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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

Reflections From 
Deacon Don 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

On the day I was married my dad had clipped a small verse 
out of the news paper. I liked it so much I have carried it in 
my wallet ever since. This is what it says, 
 

Woman was created from the rib of man 
she was not made from his head to top him 

nor from his feet to be trampled upon 
but from his side, to be equal to him, 

and near his heart, to be loved. 
 

My dad was a true witness to this love by the way he took 
care of my mom. She was equal to him, and near his heart 
and loved. 
 

 In our first reading from Genesis, God casts man into a 
deep sleep and takes one of his ribs to make a mate for the 
man, and the man calls her woman. The Lord goes on to 
say, "That is why a man leaves his father and mother and 
clings to his wife, and the two of them become one flesh." 
 

 In our gospel from Mark, the Pharisees are trying to 
catch Jesus by asking Him if it was ok for a man to divorce 
his wife. He tells them from the beginning of creation, God 
made them male and female. For this reason a man shall 
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and 
the two shall become one flesh. “Therefore, what God has 
joined together, no human being must separate." 
 

 I learned a life lesson back in 2008 when I came home 
from work and found my wife in tears. When I asked what 
was wrong she said, "I have cancer." All of a sudden my 
world stopped turning. We were in the middle of classes at 
the Seminary and it suddenly seemed irrelevant. The only 
thing that mattered was to get her through this. The lesson 
came from our readings, "the two of them become one 
flesh." My wife had physical cancer but I had spiritual 
cancer. I was 99.8 percent positive that God would heal 
her, but there was that .2 percent of doubt in my mind. By 
the grace of God the surgery went well and at the end of 
this month we celebrate 12 years of being cancer free. My 
lesson was that when one has cancer or another illness, the 
other has it as well, and we need to remember to pray for 
the spouse because they are hurting as much as the person 
who is physically ill. So I pray you use this lesson that I 
learned without going through the hurt that I endured. 
Pray for the spouse because they are often forgotten. 
 

God bless, Deacon Don 

 
 

  On October 8th Monsignor Rice  
  celebrates 44 years of priestly life. 
  The commitment to his vocation is  
  worthy of celebration and  
  congratulations, whether one year  
  or forty-four. In a world with  
  changing views on religion and  
  faith, remaining steadfast to your  
  faith in God is a challenge.  
  Monsignor Rice  rises to that  

challenge every day. He shares his faith with us during the 
celebration of Mass, when anointing the sick, or comforting a 
family dealing with loss. 
 

Happy Anniversary Monsignor Rice! 
God Bless you 

and thank you for your 44 years of service! 

1977 
October 8 

RESPECT LIFE 
 

 Today Catholics are observing “Respect Life Sunday.”  
This day, and all through the month of October, is a special 
time for us to recommit ourselves to the defense of human 
life in all its stages, starting with the most vulnerable of all, 
the unborn. 
 

 We live in a world that sadly is showing a diminishing 
lack of respect for life.  Terrorists attacks throughout the 
world, in which so many people are hurt or killed, is a 
terrible example of what humans can do to fellow human 
persons when they do not respect the sacredness of each 
life. 
 

 The Catholic Church is a strong supporter of what Saint 
John Paul II called the “Gospel of Life.”  We revere human 
life as created in the image and likeness of God.  Each life is 
important;  each person unique. 
 

Respect for human life calls each of us, now with a special 
urgency, to make our voices heard.  In the face of terrible 
destruction and violence, we need to ask God to inspire 
people to choose good over evil and soften each human 
heart to embrace the Gospel of Life. 
 

 Have a wonderful week and lets remember each other 
in prayer. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 
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Prayer Requests 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  October 2 
  4:30p  Eilleen Callanan Dunlop—3rd Anniversary 
   Michael S. Jarosz 
   James David Pawlowski 
 

Sunday  October 3 
  8:30a  Vivian Boike 
   Patty O’Callaghan—Special Intention 
   Nancy Fountas—3rd Anniversary 
   Brenda Rearden 
   Mary B. Whiting—1st Anniversary 
 

11:30a  Peggy DeVos 
   Jim Dunleavy 
   Michael S. Jarosz 
   Modesta and Manuel Ogoy 
   John Peteuil—Birthday Intention 
 

Wednesday October 6 
  9:00a  For the People of St. Thomas More 
 

Saturday  October 9 
  4:30p  Dan Byrne, Sr. 
   Patricia Granett 
   Michael McNally—Birthday Remembrance 
   Arthur and Marilyn Neate 
 

Sunday  October 10 
  8:30a  Jim Muller—Birthday Remembrance 
   Louise Palchesko—Birthday Remembrance 
 

11:30a  Joseph Beshara 
   Peggy DeVos 
   Jim Dunleavy 
   John F. Dwyer—54th Anniversary 
   Nancy Fountas 
   John Kraft—2nd Anniversary 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Tom Cavanaugh—friend of STM SVdP 
†  Fr. Timothy Dombrowski 

†  Jerome (Tim) Esper—brother of Fr. John Esper 
†  Deacon Richard Hulan 

†  Greg Rzeppa—friend of Samantha Strong 
†  Eugene Yuhas—husband of Virginia 

Rosanne Bishop 
Kim Cichowicz 

Lauri Dannemiller 
John DiClemente 

Diane Farrar 
Nancy Heffernan 
David Hudgens 
Gregory Mack 

Jonathan Medved 
Nicholas Rinehart 

Joe Sokolowski 
Diane Thomas 

Betty Toton 
Helen VanLoon 
Rita Vuylsteke 
Helen Walczak 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

Lt. Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

 
 
 
 

Respect Life Sunday, October 3 
 

Heavenly Father, the beauty and dignity of human life was 
the crowning of your creation. You further ennobled that 
life when your Son became one with us in his incarnation. 

Help us to realize the sacredness of human life and to 
respect it from the moment of conception until the last 

moment at death. Give us courage to speak with truth and 
love and with conviction in defense of life. Help us to extend 
the gentle hand of mercy and forgiveness to those who do 
not reverence your gift of life. To all, grant pardon for the 

times we have failed to be grateful for your precious gift of 
life or to respect it in others. We ask this in Jesus' Name. 

Amen.  

 
 
 
 

The St. Thomas More Intercessory Prayer Service is 
Wednesday, October 13 at 7:00 pm. 

 

Please join us to pray for intentions submitted by our parish 
members and for your own personal intentions. 
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Worship 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—OCTOBER 9 & 10, 2021 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Don Baross 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

READER Ed Demerly Joe Widina Barbara Lepri 

SERVERS James Wood Isela Mulcahy Duarte Bobone 

USHERS Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemak 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 

Zack Azzam 
Norm Cicone 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cary Sheremet Larry Jeziorski Zack Azzam 

Readings for the Week of October 3, 2021 
 

Sunday Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Gn 2:18-24; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6; Heb 2:9-
 11; Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12 
Monday Memorial of Saint Francis of Assisi 
 Jon 1:1—2:2, 11; Jon 2:3, 4, 5, 8;  
 Lk 10:25-37 
Tuesday Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos, Priest 
 Jon 3:1-10; Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4ab, 7-8;  
 Lk 10:38-42 
Wednesday Saint Bruno, Priest; Blessed Marie Rose 
 Durocher, Virgin 
 Jon 4:1-11; Ps 86:3-4, 5-6, 9-10; Lk 11:1-4 
Thursday Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary 
 Mal 3:13-20b; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6;  
 Lk 11:5-13 
Friday Jl 1:13-15; 2:1-2; Ps 9:2-3, 6 and 16, 8-9; 
 Lk 11:15-26 
Saturday Saint Denis, Bishop, and Companions, 
 Martyrs; Saint John Leonardi, Priest 
 Jl 4:12-21; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12;  
 Lk 11:27-28 
Sunday Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Wis 7:7-11; Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17; 
 Heb 4:12-13; Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-27 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Call to Serve as Usher 
 

“Each one of you has received a special grace, so, like good 
stewards responsible for all these varied graces of God, put it 

at the service of others.” 1 Peter 4:10 
 

The ministries at St. Thomas More are built upon 
volunteerism. We all benefit greatly from the efforts of 
those who serve in the liturgy. We need more ushers (men 
and women), especially for 4:30 Mass on Saturday. Ushers 
are the first “faces” of the parish, and their welcoming 
nature has certainly been a contributing factor in preparing 
people to experience more fruitful participation in the 
liturgy of the Mass. If the Holy Spirit prompts you to serve 
as an usher or you know that someone needs to be asked, 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me after Mass, 
email me at dcnmichael@stmoffice.com, or call at the 
parish office. I look forward to talking with you and 
encourage you to answer God’s call! 

       Deacon Michael Stach 
 
 

Call to Serve in Music Ministry 
 

The Handbell Choir will be starting again! Rehearsals will be 
at 10:00 am on Wednesday mornings in Classroom 6, 
tentatively scheduled to begin October 20. We will be 
starting Christmas music! Come and join us. If you are 
interested in being a part of this music ministry, please 
contact me at bjfoos@gmail.com. 

       Brian Foos 

mailto:dcnmichael@stmoffice.com
mailto:bjfoos@gmail.com
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In our Parish 

STM BOOK CLUB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The STM Book Club selection for October is Rose Code by 
Kate Quinn. This is a work of historical fiction taking place 
in WW2 England's Benchley Park, the site of code breaking 
work. This novel is described as a fascinating blend of 
romance, mystery, and suspense. Alert - it's over 600 pages 
so get started. 
 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, 10/19 at 10:00am in 
Room 2. Hope to see you there! 

St. Thomas More Blood Drive 
DONORS NEEDED 
to donate Blood on 

Wednesday, October 6, 2021  
12:00 – 6:00 pm in the Social Hall 

 

Together, we can save a life….. Please volunteer to be a 
donor at the STM American Red Cross Blood Drive. 

 

To sign-up to be a Donor: 
 

Visit www.redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code -
stthomasmore or sign up on the schedule at the 
Information Counter. When online, complete the RAPID 
PASS form for quicker registration. 
 

Volunteers are needed to help during the Blood Drive 
 

If you are able to do a 3 hour shift, 12:00-3:00pm or 3:00-
6:00pm, for more information, or if you have any 
questions, please call Chris Reynaert at 248-645-2663 or 
email chris.reynaert@gmail.com. 

Help the Mentally and 
Developmentally Impaired! 

Support the Knights’ Columbus Day 
‘Tootsie Roll Drive’! 

 

Members of the St. Thomas More’s “Round Table” Knights 
of Columbus Council #8659 will be outside of church 
following all the Masses on the weekend of October 9 & 10 
to collect donations to help those with special needs in our 
community. Supporting the compassionate care for those 
with developmental and intellectual disabilities has always 
been an integral part of the Knights pro-life mission. 
 

Please remember to bring cash (unfortunately, no credit 
cards!) and be generous to help support the dedicated local 
charities that help God’s very special children! 
 

Thank you for your support! 

Food Drive 
St. Thomas More CATHOLIC Church 

Faith Formation Program 
 

Donation boxes are in the Gathering Area now through 
October 17, 2021  

To arrange for a home pick-up call/text 248-765-7126 
 
 
 
 

Food will be donated to 
Our st. thomas more 
St. Vincent dE Paul 

 THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

 Sunday, October 3 
 SVdP 1st of the Month Collection 
 Faith Formation Grades 6-8, 7p 
 

 Monday, October 4 
 Justice and Peace Meeting, 7p 
 

 Tuesday, October 5 
 Faith Formation Grades 1-5, 5p, 6:45p 
 

 Wednesday, October 6 
 Mass, 9a  (Rosary before Mass) 
 Red Cross Blood Drive, 12 Noon 
 Faith Formation Preschool/K, 4p 
 Walking with Purpose, 7p 
 

 Thursday, October 7 
 Walking with Purpose, 10a 
 Faith Formation Grades 1-3. 4p 
 Choir Rehearsal, 7:30p 
 

 Saturday, October 9 
 K of C Tootsie Roll Drive 
 

 Sunday, October 10 
 K of C Tootsie Roll Drive 
 Faith Formation Grade 6-8, 7p 
 Grade 8 Faith Formation Parent/Student Meeting, 7p 

http://www.redcrossblood.org
mailto:chris.reynaert@gmail.com
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Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE 

Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

Helping Others Enter the Church 
by John Hannigan 

 

The parish is asking you to invite one person to explore 
becoming a Catholic by participating in RCIA, the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults. RCIA is also a wonderful 
opportunity for current Catholics to delve more deeply into 
their faith. 

 

Our mission as Christians is to share the Good News 
that Jesus is the answer to all our questions about 
goodness, happiness, and our true purpose in life. Yes, we 
share our faith by the example of our daily lives when 
people know we are Catholic, but our calling as disciples is 
also meant to be more direct. Jesus drew others to Him. He 
welcomed those who knocked (Matt 7:7; Rev 3:20). But He 
also actively sought people out. To imitate Christ we, too, 
ought to be active in inviting others to join His Church. 

 

Unleash the Gospel tells about the Good Shepherd who 
goes after the one lost sheep (Luke 15:4) to remind us Jesus 
expects us to reach out to the lost. I really don’t think of my 
non-Catholic or non-practicing Catholic loved ones as 
“lost,” but I do hope for more for them. I pray that they 
may come to know fully of God’s Mercy and the Graces 
available in the Church’s Sacraments. Jesus wants us to go 
out of our way to invite others into a relationship with 
Him within His Church. In this, “Christ’s primary mission 
must be ours as well” (Marker 8.2). 

 

The RCIA program in our parish family begins soon. Yet 
the people we know and love who may be seeking more in 
life, those interested, curious or unsure about the Church, 
are unlikely to read this Bulletin. That is why it falls to you, 
as a joyful missionary disciple, to invite them. This would 
just be an invitation, you offering something for their 
consideration, something you think they may well enjoy. 
Regarding people who are not members of the Church, 
Unleash the Gospel teaches that “every parishioner” is “to 
seek them, invite them, welcome them and accompany 
them on the way” (Marker 8.2).  

 

The RCIA program is a valuable opportunity for a small 
group of adults to explore together what the Catholic 
Church offers, through mutual support and by learning 
from and praying for each other. 

 

Please contact me, or encourage the person you invite 
to RCIA to contact me, at UnleashSTM@gmail.com for 
more information about RCIA.  There is no obligation; I am 
happy to answer any questions. 

Respect Life Month—The Gospel of Life 
 

To all the members of the Church, the people of life and for 
life, I make this most urgent appeal, that together we may 

offer this world of ours new signs of hope, and work to 
ensure that justice and solidarity will increase and that a 

new culture of human life will be affirmed, for the building 
of an authentic civilization of truth and love. 

 

John Paul II 
Evangelim Vitae 

paragraph 6 

Stewardship Reflections 
GN 2:18-24; PS 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6; HEB 2:9-11; 

MK 10:2-16 OR 10:2-12 
 

Our readings this week speak to each of our domestic 
churches — the little churches that we call our families. 
 

The First Reading from the book of Genesis takes us to the 
beginning of creation when God made man and woman. 
When Adam sees the woman he says, “This one, at last, is 
bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be 
called ‘woman.’” 
 

We can almost hear the longing, 
gratitude, and appreciation in 
Adam’s voice when he meets Eve 
as he says, “at last.” She was a gift 
because she was an equal partner 
to him. 
 

This was before the fall of man, 
meaning sin had not entered the world. Adam and Eve only 
viewed each other in total acceptance and love. 
 

Our Gospel brings us to life after sin had entered the world 
— a time that is familiar to us. As the Pharisees questioned 
Jesus about divorce, He expressed that Moses permitted it 
because of the hardness of man’s heart. However, Jesus 
was calling them to deeper holiness. He was calling them to 
restore the original plan God had intended for marriage, “A 
man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his 
wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 
 

Jesus’ words still apply to us here and now in each of our 
domestic churches. It is the task of families to tirelessly 
work to restore God’s original plan for marriage and family 
life — homes filled with gratitude, acceptance, and love. 
 

It takes a daily commitment to live out our call to holiness 
to restore our families to this beautiful image. 

mailto:UnleashSTM@gmail.com
http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_25031995_evangelium-vitae.html
https://catholicsteward.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7966b83159749778babff90a2&id=007d93408a&e=497068954e
https://catholicsteward.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7966b83159749778babff90a2&id=007d93408a&e=497068954e
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PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Father Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888    dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555    dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444    bjfoos@gmail.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager/Social Media 

248-647-2222 x. 7777    lois@stmoffice.com 
 

Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 
248-647-2222 x. 3311    kathy@stmoffice.com 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Josylin Mateus, Director 

248-647-4680 x.5533    josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Ella Prendi, Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544    ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 

 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar 

248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
4580 Adams Rd 
Troy, MI  48098 

 

PARISH OFFICES 
Main Office:  248-647-2222 

Faith Formation Office:   248-647-4680 
Fax:   248-647-8192 

 

Hours:  Monday - Thursday 
9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com  
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

Community Parish Directory 

Climate Emergency: 
How Do We Respond as 

People of Faith? 

 

“Bring the whole human family 
together … for we know that things 
can change.” 
           Pope Francis, Laudato Si#13 
 
 

With these words and more, we hear Pope Francis 
challenge the entire Church and world to make concrete 
actions on behalf of the health of the planet.  On October 
24th, hosted at St. Thomas More Parish, Fr. Charles Morris 
from Madonna University will discuss the specifics of the 
Laudato Si Action Platform laid out by the Vatican this 
week. Fr. Morris will also share his personal journey of 
moving from faith to action through his involvement with 
Michigan Interfaith Power & Light. All are welcome! 
 

Sunday, October 24, 2-4 pm 
St. Thomas More Parish 

4580 Adams Rd, Troy 48098 
 

Sponsored by the South Oakland  
Justice and Peace Committee 

 
 

“I wish to address every person living on this planet.  In this 
Encyclical, I would like to enter into dialogue with all 
people about our common home.” 
         Pope Francis, Laudato Si #3 

Benefit Dinner Dance 
& Silent Auction 

 

Saturday November 6, 2021 
6:00 to 9:00 PM 

 

St. Kenneth Catholic Church 
14951 North Haggerty Road 

Plymouth, MI 48170 
 

Only 200 tickets: $75/person 
For tickets or to donate contact Frank: 

fogartyfrank3@gmail.com 
or 248-225-8687 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:fogartyfrank3@gmail.com

