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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

FAMILIES OF PARISHES BEGINS 
 

 July 1 was the official date for the new parish model 
called “Families of Parishes” to begin. This is an historic 
change in how the parishes in the Archdiocese of Detroit 
will function. Next week’s bulletin will contain an article 
explaining the grouping of parishes and what it all means. 
Stay tuned …. 

 

CSA UPDATE 
 

 The Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) for 2021 is 
underway! This year the Archdiocese of Detroit (AOD) is 
handling all administration of the appeal which includes 
mailing appeal letters to donors and receiving all pledges 
and payments directly from donors. In April, the AOD 
started sending appeal letters to all parishioners who have 
supported the CSA in the past. Thank you to all parishioners 
who have already responded with their pledges and/or 
donations! 
 

 The CSA provides much needed funding for important 
ministries across the Archdiocese (i.e. Catholic education, 
clergy and consecrated life, evangelization, marriage and 
family life, vocations, Sacred Heart Major Seminary, and 
many outreach programs) AND any amounts received over 
the St. Thomas More target are returned to our parish 
without any AOD assessment (tax). Therefore, donating to 
the CSA is one of the most effective ways to support St. 
Thomas More. This year the STM target is $126,279. Thus 
far we have received $79,555 in pledges and donations 
from 227 parishioners. 
 

 All pledges and donations should be mailed directly to 
the AOD address provided with the CSA material, and 
should not be delivered to St. Thomas More. 
 

To make an online pledge visit:  
http://stmtroy.aodcsa.org. 

 

For more details about the CSA visit: 
www.aod.org/catholic-services-appeal 

 

Thank you for supporting the CSA! 
 

Enjoy these summer days. Let’s pray for one another. 
 

        Msgr. Tom Rice 

Fifteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

As I sat at my campsite the other day, I noticed a dad 
showing his son how to light the campfire. He carefully had 
his son put some small sticks in the bottom of the fire pit 
for kindling. Then he instructed his son to put a few small 
pieces of wood in then some larger ones. Then he gave his 
son a self igniting propane torch and showed him how to 
use it. Within a few moments his son had the fire going. I 
thought what a gift the father had given his son, passing on 
how to light a campfire. 
 

 In our first reading the Lord took Amos from being a 
shepherd and asked him to be a prophet. He said to Amos, 
"Go prophesy to my people Israel." Now a prophet 
according to the New Oxford American Dictionary is a 
person regarded as an inspired teacher, or a proclaimer of 
the will of God. Amos must have had a good understanding 
of who God was and the Lord wanted Amos to tell the 
people of Israel because they wouldn't listen to God. The 
Lord sends a shepherd, a simple man, because the people 
didn't listen to the scholars. A man not well dressed who 
lived off the land and cared for his herd. 
 

 In our gospel today we see Jesus sending out his 
disciples and He tells them not to bring any food, no sack, 
no money, just a pair of sandals. He is telling the disciples 
to live off the land like Amos in our first reading. Jesus 
wants them to be able to talk to the people like 
themselves, with hopes they can meet them where they 
are at. 
 

 We know that a disciple is a follower of Jesus and He 
is asking us to be inspired teachers to pass on our faith to 
our children, our families, and the people in our work 
place. We need to share with people the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. It’s important for their salvation. We need to 
meet people where they are at and introduce them to the 
Savior of the world. It might start by simply teaching 
someone how to make a campfire and hopefully it will 
continue from there. 
 

I pray the fire of God's love always keeps you warm. 
 

God Bless, Deacon Don 
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Prayers in our Parish 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  July 10 
  4:30p  Julia Dopierala—Birthday Remembrance 
   Bill Widmer—8th Anniversary 
 

Sunday  July 11 
  8:30a  Julia Dopierala—21st Anniversary 
   Mike and Julie Ermiger 
   Martha Wrobel—Birthday Remembrance 
 

11:30a  Jim Brennan 
 

Wednesday July 14 
  9:00a  Ralf Crookston—Birthday Remembrance 
 

Saturday  July 17 
  4:30p  John James McNally—35th Anniversary 
 

Sunday  July 18 
  8:30a  For the People of St. Thomas More 
 

11:30a  Doris Baldoni—Special Intention 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Martha Adams—mother of Tom Adams 
†  Angeline Caito—wife of the late John 

†  Dcn. Andrew Fairbanks 
†  Fr. Alfred J. Miller 
†  Preston Singleton 

†  Antoinette Tassoni—mother of Domenic Tassoni 
 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.”  

Rosanne Bishop 
Maurine Brennan 

Bill Budowick 
Tom Cavanaugh 
Martha Demerly 

Diane Farrar 
Nancy Heffernan 
Tom Lingeman 

Jonathan Medved 
Kathy Mills 

Harold Promo 
Nicholas Rinehart 

Joe Sokolowski 
Helen VanLoon 
Helen Walczak 

 
 

        SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE  

          Ceremony on July 10, 2021 
 
 

   Lisa Branding and Russell Schaefer 
 

              May God grant them a lifetime of love, 
            health and happiness. 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

ENS Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

Sent on Mission: Prayer for Families of Parishes 
 

Father in Heaven, renew your wonders in our time, as 
though by a New Pentecost. 

 

Holy Spirit, increase your gifts in us to move boldly into 
Families of Parishes with confidence. Deepen our desire for 

every person to encounter Jesus anew, grow daily as his 
disciples and give witness to his love and mercy. This is our 

mission! And we embrace it anew. 
 

Grant that your Holy Church in Detroit, praying 
perseveringly and insistently with one mind, together with 

Mary, the mother of Jesus, and guided by St. Joseph,  
Ste. Anne and Bl. Solanus Casey, may increase the reign of 

the Divine Savior, the reign of truth and justice, the  
reign of love and peace. 

 

We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

 

    Angeline Anna Maria Caito 
 

          Died on June 28, 2021 
          Buried from St. Thomas More 
             On July 3, 2021 
 

Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord and let 
perpetual light shine upon her.  Amen 
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ST. THOMAS MORE 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

August 2-6, 9:00am-Noon 

 

For children entering Kindergarten to 5th grade 

Cost is $45.00/child  

Registration Forms in the Gathering Area  

or Register Online at 

https://stthomasmoretroy.weshareonline.org/
VacationBibleSchool2021  

 

ADULT AND TEEN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

For more information email stmbiblecamp@gmail.com 

or call 248-647-4680, ext 1 

Readings for the Week of July 11, 2021 
 

Sunday Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Am 7:12-15; Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14; 
 Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10; Mk 6:7-13 
Monday Ex 1:8-14, 22; Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8; 
 Mt 10:34—11:1 
Tuesday Saint Henry 
 Ex 2:1-15a; Ps 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33-34; 
 Mt 11:20-24 
Wednesday Memorial of Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, 
 Virgin  Ex 3:1-6, 9-12; Ps 103:1b-2, 3-4, 6-7;  
 Mt 11:25-27 
Thursday Memorial of Saint Bonaventure, Bishop 
 And Doctor of the Church 
 Ex 3:13-20; Ps 105:1 and 5, 8-9, 24-25, 26-
 27; Mt 11:28-30 
Friday Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
 Ex 11:10—12:14; Ps 116:12-13, 15 and 
 16bc, 17-18; Mt 12:1-8 
Saturday Ex 12:37-42; Ps 136:1 and 23-24, 10-12,  
 13-15; Mt 12:14-21 
Sunday Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Jer 23:1-6; Ps 23:1-3, 3-4, 5, 6; Eph 2:13-18; 
 Mk 6:30-34 

In our Parish 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—JULY 17 & 18, 2021 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

Fr. Robert Spezia 
Larry Jeziorski, Acolyte 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

READER Leslie Ward Dan Parente Joan Reddy 

SERVERS James Wood Isela Mulcahy Claire DePorre 

USHERS Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 

Zack Azzam 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cary Sheremet Larry Jeziorski Zack Azzam 

Faith Formation 
704 Languages of Bible Translations 

 

The Faith Formation Program uses the Bible as much as 
possible in teaching our children the faith. It is our main 
workbook where we learn about stories of Jesus’ life and 
the parables told by Jesus. It talks about how these stories 
have been translated into many different languages. It 
would be great if the children could see this for themselves. 

We are in need of Bibles written in different languages. So 
far, we have one in Tagalog, the Filipino National Language 
(there are over 100 dialects in the Philippines) and many in 
English. It does not matter what version (NAB, RSV, KJ, etc.) 
or condition it is in. If you have one to donate, please drop 
off at the Faith Formation or Main Office. Thank you in 
advance! 

https://stthomasmoretroy.weshareonline.org/VacationBibleSchool2021
https://stthomasmoretroy.weshareonline.org/VacationBibleSchool2021
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Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

Evangelical Charity 
by John Hannigan 

 

In addition to joy and hospitality, Guidepost 8 of Unleash 
the Gospel teaches that “generous service to the poor and 
the marginalized” is also key to Christian witness that 
effectively attracts others to encounter Jesus. Evangelical 
charitable service is different from regular philanthropy, 
which is a good in its own right. Catholics across the 
archdiocese, including our parish, engage various programs 
addressing health,  poverty, hunger, family services and 
more. Evangelical charity is not acting as a social service 
agency but out of “our primary calling to spread the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ” to diverse groups of people.   

There is a deep connection between charity and 
evangelization. In works of charity, the people served need 
to know we’re motivated by our faith and desire to share it. 
Archbishop Vigneron wrote, “We need to ensure that in 
ministering to the material needs of others we are also 
responding to their spiritual thirst for God. Every Catholic 
charitable work must also be an authentic expression of the 
Catholic faith.” 

Our parishioners have always supported charities. Even 
when COVID-19 restricted contact with people, the parish 
St. Vincent de Paul conference, the prison ministry, and 
support of ministries like Mary’s Mantle continued. Perhaps 
as the pandemic wanes, more of us will seek opportunities 
to help at a soup kitchen or food pantry. When we do, 
sharing our joy in the work with a smile, getting to know a 
person’s name, and offering a simple blessing, are an even 
greater part of sharing the Gospel than giving food or rent 
money.  

It can be a very powerful witness to offer to pray with 
and for people in need. For most, contributing to charitable 
works happens when we donate to the CSA or a mission, or 
return a gift for the Christmas Giving Tree. Many of us may 
rarely get to work directly with people in need of material 
charity. In every case, prayer for them is an exercise in 
evangelical charity. When we write a check or buy a needed 
item offer a prayer for the recipients. Ask Jesus to bless 
them with spiritual gifts as well. The Archbishop also wrote 
that in our charity, “We must be unabashed to speak the 
name of Jesus and to invite every person to the fullness of 
life in him.” In doing good works with joy, hospitality, 
generosity, and prayer in Jesus’ name, we will attract 
others to an encounter with Him. 

 

Comments/Questions? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

Stewardship Reflections 
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Our readings today remind us to live our lives in total 
surrender to God’s care. 
 

The Gospel recounts when Jesus 
instructs His twelve apostles to 
begin their missionary work two by 
two. He encouraged them to take 
very little — a walking stick and 
sandals. 
 

If you can recall a time you packed 
for a trip, or even left the house for 
a day’s travel, you might remember making a list or 
packing days in advance. We tend to pack so we know we 
will be comfortable. 
 

If we extend this concept of "comfort" into other areas of 
our lives, we will most likely find a few instances where we 
ensure life is comfortable. It could be buying extra food at 
the grocery store, making sure we have the most updated 
technology, or even feeling safe in our bank accounts. 
 

It is not bad to have extra food in the pantry or a new 
phone. And it isn’t bad to save money. These things can be 
good when used properly.  
 

But what if we are looking to these things for comfort, 
security or even happiness? 
 

Imagine if Jesus approached you and said, “Go out and do 
my work, but you can only bring a walking stick and shoes.” 
Would you be willing to surrender all the rest?  
 

A key component of living out our call as Christian stewards 
is total surrender. It is trusting in God during our best 
moments and our hardest. It is looking to Him for security, 
comfort and happiness.  
 

Reflect on the ways you might be looking for comfort in the 
things of this world. Tangibly find a way to become 
independent from that "thing" so that you can become 
more dependent on God. 



 
PASTORAL STAFF 

Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 
248-647-2222 x. 1111 

 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 

dcndonb@stmoffice.com 
 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555 
dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 

 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

Brian Foos, Director 
248 -647-2222 x. 4444 

bjfoos@gmail.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE  
Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 

248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

 
FAITH FORMATION 

Josylin Mateus, Director 
248-647-4680 x.5533 

josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Ella Prendi, Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544 

ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 

stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 
 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar 

Pete Whiting 
248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:30 am to 4:00 pm 
Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 

 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

