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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We the Christian Community of St. Thomas More, 
in an atmosphere of hospitality, are dedicated to 

proclaiming the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ through excellence in worship, 

education, and service to others. 
 

We believe that the nurturing of the community 
around the Eucharistic Table is extended 

through gatherings which further strengthen and 
support us. We shall pursue this mission faithfully 
through the power of the Holy Spirit and the gifts 

and talents of our members. 

Reflections From 
Deacon Don 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

 My mom's best friend had nine children and my mom 
always kept an eye out for nice hand-me-down clothing for 
her friends children. We were always in the Salvation Army 
store or going to garage sales. A couple of the boys would 
even get the clothes that I had grown out of. She tried to 
help her friend anyway she could. Without realizing it, she 
taught me a valuable lesson to always help those in need. 
When I stop to think of this it might be some of the reason I 
became a deacon, to help others that are in need. 
 

 In our first reading from Wisdom we see the wicked 
saying how the Just One, who is the Son of God would be 
tortured and condemned to a shameful death. The 
Pharisees and the Scribes are taught the Old Testament 
scriptures and know them well and believe what they read 
so without realizing it they would be the ones to condemn 
the Just One and put Him to a shameful death. 
 

 In our gospel reading from Mark, Jesus is teaching His 
disciples and telling them, "The Son of Man is to be handed 
over to men and they will kill Him, and three days after His 
death the Son of Man will rise." 
 

 Our faith is something we are taught through our 
parents and our faith formation teachers but also by what 
we witness, much like me witnessing to my mom helping 
her friend and her children. I have noticed family and 
friends with small children and how they pick up on what 
the parents do. If the parents pray grace before their meals 
the children learn to bless themselves and pray. Things like 
blessing themselves with Holy Water as they enter church 
or genuflecting before they enter into the pew. These 
things are taught to them by seeing others do them. What 
about the things that we are taught about our faith like 
who Jesus is, the true presence in the Eucharist, the healing 
power of the Eucharist, and the power of prayer? I find that 
Catholics that fall away from the church don't know the 
true presence in the Eucharist, and it's healing power. It is 
our job to help them understand the true presence and the 
healing power of the Eucharist. If we preach the gospel by 
the way we live our lives, people will be drawn to us and 
we can help them to the eternal kingdom 
 

God bless, Deacon Don 
 
Today, let us recall that we have an infinitely loving God who 
cares deeply for us. Consider all that He has blessed you 
with, and how you can use those blessings for His glory. 

THANKS, CATECHISTS 
 

 Today is Catechetical Sunday and a good opportunity 
to highlight the role and importance of those who serve as 
Catechists for our parish. 
 

 We are grateful to the volunteers in our program who 
willingly share their faith with our parish’s children so that 
the children can grow in their understanding of God and 
the Church. 
 

 Our Catechists work in partnership with all parents in 
teaching children about their faith. Prayers in the rite of 
Baptism remind parents that “they are the first teachers of 
their children in the ways of the faith.” They are the best 
teachers of their children by the example they give through 
weekly worship. Our Catechists depend on parents to fulfill 
their responsibilities in partnership with their children’s 
teachers. But today it is very important that those who 
agree to be Catechists know our support and appreciation.  
May God bless all their efforts this year! 
 

 Have a faith filled week. Please remember me in your 
prayers. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 
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    24 Hour Prayer Line 
 

The Nuns of the Monastery of the Blessed Sacrament 
have initiated a 24 Hour Prayer Line. 
 

The Sisters are attentive to begin the 
requested prayers promptly— email 

opnunsfh@sbcglobal.net 
or call 248-626-8253  

Prayer Requests 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  September 18 
  4:30p  Genevieve Kawam—Birthday Remembrance 
 

Sunday  September 19 
  8:30a  Nick Marinelli 
 

11:30a  Peggy DeVos 
   Jim Dunleavy 
   John Peteuil—Birthday Remembrance 
   Rita Vuylsteke—Special Intention 
 

Wednesday September 22 
  9:00a  John Lyp 
 

Saturday  September 25 
  4:30p  Sestilio and Maria Cianferra 
   Giacomo and Maria DeChellis 
   Remo DeChellis 
 

Sunday  September 26 
  8:30a  Anne Marie McCarthy-Jensen 
   Caroline Marie Michalski—10th Anniversary 
 

11:30a  Peggy DeVos 
   Jim Dunleavy 
   Dagoberto Krambeck 
   Barbara Stieper—Special Intention 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Nick Marinelli—husband of the late Joan 
†  Deacon George Posavetz 

†  Jane Williams—friend of Michael & Teresa Nido 
†  Eugene Yuhas—husband of Virgina 

 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

Rosanne Bishop 
Tom Cavanaugh 

Gino and Luciana 
DiClemente 
Diane Farrar 

Nancy Heffernan 
Gregory Mack 

Jonathan Medved 

Nicholas Rinehart 
Joe Sokolowski 

Deacon Michael Stach 
Diane Thomas 

Betty Toton 
Helen VanLoon 
Rita Vuylsteke 
Helen Walczak 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

Lt. Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

For our brothers and sisters in Louisiana and Haiti… 
 

Please pray for those who have lost homes, businesses, 
churches and, most particularly, those who have suffered 
injuries or lost their lives, and for those who are mourning 
the loss of loved ones. 
 

Those wishing to make a gift to support relief efforts in 
Louisiana, Haiti or both are encouraged to support the 
USCCB Bishops Emergency Disaster Fund. Gifts may be 
sent directly to the fund by mailing them to P.O. Box 
96279, Washington, D.C., 20090-6278. 

OPEN MY EYES 
 

Open my eyes that I may see the deepest needs of men, 
women and children. 

 Move my hands that they may feed the hungry;  
Touch my heart that it may bring warmth 

to the despairing;  
Teach me the generosity that welcomes strangers;  
Let me share my possessions with people in need;  

Give me the care that strengthens the sick;  
Help me share in the quest to set prisoners free;  

In sharing our anxieties and our love,  
Our poverty and our prosperity;  

We partake of your divine presence. 
Amen.  
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Worship 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Choir rehearsals have begun! Please feel free to join us on 
Thursday evening at 7:30 in the church. 

Your love for singing is all that you will need to bring! 
 

If you have any questions, please let me know at 
bjfoos@gmail.com. 

 

We look forward to having you! 
 

God bless you, 
Brian Foos 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—SEPTEMBER 25 & 26, 2021 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

Fr. Robert Spezia 
Michael Stach 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

READER Phil Kotwick John Hannigan Dan Parente 

SERVERS Duarte Bobone Isela Mulcahy Sydni Wood 

USHERS Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemak 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 

Zack Azzam 
Norm Cicone 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cary Sheremet Larry Jeziorski Zack Azzam 

Readings for the Week of September 19, 2021 
 

Sunday Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Wis 2;12, 17-20; Ps 54:3-4. 5, 6-8; 
 Jas 3:16—4:3; Mk 9:30-37 

Monday Memorial of Saint Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn, 
 Priest, and Paul Chŏng Ha-Sang, and 
 Companions, Martyrs 
 Ezr 1:1-6; Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6; 
 Lc 8:16-18 

Tuesday Feast of Saint Matthew, Apostle and  
 Evangelist 
 Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Mt 9:9-13 

Wednesday Ezr 9:5-9; Tb 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8;  
 Lk 9:1-6 

Thursday Memorial of Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, 
 Priest  Hg 1:1-8; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a  
 and 9b; Lk 9:7-9 
Friday Hg 2:1-9; Ps 43:1, 2, 3, 4; Lk 9:18-22 

Saturday  Zec 2: 5-9, 14-15a; Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13; 
 Lk 9:43b-45 

Sunday Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Nm 11:25-29; Ps 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14; 
 Jas 5:1-6; Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 

Stewardship Thoughts 
September 18 & 19, 2021 

 

In today’s reading from the Book of Wisdom, the wicked 
plot the death of the “just one”. They wanted to see if God 
will take care of Him. This passage prefigures Christ’s 
suffering, mocking, and death, as Jesus tells His disciples in 
St. Mark’s Gospel. The Scripture readings from St. James 
and St. Mark warn against false ambition and seeking rank 
instead of looking to serve the Lord. These attitudes cause 
division among Christ’s followers. With humility, Jesus 
explains that true discipleship requires the first to be last 
and servants of all. 
 

As Christian stewards, how is the Lord asking us to serve 
Him? To answer this question, spend some quiet time daily 
to open your heart and clear your mind to listen to what 
the Lord asks of you.  

mailto:bjfoos@gmail.com
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In our Parish 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The STM Book Club has had occasional outdoor meetings 
since 2/20, but now is ready to come indoors to continue 
this eleven year parish social activity. The September 
meeting will be Tuesday,9/21 at 10AM in Room 2. If indoor 
activities do not resume, and the weather is nice, we will 
meet in the Reflection Garden. The book this month is a 
novella in the Romance genre, Sailing Into the Heart by 
Tana Jenkins. It is set in the present day on Mackinac 
Island. The book is available on Amazon or can be found 
online on Scribd with a 30-day free trial subscription. 
Please join us the 21st for the discussion. 

Join Us for Lunch! 
 
 
 
 
 

The parish is beginning our Senior Luncheons again on 
Thursday, September 23rd at noon. Lunch will be Hot Dogs, 
Chips, Salad, and Drinks. We will be inviting Seniors from 
Sacred Heart so we can meet members of our Family of 
Parishes. Donation is $5.00 
 

Please RSVP by Monday, September 20th, 248-647-2222. 

St. Thomas More Blood Drive 
DONORS NEEDED 
to donate Blood on 

Wednesday, October 6, 2021  
12:00 – 6:00 pm in the Social Hall 

 

Together, we can save a life….. Please volunteer to be a 
donor at the STM American Red Cross Blood Drive. 

 

To sign-up to be a Donor: 
 

Visit www.redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code -
stthomasmore or sign up on the schedule at the 
Information Counter. When online, complete the RAPID 
PASS form for quicker registration. 
 

Also, it does not matter when you received, didn’t receive a 
Covid vaccination. You will only be asked which type you 
received (Pfizer, Moderna, Johnson & Johnson). 
 
 

Volunteers are needed to help during the Blood Drive 
 

If you are able to do a 3 hour shift, 12:00-3:00pm or 3:00-
6:00pm, for more information, or if you have any 
questions, please call Chris Reynaert at 248-645-2663 or 
email chris.reynaert@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, October 2, 2:00 pm under the  
Church Canopy on Adams Road 

YOU ARE INVITED TO OUR 
Parish Faith Formation Kick-off 

 

Sunday, September 26th - 7:00 pm 
 

All are invited for an evening of  

“Love in the Trenches” 
A presentation of simple, meaningful ways to love each 

other faithfully in the “trenches” of daily life. 
Presented by Marian Bart 

SVdP FRIENDS WALK 
SEPTEMBER 26 

 

Please join us for the annual Friends Walk organized by the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul on Sunday, September 26 at 
1:00 PM. This year a 2-mile walk will take place at 
Innovation Hills, 2800 W. Hamlin Road in Rochester Hills. 
The event helps us serve more of our neighbors in need. If 
you can’t make it yourself, please consider sponsoring our 
Parish walkers.  
 

Sign-up and sponsorship detail is available at 
the parish information counter, or you may 
contact Karen Nichols at kdn3241@gmail.com; 
phone at 248-227- 6291. 

http://www.redcrossblood.org
mailto:chris.reynaert@gmail.com
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Stewardship 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

“How Can I Keep From Singing?” 
by John Hannigan 

 

When I first began attending Mass at St. Thomas More 
parish, one thing I noticed most was that this is a 
community of parishioners who love to sing. That is why it 
was so frustrating when pandemic restrictions kept us from 
singing even after our celebration of the Liturgy in-person 
was restored. This affected all of us in the pews but more 
sadly when it shut down the choir. Thank God we are 
singing again! And thank God the choir is now coming back, 
too!  

Singing in choir - the schola cantorum - has a beautiful 
liturgical function directed to “... the glory of God and the 
sanctification of the faithful,” ennobling our worship (SC 
112). The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM 
§39) emphasizes the importance of singing, noting how St. 
Paul instructed the faithful to gather together to sing 
psalms and hymns with gratitude and joy (Col 3:16). The 
choir exercises a key “liturgical function … fostering the 
active participation of the faithful through the 
singing” (GIRM §103), giving witness to our joy. “Singing is 
the sign of the heart’s joy” and St. Augustine said “singing is 
for one who loves.” And the GIRM cites the ancient proverb: 
“One who sings well prays twice.”  

Our choir director, Brian Foos, restarted rehearsals. He 
and other choir members invite you to join in the song, to 
join the choir. Yes, you. You are very likely already singing in 
church. Why not just move from “your” pew and sing with 
the choir? Brian knows all the reasons why folks hesitate 
and they are unfortunate myths. You don’t have to have a 
great voice: different voices blend well in choir. The voice 
God gave you is the one He wants you to raise in song. You 
don’t have to be able to “sight-read” music: most members 
can’t. You don’t need experience: it is fun to learn.   

There are good reasons to join a choir, including to 
belong and make new friends, for the fun. There are health-
related reasons like stress reduction, and odd reasons like … 
for the aerobics (?) and for the jokes - Q: How many 
baritones does it take to screw in a light bulb? A: None. They 
can't get that high.  

But the best reasons to join the choir are to worship 
God, giving back to Him your voice, sharing your gift with 
the community, and witnessing to others your joy. Of all 
musical instruments, the human voice is the most perfect 
because it is most able to give expression to emotions that 
can sway the hearts of men and women to joy, to love and 
to God. 

Comments/Questions?  UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

St. Vincent de Paul Donations at Work 
 

With your kind and generous donations, and sometimes with the 
assistance of other SVdP Conferences, St. Thomas More SVdP 
Conference has helped many families in a multitude of ways.  
Here are some examples of what we were able to accomplish this 
past year: 
 

• Gave out $25 Kroger gift cards to 300 families in need of food 
during the pandemic 

• Housed a mom and her 6 children for 2 weeks after their 
eviction while new housing was secured 

• Purchased a used car for a large family that had no 
transportation 

• Paid rent for several families who were experiencing 
hardship due to the pandemic 

• Paid water bills, phone bills and utility bills  

• Purchased, sorted, bagged and delivered food for 40 families 
identified as being in need to help sustain them during the 
Christmas holidays 

• Paid security deposits for families transitioning out of 
homelessness 

• Supplied household goods and clothing for families 
transitioning out of homelessness 

• Supported victims of floods, fires and other disasters 

• Built a home for a man and his family in Ecuador 

• Paid back taxes for a senior citizen 

• Helped pay rent for South Oakland Food Depot. Additionally, 
your First of the Month food donations help feed the families 
who visit the food depot. 

 

As you can see, with your donations, you have sheltered the 
homeless, fed and clothed the needy, and brought hope and 
smiles to many families. May you be rewarded a hundredfold for 
your generosity. 
 

To support our group, please continue to use your green SVdP 
donation envelope that is included in the mailings of St. Thomas 
More’s contribution envelopes. If you’re an online giver, you can 
allocate your donation through your online account, or simply 
drop your donation check written out to SVdP in the offertory box 
at church. 
 

If you know of anyone experiencing difficulties such as bill 
paying or having enough money for food, please refer them to 
our help line: 248-530-4654.  We do not discriminate based on 
religion, gender or ethnicity.  Thank you, and God bless you all! 

mailto:UnleashSTM@gmail.com
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PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Father Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888    dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555    dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444    bjfoos@gmail.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager/Social Media 

248-647-2222 x. 7777    lois@stmoffice.com 
 

Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 
248-647-2222 x. 3311    kathy@stmoffice.com 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Josylin Mateus, Director 

248-647-4680 x.5533    josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Ella Prendi, Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544    ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 

 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar 

248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
4580 Adams Rd 
Troy, MI  48098 

 

PARISH OFFICES 
Main Office:  248-647-2222 

Faith Formation Office:   248-647-4680 
Fax:   248-647-8192 

 

Hours:  Monday - Thursday 
9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com  
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

Community Interest Parish Directory 

 

Calling All Women ~ You are invited 
to immerse yourself 

in the Life of Jesus Christ 
 
 

 Many of us know ABOUT Jesus, but do we really KNOW 
Him? 

 Come encounter Jesus in an ever-deeper and more 
intimate way 

 Walk where Jesus walked—video filmed in the Holy 
Land 

 Be inspired and empowered to center your life around 
Him 

 

Jesus ~ The Way, the Truth, and the Life 
 

Ten Wednesdays:  9/29 - 12/15 (skip 11/24 & 12/8) 
1:00 - 2:30pm     OR     7:00 - 8:30pm 

(Study written and presented by Marcellino D’Ambrosio, 
Jeff Cavins, and Edward Sri) 

 

Families of Parishes 
Sacred Heart Church, Father Kreft Hall 

3400 S. Adams Road, Auburn Hills, MI  48326 
Cost:  $29.95 to purchase your own “Study Set” at 

ascensionpress.com 
 

For more information, see Registration Form available on 
the Information Counter 

Questions? Call Nancy Piotrowski t 248-709-5970 

 

Ave Maria Fall Fest Invitation 
Saturday, October 9 

4:00pm Dinner/5:00pm Program 
 
 
 

Attention high school and homeschool Juniors and Seniors 
(and parents), college students and post graduates! You are 
invited to the annual Ave Maria Fall Fest on Saturday, 
October 9th at the Outdoor Pavilion of the Monaghan 
Residence in Ann Arbor, MI.  Dinner at 4:00pm with the 
program beginning at 5:00pm. Enjoy BBQ fall favorites, 
cider & donuts, sundae bar, live music, yard games and 
giveaways. Meet admission representatives and alumni and 
learn about these generous scholarships:  Ave Maria 
University—Michigan Scholarship $28,000 ($7,000 per 
year) and Michigan Homeschool Faith Scholarship $36,000 
($9,000 per year).  Ave Maria School of Law—Michigan/
Toledo Full-Tuition Scholarship (Plus Stipend). 
 

Event is FREE – Registration is required by Friday, October 
1st to attend! For more information and to register, go to 
AveMariaFoundation.org or call 734-930-3441. 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
http://ascensionpress.com
http://www.avemariafoundation.org/

