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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

TWO MOTHERS 
 

 The month of May has traditionally been set aside as 
especially dedicated to Mary, the Mother of Jesus.  Mary 
has always had an honored place in the life of the Church 
because of her particular role in Salvation History as the 
Mother of the long awaited Messiah.  But she is also, for 
each of us, our “heavenly Mother.” 
 

 I remember well when I was growing up going through 
all the trials of adolescence and early adulthood.  I would 
often take many of my difficulties to my mother, asking for 
her advice, help, or “willing ear.”  Sometimes my mother 
offered an answer to what disturbed me, but sometimes 
she would just say she didn’t have the answer but not to 
worry because I always had “another mother” in heaven 
who would hear me out.  “Put it in her hands,” my mother 
would say, “and rest with confidence that she will help.” 
 

 That was very good advice indeed and I am happy to 
say I still follow it today!  I sincerely hope our Catholic 
parents are instilling in their own children (and in 
themselves) that kind of trust and confidence, that kind of 
“closeness” to Mary who loves all of us with a true 
mother’s heart.  So use this month to not only honor Mary, 
but to “share her” with someone else as well. 
 

MOTHER’S DAY 
 

 Whatever words we might use to honor our Mothers, 
especially on this Mother’s Day, whatever phrases best 
describe Mothers, all can be best illustrated by the word 
“love.”  There is no better way to honor our mothers than 
to thank them for their faithful, unconditional love. 
 

 On this special day, it is with grateful hearts that we 
honor, thank, and bless our mothers whether they are still 
with us or are with God.  May Gold bless them today and 
always! 
 

 Enjoy Spring and let’s pray for one another. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 

Welcome the Spirit of Pentecost! 
Pray the Novena to the Holy Spirit 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, May 13th is the traditional Solemnity of the 
Ascension of the Lord, celebrating when Jesus announced 
He was sending the Holy Spirit, “the promise of my Father 
… power from on high,” to His Church (Luke 24:49; Acts 
1:4). Many disciples joined Mary and the Apostles in the 
upper room and “devoted themselves with one accord to 
prayer” for nine days when on Pentecost, they were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began an unleashing of the Gospel 
that continues today (Acts 1:12-14; 2:2-4; 38).  

From ancient times, the Church prayed a nine-day 
Novena to the Holy Spirit, leading up to Pentecost, for gifts 
that inspire, empower and continually renew: Wisdom, 
Understanding, Council, Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety and 
Fear of the Lord. You are encouraged to pray the Novena 
each day, on your own or with others, from Friday, May 
14th through Saturday, May 22nd, the Vigil of Pentecost. 
Novena prayers are in the Bulletin, on the information 
counter, and posted on the STM website under the “Prayer 
Warriors” tab.  

 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 
and enkindle in them the fire of your love. 

First Communion—May 2, 2021 

Maxwell Pollak, Lily Belanger, Jacob Darovitz, Mary Rose 
Macknis, Zuliette Marsh, Msgr. Rice, Andrew Borschke, 

Maggie Bastien, Miyah Lin, Hannah Jackson, Parker Schick 

Pray for Our Confirmandi 

who will be Confirmed on 
Tuesday, May 18 at 6:00pm 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. 
And kindle in them the fire of your love. 

Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 
And you will renew the face of the earth.  
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Readings for the Week of May 9, 2021 
 

Sunday Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 10:25-26; 34-35, 44-48; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 
 3-4; 1 Jn 4:7-10; Jn 15:9-17 
Monday Saint Damien de Veuster, Priest 
 Acts 16:11-15; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 
 9b; Jn 15:26—16:4a 
Tuesday Acts 16:22-34; Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8; 
 Jn 16:5-11 
Wednesday Saints Nereus and Achilleus, Martyrs; 
 Saint Pancras, Martyr 
 Acts 17:15, 22—18:1; Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13,  
 14; Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday Our Lady of Fatima 
 Acts 18:1-8; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4;  
 Jn 16:16-20 
Friday Feast of Saint Matthias, Apostle 
 Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6,  
 7-8; Jn  15:9-17 
Saturday Saint Isidore 
 Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10;  
 Jn 16:23b-28 
Sunday Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord 
 Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9; Eph 1:17-23 
 or Eph 4:1-13 or 4:1-7, 11-13; Mk 16:15-20 

Prayers in our Parish 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  May 8 
  4:30p  Peggy DeVos 
   Sharon Rice—Special Intention 
   Terry Statz—Special Intention 
 

Sunday  May 9 
  8:30a  Irene Bennick 
   Marion Debolski 
   Doris Zink 
 

11:30a  Diane Chick 
   Veronica Chick 
   Eileen Clements 
   Edna Crookston 
   John M. Peteuil 
   Shirley Watson 
   Martha Wrobel 
 

Wednesday May 12 
  9:00a  Bill McPhail 
   H. Eugese Weiss—Birthday Remembrance 
 

Saturday  May 15 
  4:30p  Madalene Faycurry 
   Dora Gaudino 
   John Kuzmicki—15th Anniversary 
   Stephen Piejak—15th Anniversary 
 

Sunday  May 16 
  8:30a  Carol Black 
   Peggy DeVos 
   Frank Winay—6th Anniversary 
 

11:30a  Blessings for Vanderest Family 
   Betty Wieber—13th Anniversary 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Peggy DeVos—daughter of Carol Dunleavy 
†  Jane O’Connor—daughter of Louise McDonald, 

         sister of Eileen Roff 
†  Fr. Jerome Walsh 

 

Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

Rosanne Bishop 
Maurine Brennan 

Bill Budowick 
Tom Cavanaugh 
Martha Demerly 
Matthew DeVos 

Shane DeVos 
Darlene Haz 

Nancy Heffernan 

Brian Hennessy 
Traci Johnson 

Jonathan Medved 
Kathy Mills 

Nicholas Rinehart 
Joe Sokolowski 
Helen Walczak 
Angela Yandura 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
Spc. Evan K. Fowler 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 

M1st Class Megan Jamison 
ENS Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Spc. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 
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"Sharing Christ in and through the Church" 

 

Congratulations to the new member of God’s 
family, who was welcomed into the  

Catholic Church through the waters of 
Baptism on May 2, 2021 

 
 

 

†  Hanna Gianna Cymerman 
Daughter of Joseph and Catherine (Strother) Cymerman 

 

May God bless and keep this little one safe in 
His tender love and mercy. 

In our Parish 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD—MAY 15 & 16, 2021 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Larry Jeziorski, Acolyte 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

Fr. Peter Ryan 
Michael Stach 

READER John Hannigan Bridget Kavanaugh Chuck Moss 

SERVERS Alessandra Lee Anna & Keara Schultz Noah Tanguay 

USHERS Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 

Zack Azzam 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cathy Mitchell David Michalak Marvin Olane 

 
 
 
 
 

Jail Outreach Ministry 
 

In May, JOM is coordinating cleaning supplies to distribute 
to their clients in need. These supplies will be given to 
former jail inmates living in temporary apartments or 
rooms. These are people who are trying to get re-
established in society. Many are starting with nothing after 
being released from jail. 
 

Our “ask” for the month of May is plastic pails, heavy duty 
scrub sponges, Ty D Bowl toilet bowl cleaner, and Awesome 
laundry detergent. These are all items that can be 
purchased at the Dollar Tree store. 
 

A bin will be in the Gathering Area for donations. As always, 
thank you all, for your ongoing support of this ministry! 

      St. Catherine of Siena Academy 
 

ATTENTION CURRENT 7TH GRADE AND 
UNDECIDED 8TH GRADE STUDENTS 

 
 

Join us for our OPEN HOUSE on Thursday, May 20 
4:00—6:00 PM!  

 

St. Catherine of Siena Academy is an all-girls Catholic high 
school located in Wixom, MI. Our mission is to educate 
young women to know their feminine genius – their 
dignity, identity, and gifts as women created in the image 
of God! Rooted in their identity as daughters of God and 
formed by our rigorous academic program, our graduates 
are empowered with the courage to live boldly and bring 
their unique gifts to the world. Learn more about the 
athletic, extracurricular, academic, and faith opportunities 
that await your daughter in the SCA sisterhood by visiting 
https://saintcatherineacademy.org/calendar/open-house/ 
and registering to attend our upcoming Open House! 
Prepare to enroll for four years that will prepare your 
daughter to set the world ablaze!  

 
 

SUMMER CAMPS AND MORE AT MARIAN 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking for some fun this spring and summer? Visit https://
www.marian-hs.org/student-life/summer-opportunities for 
summer opportunities at Marian for students entering 
grades 1-12. Check back often; we will add additional 
activities as they become available! 

For your Information 

https://saintcatherineacademy.org/calendar/open-house/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.marian-hs.org%2fstudent-life%2fsummer-opportunities&c=E,1,r4Kb6SBZFGmG2olcwvAS-a5DIylCnKAuhIgjfFWKLv0nACGjiWClMmlIGZkBqJs_n3lBTW-EdlYFfu1x2yrzu3RkRw3Y0AhITFxVD-ai2A1zN6cttdUEIE1fwiVsVA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.marian-hs.org%2fstudent-life%2fsummer-opportunities&c=E,1,r4Kb6SBZFGmG2olcwvAS-a5DIylCnKAuhIgjfFWKLv0nACGjiWClMmlIGZkBqJs_n3lBTW-EdlYFfu1x2yrzu3RkRw3Y0AhITFxVD-ai2A1zN6cttdUEIE1fwiVsVA,,&typo=1
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Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

Signs and Wonders in Acts … and Today 
by John Hannigan 

 

I was thinking of “signs and wonders” accomplished by the 
disciples in the Acts of the Apostles when I read this verse 
by Irish poet Pádraig Ó Tuama: 

The people learned to cope 
so they spoke little of the things that 
they had hoped for. 

 

Faced with illness we may cope, get by, and just pray things 
don’t get worse. But do we give voice to what we truly 
hope for? Dare we pray for miraculous healing? Like the 
centurion maybe we feel unworthy to ask (Matt 8:8), or not 
“holy enough,” or fear our faith is weak. Since Acts is our 
guide to discipleship, we should hope and ask for healing, 
and more. 

The first disciples worked many great wonders and 
signs among the people (e.g., Acts 2:43; 5:12; 14:3). 
Unleash the Gospel reminds us that just as the Church grew 
in the ancient world with signs and wonders (Marker 1.1), 
we should expect our sharing “of the good news to be 
accompanied by signs and wonders that visibly 
demonstrate God’s love... signs, small and great, are a 
normal part of the Christian life” that point to the risen 
Lord (Marker 1.3).  

One of the most powerful things the Gospels can 
unleash in us is hope, that well-reasoned expectation of 
marvelous things to come when we pray. Mary Healy of 
Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit has written how 
wondrous healings all around us today move hearts to 
Jesus… and not just prayers of ‘saintly’ people like Solanus 
Casey. Indeed, Jesus said, “whoever believes in me will do 
the works that I do, and will do greater ones than 
these” (John 14:12). 

Healing is a gift, a charism, stronger in some but 
available to all who repent, have forgiven others, and 
fearlessly profess Jesus is Lord. It is not magic. The apostles 
rebuked “magicians” who coveted the power of the Spirit 
(Acts 8:18-19). Healing requires faith, but with “faith the 
size of a mustard seed… nothing will be impossible” (Matt 
17:20). There is no guarantee what we pray for will come 
about according to our desires. We pray “Thy will be done” 
not knowing how healing may be realized. With fervent 
trust in Jesus, let us move beyond mere coping and 
fearlessly voice our fondest hopes, knowing “that all things 
work for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose” (Rom 8:28). 

 

Comments/Questions? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

Stewardship Thoughts 
 

In today’s Scripture readings, God’s tremendous love is 
shown through His outpouring of the gift of the Holy Spirit 
upon the Gentiles. His love is also evidenced in the 
wonderful gift of His Son, Jesus, who directs us to love one 
another as I love you. The Lord professes there is no greater 
love than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. Jesus 
does this by His sacrifice on the Cross. In gratitude for 
Christ’s sacrifice and abundant blessings, how are we, as 
faithful stewards, returning this love to Him and our 
neighbor in need? Please be generous to a parish food 
pantry or local food organizations. Remember, many 
children go to bed hungry every night.  

Stewardship Reflections 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

Our readings today call us to love as Christ loves.  
In our Gospel, Jesus says, “Love one another as I have loved 
you.” The ways Jesus has loved us and continues to love us 
are endless.  
 

We are called to imitate this 
love. And He tells us the 
greatest way to do this when 
He said, “No one has greater 
love than this, to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends.” 
 

It is difficult to live that out in 
our humanity. Yet, it is made 
much easier when we faithfully love Christ. The fact of the 
matter is, as our love for Christ increases, so too does our 
capacity to love others.   
 

There are countless moments when we can do just that — 
for instance, waking up Saturday morning to attend daily 
Mass instead of sleeping in, or talking to God in the car on 
the way to work instead of listening to music. These are 
simple ways to express our love for the Lord by laying down 
our lives for Him.  
 

The more we find ways to love the Lord, the more we will 
find it easier to put aside our selfishness and serve others. 
 

Christ’s command to love others may seem daunting. Yet, 
Christ would never ask something of us that we cannot live 
out. All we need to do is take baby steps. Ask yourself, 
"How can I better love Jesus right now?" for it is in loving 
Christ that we will better love others, and it is in loving 
others that we love Christ Himself. 



 
PASTORAL STAFF 

Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 
248-647-2222 x. 1111 

 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 

dcndonb@stmoffice.com 
 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555 
dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 

 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

Brian Foos, Director 
248 -647-2222 x. 4444 

bjfoos@gmail.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE  
Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 

248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

 
FAITH FORMATION 

Josylin Mateus, Director 
248-647-4680 x.5533 

josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Ella Prendi, Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544 

ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 

stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 
 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar 

Pete Whiting 
248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:30 am to 4:00 pm 
Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 

 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

