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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

Reflections From 
Deacon Don 

Don’t just GO to Church... 

Be the Church 

Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

 At a Christmas party a few years ago one of my 
nephews sat down next to me and asked if I knew the 
molecular make-up of the atmosphere, and then to my 
surprise he started to tell me. I have to say I was quite 
amazed that this six year old kid was so smart. His mom and 
dad gave him a computer when he was four years old and 
he would look things up and learn about them. At the age 
of fourteen he was testing computer software looking for 
problems. 
 

 In our gospel we hear of this kid named Jesus who is 
amazing the people of the synagogue the same way my 
nephew did me, the only thing Jesus didn't have a 
computer to gather information. The people in the 
synagogue try to discount who He is, but Jesus quickly puts 
them in their place by saying, "Surely you will quote me this 
proverb, 'Physician, cure yourself,' and say, 'Do here in your 
native place the things that we heard were done in 
Capernaum.’" And He said, "Amen, I say to you, no prophet 
is accepted in his own native place." This upsets the people 
and they want to get rid of Him. 
 

 Growing up I always worked hard, played hard and 
sometimes I drank hard. Most of my friends and Donna's 
family knew how I was and were quite surprised that I was 
answering the call to become a deacon. They knew that I 
liked to have a few beers and my language was that of a 
truck driver, but God has plans for each of us. Many of my 
friends and family thought that I would become, "Holier 
than thou," and would want to preach at them for their 
language and drinking. The line in the gospel became a 
reality, "No prophet is accepted in his own native place." 
Many of my friends and family would try to avoid getting 
into conversations with me, but slowly I would win them 
back. I tried to live my life as an example of who God 
wanted me to be. Now many of them look to me for 
questions of their faith. 
 

 I pray that you too, by your example of who God wants 
you to be, draw your family and friends to seek you for 
their questions of their faith. 
 

God bless, Deacon Don 

THE SIGN THAT MEANS A LOT 
 

 As Catholics we do it all the time. We make the “Sign 
of the Cross.” We sign ourselves when we come into 
church, and on our way out, too. We start and end our 
prayers this way as well. But what does that little, oh so 
common, sign of the cross mean? 
 

 The sign of the cross is one of our most ancient 
symbols. Early Christians used the sign of the cross, 
sometimes as a kind of secret code, to identify themselves 
as belonging to Christ. 
 

 Early Christians would trace a small cross on their 
forehead or on their food as a remembrance of their 
participation in the passion, death, and resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus. By signing themselves with the cross, they felt 
they were marked by the sign of faith, members of Christ’s 
body and empowered by the Spirit. They felt like they ”put 
on Christ.” They used the sign of the cross to show that 
Christ was active in their lives. 
 

 Like these early Christians, we too remember, by 
making the sign of the cross that we are stamped with the 
seal of salvation by our baptism. The sign of the cross is an 
outward sign of the power of the Holy Spirit dwelling within 
us. 
 

 By making the sign of the cross we remind ourselves 
that, as Christians in our world, we are intimately involved 
in the paradox of the cross. This symbol of death becomes 
for us the symbol of victory, the “tree of life.” On this cross 
where life was destroyed, our lives are redeemed. This sign 
of destruction is a sign of renewal in a broken world. 
 

 The only begotten Son of God puts his imprint on the 
world in the sign of the cross. As St. Irenaeus put it, “the 
cross with its four dimensions is the perfect sign that it is 
the whole universe that is so sealed...calling creatures 
dispersed in every direction to a knowledge of the Father.” 
 

 So we, too, sign ourselves with the cross so that our 
lives may be transformed. The cross reminds us that “it is 
no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.” With His 
arms open on the cross, Christ reveals to us that we are 
supposed to be His people with arms open as a sign of the 
power of love for the whole world. 
 

 Have a wonderful faith filled week. Please find a place 
for me in your prayers. 
 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 
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Prayer Requests 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
+ 
 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Lauri Dannemiller —sister of Jill Feeney 
†  Marcie Hornyak—sister of Nancy White 

†  Teresa Khalaf—wife of Zuher Khalaf 
 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

Phyllis Adamczyk 
Rosanne Bishop 
John DiClemente 

Jim Duhart 
Brian Foos 

Vic Henning 
Xa and Traci Johnson 

Kyle Le Beau 
Carl Neuser 

Shari Norman 
Strong-Ramirez Family 

Nicholas Rinehart 
Jim Savage 

Joe Sokolowski 
Joseph Spezia 
Diane Thomas 

Kathleen Vuylsteke 
Helen Walczak 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

Lt. Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

 
 
 
 
 

The St. Thomas More Intercessory Prayer Service is 
Wednesday, February 9, at 7:00 pm. Please join us to pray 
for intentions submitted by our parish members and for 

your own personal intentions. 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  January 29 
 4:30p  Kathleen Dwyer 
   James David Pawlowski 
   James S. Pawlowski 
 

Sunday  January 30 
  8:30a  William Champion—3rd Anniversary 
   Harriet Pawlowicz 
 

11:30a  Lauri Dannemiller 
   Cara Maria Henning 
 

Wednesday February 2 
  9:00a  Andrew Ramirez 
   Sylvester Surowka—16th Anniversary 
 

Saturday  February 5 
 4:30p  Veronica Chick—7th Anniversary 
   Bela Balaz—38th Anniversary 
   Gail Steinhauer-Jensen—3rd Anniversary 
   Ronald Zawicki 
 

Sunday  February 6 
  8:30a  Virginia Gabriel—Special Intention 
   Gail Steinhauer-Jensen—3rd Anniversary 
 

11:30a  For the People of St. Thomas More 

Catholic Schools Week Prayer 
January 30—February 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God of all creation, we know you care for all of us and 
desire only what is good for us. Please guide those who 

make policy decisions and laws that affect all of us,  
that these decisions will work for the good of the most 
vulnerable in our society. Help us to have the courage  

to speak out for those who cannot speak for  
themselves. We pray this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 
Catholic Schools Week Scripture 

1 John 4:19-21 
 
 
 
 

We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I love 
God,” but hates his brother, he is a liar; for whoever does 
not love a brother whom he has seen, cannot love God 
whom he has not seen. This is the commandment we have 
from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. 
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Worship 

 

"Sharing Christ in and through the Church" 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—FEBRUARY 5 & 6, 2022 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross, Sidney Johnson 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross, Sidney Johnson 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Michael Stach, Sidney Johnson  

READER Cincy Hansen Dan Parente Chuck Moss 

SERVERS Amy Surowiec Rory Knauss Riley Logan 

USHERS Jeff LaPointe 
Cary Sheremet 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemak 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 

Zack Azzam 
Norm Cicone 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cathy Mitchell David Michalak Marvin Olane 

Readings for the Week of January 30, 2022 
 

Sunday Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Jer 1: 4-5, 17-19/ Ps 71: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15-
17/ 1 Cor 12: 31-13: 13 or 1 Cor 13:4-13/ 

 Lk 4: 21- 30 
 

Monday Memorial of Saint John Bosco, Priest 
 2 Sm 15: 13-14, 30; 16:5-13/ Ps 3:2, 4-5, 6-

7/ Mk 5:1-20 
 

Tuesday 2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30-19:3/ Ps 86:  
 1-2, 3-4, 5-6/ Mk 5:21-43 
 

Wednesday Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
 Mal 3:1-4/ Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/ Heb 2:14-18/ 
 Lk 2:22-40 
 

Thursday 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12/ 1 Chr 29:10, 11 ab, 11d-
12a, 12bcd/ Mk 6:7-13 

 

Friday Sir 47:2-11/Ps 18:31, 47 & 50, 51/ 
 Mk 6:14-29 
 

Saturday Memorial of Saint Agatha, Virgin and 
Martyr 1 Kgs 3:4-13/ Ps 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 
13,14/ Mk 6:30-34 

 

Sunday Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/ Ps 138: 1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8/ 
 1 Cor 15:1-11/ Lk 5:1-11 

Join the Knights of Columbus for 

5th Sunday Rosary for Life 
Sunday, January 30th 2:00 pm  Sacred Heart Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join the men of our STM Knights of Columbus  
“Round-Table” Council #8659, as we conclude this month 
of January, dedicated to the protection of the unborn, to 
pray for the defense of the dignity of human life. We will 
pray the Rosary to ask for the intercession of Mary for an 
end to abortion and the culture of death. We will also pray 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet. 

Mass in Celebration of Catholic Schools Week 2022 
Celebrant: Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron 

 

Join us in celebrating Catholic Schools Week! We invite you 
to Catholic Schools Week Mass with Archbishop Allen 
Vigneron at the Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament, 
on February 3, 2022 at 10:30am. 
 

Watch the livestream on the Detroit Catholic Schools 
Facebook Page or at aod.org/livemasses. 
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SAVE THE DATE!! 
 
 
 
 
 
Senior Lunch, Thursday, February 17 

12:00 Noon—2:00 PM 

In our Parish 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The STM Book Club will meet Tuesday, 2/15 at 10AM in 
Room 2. The selection for February is The Invention of 
Wings by Sue Monk Kidd. This is a work of historical fiction 
and an Oprah book club selection. The protagonists are two 
sisters growing up in the South in the early 1800s. They 
become ardent abolitionists as adults. 
 

Please join us Tuesday, 2/15 at 10AM in Room 2 for the 
discussion and selection of a book for March  
 

Hope to see you there! 

 
 
 

We are looking for a Volunteer 
 

We would like to begin a program for our First Communion 
Faith Formation Students but we are in need of a volunteer 
to coordinate the effort. The program would be for second 
grade First Communion students to “shadow” older altar 
servers at Mass. The goal is to provide second graders an 
opportunity to learn more about the Mass by serving in a 
more active role before they receive their First 
Communion. It is also an opportunity for our more 
experienced servers to mentor someone in their faith. 
 

Earlier this year, one second grade student was able to 
shadow an older server. It was through this “test case” that 
it was determined a coordinator would be necessary for 
the program to be effective and run smoothly. The 
volunteer will work with the second-grade students and 
parents, as well as established altar servers and parents to 
coordinate scheduling and other details. 
 

If you are interested and would like to learn more about 
this opportunity to serve St. Thomas More Parish, please 
contact Josylin Mateus, Faith Formation Director 
josylin@stmoffice.com, or Deacon Michael Stach 
dcnmichael@stmoffice.com, Pastoral Associate, either by 
email or call the parish office at 248-647-2222 for more 
information. 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
 

Next weekend, February 5th and 6th, the Faith Formation 
8th Grade Confirmation class will be in the Gathering Area 
after all the Masses collecting cash donations for our 
Souper Bowl of Caring for those in need sponsored by our 
STM Faith Formation Program. Through this mission, people 
learn they can make a positive difference in the world as 
they collect food, raise money, and serve at hunger-relief 
charities in local communities across the country. All 
donations collected will go directly to our STM Souper Bowl 
of Caring Charity of Choice, Covenant House Detroit. 
 
 
 
 

To learn more, visit TackleHunger.org 
 

Thank you for your kindness and 
generous support! 

 THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

 Sunday, January 30 
 Circle of Grace, Grades 1 & 2, 11:15a 
 Circle of Grace, Grades 6-8, 7p 
 

 Tuesday, February 1 
 Faith Formation Classes Grades 1-5, 5p and 6:45p 
 

 Wednesday, February 2 
 Mass, 9a 
 Walking with Purpose, 6:30p 
 

 Thursday, February 3 
 Faith Formation Classes Grades 1-3, 4:15p 
 Walking with Purpose, 9:30a 
 

 Saturday, February 5 
 Souper Bowl of Caring 
 SVdP First of the Month Collection 
 

 Sunday, February 6 
 Souper Bowl of Caring 
 SVdP First of the Month Collection 

mailto:Josylin@stmoffice.com
mailto:dcnmichael@stmoffice.com
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Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We the Christian Community of St. Thomas More, 
in an atmosphere of hospitality, are dedicated to 

proclaiming the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ through excellence in worship, 

education, and service to others. 
 

We believe that the nurturing of the community 
around the Eucharistic Table is extended 

through gatherings which further strengthen and 
support us. We shall pursue this mission faithfully 
through the power of the Holy Spirit and the gifts 

and talents of our members. 

THE FIRST OF THE MONTH COLLECTION 
St. Vincent de Paul— February 5 & 6 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your support in helping those in need! 

Seeking Goodness and Beauty 
by John Hannigan 

 

Today’s Gospel continues the episode beginning Jesus’ 
public ministry when He read from Isaiah revealing Himself 
to be the Messiah sent “to proclaim liberty to captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind” (Luke 4:18-19). This was 
Good News but the people saw and heard something 
negative and “filled with fury” they “rose up, drove him out 
of the town” (Luke 4:28-29). They missed the Truth in front 
of them.  
 

We, too, can be blinded, miss the Good in front of us, 
and see only what is “wrong” … in our country, church, 
community, or even ourselves. Dwelling on negatives is 
aided by focusing on the daily tally of deceit, mayhem and 
disease foisted on us by news outlets, or by following social 
media “influencers” who embrace conspiracy theories, on 
the right or left, using crass, rude language, and who coldly 
“rejoice over wrongdoing” (1Cor 13:6). We, too, may add to 
the “fury” when we speak as a “resounding gong or a 
clashing cymbal” without love (1Cor 13:1). 

 

We may not be blind to all the Truth, Goodness and 
Beauty God has infused into creation, but we may forget to 
seek it out. The Catechism tells us “God created the world 
to show forth and communicate his glory. That his creatures 
should share in his truth, goodness and beauty - this is the 
glory for which God created them” (¶319). Missing beauty 
and goodness, we creatures might mistakenly believe that 
evil holds sway, and despair. But Paul assures us that with 
love, patience and kindness, one who “rejoices with the 
truth” can bear all things, hope all things, endure all things 
(1Cor 13:4-7). This week let’s remember and dwell on what 
and who we know to be good and beautiful in our lives. 
Where will you seek beauty?  

 

For me, I will watch moonlight on snow; listen to Bach’s 
Ricercar a 6 and Paul Simon’s Rhythm of the Saints; call a 
friend I haven’t talked to in a while; write a “thank you” 
note to a man who was generous to me; watch Babette’s 
Feast or even Disney’s animated Beauty and the Beast; 
gaze on Van Gogh’s Starry Night or a Georges Rouault Head 
of Christ; hug my grandson; and give thanks for all these 
favorite things. 

 

What will be on your list?  
 

The Good News is Jesus Who is Truth, enlightens dark 
minds, warms cold hearts, opens eyes to beauty and 
goodness, and draws us to share in God’s glory. 

 

Comments/Questions? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

                      Weekly Offertory Report  

January 16, 2022  

Weekly Budget/Goal $14,038.00 

Regular Weekly Envelope $5,497.00 

Regular Weekly Loose Donations $516.00 

Weekly E-Donations* $3,176.00 

*E-donations averaged weekly for month  

Weekly Overage/(Shortfall) ($4,849.00) 

  

Envelopes Issued 1170 

Envelopes Used Last Week 102 

Percent of Envelope Donations 9% 

Electronic Contributors 124 
  

FISCAL YEAR TOTALS  

Offertory Budget to Date        401,398 

Actual Offertory Received to Date        354,069 

Over/Under For Fiscal Year 2021-2022 ($47,329) 
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PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Father Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888    dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555    dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444    bjfoos@gmail.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager/Social Media 

248-647-2222 x. 7777    lois@stmoffice.com 
 

Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 
248-647-2222 x. 3311    kathy@stmoffice.com 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Josylin Mateus, Director 

248-647-4680 x.5533    josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544    ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 

 

MAINTENANCE 
Pete Whiting 

248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
4580 Adams Rd 
Troy, MI  48098 

 

PARISH OFFICES 
Main Office:  248-647-2222 

Faith Formation Office:   248-647-4680 
Fax:   248-647-8192 

 

Hours:  Monday - Thursday 
9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com  
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

Parish and Community Parish Directory 

St. Catherine of Siena Academy 
JOIN US for our Open House! 

Thursday, February 3, 6:00 – 8:00pm 
28200 Napier Rd, Wixom, MI 48393 

 

Deciding on which high school is best for your daughter? 
St. Catherine of Siena Academy is an all-girls Catholic high 
school located in Wixom, MI. Our mission is to educate 
young women to know their feminine genius – their 
dignity, identity, and gifts as women created in the image 
of God! Rooted in their identity as daughters of God and 
formed by our rigorous academic program, our graduates 
are empowered with the courage to live boldly and bring 
their unique gifts to the world. Learn more about the 
athletic, extracurricular, academic, and faith opportunities 
that await your daughter in the SCA sisterhood by visiting 
www.saintcatherineacademy.org and registering to attend 
our upcoming Open House! Registration to Shadow is 
available online as well! 

Register today and be a STAR for a day at SCA! 

Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes 
A Pilgrimage of Prayer, Friday, February 11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Detroit's Assumption Grotto Church, located at 13770 
Gratiot Ave., along with welcoming members of the North 
American Lourdes Volunteers, will be hosting an all-day 
pilgrimage of prayer on Friday, February 11, the Feast Day 
of Our Lady of Lourdes, from 7 AM to 9 PM. A plenary 
indulgence, as granted by Pope Leo XIII, can be obtained by 
all participants. Day highlights include Holy Masses at  
7:30 AM & 7:00 PM, each followed by Veneration of St. 
Bernadette Relic & Holy Rosary, 5:00 PM Lourdes Virtual 
Experience with Candlelight Procession to Outdoor Grotto 
and an opportunity to obtain Lourdes Water, 12:00 Noon 
Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament & Anointing of 
the Sick, 3:00 PM Stations of the Cross followed by the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet & Holy Rosary. Private Confession 
will also be available a half hour before each Mass and 
upon request. A luncheon bar of vegetarian chili, soups, 
salads, potluck items will be available from 12:30 PM until 
5:00 PM. For more information, including a complete day 
schedule of events, please call 313 372-0762 or visit 
www.assumptiongrotto.com  

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
http://www.saintcatherineacademy.org
http://www.assumptiongrotto.com

