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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

You Can Be a Comfort to the Bereaved 
 

 Last week I spoke of November being the “Month of 
Remembrance” Everyone of us, I am willing to believe, has 
lost someone special to death, and so many times the grief 
and sorrow associated with their death lingers for a long 
time. It is not easy, nor is it necessary to forget those who 
are gone. That is why it is good to pray for them, and 
through them, so we won’t forget. May our prayers bring 
comfort to all who mourn and grieve. In this spirit, I 
recalled coming across a list of “DO’s and DON’T” offered 
by Fr. Michael Gabriel of Lansing, Illinois that may help you 
bring comfort to someone grieving the loss of a loved one. 
 

DO: 

• Let your genuine concern and sharing show. 

• Be available to listen, to run errands, to help at 
needed times. 

• Say you’re sorry about what happened and about 
their pain. 

• Allow them to express as much grief as they are 
feeling at the moment and are willing to share. 

• Allow them to talk about the person they have lost. 

• Talk about the special endearing qualities the 
person had. 

• Give special attention to the children at the funeral 
and in the months to come. 

• Reassure them that they did everything they could. 

• Love them, listen to them, give them your 
presence. 

 

DON’T: 

• Avoid them because you are uncomfortable. 

• Let your own sense of helplessness keep you from 
reaching out. 

• Say you know how they feel unless you actually do, 
or “You ought to be feeling better by now,” or 
anything else that judges their feelings. 

• Change the subject when they mention the names 
of their loved one. 

• Avoid mentioning the person’s name out of fear. 

• Try to find something positive about death. 

• Make any comment that in any way suggests that 
the care was inadequate. 

 

 Have a wonderful week and in your kindness please 
find a place for me in your prayers. 

        Msgr. Tom Rice 

Thirty-Third Sunday of Ordinary Time 
  

 Most of us can remember being told that we have a 
guarding angel to watch over us. I am sure you remember 
the guarding angel prayer. 
 

Angel of God 

My guardian dear 

To Whom His love 

Commits me here 

Ever this day 

Be at my side 

To light and guard 

To rule and guide. Amen 
 

 Our guarding angel is given to us to keep us from 
harm. I am completely convinced that many times in my life 
I have made my guarding angel work overtime. 
 In our first reading the Lord tells Daniel, "At that time 
there shall arise Michael, the great prince, guardian of your 
people." When I read this I think of St. Michael the 
Archangel as he protects us from the devil. 
 In our gospel Jesus is telling his disciples about a dark 
time that will come, but He goes on to say, "The Son of 
Man will send out the angels and gather His elect." In both 
the first reading and the gospel they talk about the spiritual 
angels. 
 What about the angels sent from God that are human, 
people whose actions have kept us from harm or have 
brought peace and joy to our souls? Perhaps it is as simple 
as holding the door for someone, or wishing someone to 
have a great day, maybe just a smile that will change 
somebody's attitude. I can remember having the battery in 
my truck go bad in a parking lot and God sent an angel to 
jump start my truck and get it started. When I went to the 
auto parts store God sent another angel to change out the 
battery in my truck. 
 Many times in my life I have felt the nudge of God to 
help someone in need that I didn't know, a perfect 
stranger. After I had finished, the look on their face and by 
the sound of their voice, they knew that only by the graces 
of God I was there. The choice is ours to react to the nudge 
of God and be that saving angel or simply ignore it. I pray 
that you be the angel sent by God and bring His saving 
grace to someone who desperately needs it today. 
 

God bless, Deacon Don 

Reflections From 
Deacon Don 
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Prayer Requests 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  November 13 
  4:30p  Jim Henning—Special Intention 
   Frank Nido—Special Intention 
 

Sunday  November 14 
  8:30a  Dan Wellman 
 

11:30a  Peggy DeVos 
   Jim Dunleavy 
   Ann Henning—Birthday Remembrance 
 

Wednesday November 17 
  9:00a  Dan Rankin—Special Intention 
 

Saturday  November 20 
  4:30p  Joanne Leoni Leo 
 

Sunday  November 21 
  8:30a  Shelby Brown 
 

11:30a  Peggy DeVos 
   Jim Dunleavy 
   William McMarlin—23rd Anniversary 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Fr. Richard Elmer, CSB 
†  Beatrice Gosine—mother of Bridget Kavanaugh 

†  Deacon Rafael Jimenez 
†  Mario Moscone—husband of Elaine Moscone 

†  Francesca Spina—mother of Kathi Giles 
 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

Rosanne Bishop 
Maurine Brennan 
Lauri Dannemiller 
John DiClemente 

Brian Foos 
Nancy Heffernan 

Jonathan Medved 
Frank Nido 

Nicholas Rinehart 
Joe Sokolowski 
Helen Walczak 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

Lt. Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 
 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

Readings for the Week of November 14, 2021 
 

Sunday Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Dn 12:1-3; Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11; Heb 10:11-14, 
 18; Mk 13:24-32 
Monday Saint Albert the Great, Bishop and Doctor of 
 the Church  1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63; 
 Ps 119:53, 61, 134, 150, 155, 158; Lk 18:35-43 
Tuesday Saint Margaret of Scotland; Saint Gertrude, 
 Virgin  2 Mc 6:18-31; Ps 3:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; 
 Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday Memorial of Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, 
 Religious  2 Mc 7:1, 20-31; Ps 17:1bcd, 5-6, 8b 
 and 15; Lk 19:11-28 
Thursday The Dedication of the Basilicas of Saints Peter 
 and Paul, Apostles; Saint Rose Philippine 
 Duchesne, Virgin  1 Mc 2:15-29; Ps 50:1b-2,  
 5-6, 14-15; Lk 19:41-44 
 Acts 28:11-16, 30-31; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6; 
 Mt 14:22-33 
Friday 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59; 1 Chr 29:10bcd, 11abc, 
 11d-12a, 12bcd; Lk 19:45-48 
Saturday 1 Mc 6:1-13; Ps 9:2-3, 4 and 6, 16 and 19; 
 Lk 20:27-40 
Sunday Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of 
 the Universe  Dn 7:13-14; Ps 93:1, 1-2, 5; Rv 1:5-8; 
 Jn 18:33b-37 

 

      Beatrice Bernadette Gosine 
 

    Died on November 4, 2021 
        Buried from St. Thomas More 
        On November 9, 2021 
  

Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord 
and let perpetual light shine  

upon her.  Amen 
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Worship 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—CHRIST THE KING—NOVEMBER 20 & 21, 2021 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Don Baross 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

READER John Hannigan Joe Widina Leslie Ward 

SERVERS Amy Surowiec Randy Skala Riley Logan 

USHERS Cary Sheremet 
Ernesto Tuazon 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemak 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 

Zack Azzam 
Norm Cicone 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cary Sheremet Larry Jeziorski Zack Azzam 

Each moment that you spend in His Eucharistic 
Presence will increase His divine life within you  

and deepen your personal relationship and  
friendship with Him. 

 
 

Exposition of the Holy Eucharistic will be on 
Wednesday, November 17 after the 9:00 am Mass 

and end with Benediction at 12 noon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING 
 

The First Sunday of Advent is November 28. During this 
Advent Season, we are asking for St. Thomas More 
parishioners to light the candle( s) of the Advent Wreath 
during weekend Liturgies. You can participate as a family, 
couple, or individual. 
 

If you are interested in participating as a candle lighter for 
the Advent Wreath, please see the sign-up sheet on the 
information counter in the Gathering Area. 

Thanksgiving Eve Family Mass 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, November 24, 7:00pm 
 

Home for Thanksgiving and planning on meeting up with 
friends on Thanksgiving Eve? Start your evening giving 

thanks to God with your parish family and friends. 
 

All are welcome! 
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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We the Christian Community of St. Thomas More, 
in an atmosphere of hospitality, are dedicated to 

proclaiming the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ through excellence in worship, 

education, and service to others. 
 

We believe that the nurturing of the community 
around the Eucharistic Table is extended 

through gatherings which further strengthen and 
support us. We shall pursue this mission faithfully 
through the power of the Holy Spirit and the gifts 

and talents of our members. 

In our Parish 

 
 Winter Weather Coming 
 
 
 
 
 

With fall here and winter weather coming, we will be using 
the coat rooms more. Please take a moment to check the 
coats that have been left over the summer to see if one 
might belong to you. Any coats remaining after the last 
weekend of November will be donated to SVdP. 

Thank you! 

Thanksgiving Senior Lunch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us on Thursday, November 18th at Noon for a 
Thanksgiving Feast – soup, sandwiches, and treats! ($5.00 
at the door). Fellow parishioner Ed Demerly will be joining 
us to discuss his memoirs and how to record yours! 
 

Please RSVP to the parish office by Monday, November 15. 

COMING SOON! 
STM CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE 

 

Tags will be on the trees beginning 
the weekend of November 20/21 

 

A description of the Charities we are sponsoring can be 
found on the Information Counter in the Gathering Area. 

 

Thanksgiving Holiday 
 

  Parish Offices will be closed on 
  Thanksgiving Day, November 25 

 
 

Offices will reopen on Monday, November 29 at 9:30am 

 
 
 
 
 
\ 

 

Christmas Flowers 
 

Christmas Season is almost upon us so please consider 
making a donation in a loved one’s name toward the 
purchase of flowers to decorate the Church for Christmas. 
 

Due to limited space in the bulletin, the list of names will be 
included in the Christmas bulletin on a separate insert. In 
order to meet the publishers deadlines, names must be 
received by December 5th. Names received after December 
5th will be listed in the January 9th bulletin. 
 

Envelopes are in the Gathering Area on the information 
counter. 
 

Thank you for your generosity and continued support 
of St. Thomas More Parish. 

 THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

 Sunday, November 14 
 Thanksgiving Gift Card Collection 
 Adoration and Benediction, 7p 
 Faith Formation Classes Grades 6-8, 7p 
 

 Tuesday, November 16 
 STM Book Club, 10a 
 Faith Formation Classes Grades 1-5, 5p & 6:45p 
 

 Wednesday, November 17 
 Mass, 9a (Rosary before Mass) 
 Adoration and Benediction, 9:30a 
 Walking with Purpose, 7p 
 

 Thursday, November 18 
 Walking with Purpose, 10a 
 Thanksgiving Senior Lunch, 12p 
 Called and Gifted Meeting, 1p 
 Faith Formation Classes Grades 1-3, 4p 
 

 Saturday, November 20 
 Christmas Giving Tree Begins 
 

 Sunday, November 21 
 Christmas Giving Tree Begins 
 Baptism, 12:30p 
 Faith Formation Classes Grades 6-8, 7p 
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Stewardship 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

Detroit’s Synod 16 anticipated Vatican “Synodality” 
by John Hannigan 

 

On Saturday, the feast of Christ the King, Archbishop Allen 
Vigneron will celebrate Mass marking the close five years 
ago of Synod 16, that key moment when we set out on a re
-inspired mission to Unleash the Gospel in southeast 
Michigan. Recall we prepared for Synod 16 with years of 
discussion, reflection and prayer for a new outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit so we may be made “a band of joyful 
missionary disciples.”  

Now Pope Francis has asked every diocese to pray that 
the whole Church be made “a synodal Church … committed 
to listening, praying, and discerning a missionary path 
forward together.” That was very much the focus of Synod 
16 in Detroit. Archbishop Vigneron’s Pastoral Letter 
Unleash the Gospel that came out of Synod 16 set 
Guideposts and Action Steps to help every family and 
parish, and now all Parish Families, be places where each 
member can Encounter Jesus, Grow in relationship with 
Him, and become Witnesses to Christ in the world. 

Pope Francis’ idea for “synodality” - that is, being 
“together on the way”- is that all the baptized share 
responsibility for our mission. Unleash the Gospel calls us to 
do that in every aspect of our daily lives. Just as we 
prepared for Synod 16 in Detroit, Francis is asking bishops 
to prepare for a worldwide synod focusing on 
“Communion, Participation and Mission” in 2023 by 
diocese-wide prayerful listening to the voices of the faithful 
and the inspirations of the Holy Spirit.  

We don’t know how the Archdiocese will engage 
preparation for the worldwide synod, but we have Unleash 
the Gospel. This fifth anniversary of Synod 16 is a perfect 
time to read it - again or for the first time. Most weeks in 
this column I try to unpack a little from the Letter, but there 
is surely something particular in there for you alone. The 
Letter is posted on the STM website under the UNLEASH 
THE GOSPEL banner together with commentary from the 
Archbishop.  

Let us renew our prayer to the Spirit, listening for His 
inspirations on how we can participate more fully in 
mission and prepare for what may come from universal 
“synodality” in 2023. When Archbishop Vigneron gave us 
his Pastoral Letter on the Vigil of Pentecost 2017, he said 
“We are expectantly on watch, praying ardently for the 
Holy Spirit to equip us for the work of unleashing the 
Gospel in this age, in this time, and in this place.” 

 

Comments? Questions? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

Thank You from Morse Elementary School 
 

Dear St. Thomas More Parish Parishioners, 
 

It gives me great pleasure to thank you and your parish for 
your donation of $300 in Meijer gift cards, back packs, and 
a box of school supplies to be used by our students through 
the Tina M. Houser Bridge the Gap food pantry and other 
outreach efforts. Your help makes a BIG difference to the 
students and faculty of Morse Elementary and in the Troy 
School District! We are grateful for your support of our 
school. 
 

Many donors ask, why Morse? Morse Elementary School is 
located in Troy, but we are a special little corner of Troy. 
Our students come from very diverse backgrounds, both 
ethnically and economically. More than half of our students 
speak another language in addition to English in their 
homes, and 4 out of every 10 students come from families 
that qualify for free or reduced-price lunch, which means 
they are living at or below the federal poverty threshold. 
 

From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for helping us to 
do “Whatever it Takes” for our community. 
 

Fondly, 
Mrs. Stephanie Zendler, Ed.S, Principal 

Thank You from the 
Seminary 

 

Thanks to the generosity 
of the parishioners at St. 
Thomas More, our annual 
Halloween celebration 
was a huge success again 

this year! Our neighbors turned out faithfully to celebrate 
with us, with roughly 2,500 attending again this year! This 
year in particular they were extremely thankful that we 
held the event since we had to cancel it last year! The 
atmosphere was filled with laughter and fun. Again, thank 
you so much for your generosity in making the day, week or 
even year of so many of our young neighbors, and for 
helping their parents and grandparents experience the joy 
of seeing them so excited! None of this could be possible 
without you and your kind support. Thank you for sharing 
your missionary spirit, as Pope Francis so often encourages! 
Please keep us in prayer as we do you. 
 

God bless you, 
Jack Jobst 
Seminarian, Diocese of Lansing 

mailto:UnleashSTM@gmail.com
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PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Father Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888    dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555    dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444    bjfoos@gmail.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager/Social Media 

248-647-2222 x. 7777    lois@stmoffice.com 
 

Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 
248-647-2222 x. 3311    kathy@stmoffice.com 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Josylin Mateus, Director 

248-647-4680 x.5533    josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Ella Prendi, Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544    ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 

 

MAINTENANCE 
Ben Olar 

248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
4580 Adams Rd 
Troy, MI  48098 

 

PARISH OFFICES 
Main Office:  248-647-2222 

Faith Formation Office:   248-647-4680 
Fax:   248-647-8192 

 

Hours:  Monday - Thursday 
9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com  
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

Parish and Community Parish Directory 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

As the charitable arm for the corporal works of mercy 
throughout the 6 counties of the Archdiocese of Detroit, 
Catholic Charities of Southeast Michigan Provides critical 
services including feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, 
providing companionship to the lonely, caring for the sick, 
and more - serving thousands each year. How can you 
bless your neighbor? 
 

Go to the Catholic Charities website at: https://ccsem.org/ 
for more information on programs and needs. You can also 
donate with the envelope in your envelope packet, at the 
St. Thomas More website, or ccsem.org. Your generosity is 
appreciated. 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
https://ccsem.org/

