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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

SUMMER SEASON 
 

 Now that we are well into Summer, I want to take this 
opportunity to wish all the parishioners of St. Thomas More 
a safe and enjoyable summer. If you plan a vacation, please 
remember to bring me back a bulletin from the church you 
attend on Sunday. I enjoy seeing “what’s happening” in 
parishes around the country. I also ask you to keep faithful 
to three important principles this summer. 
 

 1. Stay faithful to your attendance at Sunday Mass. 
Remember the Lord’s Day is holy wherever Christians 
gather. When I was in grade school, the pastor would 
always remind the parish school children and all 
parishioners of this truth: “There is no vacation from God.” 
Parents teach an important lesson to their children when 
they seek out the “local” church and attend Mass as a 
family. 
 

 2.  Stay faithful to the use of your weekly envelope to 
St. Thomas More. We depend on you in the summer as 
much as we do any other time. When you are away on 
vacation your parish continues to provide all the services it 
normally does. Air conditioning, lights, salaries, building and 
ground maintenance, must be maintained. Give the parish 
you visit “something  extra” as any thoughtful “guest” 
would do, but make sure the weekly offering gets home to 
St. Thomas More. 
 

 3. Stay faithful to the parish ministries you have 
committed yourself to. Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, Altar 
Servers, etc. are all needed here at St. Thomas More during 
the summer months. If you are unable to fulfill a scheduled 
duty, please get a substitute—and also offer to be a 
substitute for someone you know will be away. This will 
help us greatly in keeping things “running smoothly.” 
 

 Have a wonderful week. Enjoy these summer days and 
please find a place for me in your prayers. 
 

        Msgr. Tom Rice 

Seventeenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

 For 22 years now I have been in a small faith sharing 
group. Every Saturday we would gather at 7:00am at a 
restaurant in Utica for breakfast and to share our faith. We 
always focused on one question, "What was the closest 
moment to Christ this week and why?" This question 
caused me to focus on where Jesus was most present in 
my life that week. In sharing our ups and downs we found 
God in the simplicity of watching the sun rise with our 
morning cup of coffee to the grandeur of meeting Christ 
face to face in Adoration. At the restaurant there were also 
some hot rod guys. They would come in their nice cars and 
have breakfast together. I am sure they were sharing 
stories about their cars but they would also share their 
lives as well. In the restaurant there were the "God guys" 
and the Hot Rod guys" both breaking bread in the physical 
sense but also in the spiritual sense. 
 

 In our first reading from 2 Kings there are one 
hundred men gathered together. Elisha tells his servant to 
feed them with the barley loaves they received. Elisha 
feeds them physically but like the hot rod guys in the 
restaurant they are sharing their lives as well. Perhaps this 
is part of what Elisha, the man of God was intending. 
 

 In our gospel we have the same scenario. Jesus does 
another miracle by feeding five thousand men with five 
barley loaves and two fish. The men gathered there are 
sharing what Jesus had done. I am sure they are not talking 
about the nice grassy area and the nice sunshine that day. 
They too are being spiritually fed by each other as they 
share their ups and downs of daily life. 
 

 For the past ten years I have often stood in the back of 
church and watched people being spiritually fed by each 
other. I am amazed by people that tell me they are not 
being spiritually fed in church. When I see them come in 
and sit down and after Mass leave without saying anything 
to anyone I am not surprised. We are fed by the word of 
God, we are fed by the Eucharist, we are spiritually fed by 
the preaching but we are also spiritually fed by sharing 
with others. This is what makes the body of Christ strong. 
We cannot be defenders of the faith by ourselves, we need 
the help of others. Satan is very real in this world and we 
need to band together to overcome the evils around us 
and we cannot do it by ourselves. So I challenge you to 
introduce yourself to the person sitting next to you in the 
pew. I challenge you to share your life with them.  
 

 For 22 years my small group have kept each other 
strong just by sharing our lives with each other. If we can 
do this we can become warriors for Christ with the help of 
our brothers and sisters in Christ at our side. 
 

God bless, Deacon Don 
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Readings for the Week of July 25, 2021 
 

Sunday Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 2 Kgs 4:42-44; Ps 145:10-11, 15-16, 17-18; 
 Eph 4:1-6; Jn 6:1-15 
 

Monday Memorial Saints Joachim and Anne, 
 Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 Ex 32:15-24, 30-34; Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 
 23; Mt 13:31-35 
 

Tuesday Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28; Ps 103:6-7, 8-9,  
 10-11, 12-13; Mt 13:36-43 
 

Wednesday Ex 34:29-35; Ps 99:5, 6, 7, 9; Mt 13:44-46 
 

Thursday Memorial of Saint Martha 
 Ex 40:16-21, 34-38; Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a and 8a,  
 11; Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 
 

Friday Saint Peter Chrysologus, Bishop and 
 Doctor of the Church 
 Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37; Ps 81:3-4,  
 5-6, 10-11ab; Mt 13:54-58 
 

Saturday Memorial of Saint Ignatius of Loyola, 
 Priest  Lv 25:1, 8-17; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8;  
 Mt 14:1-12 
 

Sunday Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Ex 16:2-4, 12-15; Ps 78:3-4, 23-24, 25, 54;  
 Eph 4:17, 20-24; Jn 6:24-35 

Prayers in our Parish 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  July 24 
  4:30p  Thomas George Marx 
   Jerome Walczak—11th Anniversary 
   Joseph Walczak—10th Anniversary 
 

Sunday  July 25 
  8:30a  Hillary Charalambous—Special Intention 
   Eugene Cichanowicz, Birthday Remembrance 
 

11:30a  Tom Lingeman—Special Intention 
   Brigeda Mastandrea—4th Anniversary 
   John Mills—7th Anniversary 
   Special Intention for the Mikulski Family 
 

Wednesday July 28 
  9:00a  James Debolski 
 

Saturday  July 31 
  4:30p  Dr. Paul and Veronica Galvin 
   James D. Pawlowski 
   James S. Pawlowski 
 

Sunday  August 1 
  8:30a  John P. Balaz 
   Phil Boike 
   Jim Ivancso—1st Anniversary 
 

11:30a  Joe Sokolowski—Special Intention 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  John P. Balaz—brother of Mary Ann Hannigan 
†  Ronald Morba—brother of Catherine Nihranz 

†  William Stacey—father of Sharon Pilat 
 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.”  

Rosanne Bishop 
Maurine Brennan 

Bill Budowick 
Tom Cavanaugh 

Hillary Charalambous 
Diane Farrar 

Nancy Heffernan 

Tom Lingeman 
Jonathan Medved 

Kathy Mills 
Nicholas Rinehart 

Joe Sokolowski 
Helen VanLoon 
Helen Walczak 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

ENS Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Krista Sabin and Dominic Raona—1st 
 

Please keep this couple in your prayers as they prepare to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage. 
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South Oakland Food Depot 
 

The South Oakland Food Depot is running low on paper 
products. We would especially welcome donations of toilet 
paper, paper towels, facial tissue and large size (toddler, 
size 4-5) diapers. We can also use sturdy paper grocery 
bags. Remember, if the cans you wish to donate have 
expired, please just throw them out. Last month, the Depot 
had to throw away more than half of our donated products 
because they had expired. It would save your energy and 
time, as well as that of our volunteers who transport and 
sort the food. 
 

Thank you all for your continued support of the depot. 

In and Around our Parish 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—JULY 31 & AUGUST 1, 2021 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Fr. Joseph Grimaldi 
Michael Stach 

Fr. Joseph Grimaldi 
Don Baross 

Fr. Robert Spezia 
Don Baross 

READER Tom Catalano Joan Reddy Chuck Moss 

SERVERS Sydni Wood Randy Skala Matthew Azzam 

USHERS Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemak 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 

Zack Azzam 
Norm Cicone 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cary Sheremet Larry Jeziorski Marvin Olane 

Detroit Area Historic Churches Pilgrimage 
 

On Monday, August 2, you are welcome to join Prayer 
Pilgrimages as we are planning to visit the following 
churches with the opportunity to gain on this date the 
special Portiuncula Indulgence for the souls in Purgatory: 
St. Bonaventure Monastery, Assumption Grotto, Old St. 
Mary's Church, Holy Family Church, St. Florian Church, and 
St. Joseph Shrine with opening 8 AM traditional Latin Holy 
Mass. Scheduled deluxe motorcoach local pickups from Ss. 
Cyril & Methodius Parish Center in Sterling Heights (7 AM 
departure, 5:30 PM return), Levagood Park in Dearborn (7 
AM departure, 5:30 PM return), and St. Joseph Shrine in 
Detroit (9 AM departure, 4:45 PM return). Total cost per 
person is $40 (with lunch on your own in Greektown). 
 

To reserve and/or more information: Michael Semaan at  
248) 250-6005 or www.prayerpilgrimages.com. 

 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!! 
THANK YOU!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My sincere thanks for the heartwarming response to my 
request for pillowcases. 
 

I collected 150+ new and used pillowcases and trim to 
make “Little Dresses for Africa!” 
 

 Your generosity is much appreciated and will keep me 
busy for a while! God bless you! 
 

Chris Reynaert 

 

ST. THOMAS MORE VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL IS CANCELED 

 
 
 

Due to not having enough registered participants needed 
for VBS, it has been canceled. Those who have registered 
will be refunded the camp fee. We are hopeful that next 
year will be more successful! 

http://www.prayerpilgrimages.com
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Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

The Miracle of the ‘Multiplication’ of Loaves 
by John Hannigan 

 

Today’s Gospel from John (6:1-15) tells of perhaps Christ’s 
most famous miracle, the feeding of the 5,000 with 5 
loaves of bread, the only miracle told in all four Gospels. 
Matthew and Mark include a second account where 4,000 
are fed with 7 loaves. These could be separate events or 
may record the same event told by different communities 
in the early Church. Either way, the ‘multiplication’ of 
loaves is clearly very important for all of us. And the day 
after the feeding, Jesus taught just how important. 
 

Some modern commentators try to reframe this event 
not as an act of God - a true miracle - but as a mere 
‘miracle of sharing’ by the crowd of what food they brought 
with them. But this interpretation ignores the rest of John’s 
chapter (6:22-58). 

 

That night, Jesus took a little stroll walking miraculously 
on the Sea of Galilee to come to His disciples. In Matthew, 
Jesus saves Peter who went out to meet Him on the waves. 
Jesus invites us, too, to come to Him, be with Him, and be 
saved by Him when we meet Him in the Bread of the 
Eucharist. 

 

The next day, the same crowd followed Jesus wanting 
more bread. This they would not have done had they 
merely eaten their own food the day before. But Jesus 
taught: “do not work for food that perishes but for the food 
that endures for eternal life … My Father gives you the true 
bread from heaven … [which] gives life.” That bread is 
Jesus! Several times, Jesus said “‘I am the bread of life.’” 
Each repetition emphasized that this food is His Body: “‘I 
am the living bread that came down from heaven … the 
bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world.’” 
And yet again, to drive it into our hearts, He said: “… my 
flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink.’” 

 

The miracle is not that the Eucharist is ‘multiplied’ but 
that everyone, participating in the One Sacrifice is sharing 
miraculously in the Real Presence of the One Body. The 
overabundance of Grace in this incredible gift brings 
eternal life for those who come in faith to receive the Bread 
of Life. That singularly generous act of God sharing Himself 
through the Last Supper and on the Cross is the food that 
strengthens and sustains us for mission as disciples. In and 
through Jesus, “the Bread that come down from heaven,” 
we become joyful missionary disciples.  

 
Comments/Questions? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

Stewardship Reflections 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

The servant and the little boy in our readings today are 
excellent examples for us as Christian stewards. The 
servant gave the very best of what he had, and the boy 
gave all that he had, then God did the rest. 
 

A key component of living as a 
good steward is constantly 
evaluating our lives, particularly 
our relationship with God to 
ensure we are not just scraping 
by but rather giving God our 
entire lives. 
 

We should ask ourselves — "how am I giving God my time, 
using my talents, and sharing my treasures?" 
 

We are called to give God adequate time each day. If we 
don’t plan for this time, likely, He won’t get any. We need 
to find what works best for us so that God can become a 
more significant part of our daily lives. We are also called 
to put our gifts and talents to good use too. The servant 
and the boy teach us that it is not up to us to decide how 
our gifts will affect others. God will do that. All we need to 
do is to give it well. 
 

Lastly, the servant reminds us that we are called to give the 
first fruits of our treasures. It is easy to give something; it is 
difficult to give the finest gift. Giving our best requires us to 
reevaluate our priorities in life. 
 

When we strive to live out our call as Christian stewards by 
entrusting all that we have been given to the One who 
graciously gave us these gifts, we will be blessed beyond 
measure. As we begin a new week, let us spend some time 
evaluating our relationship with God by asking, ‘what is my 
very best, and am I giving it to God?’ 



 
PASTORAL STAFF 

Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 
248-647-2222 x. 1111 

 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 

dcndonb@stmoffice.com 
 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555 
dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 

 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

Brian Foos, Director 
248 -647-2222 x. 4444 

bjfoos@gmail.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE  
Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 

248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

 
FAITH FORMATION 

Josylin Mateus, Director 
248-647-4680 x.5533 

josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Ella Prendi, Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544 

ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 

stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 
 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar 

Pete Whiting 
248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:30 am to 4:00 pm 
Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 

 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

