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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

The Simple Joys of Summer 
 

 Sun-filled days and warm, blossom-scented nights. 
Long, lazy weekends. Vacation. Loose-fitting clothes and tall 
icy drinks. Lawns to mow, gardens to hoe—and mosquitoes 
to fight. Ahh—the good ole summertime when all of life 
seems to wind down to a virtual August stand-still. 
 We all need a change of pace and summer is a good 
time for relaxing, refreshing, regrouping intellectually and 
spiritually as well as physically. Summer is for thinking, but 
not too hard; for dreaming, with no limits; for talking and 
planning. In spite of its slowed pace and leaning toward 
lethargy, it is not a time to aestivate (a non-liturgical word 
meaning to spend the summer in a state of torpor!) 
 But instead of dropping out completely, why not make 
use of these slow summer days to do some reading and 
thinking and planning. Check out or purchase a book from 
the library or bookstore, or go to the internet. Spend some 
time with the summer Sunday Scriptures. Chapters 10, 11, 
13, and 14 of Matthew’s Gospel, plus Paul’s letter to the 
Romans will take you through most of July and August. 
 Summer brings with it, too, some special saintly days. 
Sandwiched between the two feasts of St. John the Baptist 
(Birth, June 24; Death, August 29) are many festivals of 
saints, some of whom are parish patrons; Peter and Paul 
(June 29); in July—Thomas (3); Benedict (11); James (25); 
Joachim ad Anne (26); Ignatius (31); August’s principal feast, 
the Solemnity of Mary’s Assumption, is surrounded by 
Transfiguration (6); Dominic (8); Lawrence (10); Clara (11); 
Bernard (20); Pius X (21); Bartholomew (24); Monica (27); 
and Augustine (28). As if there were not enough, there is 
always Independence Day as a chance to celebrate a joyful 
liturgy full of gratitude and hope for all that is the good old 
US of A! 
 Have a good summer. Rest, relax, read, do your share 
of dreaming. But don’t shut down entirely. Nowhere is it 
written that summer is a time for everything to come to a 
screeching halt. 
 Happy Father’s Day to all the Dads in our parish and 
God bless you always. 
       Msgr. Tom Rice 

Twelfth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

As I sit at my campsite and look at the Mackinaw Bridge 
spanning 5 miles across, it is definitely an 
awesome site. The water is so inviting 
that my wife and I wanted to wade in the 
water but it was too cold at only 59 
degrees so we decided to ride the ferry 
across to Mackinaw Island. On the way 
back the waves were pretty big and my 
thought was where are the life 
preservers and how would I stay warm 
enough to survive the 59 degree water if the ship should 
somehow capsize? Hypothermia would set in and the 
survival time is only a short few hours. 
 In today's gospel we hear Jesus and His disciples are 
crossing the sea and a violent storm has come up and their 
boat is taking on water. They are probably a ways from 
shore and the water is more than likely cold. I can relate to 
the disciples knowing that their survival rate would be slim. 
But Jesus calms the storm and they are saved. 
 We have all heard that we are all in the same boat, 
and I am not sure that is true. Like the disciples we are in 
the same storm. Some of us are in a yacht. That yacht is a 
deep unwavering faith. When the rough waves of life come 
we push thru and go on with life. Some of us are in a small 
boat. The small boats are the ones that have little faith and 
are easily drawn into worldly vices. And some have no boat. 
They are the ones that have not heard who Jesus is and 
when any kind of wave comes they feel like they are 
drowning. 
 Jesus asks His disciples,  "Why are you terrified? Do 
you not have faith?" When the storms of life come, we 
need to ask ourselves these same questions. If we have 
Jesus in our hearts we will be like those in yachts that push 
thru the rough waters of life. We also have to be like Jesus 
for those without boats and help them when they are 
drowning. This is what Jesus does when He calms the 
storms of life. 
 I pray that when the rough waters come, Jesus will 
calm the storm of your life.                       Deacon Don 

 MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!! 
 

   SUNDAY, JUNE 27 
 

MSGR. RICE’S BIRTHDAY 
 

Msgr. Rice’s Birthday is on Sunday, June 27th.  While we 
are unable to have a birthday reception for him this year, 
please greet him after Mass to wish him a Happy Birthday 

and God’s blessings for many more! 
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        Shirley May Suminski 
 

          Died on June 9, 2021 
         Buried from St. Thomas More 
            On June 16, 2021 
 

Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord and let 
perpetual light shine upon her.  Amen 

Prayers in our Parish 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  June 19 
  4:30p  John Iras—1st Anniversary 
   H. Eugene Weiss 
 

Sunday  June 20 
  8:30a  James Debolski 
   Jerome Strong 
   Arnaldo Vennettilli 
   Bernardo Volante 
   Ellis Zink 
 

11:30a  Joseph Chick 
   Ralf Crookston 
   Ron Lepri 
   John M. Peteuil 
   Jerome Schroeder 
 

Wednesday June 23 
  9:00a  John Iras—1st Anniversary 
 

Saturday  June 26 
  4:30p  James D. Pawlowski 
   James S. Pawlowski 
 

Sunday  June 27 
  8:30a  John Meakin 
 

11:30a  Peggy DeVos 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Genevieve Kramarz—mother of Molly Meyers 
†  Kevin Sikorski—nephew of Ron Wrobel 

†  Shirley Suminski—mother of Diane Hadden 
 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with the.” 

Rosanne Bishop 
Maurine Brennan 

Bill Budowick 
Tom Cavanaugh 
Martha Demerly 

Diane Farrar 
Nancy Heffernan 

Nathan Herb 

Tom Lingeman 
Jonathan Medved 

Kathy Mills 
Harold Promo 

Nicholas Rinehart 
Joe Sokolowski 
Helen Walczak 

 

         SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE  

          Ceremony on June 19, 2021 
 

  Rachel Coleman and Daniel Brennan 
 

              May God grant them a lifetime of love, 
             health and happiness. 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

ENS Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Spc. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY  

A Father’s Love 
 

Love is patient, love is kind. 

It is not jealous, is not pompous, 

it is not inflated, it is not rude, it 

does not seek its own interests, it is not quick-

tempered, it does not brood over injury, it does not 

rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth.  It 

bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 

endures all things.   1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
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WELCOME HOME 
STAFF SGT. EVAN FOWLER 

UNITED STATES ARMY 
 

God Bless You and Thank You for Your Service! 
 

(Son of Carol Fowler) 

In our Parish 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—JUNE 26 & 27, 2021 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Larry Jeziorski, Acolyte 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Michael Stach 

READER Barbara Lepri John Hannigan Chuck Moss 

SERVERS James Wood Isela Mulcahy Claire DePorre 

USHERS Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 

Zack Azzam 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cathy Mitchell David Michalak Marvin Olane 

St. Thomas More Catholic Church Lifesaving Team 
Thank you all for your lifesaving work! 

 

Blood Drive June 9, 2021 
 

Actual Collection: 42! 
117% of GOAL!! WOW! 
3 Power Red DONORS! 

5 FIRST TIME DONORS! Great! 
 

43 Donors Registered (went with a staff for health history) 
4 Deferrals (donors turned away for medical reasons) 

 

The blood that you collected will help 126 Hospital 
patients! (this is the IMPORTANT PART) 126 LIVES SAVED 
(since every blood donor can save 3 lives)! You really made 
a huge difference in the lives of those in need—thank you 
for being a HERO to the community! Those units were so 
desperately needed! Thank you for preventing dangerous 
blood shortages ALL YEAR ROUND! Thank you for all of your 
hard work on this life saving event!!! Great job!!! Thank you 
for your kindness and generosity!! 
 

Gratefully,  
Bridget McCormick 
Donor Recruitment Representative 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And a very special thank you to Anne Byrne, Irene Reich, 
Ellen Schotthoefer, Gail Valentine, and Martha Whiting for 

their hours of important work during the blood drive!! 
 

Chris Reynaert, STM Blood-Drive Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. THOMAS MORE VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL is BACK! 

 

August 2-6, 9:00am.to Noon 

For children entering Kindergarten to 5th grade 

Cost is $45.00/child  

Register Early   Space is limited 
 

Registration Forms in the Gathering Area  

or Register Online at 

https://stthomasmoretroy.weshareonline.org/
VacationBibleSchool2021  

 

 

ADULT AND TEEN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

For more information email stmbiblecamp@gmail.com 

or call the Faith Formation Office at  

248-647-4680, ext 1 

https://stthomasmoretroy.weshareonline.org/VacationBibleSchool2021
https://stthomasmoretroy.weshareonline.org/VacationBibleSchool2021
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Stewardship Thoughts 
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

The theme of stormy seas links today’s readings from the 
Book of Job, Psalm 107, and St. Mark’s Gospel. God 
addresses Job through a storm. The 
psalmist proclaims God’s command 
over the stormy seas. The evangelist, 
St. Mark, retells the story of Jesus 
scolding His disciples for their lack of 
faith after He quiets the sea. In turn, 
they are in great awe of Jesus’ 
power over the wind and the water. 
St. Paul in his Second Letter to the 
Corinthians preaches that in Christ, 
we are a new creation, that the old things have passed 
away. As Christian stewards, we find comfort in the 
assurance that the Lord is always there to calm the storm 
during challenging times and to bring peace to our lives. 

Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

Virtuous Communication 
by John Hannigan 

 

The Beauty of Truth is a short Pastoral Note that 
Archbishop Vigneron released on June 11th, another in his 
series of teachings elaborating his letter, Unleash the 
Gospel. The Note is posted on the STM website under the 
UNLEASH THE GOSPEL tab. I highly recommend it as the 
first of our summer readings.  

The Archbishop notes “the world today is flooded with 
words, yet we thirst for truth.” He reminds us words 
matter, that we are called “to speak the truth in love (Eph 
4:15), that “ill-used words harm the cause of truth and the 
good of the human soul.” The Word that matters most, 
from “the beginning” is God’s Word, Jesus Christ: “and the 
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John 
1:14). As disciples called to communicate Christ to others, 
we have a responsibility to do so with love. Vigneron warns 
that some people, even on self-proclaimed Catholic media 
outlets, can fall short. We need to be discerning in using 
digital media and alert to words “that threaten to steer us 
away from Christ and his Church.” 

Warning signs of problematic use of media and 
communication, by ourselves or others, include: 
• Propositions out of harmony with teachings of Christ 

and His Church 
• Unsubstantiated claims or allegations 
• Manipulation of facts to deceive or harm 
• Ad hominem attacks 
• The spirit of division 
To guide our search for Truth, we should, in St. Paul’s 
words: “Test everything; retain what is good. Refrain from 
every kind of evil” (1Thes 5:21-22). We can consult the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, examine evidence, attend 
to how facts are presented - in context, by language and 
with emotion. Remember that Satan divides people from 
each other and God whereas the whole world is called to 
unity in the Holy Spirit and communion in Christ who is the 
Truth.  

Vigneron teaches that by our baptisms, we are 
ambassadors of Christ. “Our conduct - both on and offline - 
often helps others form their views of the Catholic Faith.” 
Our mission requires us to confront “elements of our 
culture that threaten to draw people away from Christ and 
his Church … By remaining in Christ’s word in truth and 
love, we will not only abide in communion with him 
ourselves; we will also lead others to Jesus.”   

 

Comments/Questions? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

PETER’S PENCE 
 

The Peter’s Pence Collection begins June 12th and ends June 
25th. This collection is a worldwide collection that supports 
the work of the Universal Church, including the charitable 
works of Pope Francis. These works benefit our brothers 
and sisters on the margins of society, including victims of 
war, oppression and disasters. Take this opportunity to join 
with Pope Francis and be a sign of mercy to those suffering 
in the world. Envelopes are in the Gathering Area or you 
may give online at the parish website. 
 

Thank you for your generosity. 

  
   St. Vincent de Paul 
    Food Collection Donations 
 
 
 

Please watch when you are donating food to St. Vincent  
de Paul to check the expiration date on canned goods and 
packaged foods. When it is received at the donation center 
it is sorted, and out of date food is thrown out. NO one 
wants old food. Please check the date before you donate!! 
 

Thank you. 
 

Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 



 
PASTORAL STAFF 

Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 
248-647-2222 x. 1111 

 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 

dcndonb@stmoffice.com 
 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555 
dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 

 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

Brian Foos, Director 
248 -647-2222 x. 4444 

bjfoos@gmail.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE  
Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 

248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

 
FAITH FORMATION 

Josylin Mateus, Director 
248-647-4680 x.5533 

josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Ella Prendi, Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544 

ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 

stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 
 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar 

Pete Whiting 
248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:30 am to 4:00 pm 
Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 

 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

