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CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL 2020 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you to all who have generously contributed to the 
2020 Catholic Services Appeal (CSA). If you pledged 
payments, please make sure your pledge is fulfilled as the 
2021 Campaign will begin in April. The Archdiocese of 
Detroit reduced our goal for 2020 to $124,344, and due to 
the generosity of our parishioners, the parish currently 
exceeds the goal by approximately $24,000. Funds from 
CSA overage have been put aside for future maintenance 
projects throughout the parish. 

A Note From 
Our Pastor 

HOLY WEEK 
 

 In the Christian calendar there is only one week so 
designated the most sacred week of the year.  Not the 
week before Christmas or Pentecost, it is the week before 
Easter.  We simply call it “Holy Week.”  With today’s feast 
of Palm Sunday we begin that week.  It is “holy” because in 
these next few days we have the special opportunity to 
celebrate the most profound mysteries of our faith.  The 
passion, the suffering, the dying, and the resurrecting of the 
Lord. 
 

 During these days we not only recall events that 
happened in the life of Jesus, we significantly “celebrate” 
them because we, too, “share” in them.  As followers of 
Christ we are reminded that in our lives also, there is no 
Easter without Good Friday.  No joy without suffering.  No 
eternal life without dying first. 
 

 So each Holy Week we are invited to walk in the 
footsteps of the Lord.  To accompany Him in His pain, 
suffering, and dying.  But also to be present at the tomb 
when it is discovered to be empty.  To share in the joy of 
realizing that Jesus has overcome on our behalf the 
greatest obstacle of all, death itself. 
 

 This is the week, more so than any other, that 
teaches us the lesson of love.  The price of love.  And yes, 
the victory of love.  These are by no means “ordinary” 
days.  So in order to truly experience the meaning of Easter, 
make a personal decision to participate in as many of the 
services of Holy Week as you can.  If you overcome the 
obstacles that can keep you away, you will find a special, 
profoundly spiritual satisfaction at the end, on Easter Day, 
when you can make your own the words of the angel found 
at the empty tomb, “He is not here.  He has risen as He 
said.  See for yourself and believe!” 
 

 Make this Holy Week the special time it is meant to be.  
Let us pray and support one another as we walk in the 
footsteps of the Lord! 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 

Holy Thursday, April 1 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7:00pm 

Devotion at the Altar of Repose until 10:00pm 
 

Good Friday, April 2 
12:00 to 3:00pm 

(Day of Fast and Abstinence) 
Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

Reading of the Passion 
Adoration of the Cross 

Holy Communion 
 

Holy Saturday, April 3 
(No Confessions) 

Blessing of Food, 12:00pm 
Easter Vigil, 8:00pm 

(By attending the Vigil, you fulfill your Easter obligation) 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4 
Mass 8:30am and 11:30am 

Readings Sunday, March 28 
 

Palm Sunday 
of the Passion of the Lord 

 
Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16; Is 50:4-7;  

Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24; Phil 2:6-11;  
Mk 14:1—15:47 or 15:1-39 

 

Scrutiny 
Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6,  

7-8; Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45 
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               Right to Life Baby Shower 
 

   St. Thomas More will again be hosting our  
   annual Right to Life Baby Shower on the  
   weekend of April 17-18. Flyers and gift item 
suggestions will be posted in the Gathering Area. 
 

Please support our needy Moms and Babies with your 
generous donations. For questions/details, call Anne Byrne 
at 248-318-4458 or email: a.roses@comcast.net. 
 

Thank you! 
Anne Byrne, STM Lifespan Rep. 

In our Parish 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  March 27 
   Christopher Debolski 
   Deacon Anthony Morici 
   James D. Pawlowski 
 

Sunday  March 28 
  8:30a  Virginia Gabriel 
   Jodi Miettinen—3rd Anniversary 
 

11:30a  Jim Brennan 
   Gwynn Kania 
   Jonathan Medved—Special Intention 
 

Wednesday March 31 
  9:00a  Richard LaPalm—Special Intention 
   Sharon LaPalm—Special Intention 
   Ramirez Family—Special Intention 
   Helen Staskowski—25th Anniversary 
 

 

Saturday  April 3 
   Holy Saturday, No Intentions 
 

Sunday  April 4 
  8:30a  Patros and Mary Ann Hannish 
   Charlene Hannish 
   Tobia and Martha Kassa 
   Pietro Volante 
 

11:30a  Robert Jermstad 
   James LeBay 
   John M. Peteuil 

 
 
 
 

 

Kristen Shetler and Benjamin Olson—2nd 
 
 

Please keep this couple in your prayers as they prepare to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage. 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Jerome Schroeder—father of Cindy Cprek 
†  Chester Smalarz 

 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

Rosanne Bishop 
Maurine Brennan 

Bill Budowick 
Tom Cavanaugh 
Martha Demerly 

Shellysee Girouard 
Nancy Heffernan 
Brian Hennessy 
Scott Holland 
Traci Johnson 

Tom Lingeman 
Bill McPhail 

Jonathan Medved 
Kathy Mills 

Jane O’Connor 
Simona Paul 
Bob Ramirez 

Nicholas Rinehart 
Joe Sokolowski 
Helen Walczak 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
Spc. Evan K. Fowler 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 

M1st Class Megan Jamison 
ENS Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Spc. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

SVDP FIRST OF THE MONTH COLLECTION 
April 3 & 4 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Thank you for your generosity and support! 
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Worship 

Blessing with Holy Water at Home 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I hope and pray that many of you will participate in the 
Holy Week Liturgies this year especially after missing the 
liturgies last year. The culmination of the Holy Week is 
celebrated on Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday where we are 
immersed in Christ’s passage from His suffering on the 
cross, death to His glorious resurrection. We rejoice at 
Christ’s bodily resurrection from the darkness of the tomb:  
we pray for our passage from death into eternal life, from 
sin into grace, from the weariness and infirmity of old age 
to the freshness and vigor of youth, from the anguish of the 
Cross to peace and unity with God. 
 

The Easter Vigil includes a blessing of water. Holy Water, 
that is, water that has been ceremonially blessed is a 
sacramental.  We are blessed or we bless ourselves with 
Holy Water for three reasons: as a sign of repentance of sin, 
for protection from evil, and as a reminder of our Baptism. 
 

1. The repentance of sin symbolized in the washing with 
water is reflected in Psalm 50: “Have mercy on me, O God, 
in Your goodness; in the greatness of Your compassion wipe 
out my offense. Thoroughly wash me from my guilt and of 
my sin cleanse me. Cleanse me of sin with hyssop that I 
may be purified; wash me, and I shall be whiter than 
snow” (3-4, 9). (Hyssop is a small bush used for sprinkling 
water). Remember too how St. John the Baptizer called all 
to conversion used a ritual washing of water to signify the 
repentance of sin and purification. These actions have been 
incorporated into our own Mass. In the Penitential Rite, 
one of the options is the Asperges, which includes the Rite 
of Blessing and Sprinkling with Holy Water. As the priest 
passes through the congregation sprinkling them with the 
Holy Water, they customarily chant the Asperges Me, which 
is based on Psalm 50. In all, each person again makes an act 
of repentance of sin. 
 

2. The Holy Water protects us against evil. In the prayer of 
blessing of water in the Sacramentary, we read: “Lord, God 
Almighty, creator of all life, of body and soul, we ask You to 
bless this water: as we use it in faith forgive our sins and 
save us from all illness and the power of evil. Lord, in Your 
mercy give us living water, always springing up as a 
fountain of salvation; free us, body and soul, from every 
danger, and admit us to Your presence in purity of heart.” 

3. Finally, Holy Water reminds us of our Baptism, when by 
the invocation of the Holy Trinity and the pouring of Holy 
Water, we were set free from Original Sin and all sin, 
infused with sanctifying grace, incorporated into the 
Church, and given the title Son or Daughter of God. 
In making the sign of the cross with the Holy Water, we are 
mindful that we are called to renew those baptismal 
promises of rejecting Satan, all his works, and all his empty 
promises, and to profess our credal faith. Once again, we 
repent of sin, so that we can offer our prayers and worship 
to God with pure and contrite hearts. Just as water and 
blood flowed from the Sacred Heart of our Lord as He hung 
upon the cross– signifying the great sacraments of Baptism 
and Holy Eucharist, the taking of Holy Water and making 
the sign of the cross remind us of our Baptism in 
preparation for the reception of the Holy Eucharist. Never 
should we doubt the power of this great sacramental. St. 
Teresa of Avila in her autobiography, The Book of Her Life, 
wrote of the power of Holy Water: “I was once in an 
oratory, and [the devil] appeared to me in an abominable 
form at my left side. Because he spoke to me, I looked 
particularly at his mouth– which was most frightening. I 
was struck with great fear and blessed myself as best I 
could; and he disappeared. I often experience that there is 
nothing the devils flee from more– without returning– than 
holy water” (Chapter 31). Upon the testimony of such a 
great saint, we see the importance not only of pausing to 
bless ourselves with Holy Water as we enter and leave 
Church but also of having Holy Water available in our 
homes. 
 

Even though we cannot still have at this time Holy Water in 
church (Covid-19 restrictions), all of us can use it at home. 
We will offer bottles with Holy Water (blessed on Easter 
Vigil) with handouts of prayers for your family to use at 
home next weekend after Vigil and Easter Masses. 
 

Deacon Michael 

MINISTERS FOR EASTER MASSES 
 

Easter Vigil, Saturday, April 3 - 8:00 PM 
Msgr. Tom Rice 

Deacon Don Baross, Deacon Michael Stach 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4—8:30 AM 
Msgr. Tom Rice 

Deacon Don Baross 
 

11:30 AM 
Fr. Bob Spezia 

Deacon Michael Stach 
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Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

“Come Back to Me” 
by John Hannigan 

 

A year ago we entered Holy Week without in-person 
liturgies. No Palm Sunday “Hosannas.” No Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper to celebrate Jesus establishing the Sacrament 
of the Eucharist. No Good Friday lamentation of Christ’s 
Passion. No glorious Easter Vigil or Sunday “Alleluias.” We 
had only “spiritual communion” for quite a while. Now, 
thank God - “Thank You, God!” - we come back to worship 
together at this most holy season. I recall the lyrics of a 
hymn by Gregory Norbert based on words our Lord speaks 
to us through His prophets Joel and Hosea: 
 

Come back to me with all your heart. 
Don’t let fear keep us apart. 
Long have I waited for your coming home to me, and 
living deeply our new lives. 

 
Separation from worship as a community was made 

more painful by being kept apart from family and friends by 
COVID, staying apart out of loving concern for each other. 
We endured a long desert wilderness that challenged us. 
Many people lost loved ones to the virus, and challenges 
remain ahead of us. This week, more than any other, we 
are invited to unite our sufferings with Christ on the Cross.  
 

It is a blessing we get to celebrate Holy Week and 
Easter together again. We will rejoin people coming home 
to rejoice in in-person worship. Let’s welcome every one 
we meet. Tell them how much we missed them. Let’s 
extend loving invitations to friends and neighbors who may 
have been away from the Church to come back to Mass this 
Easter. Maybe they’ll say “no.” But maybe this year all they 
need is a little warm welcome from us. 
 

We are also coming back to Jesus, “coming home to … 
new lives” in Christ. Come, meet Him in every person 
gathered in His Name this coming week. Come back and 
encounter Him again in the Scriptures. Come home and 
receive Him again in full Communion with His Real 
Presence in the Eucharist. Jesus deeply longs to have us be 
together with Him:  

 

Come back to me with all your heart. 
Don’t let fear keep us apart. 
Long have I waited for your coming home to me, and 
living deeply our new lives. 
 
 

Comments/Questions? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

In my youth while still living at home, my Mom would 
always get palms from her Catholic friend and she would 
place them on the picture of the last supper that hung in 
our dining room. As a kid I didn't realize why she did this, it 
was just something she would do. After she passed I 
inherited that last supper picture and it hangs in my dining 
room and the palms from Palm Sunday get placed on the 
picture just as my mom did. 
 

The palms that we receive from Palm Sunday is a reminder 
of the palms that were spread on the road as Jesus took 
His triumphant ride into Jerusalem where He would claim 
victory over sin and death. The palms are blessed by a 
priest so they are therefore Holy. With that status, you 
don't just throw them away, they are held to the next year 
and are burned to make the ashes used on Ash 
Wednesday. These blessed palms are a reminder of the 
victory Jesus claimed for our sake. 
 

During the Middle Ages the ceremony for the blessing of 
the palms was elaborate: the procession began in one 
church, went to a church in which the palms were blessed, 
and returned to the church in which the procession had 
originated for the singing of the liturgy. The principal 
feature of the liturgy that followed the procession was the 
chanting by three deacons of the account of the Passion of 
Christ (Matthew 26:36–27:54). Musical settings for the 
crowd parts were sometimes sung by the choir. After 
reforms of the Roman Catholic liturgies in 1955 and 1969, 
the ceremonies were somewhat simplified in order to 
emphasize the suffering and death of Christ. 
(https://www.britannica.com/topic/Palm-Sunday). 
 

As we take the blessed palms home and hang them in their 
special place, I pray you are reminded of that triumphant 
ride of Jesus and the memories like the one I have of my 
Mom and the place she hung her palms. 
 

Have a blessed start of Holy Week. 
 

God bless, Deacon Don 

Parish Office Open 
Good Friday, April 2 

9:30 am—Noon 
 

Closed Easter Monday, April 5 
 

Office reopens on Tuesday, 
  April 6 at 9:30 am 



 
PASTORAL STAFF 

Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 
248-647-2222 x. 1111 

 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 

dcndonb@stmoffice.com 
 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555 
dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 

 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

Brian Foos, Director 
248 -647-2222 x. 4444 

bjfoos@gmail.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE  
Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 

248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

 
FAITH FORMATION 

Josylin Mateus, Director 
248-647-4680 x.5533 

josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Ella Prendi, Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544 

ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 

stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 
 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar 

Pete Whiting 
248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:30 am to 4:00 pm 
Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 

 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

