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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

Give us our Daily Bread 
 

 We call the fourth Thursday in November 
“Thanksgiving Day,” the second Sunday in May “Mother’s 
Day,” and the first Monday in September “Labor Day.” But 
Labor Day is not the some sort of romantic celebration of 
human labor, in fact, it was no holiday at all until almost 
130 years ago when a group of people in New York walked 
off their jobs to meet and march together and declared it a 
holiday. Their action was a critical moment in a long 
struggle for the rights of working people. When Labor Day 
finally became “official” it was declared the day to honor 
the sacrifice and courage of workers who had no standing 
at all until they stood together. Pope Leo XIII encouraged 
this right to solidarity in his encyclical Rerum Novarum 
(1891) and the pope’s teaching has been strengthened and 
expanded ever since.  
 

 What does the Catholic Church proclaim about 
human work? Basically this: The earth is the Lord’s, and the 
right to “own” something is limited by many other rights 
and duties. The “work” people do is meant to bring dignity 
and a just reward to the person and a benefit to society. 
Wealth does not by itself create a prosperous or a just 
society. Workers have the right to come together in 
solidarity and a right to a voice in matters that affect them. 
 

 I think it’s important that we know today the real 
meaning of Labor Day. We need to be reminded how 
important it is to stand together for the dignity of human 
labor. We need to know what it means that, what hurts 
one will hurt us all, that what benefits one can be of 
benefit to us all. Here’s a good prayer for Labor Day: 
 

God our Creator, 
We are the work of your hands. Guide us in our work, that 

we may do it, not for self alone, but for the common 
good. Make us alert to injustice, ready to stand in 

solidarity, that there may be dignity for all in labor and in 
labor’s reward. Grant this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 

 Have a safe and enjoyable Labor Day holiday. 
 

        Msgr. Tom Rice 

Reflections From 
Deacon Don 

Twenty-Third Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

 Have you ever seen or been part of a miracle, 
something that logic and science cannot explain? Many of 
us, we have prayed for a miracle but never received it. 
Does it mean that God didn't hear our prayer or did He 
hear it and have something better in store for us? 
 

 I can remember my friend John having a rare form of 
skin cancer on his hands. John was a salesman and was 
always shaking hands with people when he greeted them. 
People would look at his hands and not want to touch him. 
At Mass one Sunday John decided to take some Holy Water 
home in a jar and every night he would put some of it on 
his hands and then read a chapter of the Bible. After a few 
weeks, John's hands started to clear up and after several 
months the cancer was gone. The doctors had no 
explanation for it. Through the water and God's word, John 
was healed of his cancer. 
 

 In our first reading from Isaiah, Isaiah tells of a God 
that will make the blind see, the deaf hear, the mute will 
sing, and the lame will leap. He is prophesying about Jesus. 
 

 In our gospel reading from Mark, people bring Jesus a 
deaf man with a speech impediment and Jesus performs a 
miracle and gives him back his hearing and removes his 
speech impediment. 
 

 Both of our readings tell of miracles and healings. But 
what about the small miracles that happen to us each day? 
Things like leaving late for work and hitting every traffic 
light green and sitting down at your desk 5 minutes before 
the time to start your day. Or perhaps standing in line at 
the grocery store and another line opens and you are the 
first person in line. What about having your hands full 
heading to the door and out of the blue someone opens 
the door for you. Some people would call them 
coincidences, but I call them “Godincidences.” 
 

Godincidences are the little things that lets you know God 
is in control and He loves us. Those little things that put a 
smile on our face and we have to thank God for them. I 
pray you have green lights, you are first in line, and for 
someone who will open the door for you when you are in 
need, and that you recognize the Godincidences and give 
thanks to Him who loves us. 
 

God bless, 
Deacon Don 
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STM Intercessory Prayer Group is Moving 
 

         Beginning this month we will meet on the second  
        Wednesday of the month. 

 

Join us on September 8 at 7:00pm to pray for 

our Church for intentions submitted by our 

parish members and for your own personal 

intentions. 

Prayer Requests 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  September 4 
  4:30p  Tom Lingeman 
 

Sunday  September 5 
  8:30a  Helen Laibinus—17th Anniversary 
   John Laibinus—19th Anniversary 
 

11:30a  Ralf Crookston—1st Anniversary 
   Peggy DeVos 
   Jim Dunleavy 
   Mary Ann Gatt—Birthday Remembrance 
   Joseph Curtis Mellor, Jr.—25th Anniversary 
 

Wednesday September 8 
  9:00a  For the People of St. Thomas More 
 

Saturday  September 11 
  4:30p  Hazel and Paul Oades—by Family 
 

Sunday  September 12 
  8:30a  Marion Debolski 
   Tom Ermiger 
 

11:30a  Peggy DeVos 
   Jim Dunleavy 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We the Christian Community of St. Thomas More, 
in an atmosphere of hospitality, are dedicated to 

proclaiming the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ through excellence in worship, 

education, and service to others. 
 

We believe that the nurturing of the community 
around the Eucharistic Table is extended 

through gatherings which further strengthen and 
support us. We shall pursue this mission faithfully 
through the power of the Holy Spirit and the gifts 

and talents of our members. 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Fr. James F. Wieging 
 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

Rosanne Bishop 
Maurine Brennan 
Tom Cavanaugh 

Gino and Luciana 
DiClemente 
Diane Farrar 

Nancy Heffernan 
Jonathan Medved 

Christopher Rich 
Nicholas Rinehart 

Donnie Satawa 
Joe Sokolowski 

Deacon Michael Stach 
Diane Thomas 
Helen VanLoon 
Helen Walczak 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

Lt. Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

Congratulations to the new member of God’s 
family, who was welcomed into the  

Catholic Church through the waters of 
Baptism on August 29, 2021 

 

     †  Eliana Marie Yamin 
Daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth (Smokovitz) Yamin 

 

May God bless and keep this little one safe in His tender 
love and mercy. 
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Worship 

 
 
 
 
 

Choir Rehearsals to Begin 
 

With authorization from the Archdiocese, we can, and will 
begin Adult Choir rehearsals on September 16th at 7:30 PM 
in the church. Everyone is welcome to join! We will be 
socially distanced and having fun. Your love for singing is all 
that you will need to bring. If you have any questions, 
please let me know at bjfoos@gmail.com. 
 

God Bless you, 
 

Brian Foos 
Director of Music 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—SEPTEMBER 11 & 12, 2021 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Larry Jeziorski, Acoylte 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

READER Phil Kotwick John Hannigan Chuck Moss 

SERVERS Samantha Foley David and Laura Gabriel Duarte Bobone 

USHERS Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemak 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 

Zack Azzam 
Norm Cicone 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cary Sheremet Larry Jeziorski Zack Azzam 

Readings for the Week of September 5, 2021 
 

Sunday Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 35:4-7a; Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10; Jas 2:1-5; 
 Mk 7:31-37 
 

Monday Col 1:24—2:3; Ps 62:6-7, 9; Lk 6:6-11 
 

Tuesday Col 2:6-15; Ps 145:1b-2, 8-9, 10-11;  
 Lk 6:12-19 
 

Wednesday Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin  
 Mary  Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6ab, 
 6c; Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 
 

Thursday Memorial of Saint Peter Claver, Priest 
 Col 3:12-17; Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6;  
 Lk 6:27-38 
 

Friday 1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14; Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 
 11; Lk 6:39-42 
 

Saturday 1 Tm 1:15-17; Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 5a and 6-7; 
 Lk 6:43-49 
 

Sunday Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 50:4c-9a; Ps 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; 
 Jas 2:14-18; Mk 8:27-35 

Each moment that you spend in His Eucharistic 
Presence will increase His divine life within you  

and deepen your personal relationship and  
friendship with Him. 

 

Exposition of the Holy Eucharistic will be on 
Wednesday, September 15 after the 9:00 am Mass 

and end with Benediction at 12 noon. 

mailto:bjfoos@gmail.com
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In our Parish 

 

Everyone is Welcome to our 
 

Parish Faith Formation Kick-Off! 
 

“Love in the Trenches” 
 

Sunday, September 26, 7:00pm 
in the Social Hall 

 

 
 

Please join us for our Faith Formation Kick-Off Presentation 
of simple, meaningful ways to love each other faithfully in 
the “trenches” of daily life, presented by Marian Bart. 
 

Marian is not new to STM. She has presented at the 
Women’s Advent Tea in the past and has led our RCIA 
people in retreats. She currently ministers at the Cathedral 
of the Most Blessed Sacrament as their Evangelization 
Coordinator and Media Director. Marian lives in Troy. She 
and her husband have raised five children; two in college 
and three out in the work force. Marian has a teaching 
degree from Penn State and a further diploma from Sacred 
Heart Seminary in Detroit. She loves to make cheesecakes, 
read good-smelling library books, and encourage others to 
see themselves the way God sees them. 
 

All are Welcome! 
 

Josylin Fermin Mateus 
Director of Faith Formation 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Walking with Purpose Returns! 
 

Do you desire lasting and abiding friendships? Do you want 
to move beyond the past hurts of relationships gone 
wrong? Reclaiming Friendship: God’s Plan for a Deep 
Connection was written for any woman who wants true and 
deep connection that lasts. 
 

Sessions will begin the week of September 12th with 
Wednesday evening – 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. and Thursday 
mornings- 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. Babysitting is available on 
Thursday mornings. Registration Fee is $10.00 and the 
Reclaiming Friendship Guide is available online at https://
walkingwithpurpose.com – cost is $20.00. 
 

For more information and schedule, see the parish website, 
contact Cindy Cprek at wwpstmtroy@gmail.com, or call the 
Faith Formation Office at 248-647-4680. 
 

We can’t wait to see you! 

 

PARISH MAIN OFFICE HOURS 
       Beginning September 7 
 

          Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday, 9:30a-5:00p 
 (closed 12:30-1:00p for lunch) 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Faith Formation INVITES you to come and learn about all of 
our wonderful faith-enriching programs here at our parish. 
Information sessions are before and after the Masses on 
September 11 & 12. This year's theme is "We can't give 
what we don't have." 
 

Don't forget to stop by the tables to see what we have for 
you and also grab a small gift bag on your way out. 
 
 

Hope to see you there! 

Join Us for Lunch! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The parish is beginning our Senior Luncheons again on 
Thursday, September 23rd at noon. Lunch will be Hot Dogs, 
Chips, Salad, and Drinks. We will be inviting Seniors from 
Sacred Heart so we can meet members of our Family of 
Parishes. Donation is $5.00 
 

Please RSVP by Monday, September 20th, 248-647-2222. 

https://walkingwithpurpose.com
https://walkingwithpurpose.com
mailto:wwpstmtroy@gmail.com
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Stewardship 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

“Ephphatha!” 
by John Hannigan 

 

“That is, “be opened!” said Jesus in today’s Gospel “and 
immediately the [deaf] man’s ears were opened… and he 
spoke plainly” (Mark 7:34-35). Jesus brings healing that the 
prophet Isaiah foretold, and much more. Jesus wants our 
ears opened so we may hear words of forgiveness. He 
wants our tongues loosened to sing the glory of God. He 
desires hearts encouraged to share the Gospel. So, “… to 
those whose hearts are frightened: Be strong, fear not! 
Here is your God… He comes to save you” (Isaiah 35:4). 

 

Ephphatha! Above all God wants our hearts, our core, 
opened to Him and His Spirit, open to a loving relationship 
of forgiveness with each of us, and with the world, in 
fulfillment of the covenant He made with Adam, Abraham, 
Moses and David, and made new in Christ. To sustain us in 
the covenant and help open our hearts, God gave us the 
Law and Jesus gave us the Sacraments. Like Isaiah, two 
other prophets speaking for the Lord similarly foretold 
God’s desire for our hearts in two favorite passages. 

 

Jeremiah (31:31-34) said, “See, days are coming when I 
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with 
their ancestors… But this is the covenant I will make… I will 
place my law within them, and write it upon their hearts; I 
will be their God, and they shall be my people… Everyone, 
from least to greatest, shall know me for I will forgive their 
iniquity and no longer remember their sin.” 

 

Ezekiel (36:25-28) proclaimed, “I will sprinkle clean 
water over you to make you clean; from all your impurities 
and from all your idols I will cleanse you. I will give you a 
new heart, and a new Spirit I will put within you. I will 
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a 
heart of flesh. I will put my Spirit within you so that you 
walk in my statutes, observe my ordinances, and keep 
them... you will be my people, and I will be your God.” 

 

Ephphatha! Let’s open our hearts to God, the love of 
the Spirit, and friendship with Jesus. Let’s set aside our 
idols, embrace God’s Law and meet Jesus in the Sacraments 
with hearts open to the Spirit. With strengthened hearts, 
let’s ask to be healed and forgiven, and to receive the 
Grace to be Christ’s disciples. Let’s speak plainly of the 
astonishing things the Lord has done by the way we walk 
with Him, so that by our witness the world may know Jesus. 

 

Comments/Questions? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jail Outreach Ministry 
 

With fall and cooler temperatures on the horizon, Oakland 
County Jail Outreach Ministry is looking to collect new, 
washable blankets to be distributed to former inmates or 
their family members in need. 
 

Many inmates call a car or the streets “home” upon their 
release from jail. A warm blanket and knowing someone 
cared enough to provide it, can make all the difference to a 
person in need. 
 

Please consider donating a blanket during the months of 
September and October. A labeled collection bin will be in 
the gathering space. The blankets will be delivered to 
Outreach Ministries as they are collected. 
 

STM has loyal Jail Outreach supporters. Thank you so much 
for your care and generosity!!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The location is The Village Club in Bloomfield Hills, and 
reservations are required.  Our president, Leslie Swanson, 
will provide an update on the LOC operations, and our 
speaker will be Jane Scott, Chair - Matchan Nutrition 
Center.  The event also includes a fabulous Basket Raffle 
and 50/50 Raffle. This fundraiser will benefit the Ladies of 
Charity operating budget to serve those in need.  The 
Village Club has committed to providing a safe and pleasing 
environment that is fully compliant with all state and local 
requirements. 
 

RSVP by September 10. Tables of 8. $55/Patron, $100 
Benefactor. For questions or more information, please 
contact Cecilia Kelley at 248-561-1785. 
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2021 National Day of Remembrance 
for Aborted Children 

 

On Saturday, September 18th, from 1:00 – 2:00 pm, Right 
to Life – LIFESPAN will join other pro-life Americans across 
the country to honor the memory of the more than 61 
million preborn victims of abortion during the National Day 
of Remembrance for Aborted Children. 
 

We will be gathering at the grave site of our 5 preborn 
children at White Chapel Cemetery in Troy. 
 

In 1980, the bodies of these innocents were found in 
Oakland County and LIFESPAN felt that a more fitting place 
for the bodies was imperative. Through the courtesy of A.J. 
Desmond and Sons, Funeral Directors, and White Chapel 
Cemetery, the bodies of these preborn children were laid 
to rest in a brief and simple ceremony at White Chapel 
Cemetery on May 2, 1980. 
 

Flyers are available in the Gathering Area on the 
Information Counter. 
 
 

 
 

White Chapel Cemetery 
621 W Long Lake Rd, Troy, MI 48098 

 

For more information: 
Right to Life—LIFESPAN 734-524-0162 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Father Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888    dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555    dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444    bjfoos@gmail.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager/Social Media 

248-647-2222 x. 7777    lois@stmoffice.com 
 

Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 
248-647-2222 x. 3311    kathy@stmoffice.com 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Josylin Mateus, Director 

248-647-4680 x.5533    josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Ella Prendi, Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544    ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 

 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar 

248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
4580 Adams Rd 
Troy, MI  48098 

 

PARISH OFFICES 
Main Office:  248-647-2222 

Faith Formation Office:   248-647-4680 
Fax:   248-647-8192 

 

Hours:  Monday - Thursday 
9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com  
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

Community News Parish Directory 

Healing Services 
 

Emmanuel Healing Ministry invites you to come to a 
Healing Service on Tuesday, September 14 at the National 
Shrine of the Little Flower from 7-9 pm. Confessions will be 
available at 6:15 pm. Mass with the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick will be offered followed by the 
opportunity to be prayed over for any intention by prayer 
teams. Fr. Alex Kratz will preside. 
 

Call Margaret Williams 248-477-0767 for information. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mass with Healing Prayer on Friday, September 17 at St. 
Lawrence Church. Confessions will be available from 5:30-
6:30pm. Praise and Worship at 6:00-6:30pm. Mass begins 
at 6:45pm. Healing Prayer Teams will be available after 
Mass. Fr. Jim Lowe will preside. 
 

Call Jim or Shirley Brodi 586-739-3802 for information. 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com

