Fridays during Lent from 4pm-6:30 pm. 

 

• Just drive up and order from your car! 
• Dinners brought directly out to you as you wait! 
• Your choice of fried and baked fish, mac n’ cheese, 

broccoli, coleslaw, and, of course, our famous home-
made chips! 

• All for only $10.00! – Cash, Check, or Credit Cards 
accepted! 

• Sacred Heart Church - 3400 S. Adams Rd. Auburn Hills. 
4pm-6:30pm    

• Fast! Easy! Safe! 
 

NOTE: Please enter at the Adams Road entrance (between 
the school & church) & just follow the signs! 



 
PASTORAL STAFF 

Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 
248-647-2222 x. 1111 

 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 
dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 
WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 
248-647-2222 x. 5555 

dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444 
bjfoos@gmail.com 

 
PARISH OFFICE  

Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 
248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

 
FAITH FORMATION 

Josylin Mateus, Director 
248-647-4680 x.5533 

josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Ella Prendi, Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544 

ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 

stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 
 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar 

Pete Whiting 
248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:30 am to 4:00 pm 
Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 

 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

