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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

Readings for the Week of November 7, 2021 
 

Sunday Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 1 Kgs 17:10-16; Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10; 
 Heb 9:24-28; Mk 12:38-44 or 12:41-44 
Monday Wis 1:1-7; Ps 139:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8, 9-10;  
 Lk 17:1-6 
Tuesday Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran  
 Basilica Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 
  8-9;1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17; Jn 2:13-22 
Wednesday Memorial of Saint Leo the Great, Pope and 
 Doctor of the Church 
 Wis 6:1-11; Ps 82:3-4, 6-7; Lk 17:11-19 
Thursday Memorial of Saint Martin of Tours, Bishop 
 Wis 7:22b—8:1; Ps 119:89, 90, 91, 130, 
 135, 175; Lk 17:20-25 
Friday Memorial of Saint Josaphat, Bishop and  
 Martyr Wis 13:1-9; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5ab;  
 Lk 17:26-37 
Saturday Memorial of Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini,  
 Virgin Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9; Ps 105:2-3,  
 36-37, 42-43; Lk 18:1-8 
Sunday Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Dn 12:1-3; Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11;  
 Heb 10:11-14, 18; Mk 13:24-32 

THIS MONTH OF REMEMBRANCE 
 

 During the entire month of November the Church 
invites us to reverently and prayerfully remember those 
who have gone before us in death. We are also encouraged 
to reflect upon the mystery of death, especially in terms of 
our relationship with Christ. 
 

 We are all embarked on this earthly journey. Many of 
us are beset by fears. However, our fear of death is our 
deepest fear and lies at the root of most of our other fears.  
But our Christian faith ought to make a big difference in 
the way we see death. The story of every Christian’s life is 
the story of a friendship with Jesus. This friendship begins 
with an encounter with Christ (at baptism). It also ends 
with an encounter with Christ (at death). 
 

 For those with faith, death ceases to be an encounter 
with the unknown. Instead, it becomes an encounter with 
Jesus. To someone who has made Jesus the invisible 
companion of the journey of life, and whose life has been 
inspired by Christ’s teaching, death becomes a meeting 
with a good friend, in fact, with an older brother. When 
death comes, Jesus comes also, bringing the everlasting life 
which he won for us with his own death. 
 

 What each of us must do is very clear. We must strive 
to ensure that the Christ who linked his life with ours at 
Baptism, making us children of God and heirs to eternal 
life, does not remain a shadowy figure on the margins of 
our lives, but becomes a friend in whom we are learning 
to confide more and more. 
 

 This relationship with Jesus is at the very heart of the 
Christian life. However, it is something we must work at.  
While we are on earth, as Paul says, “we see in a mirror 
dimly.” Our knowledge of God, and of the things of God, is 
limited and easily gets clouded over. Besides this, our path 
is strewn with difficulties, puzzles, and temptations. 
 

 If our relationship with Jesus is the most important 
thing in our life, then death will lose its power over us, and 
we will be able to live in the joy and freedom of the 
children of God. Those who have developed a close and 
warm relationship with Christ during life will find it easier 
to recognize and trust him when he comes at death. 
 

 Jesus comes to us many times during life, summoning 
us to a deeper and fuller life, a life more in keeping with 
our dignity as children of the Father.  

When he comes to us at death, he will do for us what the 
Scriptures tell us he did for the little boy at Naim. He will 
awaken us to life, not however to this earthly life which 
must one day cease, but to eternal life which will never 
cease. 
 

 So during this month of November remember those 
you loved and who had such an effect on your life. Ask 
them to help you through the journey of life by their 
prayers for you when they enter into God’s kingdom.  
Together let us ask the Lord to strengthen and confirm us in 
faith, in hope, and in love, so that we may bring His peace 
to one another and one day stand united with all the saints 
who praise God eternally. 
 

 Have a wonderful week. Please find a place for me in 
your prayers. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 
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Prayer Requests 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  November 6 
  4:30p  Joseph Leeper 
 

Sunday  November 7 
  8:30a  Special Health Intentions 
   Matthew Lyons 
   Patty O’Callaghan—Special Intention 
   Martha Whiting—Special Intentions 
 

11:30a  Peggy DeVos 
   Jim Dunleavy 
   Sr. Joan Rice 
 

Wednesday November 10 
  9:00a  Msgr. Michael Dylag, Birthday Remembrance 
 

Saturday  November 13 
  4:30p  Jim Henning—Special Intention 
 

Sunday  November 14 
  8:30a  Dan Wellman 
 

11:30a  Peggy DeVos 
   Jim Dunleavy 
   Ann Henning—Birthday Remembrance 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  John H. Champion 
†  William Hanna—husband of Shannon Hanna 

†  Deacon Robert Herta 
†  Deacon Rafael Jimenez 

†  Mario Moscone—husband of Elaine Moscone 
 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

Rosanne Bishop 
Lauri Dannemiller 
John DiClemente 

Brian Foos 
Beatrice Gosine 

Nancy Heffernan 

Jonathan Medved 
Nicholas Rinehart 

Joe Sokolowski 
Diane Thomas 
Helen Walczak 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

Lt. Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 
 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

 
 
 
 
 

The St. Thomas More Intercessory Prayer Service is 
Wednesday, November 10 at 7:00 pm. Please join us to 

pray for intentions submitted by our parish members and 
for your own personal intentions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Honoring All Who Served 
November 11 

 

Prayer for Veterans 
 

Help us, dear God, to see your face in every Veteran we 
encounter. Guide us as we imagine new ways to support 
Veterans and their families. Bring healing and peace to  
all who have been wounded physically, mentally and 
spiritually during wartime. Help us bring your saving  

grace to heal the invisible wounds of war.  
We ask this in Jesus’ holy name.  Amen. 

 
 

         Mario Michael Moscone 
 

     Died on October 31, 2021 
        Buried from St. Thomas More 
        On November 6, 2021 
  

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord and let 
perpetual light shine upon him. Amen 
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Worship 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—NOVEMBER 13 & 14, 2021 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Don Baross 

READER Joan Reddy Barbara Lepri Chuck Moss 

SERVERS Duarte Bobone Isela Mulcahy Claire DePorre 

USHERS Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemak 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 

Zack Azzam 
Norm Cicone 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cathy Mitchell David Michalak Marvin Olane 

Each moment that you spend in His Eucharistic 
Presence will increase His divine life within you  

and deepen your personal relationship and  
friendship with Him. 

 
 

Exposition of the Holy Eucharistic will be on 
Wednesday, November 17 after the 9:00 am Mass 

and end with Benediction at 12 noon. 

National Vocation 
Awareness Week 

 

National Vocation Awareness Week 
will be celebrated in our country this 
week, November 7-13, 2021. Please 
ask Our Lord for more dedicated, holy 
priests, deacons, and consecrated 
men and women. May they be 

inspired by Jesus Christ, supported by our faith community, 
and respond generously to God's gift of vocation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING 
 

The First Sunday of Advent is November 28. During this 
Advent Season, we are asking for St. Thomas More 
parishioners to light the candle( s) of the Advent Wreath 
during weekend Liturgies. You can participate as a family, 
couple, or individual. 
 

If you are interested in participating as a candle lighter for 
the Advent Wreath, please see the sign-up sheet on the 
information counter in the Gathering Area. 

Thanksgiving Eve Family Mass 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, November 24, 7:00pm 
 

Home for Thanksgiving and planning on meeting up with 
friends on Thanksgiving Eve? Start your evening giving 

thanks to God with your parish family and friends. 
 

All are welcome! 
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In our Parish 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The STM Book Club selection for November is: Women of 
the Copper Country by Mary Doria Russel. This book tells 
the stories of the miners and their families in the 
Keweenaw peninsula more than 100 years ago during the 
copper mining boom. 
 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, 11/16 at 10:00am in 
Room 2. Please join us for the discussion. 
 

Hope to see you there! 

Giving Thanks With Grocery Gift Cards 
  

Every year at Thanksgiving the parishioners of St. Thomas 
More generously assist those in need. The grocery gift card 
program has always been a huge success so again this year 
the Christian Service Commission is asking for grocery gift 
cards in lieu of food donations. 
 

The gift cards should be from Kroger or Meijer. The 
preferred denomination is $25.  f you wish to give cash or 
write a check, please note on the envelope or on the check 
that it is a Thanksgiving Basket donation. 
  

Your generosity will assist needy families at Morse 
Elementary School in Troy, as well as families at St. Damien 
of Molokai, our sister parish in Pontiac. The collection will 
continue through the weekend of November 13/14. Please 
use the donation box by the Thanksgiving display in the 
Gathering Area or leave your donation at the Parish Office.  
 

For questions, please contact the Parish 
Office. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of 
those less fortunate in our community 

 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving Senior Lunch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us on Thursday, November 18th at Noon 
For a Thanksgiving Feast – soup, sandwiches, and treats! 

($5.00 at the door) 
 

Fellow parishioner Ed Demerly will be joining us to discuss 
his memoirs and how to record yours! 
 

Please RSVP to the parish office by Monday, November 15. 

 THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

 Sunday, November 7 
 Thanksgiving Gift Card Collection 
 Altar Server Training, 12:30p 
 Faith Formation Classes Grades 6-8, 7p 
 Faith Formation Parent/Student Meeting Grade7, 7p 
 

 Tuesday, November 9 
 Faith Formation Classes Grades 1-5, 5p & 6:45p 
 Worship Meeting, 7p 
 

 Wednesday, November 10 
 Mass, 9a (Rosary before Mass) 
 Christian Service Meeting, 9:45a 
 Baptism Class, 6:30p 
 Intercessory Prayer Group, 7p 
 

 Thursday, November 11 
 Faith Formation Classes Grades 1-3, 4p 
 SVdP Meeting, 7p 
 

 Saturday, November 13 
 Thanksgiving Gift Card Collection 
 Deacon Formation, 8a 
 

 Sunday, November 14 
 Thanksgiving Gift Card Collection 
 Adoration and Benediction, 7p 
 Faith Formation Classes Grades 6-8, 7p 

 

COMING SOON! 
STM CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE 

 

Tags will be on the trees beginning 
the weekend of November 20/21 

Monthly Eucharistic Adoration 
 

Monthly Eucharistic Adoration is available in the evening 
beginning on Sunday, November 14 from 7:00-8:15pm. 
Eucharistic Adoration is when we spend time in prayer with 
Jesus in the form of the Blessed Sacrament. You can pray 
for a few minutes or a holy hour. 
 

Please come and adore our Lord. This is a 
wonderful time to pray for our children and 
their families in our Faith Formation Program or 
pray the Rosary. It is also an opportunity to be 
blessed by one of the deacons during the 
Benediction prior to putting Jesus back into the 
tabernacle. 
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Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

Giving Out of Our Woundedness 
by John Hannigan 

 

Before the St. Vincent de Paul Society or “social safety 
nets” existed, before deacons were created to share the 
Church’s material gifts with the needy (Acts 6:1-7), widows 
and orphans were among the most vulnerable in society. 
“Vulnerable,” from Latin vulnus for wound, also means 
“subject to woundedness.”  

Today’s readings feature widows wounded by 
desperate circumstances. Elijah asks a widow to make him 
a cake (1Kings 17:10-16) although it will exhaust her oil and 
flour. That hardly seems charitable to her, yet she gave 
willingly of everything she had. In the Gospel, Jesus 
observes a poor widow in the temple donating “a few 
cents” from what may be the last of her money. He 
contrasts that gift “from her poverty” with the Scribes who 
hoard honors and “devour the houses of widows” (Mark 
12:38-44). 

The widows’ willingness to give everything is what 
distinguished their generosity, not some promise that God 
would provide a “return on investment.” Out of their 
woundedness, a hungry person was fed, temple worship 
was sustained, and blessings were received. The perfect 
model of complete self-giving is, of course, Jesus who 
“emptied himself ... becoming obedient unto death, even 
death on a cross” (Phil 2:7-8). Out of His wounds came 
every drop of His life-giving blood and the gift of salvation. 
In imitation of Christ, we are asked to give willingly out of 
our substance, not our excess. Even when we pray to ask 
for what we need, we should begin by giving praise and 
glory to God.        

About these readings, Bishop Robert Barron noted that 
a fundamental truth about “the spiritual life is that 
abundance comes from the willing gift.” Both widows gave 
out of their poverty. One received abundant food. We 
don’t know what the widow in the temple may have 
received, just as we may not recognize gifts we have 
received.   

Spiritual gifts can come from our wounds. If our wound 
is doubt, sharing what faith we have with others can 
strengthen our faith. If our wound is fear, by encouraging 
others we can gain courage. If our wound is sadness, 
bringing joy to others can lighten our burden. If our wound 
is anxiety, being an instrument of Christ’s peace can soothe 
us. Giving from our vulnerability is trusting that God will 
bless us and provide abundantly. 

 

Comments? Questions? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

Thirty-Second Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Eighteen years ago my wife and I were R.C.I.A. sponsors. 
There was a couple, Ben and Betsy (not their real names) in 
the classes. Betsy was Ben's fiancé and also his R.C.I.A. 
sponsor. Through the year we got to know them and 
became good friends. We would often go out for breakfast 
together after Sunday Mass. They waited to get married 
until all of Ben's debts were paid off. They planned that two 
months after Ben's truck was paid off, they would get 
married. They were a very faith filled couple who trusted in 
the Lord. 
 

 In our gospel, Jesus is teaching the crowds about the 
rich and haughty and how they conduct their lives. Then He 
sits across from the treasury and watches how people 
contributed. As He watches the rich, a poor widow catches 
His attention as she puts two small coins into the treasury. 
Jesus tells the crowds that this poor widow gave more than 
the rest because she gave all she had. Jesus is trying to 
teach them that God would take care of them, they only 
need to trust in Him. 
 

 Our couple that I spoke about before, Ben and Betsy 
heard this gospel one Sunday morning. Ben only had 
twenty dollars to last him until Friday when he would get 
his paycheck. Trusting in the Lord he put his twenty dollars 
in the collection basket. We asked them if they wanted to 
join us for breakfast and Ben then told us what he had 
done and we bought their breakfast that morning. Ben 
knowing that he couldn't buy his lunch on Monday decided 
to go home for lunch. As he pulled into his driveway the 
mail person was coming down the sidewalk and gave him 
his mail. As he walked back to the house he noticed a letter 
from his bank, he opened it and there was a check and a 
letter saying that he had over paid the last payment on his 
truck. It was then Ben had experienced how God was 
taking care of him and Betsy because they trusted in God. 
 

 I have had many experiences like Ben had because I 
too have trusted in God to give me what I needed. Years 
ago I would have thought it was crazy to trust in God. I 
always thought that Don was the only person to take care 
of Don and I would hold on to everything. Now I trust in 
God and am willing to give knowing that He will be there to 
give me more. God will never be out done. 
 

 So do you hold on to things and not want to give or 
will you trust in God to give you what you need? The choice 
is yours. 
 

God bless, Deacon Don 

Reflections 
FROM DEACON DON 

mailto:UnleashSTM@gmail.com
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PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Father Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888    dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555    dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444    bjfoos@gmail.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager/Social Media 

248-647-2222 x. 7777    lois@stmoffice.com 
 

Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 
248-647-2222 x. 3311    kathy@stmoffice.com 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Josylin Mateus, Director 

248-647-4680 x.5533    josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Ella Prendi, Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544    ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 

 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar 

248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
4580 Adams Rd 
Troy, MI  48098 

 

PARISH OFFICES 
Main Office:  248-647-2222 

Faith Formation Office:   248-647-4680 
Fax:   248-647-8192 

 

Hours:  Monday - Thursday 
9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com  
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

Parish and Community Parish Directory 

St. Hugo of the Hills Altar Guild 
Cordially Invites You To Attend Our 

Christmas Boutique and Strolling Luncheon 
 

Friday, November 19, 2021, 10:30 am – 2:30 pm 
St. Hugo of the Hills Church Parish Hall 

Vendor Shopping and Strolling Lunch 
 

$40 per person 
$55 per person for Patron (includes raffle ticket) 

Lunch and Wine/Beverages Included 
 

RSVP and mail checks payable to 
St. Hugo of the Hills Altar Guild 

by Friday, November 12, 2021 to: 
Denise Bigelow 

2850 Lake Charnwood 
Troy, MI  48098 

 

For more information, please contact: 
Karen Seitz 248-762-4364 
seitz.karen7@gmail.com 

 

Families of Parishes 

    St. Catherine of Siena Academy 
       Join Us for our Open House! 
Thursday, November 11, 6:00 – 8:00pm 
28200 Napier Rd, Wixom, MI 48393 
 

Deciding on which high school is best for your daughter? 
St. Catherine of Siena Academy is an all-girls Catholic high 
school located in Wixom, MI. Our mission is to educate 
young women to know their feminine genius – their 
dignity, identity, and gifts as women created in the image 
of God! Rooted in their identity as daughters of God and 
formed by our rigorous academic program, our graduates 
are empowered with the courage to live boldly and bring 
their unique gifts to the world. Learn more about the 
athletic, extracurricular, academic, and faith opportunities 
that await your daughter in the SCA sisterhood by visiting 
www.saintcatherineacademy.org and registering to attend 
our upcoming Open House! Registration to Shadow is 
available online as well! Register today and be a STAR for 
a day at SCA! 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
http://www.saintcatherineacademy.org

