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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

BLESSED FOR ALL AGES 
 

 “We pronounce, declare, and define it to be a divinely 
revealed dogma; that the Immaculate Mother of God, the ever 
Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, 
was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory.” Thus 
proclaimed Pope Pius XII in the Apostolic Constitution, 
Munificentissimus Deus on November 1, 1950. The 
Assumption of Mary then became a dogma of the Catholic 
Faith. 
 The pope did not proclaim this dogma without first 
receiving petitions from around the world and writing to each 
bishop asking, “Venerable Brother, in your wisdom and 
prudence, do you judge that the bodily assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin be proposed and defined as a dogma of faith? 
Do you, with your clergy and people, desire that it should be? 
The bishops gave their unanimous affirmation. This was a 
confirmation of what popular devotion had held throughout 
the centuries. 
 The Assumption was a great privilege given to Mary by 
God. It is fitting that the one chosen to be the Mother of 
Jesus, the Savior of the world, should not corrupt in the grave. 
For she is the one who conceived Him, was privileged to hold 
Him in her arms as a baby and nurse Him, to share in His 
sufferings, to witness His death, and to hold Him close once 
again in her arms when He was taken down from the cross. 
Because of her singular role as mother of the Redeemer, Mary 
would not see bodily corruption but would be taken up into 
heavenly glory to be with her Son and await the resurrection 
of all the members of Christ’s body. The Assumption is a 
dogma that should fill us with much joy, because one day we, 
too, hope to join her in the eternal embrace of God’s love. 
 As great a privilege as the Assumption is, it is not, 
however, what makes Mary blessed. She is blessed for all 
generations because in her, the very Word of God became 
flesh. The Son of God, Jesus, the Redeemer of the world, is 
the one Mediator between God and humankind. And as the 
scriptures tell us, there is no other name under heaven by 
which we can be saved (Acts 4:12). Mary was her Son’s first 
disciple. She always points us to her Divine Son and serves for 
us as a model of faith, showing the way for the other 
followers of Christ. 
 In his gospel, St. Luke beautifully proclaims, “Blessed is 
she who trusted that the Lord’s words to her would be 
fulfilled.” Today on this Feast of the Assumption, we can 
rejoice that indeed the Lord’s words to Mary have been 
fulfilled and thus all generations will call her blessed. 
 Have a wonderful week and enjoy these summer days. In 
your kindness, please find a place for me in your prayers.  
       Msgr. Tom Rice 

Reflections 
FROM DEACON DON 

Solemnity of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

 Back when I was a little boy, I can remember going to 
the show to see all the monster movies. There was 
Frankenstein, Dracula, the Creature of the Black Lagoon and 
the Werewolf. Sometimes I would have bad dreams after I 
saw these movies. But in the end the monsters were killed 
by the good guys. 
 In our first reading from Revelation, it almost seems 
like a Sci-fi movie. We see this woman in the sky with her 
clothing glowing from the sun and her feet are on the moon. 
She has a beautiful crown on her head with 12 stars and 
their rays are shining out in the sky. She is standing there in 
all of her radiant beauty about to give birth to her son when 
suddenly there is this giant red dragon. The dragon has 
seven heads and ten horns on each head. His tail is so big it 
sweeps a third of the stars from the sky and hurls them 
down to earth. This dragon is roaring and growling at this 
woman waiting to devour her son. Then all of a sudden God 
backhands the dragon sending it straight to hell and with a 
sweep of His hand gently takes His son and places Him on a 
beautiful throne of gold that is at the righthand side of 
God's throne. God then helps the woman go to the place 
where God had prepared for her in the desert. 
 The next scene is from our gospel as we see this 
woman named Mary walking along the path just short of 
her cousin Elizabeth's house. Elizabeth is so excited to see 
Mary, the infant in her womb leaps for joy. This story is 
embellished a little to show the connection with the woman 
in our first reading and Mary in our gospel. Mary is the 
Queen of Heaven and Earth. Pope Pius XII defined the 
Dogma of the Assumption where Mary was assumed body 
and soul into heaven. 
 I find my life changed when I started to pray and ask 
Mary for her intercessions to her son. Many times in my life 
when things are in complete chaos, I find myself taking time 
to pray to our Mother Mary asking for her help. The 
"Memorare" is a beautiful prayer to Mary, perhaps you will 
agree with me? 
 

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to thy protection, implored thy 
help, or sought thy intercession, was left unaided. 
Inspired by this confidence I fly unto thee, O Virgin of virgins, 
my Mother. To thee do I come, before thee I stand, sinful 
and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not 
my petitions, but in thy mercy hear and answer me.  Amen. 
 

God bless, Deacon Don 
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Prayers in our Parish 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  August 14 
  4:30p  Julie Ermiger 
   Joseph Golden—Birthday Remembrance 
 

Sunday  August 15 
  8:30a  John P. Balaz 
   Cis Widina 
 

11:30a  Jim and Shirley Bordi—Special Intention 
   Peggy DeVos 
   Jim Dunleavy 
   Ronald Morba 
 

Wednesday August 18 
  9:00a  Arthur and Richard Schmaltz 
 

Saturday  August 21 
  4:30p  Sestilio and Maria Cianferra 
   Giacomo and Maria DeChellis 
   Remo DeChellis 
 

Sunday  August 22 
  8:30a  John P. Balaz 
   DiPaolo Family—Special Intention 
 

11:30a  Peggy DeVos 
   Jim Dunleavy 
   Susan Lipak—8 Months 

 

Congratulations to the new member of God’s 
family, who was welcomed into the  

Catholic Church through the waters of 
Baptism on August 8, 2021 

 

  †  Braedan Oliver Godvin 
Son of Brendan and Carissa (Handrinos) Godvin 

 

May God bless and keep this little one safe in His tender 
love and mercy. 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Tom Lingeman—brother of Barbara Lepri 
†  George McCabee—brother of Donald Nefske 

†  Deacon C. Roger O'Donnell  
†  Joseph Puszcz—father of Susan Strong 

 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

Rosanne Bishop 
Maurine Brennan 

Bill Budowick 
Eileen Campbell 
Tom Cavanaugh 

Diane Farrar 
Nancy Heffernan 

Jonathan Medved 
Kathy Mills 

Nicholas Rinehart 
Joe Sokolowski 
Helen VanLoon 
Helen Walczak 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

ENS Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

 

         William Lawrence Stacey 
 

  Died on November 30, 2020 
        Buried from St. Thomas More 
           On August 14, 2021 
 

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord and let 
perpetual light shine upon him. Amen 

Assumption of Mary Prayer 
 

Father in heaven, all creation rightly gives you praise, 
for all life and all holiness come from you. 

In the plan of your wisdom she who bore the  
Christ in her womb was raised body and soul in glory 

to be with him in heaven. 
May we follow her example in reflecting your holiness 

and join in her hymn of endless love and praise. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
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Worship 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—AUGUST 21 & 22, 2021 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Fr. Joseph Grimaldi 
David Michalak, Acolyte 

Fr. Joseph Grimaldi 
Larry Jeziorski, Acolyte 

Fr. Robert Spezia 
Michael Stach 

READER Phil Kotwick NOT FILLED Joan Reddy 

SERVERS Susie Klein Rory Knauss Claire DePorre 

USHERS Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemak 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 

Zack Azzam 
Norm Cicone 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cathy Mitchell David Michalak Marvin Olane 

2021-2022 Faith Formation Registration is 
NOW Open 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faith Formation registration is happening now until August 
31. Classes offered are PreK through 8th Grade, and High 
School children are invited to participate in our Youth 
Group. Please visit our website, stthomasmoretroy.org/
general information to register online. If you prefer a paper 
copy, you can download it from the website or a 
registration packet may be mailed to you. New and current 
families are welcome to register. Walk-in registration is 
available in the Faith Formation Office, Monday—Thursday 
9:30am-5pm. 

The Knight’s “Rosary for Life” 
Sunday, August 29th at 2:00pm 

Sacred Heart Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join the men of our Knights of Columbus council at 
our Families of Parish’s ‘sister-parish’ of Sacred Heart, to 
pray for the defense of human life in all its stages, from 
conception to death, on the last Sunday of August at 2:00 
pm. We will pray for the continued intercession of Mary for 
an end to abortion and the culture of death. We will also 
pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet for God’s mercy on our 
world, so beholden to selfishness and despair. Make plans 
now to join us!  

The Archdiocese of Detroit Office of Priestly Vocations 
offers resources for any young men discerning the 
priesthood. Our new website has information on applying 
to seminary, frequently asked questions, and how to get in 
touch with the vocation director. 
 

Learn more at www.detroitpriestlyvocations.com 

Assumption of Mary 
August 15, 2021 

 

A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed 
with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on 

her head a crown of twelve stars. Then I heard a 
loud voice in heaven say: "Now have salvation and 

power come, and the Kingdom of our God and 
the authority of his Anointed One." 

http://www.detroitpriestlyvocations.com/
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Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

Parish and Community 
NEWS 

School Supplies for St. Damien's and 
Morse Elementary School 

 
 
 
 
 

School starts in a few weeks and Christian Service is asking 
our parish to donate school supplies for St. Damien of 
Molokai Parish in Pontiac, a member of our Families of 
Parishes, and Morse Elementary School in Troy. 
 

All school supplies are needed, including backpacks. This 
collection will be ongoing through Labor Day. There will be 
a box in the narthex for your donations. Cash donations or 
checks made out to St. Thomas More may be dropped off 
in the parish office. 
 

St. Thomas More parishioners are always most generous 
and Christian Service thanks you! 

Finding Your Way to Evangelical Charity 
by John Hannigan 

 

Last month I wrote how Unleash the Gospel addresses 
“Evangelical Charity,” how engaging good works and prayer 
in generous service with joy is key to our Christian witness. 
Our example of reaching out in Christ’s Name to help 
others in their material need or spiritual thirst invites them 
to a relationship with Jesus. Charity is our fundamental 
calling and we will be judged by how well we respond. 
Jesus will say:  

“‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the 
kingdom … For I was hungry and you gave me food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me drink...’”  

Should we wonder when we did so, He will remind us: 
“‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these 
least brothers of mine, you did for me.’” (Matt 25:34-
40). 
 
 

Each of us will have a unique calling for how we ought to 
engage in evangelical charity. We may have a particular 
desire to give food to the poor, or aid women in crisis 
pregnancies, or walk with those who grieve, or assist 
people seeking spiritual renewal. Going to the Holy Spirit in 
prayer helps discern our calling. The ways we may act 
faithfully in charity depend on our interests, means and 
circumstances and can involve volunteering and/or 
donating money and goods, and of course prayer. The 
Archdiocese just launched a web resource to help us find 
organizations where we might become more active in 
charity: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This has links to all kinds of health/human services, pro-life 
groups, educational and youth organizations, places for 
spiritual renewal, and more. The webpage also has links for 
finding opportunities for Mass, Confession and Eucharistic 
Adoration, as well as to parishes and Catholic schools. It 
could be a worthy effort to browse these organizations 
with an open heart. We may find ourselves inspired by 
some group that draws us into loving service and prayer. 
 

Comments/Questions? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

St. Hugo of the Hills Fall Sports 
 

St Hugo school will begin its Fall sports season this month. 
The Fall sports we offer include: 
 

        Boys        Girls 
 Football for grades 3-8      Volleyball for grades 4-8 
 Soccer for grades 4-8      Soccer for grades 4-8 
 

Fall sports will begin the first week of August and run 

through the first week of October. Practice schedules are 

determined by each teams Head Coach. Games are 

typically played on Saturdays, with some soccer games also 

played during the week. If your child(ren) is/are interested 

in participating in Fall sports, you can use the link below: 

https://go.teamsnap.com/forms/269511 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Bob Brzustewicz, 
Athletic Director at 248-930-1767 
 

We look forward to seeing your son or daughter playing 
this Fall!! 
 

 

 

  GO VIKINGS!!! 

https://go.teamsnap.com/forms/269511


 
PASTORAL STAFF 

Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 
248-647-2222 x. 1111 

 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Fr. Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888 

dcndonb@stmoffice.com 
 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555 
dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 

 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

Brian Foos, Director 
248 -647-2222 x. 4444 

bjfoos@gmail.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE  
Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager 

248-647-2222 x. 7777 
lois@stmoffice.com 

 
Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 

248-647-2222 x. 3311 

kathy@stmoffice.com 

 
FAITH FORMATION 

Josylin Mateus, Director 
248-647-4680 x.5533 

josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Ella Prendi, Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544 

ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Debbie Knauss, Website and Facebook 

stmwebsite@stmoffice.com 
 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar 

Pete Whiting 
248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

St. Thomas More Parish Directory 
4580 Adams Rd., Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES:   248-647-2222 

FAX:   248-647-8192 
FAITH FORMATION:   248-647-4680 

 

Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:30 am to 4:00 pm 
Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 

 

inquiry@stmoffice.com           
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:stm_website@stmoffice.com

